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costs will exceed revenues every year for the
foreseeable future. The only way these bene-
fits can be paid going forward is if the Trust
Fund borrows from taxpayers. Congress de-
signed the Black Lung Benefits Act to be fi-
nanced by a tax on coal production—not the
taxpayers.

Another consequence of failing to act is that
the accumulated debt will pile up each year.
The Trust Fund will have to borrow to also pay
debt service and interest costs each year.
When the debt reaches the breaking point, the
only solution is a taxpayer bailout. It is irre-
sponsible to allow the coal industry to privatize
gains and socialize the costs.

Although black lung disease had been on
the decline after the passage of the 1969 Coal
Act, in recent years it has returned with a
vengeance. Recent studies show that rates of
black lung disease have reached 25 percent in
Appalachia. The rates of progressive massive
fibrosis, the most severe form of black lung
disease, are now at epidemic levels, and are
now being diagnosed in younger miners.
Treating these miners will require costly med-
ical care.

Mr. Speaker, allowing the excise tax rate to
expire does a great disservice to coal miners,
their families, and taxpayers.

| urge my colleagues to oppose this bill.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois, Mr. Speak-
er, again, | stand on this Floor and oppose the
myopic, Republican mission that asks hard-
working Americans to pay for wasteful tax cuts
for wealthy corporations.

With baby boomers retiring and needing se-
curity, the first Republican tax cuts seriously
damaged the health of the Medicare Trust
Fund. This bill is more of the same—exploding
the deficit and threatening Social Security,
Medicaid, and Medicare.

After decades of wage stagnation—when
over 41 million laborers earn less than $12 an
hour, when almost none of their employers
offer health insurance, when more than one-
quarter of Americans struggle to cover hous-
ing costs—the Republican bill preferences
health care industries over lower health care
costs for consumers.

Rather than fixing their Failed Tax Law’s
harmful provisions toward hard-working Ameri-
cans, this bill makes fixes for industry moguls.

This bill fails to roll back the double taxation
on residents in lllinois via the cap on the State
and Local Income Tax Deduction.

This bill fails to restore the personal exemp-
tions taken from millions of families with chil-
dren. This bill fails to help home owners
whose houses lost value by capping the mort-
gage interest deduction.

Rather than helping all Americans affected
by disasters, the Republicans are picking and
choosing which disaster victims that they feel
deserve relief.

Rather than uniting Americans, this bill
seeks to divide our places of worship by allow-
ing churches and religious organizations to
make political statements.

People in Chicago expect government to
help real people. | oppose this dangerous bill
that threatens the economic security of our
country and citizenry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1180,
the previous question is ordered.

The question is on the motion offered
by the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
BRADY).
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The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

—————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Lasky, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed a
bill of the following title in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

S. 3277. An act to reduce regulatory bur-
dens and streamline processes related to
commercial space activities, and for other
purposes.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE
AMENDMENT TO SENATE
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 695, CHILD
PROTECTION IMPROVEMENTS
ACT OF 2017

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-1090) on the resolution
(H. Res. 1183) providing for comnsider-
ation of the Senate amendment to the
House amendment to the Senate
amendment to the bill (H.R. 695) to
amend the National Child Protection
Act of 1993 to establish a voluntary na-
tional criminal history background
check system and criminal history re-
view program for certain individuals
who, related to their employment, have
access to children, the elderly, or indi-
viduals with disabilities, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 695, CHILD
PROTECTION IMPROVEMENTS
ACT OF 2017

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 1183 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1183

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 695) to amend
the National Child Protection Act of 1993 to
establish a voluntary national criminal his-
tory background check system and criminal
history review program for certain individ-
uals who, related to their employment, have
access to children, the elderly, or individuals
with disabilities, and for other purposes,
with the Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment there-
to, and to consider in the House, without
intervention of any point of order, a motion
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offered by the chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or his designee that the House
concur in the Senate amendment to the
House amendment to the Senate amendment
with an amendment consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 115-88. The Senate
amendment and the motion shall be consid-
ered as read. The motion shall be debatable
for one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Appropriations. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the motion to its adoption without
intervening motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today the Rules Com-
mittee met and reported a rule for con-
sideration of the Further Additional
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2019.
The rule provides for 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and the ranking member of the
Appropriations Committee.

Mr. Speaker, the appropriations
package in front of us represents the
fourth appropriations package to fully
fund the government for fiscal year
2019. While the Congress has completed
its work with respect to almost 75 per-
cent of total discretionary spending,
including, notably, the Department of
Defense, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Labor, roughly 25 per-
cent of this discretionary spending re-
mains outstanding. Today’s bill will
provide a short-term continuing resolu-
tion to February 8, 2019, to ensure that
the entirety of the Federal Govern-
ment remains open and operating while
the Congress continues its work.

I have said on numerous occasions
both on this floor and elsewhere that
continuing resolutions are not the best
way to fund the government, but allow-
ing the government to shut down, even
in part, is much costlier and much
worse. It is our obligation to our con-
stituents to keep all of the government
open and operating to provide needed
services to them.

Mr. Speaker, from an appropriations
perspective, this year has been remark-
ably successful. Earlier this year, we
sent 5 of the 12 appropriations bills to
the President for his signature before
the beginning of the fiscal year. That is
the best record in 22 years.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T10:03:41-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




