AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

ITA

Calendar No. 259

116TH CONGRESS
1ST SESSION S. J . RES. 9

Expressing the sense of Congress on the precipitous withdrawal of United
States Armed Forces from Syria and Afghanistan, and Turkey’s
unprovoked ineursion into Syria.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

OCTOBER 22, 2019
Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mr. BURR, Mr. GrRAHAM, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
Riscr, Ms. ConLINs, Mr. BARRAssO, Mr. RuBio, Mr. ISAKSON, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Ms. McSALLy, Mr. BLuNT, Mrs. Cariro, Mr. CrRUZ, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs.
FISCHER, and Mr. ROBERTS) introduced the following joint resolution;
which was read the first time

OCTOBER 23, 2019

Read the second time and placed on the calendar

JOINT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress on the precipitous with-
drawal of United States Armed Forces from Syria and
Afehanistan, and Turkey’s unprovoked incursion into

Syria.

Whereas the Islamic State of Iraq and al Sham, better known
by its acronym ISIS, flourished in the chaos unleashed
by the civil war in Syria and at one point controlled ex-

tensive territory in Iraq and Syria;
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Whereas ISIS murdered thousands of innocent civilians, in-
cluding Americans, and sought to ethnically cleanse the

territory it controlled of religious minorities;

Whereas the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forees, which is
composed of Kurdish and Arab fighters, remains an es-
sential United States partner in the successful campaign
to destroy ISIN’ so-called “‘caliphate’;

Whereas, backed by the United States and United States al-
lies, the Syrian Democratic Forces liberated millions of
Syrians from ISIS’ terrorist regime, and sustained ap-

proximately 11,000 casualties in the fight;

Whereas ISIS, al Qaeda, and their affiliates have proven re-
silient and have regrouped when the United States and

its partners have withdrawn from the fight against them;

Whereas Turkey’s unprovoked incursion into northeastern
Syria, which began on October 9, 2019, has displaced
more than 166,000 civilians, according to the United Na-
tions High Commissioner on Refugees, and dozens of ci-

vilians have been Kkilled on both sides;

Whereas, as a result of Turkey’s incursion into northeastern
Syria and the withdrawal of United States Armed
Forces, the Syrian Democratic Forces have turned to
Russia and the brutal Assad regime for support, while
more than a hundred ISIS-affiliated detainees have es-

caped from detention facilities; and

Whereas the Assad regime is responsible for murdering at
least 500,000 civilians and displacing at least 12,000,000
Syrians, or roughly half the country’s population at the
time that the civil war began in 2011, and the regime’s
return to northeastern Syria through its new partnership

with the Syrian Democratic Forces will allow the regime
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to extend its murderous campaign and again subjugate
the Kurdish, Sunni Arab, and religious minorities of

northeastern Syria: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That Congress—

(1) condemns in the strongest terms the Gov-
ernment of Turkey’s escalating hostilities against
Kurdish partners of the United States in Syria,
while recognizing the Government of Turkey’s legiti-
mate humanitarian, economic, and security concerns
emanating from the conflict in Syria;

(2) calls upon the United States Government to
pressure the Government of Turkey, including
through sanctions, to act with restraint, provide ac-
countability for human rights abuses conducted by
militias acting in support of Turkish military oper-
ations, and curtail its hostilities against United
States partner forces in Syria;

(3) reiterates United States opposition to the
forced repatriation of refugees from third countries
into Syria, and calls upon all refugee returns to be
safe, dignified, and voluntary;

(4) urges the President to rescind his invitation
to the White House to Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan until a more enduring cease-fire has
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been established between Turkish and Kurdish
forces in northeastern Syria;

(5) calls upon the United States Government to
continue supporting liberated Syrian Kurdish and
Arab communities in northeast Syria through hu-
manitarian support, including those displaced or oth-
erwise affected by ongoing violence in Syria, and
calls upon other nations to increase support to sta-
bilization efforts in northeastern Syria;

(6) strongly opposes any abandonment of our
Kurdish and Arab partners in Syria;

(7) calls for a halt to the withdrawal of United
States Armed Forces from Syria where practical,
and calls for the continued use of air power to target
ISIS and provide protection of ethnic and religious
minorities in northeastern Syria;

(8) expresses support for a continued United
States military presence in Iraq, along with efforts
to help Iraqi forces control their border, protect
their sovereignty, and counter ISIS;

(9) recognizes the continuing threat to United
States and United States allies posed by al Qaeda
and ISIS, which maintain an ability to operate in

Syria and Afghanistan;
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(10) warns that a precipitous withdrawal of
United States forces from the ongoing fight against
these groups, without effective, countervailing efforts
to secure gains in Syria and Afghanistan, could
allow terrorists to regroup, destabilize critical re-
olons, and create vacuums that could be filled by
Iran or Russia, to the detriment of United States in-
terests and those of our allies;

(11) recognizes that an unbroken chain of Ira-
nian-controlled territory across Syria poses a signifi-
cant threat to Israel;

(12) reiterates support for international diplo-
matic efforts to facilitate peaceful, negotiated resolu-
tions to the ongoing conflicts in Syria and Afghani-
stan on terms that respect the rights of innocent ci-
vilians and deny safe havens to terrorists;

(13) encourages close collaboration between the
executive branch and the legislative branch to ensure
continuing strong, bipartisan support for United
States military operations in Syria and Afehanistan;
and

(14) calls upon the President to certify whether
conditions have been met for the enduring defeat of

al Qaeda and ISIS before initiating any further sig-
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nificant withdrawal of United States forces from the

region.

*SJ 59 PCS






Calendar No. 259
11611 CONGRESS m. .—. —N_wm. mw
JOINT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress on the precipitous
withdrawal of United States Armed Forces from
Syria and Afehanistan, and Turkey’s unprovoked
incursion into Syria.

OCTOBER 23, 2019

Read the second time and placed on the calendar




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-10-24T07:21:35-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




