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Had I been present, I would have voted 

YEA on Roll Call No. 436, 437; YEA on Roll 
Call No. 438, 439; YEA on Roll Call No. 440, 
441; YEA on Roll Call No. 442, 443; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 444, 445. 
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CHINA IS CHEATING ITS WAY TO 
THE TOP 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Communist 
China is a growing threat to the United States 
and global peace. Its values and interests do 
not match our own. This is evident by recent 
reports of a atheist China imprisoning thou-
sands of Muslim Uighurs in reeducation 
camps and the ongoing persecution of Tibet-
ans and Chinese Christians. China’s interests 
completely conflict with our democratic prin-
ciples and the international order that has kept 
the peace since the end of the Second World 
War. China is cheating, stealing, and bullying 
its way towards great power status. It is our 
duty to stand up to Beijing’s bad behavior. 

Two decades ago, America, as the leader of 
the free world and the largest economy on 
Earth, gave the People’s Republic of China a 
chance to prove itself as member of the global 
economy. We believed they were making free 
market reforms and potentially ending their 
communist system which had kept millions in 
poverty. By granting Beijing permanent normal 
trade relations, many in Congress hope that 
opening the global market to China would en-
courage further liberalization within the repres-
sive state. But instead of the world changing 
China, China has been working to change the 
world to get ahead. While it did embrace some 
elements of capitalism, it bent the rules using 
state-owned enterprises and corruption to 
cheat. It made investments in innovative 
American companies so it could steal tech-
nology. It forced American companies wanting 
to do business in China to surrender certain 
rights, including intellectual property. And Bei-
jing instituted a widespread cyber theft cam-
paign to steal trade secrets and cutting-edge 
research. Beijing made the decision to cheat 
the international system it was invited into so 
that it could gain strategic dominance. 

Until now, China’s deception worked. It even 
tried to export its unfair business practices 
through the Belt and Road Initiative. But this 
too proved to be a giant debt trap that Beijing 
sold to developing nations. Countries like Sri 
Lanka and Malaysia have ended their partici-
pation in China’s ambitious plan because they 
realized that all of the projects the People’s 
Republic was building in their countries bene-
fited only China. Even the workers employed 
to construct Belt and Road infrastructure in 
these countries were Chinese rather than local 
workers. Instead they were left with were 
roads to nowhere and crushing debt to China. 
Fortunately, the world is waking up to Beijing’s 
modern colonialism. 

But China’s ambition to pull ahead at others 
expense did not end there. Within all of Bei-
jing’s economic malpractice, it has aimed to 
seize technology and strategic positioning that 
would also give it a military edge over the 
United States. By stealing American tech-
nology, China has been able field advance 

weapon systems before our own forces. 
Meanwhile through Belt and Road, China ac-
quired ports and airports around the globe that 
can be used as military bases that then en-
able them to control strategic chokepoints and 
resources without firing a shot. We have most 
evidently seen this in illegal island building in 
the South China Sea. Combined with its rapid 
military build-up, which will give China a fleet 
that outnumbers the U.S. Navy by 2020, we 
are quickly losing our military supremacy to 
China. The ramifications of such a dramatic 
shift in power from the U.S. to China will be 
devastating to our way of life. 

Against an authoritarian China that can 
overmatch our own forces, American will be 
severally limited in how it protects its interests 
abroad and respond to Chinese aggression. 
Principles such as freedom of the seas and 
free flow of trade will be in jeopardy, having a 
direct impact on the daily lives of Americans. 
We must also remember that throughout his-
tory such major shifts in geopolitical power 
rarely came peacefully. In humanity’s enduring 
battle between tyranny and democracy, Amer-
ica has played a decisive role in creating 
world where freedom preserved over evil. That 
world is now again in danger. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF REV. 
DENNIS WAYNE WOOD 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the life of Rev. Dennis 
Wayne Wood. 

Dennis served in the United States Army 
Military Police Corps for 21 years and retired 
as First Sergeant. He was married to Judy for 
53 years and was blessed with three daugh-
ters: Kim, Lori and Misty and nine grand-
children. 

Dennis owned and operated American 
Awards in Anniston, Alabama, for over 30 
years. He served as pastor of several church-
es in Calhoun County and was a faithful mem-
ber of First Baptist Church of Weaver. Dennis 
served as a deacon there and one year as 
chairman of the deacons. He taught Sunday 
School, lead the Operation Christmas Child 
Program at the church and served as a volun-
teer chaplain at Regional Medical Center. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
life of Rev. Dennis Wayne Wood. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the chamber on 
Wednesday, December 19, 2018. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 
votes 436, 437, 438, 439, 440, 441, 442, 443, 
444 and 445. 

TRIBUTE TO DARRIN SCHRADER 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize and thank Darrin Schrader, who 
has served this House proudly for over 25 
years. He began his career in the office of 
Representative Bill Baker (R–CA), and then 
transitioned to my office in 1997. Darrin has 
been by my side, as my aide-de-camp, for the 
last 22 years, and I would have it no other 
way. 

His loyalty and dedication to the job of serv-
ing the people of Southern California is unsur-
passed. As my special assistant, Darrin per-
sonally oversaw millions of constituent cor-
respondence; a task that grew exponentially 
with the advent of email. He also helped se-
cure millions in funding for important infra-
structure and homeland security projects. 

My office has been served well by Darrin’s 
encyclopedic memory and masterful research 
skills. He has often known the answer to my 
question before I even ask it. Few can match 
his resourcefulness or reliability. 

While sometimes presenting a stoic façade, 
Darrin’s subtle charm and hidden humor have 
permeated my office for the last two decades. 
He has earned the respect of his peers and 
become an integral and irreplaceable member 
of Team Royce. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Darrin Schrader for his selfless sacrifice to 
public service. 
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IN HONOR OF MRS. PEARL 
SEIDMAN FOR HER DEDICATED 
CAREER OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and show my utmost gratitude to a 
deeply valued member of my staff, Mrs. Pearl 
Seidman. On Friday, December 21, 2018, 
Pearl will bid her final farewell after a year as 
my Brookings Legislative Fellow to continue 
her career at the National Security Agency. 
Since her first day on the job in January, Pearl 
has overseen a legislative portfolio that in-
cludes: healthcare, energy, environment, nat-
ural resources, labor, pensions, social secu-
rity, and postal issues, some of the most crit-
ical issues facing my constituents. Over the 
past year, Pearl has dedicated her time to 
serving the people of the Fifth Congressional 
District of Missouri with nothing short of un-
conditional integrity and drive. Now, I would 
like to take this opportunity to give thanks on 
behalf of myself and the constituents she has 
served so honorably. 

Pearl was born in Newark, New Jersey, 
however, she spent the majority of her up-
bringing split between Philadelphia and Balti-
more, respectively. Following her graduation 
from high school, Pearl would embark on a 
lifelong commitment to learning and serving 
others. Pearl would go on to receive her Bach-
elor of Arts in Psychology from the University 
of Maryland, a Masters in Applied Behavioral 
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