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116TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 5671 

To award a Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, to the United States 

Merchant Mariners of World War II, in recognition of their dedicated 

and vital service during World War II. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUARY 24, 2020 

Mr. GARAMENDI introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 

Committee on Financial Services 

A BILL 
To award a Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 

United States Merchant Mariners of World War II, in 

recognition of their dedicated and vital service during 

World War II. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Merchant Mariners 4

of World War II Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2020’’. 5

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 6

Congress finds the following: 7
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(1) 2020 marked the 75th anniversary of Allied 1

victory in World War II. 2

(2) The United States Merchant Marine (in 3

this section referred to as the ‘‘Merchant Marine’’) 4

was integral in providing the link between domestic 5

production and the fighting forces overseas, pro-6

viding combat equipment, fuel, food, commodities, 7

and raw materials to troops stationed abroad. 8

(3) Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King acknowledged 9

the indispensability of the Merchant Marine to the 10

victory in a 1945 letter stating that, without the 11

support of the Merchant Marine, ‘‘the Navy could 12

not have accomplished its mission’’. 13

(4) President, and former Supreme Commander 14

of the Allied Expeditionary Forces, Dwight D. Ei-15

senhower acknowledged that ‘‘through the prompt 16

delivery of supplies and equipment to our armed 17

forces overseas, and of cargoes representing eco-18

nomic and military aid to friendly nations, the 19

American Merchant Marine has effectively helped to 20

strengthen the forces of freedom throughout the 21

world’’. 22

(5) Military missions and war planning were 23

contingent upon the availability of resources and the 24

Merchant Marine played a vital role in this regard, 25
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ensuring the efficient and reliable transoceanic 1

transport of military equipment and both military 2

and civilian personnel. 3

(6) The Merchant Marine provided for the suc-4

cessful transport of resources and personnel despite 5

consistent and ongoing exposure to enemy combat-6

ants from both the air and the sea, including from 7

enemy bomber squadrons, submarines, and naval 8

mines. 9

(7) The efforts of the Merchant Marine were 10

not without sacrifices as the Merchant Marine likely 11

bore a higher per-capita casualty rate than any of 12

the military branches during the war. 13

(8) The Merchant Marine proved to be an in-14

strumental asset on an untold number of occasions, 15

participating in every landing operation by the 16

United States Marine Corps, from Guadalcanal to 17

Okinawa. 18

(9) The Merchant Marine provided the bulk 19

tonnage of material necessary for the invasion of 20

Normandy, an invasion which, according to a 1944 21

New York Times article, ‘‘would not have been pos-22

sible without the Merchant Marine’’. 23

(10) In assessing the performance of the Mer-24

chant Marine, General Eisenhower stated, ‘‘every 25
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man in this Allied command is quick to express his 1

admiration for the loyalty, courage, and fortitude of 2

the officers and men of the Merchant Marine. We 3

count upon their efficiency and their utter devotion 4

to duty as we do our own; they have never failed 5

us’’. 6

(11) During a September 1944 speech, Presi-7

dent Franklin D. Roosevelt stated that the Merchant 8

Marine had ‘‘delivered the goods when and where 9

needed in every theater of operations and across 10

every ocean in the biggest, the most difficult, and 11

dangerous transportation job ever undertaken. As 12

time goes on, there will be greater public under-13

standing of our merchant fleet’s record during this 14

war’’. 15

(12) The feats and accomplishments of the 16

Merchant Marine are deserving of broader public 17

recognition. 18

(13) The United States will be forever grateful 19

and indebted to these merchant mariners for their 20

effective, reliable, and courageous transport of goods 21

and resources in enemy territory throughout thea-22

ters of every variety in World War II. 23

(14) The goods and resources transported by 24

the Merchant Marine saved thousands of lives and 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:01 Jan 24, 2020 Jkt 099200 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H5671.IH H5671kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
79

L0
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



5 

•HR 5671 IH

enabled the Allied Powers to claim victory in World 1

War II. 2

(15) The Congressional Gold Medal would be 3

an appropriate way to shed further light on the serv-4

ice of the merchant mariners in World War II and 5

the instrumental role they played in winning that 6

war. 7

(16) Many students of the Merchant Marine 8

Academy lost their lives as they sailed through 9

enemy-controlled waters or unloaded cargo in over-10

seas combat areas, and, as a result, the United 11

States Merchant Marine Academy is the only insti-12

tution among the 5 Federal academies to be author-13

ized to carry a battle standard as part of its color 14

guard. 15

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 16

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of the 17

House of Representatives and the President pro tempore 18

of the Senate shall make appropriate arrangements for the 19

award, on behalf of Congress, of a single gold medal of 20

appropriate design to the United States merchant mari-21

ners of World War II, in recognition of their dedicated 22

and vital service during World War II. 23

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purposes of the 24

award described in subsection (a), the Secretary of the 25
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Treasury (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 1

strike the gold medal with suitable emblems, devices, and 2

inscriptions, to be determined by the Secretary. 3

(c) AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINE MUSEUM.— 4

(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of the 5

gold medal under subsection (a), the gold medal 6

shall be given to the American Merchant Marine 7

Museum, where it will be available for display as ap-8

propriate and available for research. 9

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 10

Congress that the American Merchant Marine Mu-11

seum should make the gold medal given to the Mu-12

seum under paragraph (1) available for display else-13

where, particularly at appropriate locations associ-14

ated with the United States Merchant Marine and 15

that preference should be given to locations affiliated 16

with the United States Merchant Marine. 17

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 18

Under such regulations as the Secretary may pre-19

scribe, the Secretary may strike and sell duplicates in 20

bronze of the gold medal struck under section 3, at a price 21

sufficient to cover the costs of the medals, including labor, 22

materials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead expenses. 23

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:01 Jan 24, 2020 Jkt 099200 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H5671.IH H5671kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
79

L0
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



7 

•HR 5671 IH

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS. 1

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—Medals struck under this 2

Act are national medals for purposes of chapter 51 of title 3

31, United States Code. 4

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of section 5

5134 of title 31, United States Code, all medals struck 6

under this Act shall be considered to be numismatic items. 7

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:01 Jan 24, 2020 Jkt 099200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H5671.IH H5671kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
79

L0
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-01-25T03:29:56-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




