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lives in alcohol-related car accidents, and 60 
percent of all traffic fatalities involved drunk 
driving. Due to the tireless efforts of WRAP, 
other organizations such as MADD and 
SADD, local and state police, and enforce-
ment of more stringent anti-drunk driving laws, 
considerable progress has been made in de-
creasing the number of alcohol-related traffic 
fatalities, especially here in the Washington 
Metropolitan Region. According to the Council 
of Governments, the number of alcohol-im-
paired fatalities, injuries, and crashes have all 
decreased since 2014. However, more work 
still remains as 28.04 percent of all traffic fa-
talities in the region in 2016 were alcohol or 
drug related. 

Since 1997, WRAP has sponsored an an-
nual Law Enforcement Awards Ceremony to 
honor local law enforcement professionals 
who have gone above and beyond the call of 
duty in the fight against drunk driving. It is my 
honor to include in the RECORD the names of 
the 2018 Law Enforcement Awards of Excel-
lence for Impaired Driving Prevention recipi-
ents: 

Officer Joseph Winkeler, City of Alexandria 
Police Department; Officer Michael Mitchell, 
Arlington County Police Department; Officer 
Bryce Cooper, City of Falls Church Police De-
partment; Patrol Officer First Class Rashid S. 
Roberts, Fairfax County Police Department; 
Officer Jonathan Heavner, Town of Herndon 
Police Department; Deputy Gerald Presson, 
Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office; Trooper First 
Class Anthony Wallace, Maryland State Po-
lice; Officer Zachary Speck, Metropolitan Po-
lice Department; Police Officer III John P. 
Romack, Montgomery County Department of 
Police; Police Officer First Class Thomas H. 
Kosakowski, Prince George’s County Police 
Department; Officer Matthew Sciabica, Prince 
William County Police Department; Officer 
Seth A. Carll, United States Capitol Police; 
Traffic Safety Unit, United States Park Police; 
and Trooper Lucie Vajglova, Virginia State Po-
lice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the recipients of the Law 
Enforcement Awards of Excellence and in rec-
ognizing WRAP for its 36 years of public serv-
ice. I commend the staff of WRAP under the 
leadership of President and CEO Kurt 
Erickson and Board Chairman Gary Cohen for 
their tireless dedication to eradicating under-
age drinking and drunk or drugged driving. 
Their efforts combined with the support of 
partner organizations and law enforcement 
agencies have saved lives and are deserving 
of our highest praise and gratitude. 
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Lieutenant Commander Evan 
Karlik, United States Navy, on his final day 
serving as a legislative fellow in my Wash-
ington, DC office. Evan has played a critical 
role this year supporting my work on the 
House Armed Service Committee and rep-
resenting the large Navy community in East-
ern Connecticut. 

As Ranking Member of the House Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Seapower and 
Projection Forces, I have the high honor of 
overseeing much of our nation’s Navy. This 
year, as our subcommittee considered how 
best to fund important shipbuilding programs, 
reform Navy career paths, and review com-
mand and control of naval forces, Evan pro-
vided important insight and guidance into how 
our subcommittee could best provide the re-
sources and platforms that our Sailors and 
Marines need to achieve mission success. 

Evan has also seized the initiative in a vari-
ety of areas beyond naval affairs. He spurred 
a review required by this year’s National De-
fense Authorization Act into how the Depart-
ment of Defense reviews and awards immi-
nent danger pay to servicemembers deployed 
to dangerous locations around the world. He 
has also served as the staff-lead for the 
Friends of Australia Caucus, of which I serve 
as co-chair, ensuring that the ties between our 
countries remain as strong as ever as we 
celebrated 100 Years of Mateship in 2018. 

Evan is leaving Congress but he isn’t going 
far. His next assignment will take him just 
across the river to support rolling out the 
Navy’s fleet of F–35 fifth-generation fighter air-
craft. On his final day here in Congress, I wish 
LCDR Karlik the best of luck in his new role, 
fair winds, and following seas. 
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Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Dixie Valentine Lobmeyer for her serv-
ice to my office and the 21st Congressional 
District of California over the past four years. 

Miss Lobmeyer was born on February 8, 
1997 in Hanford, California. After graduating 
from Hanford West High School in 2015, Dixie 
received her Associates of Arts degree from 
College of the Sequoias this year. She plans 
to attend California State University, Fresno 
beginning in 2019, studying Communications 
and Media Relations. 

Miss Lobmeyer has been a member of my 
Congressional Team since 2014, serving in 
multiple roles. After showcasing incredible tal-
ent and potential as an intern, Dixie was hired 
in 2015 as our Staff Assistant. Her responsibil-
ities quickly grew as she proved to be an ef-
fective and successful staffer. Dixie managed 
the daily operations of my district office, over-
seeing the intern program and producing tens 
of thousands of congressional certificates for 
the community. She also acted as my rep-
resentative at many events, effectively com-
municating the ideals of our office. It isn’t a 
hyperbole to say Miss Lobmeyer had a role in 
every aspect of district office operations. She 
is a hard, dedicated worker who was highly re-
spected by her peers and was able to create 
and foster connections with constituents, busi-
ness leaders, and public officials. 

In 2017, Dixie transitioned to a campaign- 
centered role with my team. She became the 
Republican Party’s Congressional Field Direc-
tor for the California’s Twenty First Congres-
sional Race, managing the Kings County Vic-
tory program. Dixie recruited, hired, and su-

pervised hundreds of interns and organized 
voter contact initiatives. She continued to 
demonstrate leadership and served as an ef-
fective communicator. With her many suc-
cesses and responsibilities, it is often forgotten 
that Dixie is younger than most of her peers. 
She is only in her early twenties but com-
mands the respect of veteran political 
operatives. 

Outside of work and school, Dixie enjoys 
volunteering in her community. Public service 
is her passion and she strives to give back to 
the city that has given so much to her. Dixie’s 
family is also very important to her and she 
loves spending time with her brothers and sis-
ters. For fun, she likes to go hiking with her 
friends and enjoy the natural beauty of Cali-
fornia. 

This January, Miss Lobmeyer will be moving 
onto new ventures. Knowing Dixie, her work- 
ethic and talent, I have no doubt she will 
achieve many great things in her future. She 
is a natural leader who will inspire people for 
years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in commending Dixie Valentine 
Lobmeyer for her public service to the people 
of the Central Valley and wishing her the very 
best in this next chapter of her life. 
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Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast my vote on roll call No. 443 through 
No. 445. 

Had I been present to vote on roll call No. 
443, I would have voted aye; had I been 
present to vote on roll call No. 444, I would 
have voted aye; and had I been present to 
vote on roll call No. 445, I would have voted 
aye. 
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Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a true Florida civil rights 
icon, Dr. Howard Simon. Dr. Simon has 
served as executive director of the Florida 
branch of the American Civil Liberties Union 
since 1977. Before his appointment to his cur-
rent position, Dr. Simon oversaw the ACLU’s 
Michigan branch. Remarkably, his 44 cumu-
lative years of service as a state director is the 
longest in the ACLU’s 98-year history. In this 
capacity, he has been an outspoken champion 
for marginalized communities. 

During Dr. Simon’s tenure, the regional 
ACLU affiliate has taken on many major cases 
to defend Floridians’ civil liberties. It success-
fully fought to end the use of paperless elec-
tronic voting systems after problems were ex-
posed during a 2006 congressional election. 
This led to the optimization and standardiza-
tion of voting across every county in the state. 
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