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groups were not able to maintain the 
trail, which they had most of the re-
source to take care of this. So it has 
been a big problem with the lapse. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to redesignate 
this trail so it can be enjoyed by count-
less residents and visitors to New Jer-
sey for many years to come. I urge pas-
sage of H.R. 6602. I thank my col-
leagues for considering this, and I very 
much appreciate the opportunity to 
move this bill. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers. I urge a ‘‘yes’’ 
vote for this legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

join Mr. GRIJALVA in asking for the 
support of this Chamber of this meas-
ure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6602. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I request 
the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That re-
quest is not in order at this time. 

f 

POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his point of order. 

Mr. MASSIE. When a quorum is not 
present, under the rule, the yeas and 
nays are automatic. Will there be a 
vote of the yeas and nays? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When 
business resumes, pursuant to clause 8 
of rule XX, a demand for the yeas and 
nays will be in order. 

f 

STIGLER ACT AMENDMENTS OF 
2018 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and concur 
in the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 2606) to amend the Act of August 
4, 1947 (commonly known as the Stigler 
Act), with respect to restrictions appli-
cable to Indians of the Five Civilized 
Tribes of Oklahoma, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendments 

is as follows: 
Senate amendments: 

Ω1æOn page 3, line 12, strike ø, as of said 
date,¿ and insert: , as of the date of enactment 
of the Stigler Act Amendments of 2018, 
Ω2æAt the end of the bill, add the following: 
SEC. 5. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION PROVIDING FOR 

NO RETROACTIVITY. 
Nothing in this Act, or the amendments made 

by this Act, shall be construed to revise or ex-
tend the restricted status of any lands under the 
Act of August 4, 1947 (61 Stat. 731, chapter 458) 
that lost restricted status under such Act before 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of the Senate 
amendments to H.R. 2606. This bill 
would amend the 1947 Stigler Act to re-
move the Indian blood quantum re-
quirement for certain land to be main-
tained in restricted fee status for any 
member of the Five Civilized Tribes of 
Oklahoma. 

Under H.R. 2606, restricted fee land 
currently owned by members of the 
Five Tribes would remain in restricted 
status regardless of the blood quantum 
of the owners. 

H.R. 2606 passed the House on Sep-
tember 12, 2018, by voice vote. A clari-
fying amendment was adopted before 
being passed by the Senate on Decem-
ber 13, 2018. 

I thank the sponsor of the legisla-
tion, the gentleman from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COLE), for his work on this bill. 

I urge adoption of the measure, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2606 seeks to 
amend the 1947 Stigler Act by remov-
ing the arbitrary blood quantum levels 
it established for Indian land owner-
ship. This will ensure that lands cur-
rently owned by the citizens of the 
Five Tribes of Oklahoma will remain in 
restricted fee status, regardless of their 
blood quantum levels or that of their 
heirs. 

The House has already passed this 
measure once, and I am happy to agree 
to the changes that the Senate made to 
Mr. COLE’s bill. 

Upholding the sanctity of a Tribe’s 
land base should be of utmost impor-
tance to Congress and the Federal Gov-
ernment as a whole. A tribal land base 
is not just about tax-exempt status or 
economic development, both of which 
are vitally important to tribal commu-

nities. It is also about construction of 
housing, schools, clinics, and eldercare 
facilities, things that are extremely 
vital to the health and the well-being 
of tribal members. 

It is also about recognizing a tribe’s 
historical, cultural, and spiritual con-
nection to the land, land that they 
called their own until it was forcibly or 
wrongly taken from them. 

We need to ensure that tribal sov-
ereignty and self-governance are more 
than just talking points. There are 
real-world decisions that we make that 
have very real consequences, so it is 
shameful that a dark chapter in his-
tory is now repeating itself. I am refer-
ring to the dire situation that is facing 
the Mashpee Tribe of Massachusetts. 

The Mashpee have inhabited present- 
day Massachusetts and eastern Rhode 
Island for more than 12,000 years. Their 
ancestors are the ones who welcomed 
the Pilgrims who landed at Plymouth 
Rock, as well as the people who aided 
these Pilgrims through the hard times 
of 1621 that we now refer to as our First 
Thanksgiving. 

Like many tribes, the Mashpee were 
intentionally and systematically ren-
dered landless through various actions 
by the States and the Federal Govern-
ment. 

b 1700 
They have fought long and hard since 

that time to reestablish that which 
was taken from them: their homeland. 
They fought first for Federal recogni-
tion, which they finally received in 2009 
after a 30-year struggle. They then 
fought to establish a homeland for 
their people, which they finally did in 
2015, when Interior approved their ap-
plication to take 320 acres into trust 
for the Tribe. 

Things were looking optimistic for 
the Mashpee people. They constructed 
a government center, which includes a 
school, courtrooms, and multipurpose 
rooms, and they established a medical 
clinic facility. They were planning to 
embark on economic development op-
portunities that would help sustain the 
Tribal people and ensure their pros-
perity for future generations. Then the 
rug was cruelly pulled out from be-
neath them. 

In 2017, the Department of Justice, 
under the Trump administration, 
inexplicably refused to continue to de-
fend the status of the Tribe’s reserva-
tion in court. 

Then on September 7, 2018, the De-
partment of the Interior issued its first 
Carciary decision, in which it refused 
to reaffirm its own authority to con-
firm the status of the Tribe’s reserva-
tion. Interior rejected clear evidence 
that the Mashpee were indeed under 
Federal jurisdiction, evidence that was 
accepted as sufficient in prior agency 
decisions. 

This decision is devastating and un-
precedented. It would mark the first 
time since the dark days of the termi-
nation era that the United States acts 
to de-establish an Indian reservation 
and make a Tribe landless. 
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