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South Florida is fortunate to have 

Helen, and I am confident that Helen 
Marie is looking down from Heaven and 
could not be any more proud of you. 

Thank you, amiga. 

f 

SAUDI WAR CRIMES IN YEMEN 

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, millions 
of American families will be enjoying 
the bounty of our great Nation at this 
very special time of the year without 
realizing that their tax dollars are sub-
siding Saudi war crimes in Yemen. 

It is estimated that every 10 minutes, 
another Yemeni child dies from starva-
tion, disease, or bombs made in Amer-
ica. President Trump has basically del-
egated his policy in this region to the 
Saudis, even after the murder and dis-
memberment of an American resident 
directly linked to the crown prince. 
That has not been enough to alter 
American policy. 

So today, once again, a number of us 
are calling directly and respectfully on 
Speaker PAUL RYAN to stop the block-
ade on behalf of President Trump and 
allow this House to vote—vote now—on 
what has already been approved by the 
United States Senate on a strong bi-
partisan basis, a resolution to with-
draw U.S. support from the Saudi 
forces in the murderous war in Yemen. 

Let’s stop America’s role in the 
worst humanitarian disaster in the 
world today. 

f 

FAREWELL 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
is not easy to summarize 32 years in 
Congress, but I will try. 

Politics comes from the Greek word 
‘‘polites,’’ meaning citizens, and they 
are the source of our country’s 
strength. 

What I remember most, what was es-
pecially meaningful, what made me 
feel fortunate were the colleagues I 
served with, the people I worked with, 
and the constituents we helped. 

To my colleagues, thank you for your 
public service. You didn’t have to leave 
families behind or spend extra hours 
every week in a car or on a plane, but 
you did it with a genuine desire to ad-
vance America’s worthy interests. 

To my staff members, past and 
present, in the D.C. and Texas offices 
and on the committees I chaired, thank 
you for your dedication and for advis-
ing me on legislation and votes and for 
assisting thousands of constituents. 

To my constituents, thank you for 
trusting me to represent you all these 
good years. It has been a wonderful 
honor. 

THE WALLS IN BAGHDAD HAVE 
COME DOWN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, The Wall Street Journal last 
week reported that the ‘‘Baghdad Blast 
Walls Come Down.’’ It explained that 
‘‘the Iraqi Government marked the 
first anniversary of the Islamic State’s 
defeat Monday by reopening parts of 
Baghdad’s Green Zone.’’ Iraqi forces, 
along with support from the U.S.-led 
alliance, reclaimed the last of Islamic 
State territory last December. 

The article notes that ‘‘the changes 
at the Green Zone reflect declining vio-
lence across Iraq that is particularly 
tangible in Baghdad, and further states 
that: ‘‘Over 1,000 streets in Baghdad 
have been reopened during the past 2 
years, with 70,000 segments of concrete 
blast wall removed. The number of ci-
vilians killed across Iraq by terrorism, 
violence, and armed conflict in Novem-
ber fell to its lowest level in 6 years, 
according to the United Nations.’’ 

As a grateful dad who has had two of 
my four military sons serve in Iraq, I 
am particularly happy for the Iraqi 
people. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may we never forget September 
the 11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA IN 
PROSPECT PARK 

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, this past 
weekend, volunteers across the country 
honored fallen servicemembers on Na-
tional Wreaths Across America Day. 
While the focal point of this national 
day of remembrance is the laying of 
wreaths at Arlington National Ceme-
tery, ceremonies also took place at 
local cemeteries across the country. 

I had the honor of participating in a 
wreath-laying ceremony in Prospect 
Park, Pennsylvania, a tiny borough no 
more than a mile square, in Delaware 
County. On a raw and rainy Saturday, 
2 weeks before Christmas, nearly 50 
community members turned out to lay 
wreaths upon veterans’ graves at an 
historic cemetery atop Prospect Hill. 
Among those honored was George 
Wood, a soldier who lost his life at Get-
tysburg on July 7, 1863. 

As we stood in the drizzle, listening 
to ‘‘Taps,’’ I thought about the many 
ways in which people served their com-
munities. Obviously, those who serve 
in our Armed Forces commit to pro-
viding the ultimate service. But on 
that hilltop last weekend, there were 
so many others willing to spend the 
time to step up with their neighbors, 
honor the sacrifice of others, and bring 
a community together. 

I want to recognize Joyce Foresman- 
Capuzzi, the nurse who learned about 

the Wreaths Across America program 
and brought her neighbors together to 
have it in Prospect Park. I want to rec-
ognize Reverend Chris Hensley Terrell, 
the pastor of Prospect Hill Baptist 
Church, which hosted the event. 

But the event wouldn’t have been the 
success that it was without the partici-
pation of other volunteers, the mem-
bers of the Prospect Park Borough 
Council, the Prospect Park Volunteer 
Fire Department, and local veterans 
and their families. There was also 
great support from the local elemen-
tary school principal and students at 
Prospect Park Elementary, many of 
whom helped lay wreaths. 

I want to thank all these community 
members for allowing me to partici-
pate in their ceremony, and I thank 
them for their service. 

f 

SYRIA 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise 
on the House floor to object to Presi-
dent Trump’s decision to withdraw all 
U.S. troops from Syria. 

I encourage the President to remem-
ber the poor decision of the Obama ad-
ministration in 2011, when the United 
States announced its withdrawal from 
a ‘‘stable Iraq.’’ ISIS is not defeated 
and may have as many as 30,000 fight-
ers remaining in Syria. Atrocities 
being committed by the brutal dic-
tator, Assad, and his henchmen, includ-
ing Russia and Iran, will now continue 
with impunity. This opens the door for 
Iran to consolidate gains. 

I am especially concerned with the 
tragic consequences this will have 
months and years down the road. The 
United States policy in Syria must en-
sure the lasting defeat of ISIS, roll 
back Iranian influence, and achieve a 
political solution to the crisis. 

I echo the late John McCain and his 
message from 2011, as it applies today. 
This decision is a ‘‘sad case of political 
expediency supplanting military neces-
sity.’’ 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
88, SHILOH NATIONAL MILITARY 
PARK BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT 
AND PARKER’S CROSSROADS 
BATTLEFIELD DESIGNATION 
ACT; PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD 
FROM DECEMBER 24, 2018, 
THROUGH JANUARY 3, 2019 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1180 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1180 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the 
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