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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Gracious and merciful God, we give 

You thanks for giving us another day. 
As the 115th Congress draws near a 

close, we are reminded by Scripture 
that for every thing, there is an ap-
pointed time: 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
A time to mourn, and a time to 

dance. . . . 
A time to embrace, and a time to be 

far from embraces. . . . 
A time to be silent, and a time to 

speak. 
In the people’s House there is also a 

time to win an election and a time to 
lose; a time to be sworn in and a time 
to retire. 

While it may be difficult to go 
through such transitions, we know, as 
did the author of Ecclesiastes, that the 
time does come to say good-bye to 
those who will be missed dearly for, in-
deed, in electoral politics, that is just 
the way it is. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 

quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-

woman from California (Mrs. TORRES) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. TORRES led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HAPPY TRAILS 
(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
has been the honor of my life to serve 
in Congress. 

Today, I am reminded of why I came 
here in the first place. Thomas Jeffer-
son said it quite well: ‘‘We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all Men 
are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
happiness . . . Governments’’—that 
would be us—‘‘are instituted among 
Men’’ to secure those rights. 

Mr. Speaker, that is our mission 
statement: Congress is the protector of 
freedom and liberty. Congress must 
make sure that the bell of Liberty 
rings loudly and strongly, for the 
American bright star is the beaming 

beacon of hope: the hope that all op-
pressed peoples yearn to possess. 

So, in my final words as a Member of 
Congress in this House of Representa-
tives, Congress must hold fast to these 
truths: that in God we must trust and 
be faithful servants of the sacred con-
stitutional principles of freedom of re-
ligion, speech, press, and assembly, for 
this is our eternal duty. 

Happy trails. 
And that is just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING HELEN WITTY 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate my constituent 
Helen Witty on being named the na-
tional president of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving, also known as MADD. 

Helen, along with her husband, John, 
experienced the ultimate tragedy when 
their 16-year-old daughter, Helen Marie 
Witty, shown in this photo with her 
brother John was killed by a young 
drunk and drugged driver while she was 
rollerblading on a bike path near her 
home in Pinecrest in June of 2000. 

It was not long after that nightmare 
that Helen joined this magnificent or-
ganization where she was able to chan-
nel her unbearable loss into a forward- 
looking outlet where she could be a 
champion for her daughter’s legacy, 
while also making an effective and 
positive impact on society. 

Although 18 years have passed, it 
seems like just yesterday that we lost 
our bright, beautiful Palmetto Senior 
High School honors student who be-
came a beloved treasure in our home-
town and who is still widely talked 
about and referenced throughout our 
community today. 

Helen, congratulations on this in-
credible achievement, and this oppor-
tunity is rightfully deserved to spread 
your message that it is a crime to drive 
drunk and drugged. 
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