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Senator STABENOW reminded us that 

there are 38 million people who depend 
on food assistance, and a quarter of the 
people in New Mexico, as Senator HEIN-
RICH told us, depend on food assistance. 
He quoted his constituent Kathy, who 
pointed out that the President is hold-
ing us hostage. She said: Federal em-
ployees are being held hostage. We are 
now being held hostage in the Senate 
because the majority is unwilling to 
act on the legislation that has passed 
the House and previously passed the 
Senate. 

Senator BENNET talked about China 
landing on the dark side of the Moon 
last week. It is a reminder that we 
have to compete in this world, that we 
can’t assume that America is going to 
be No. 1 in everything again. Yet, while 
China was landing on the dark side of 
the Moon, our government was shut 
down. Thousands of researchers 
weren’t doing their jobs at NASA, the 
Department of Agriculture, and so 
many other places because we were 
shut down. 

The cost to the economy as a whole, 
as Senator HASSAN pointed out—there 
are craft breweries in New Hampshire, 
small businesses that can’t get their 
businesses started because government 
is shut down. 

Senator KLOBUCHAR pointed out that 
the cost to the economy, according to 
the President’s own advisers, is $10 bil-
lion a week. At a time when the stock 
market is going up and down, when we 
have people losing billions of dollars 
because of fluctuations in the stock 
market, $10 billion a week contributes 
to that uncertainty. 

Then, of course, Senator VAN HOLLEN 
and Senator MERKLEY and virtually ev-
erybody here talked about the impact 
on ordinary Americans from this gov-
ernment shutdown. We are going to 
hear from President Trump in about 5 
minutes. He is going to speak to the 
country. I will bet he doesn’t talk 
about the impact on ordinary Ameri-
cans of this government shutdown. I 
will bet he doesn’t talk about the cost 
to the economy or what he promised to 
sign when this Congress passed funding 
bills. I will bet he doesn’t talk about 
the future of America and what is 
going to happen if we don’t continue to 
invest in research and if we don’t con-
tinue to invest in our people and in-
stead get involved in these partisan 
fights. No. I think what he is going to 
do is tell Americans a made-up story 
about the emergency at our southern 
border—an emergency that we saw 
from Senator DURBIN and Senator 
MERKLEY is not real. We have gone 
from 1.6 million people coming across 
our southern border and being arrested 
down to about 200,000 in the last year. 

This is not a crisis that is affecting 
America. We need to address border se-
curity. Everybody here believes that. 
All of the people who spoke tonight 
said we need to address border secu-
rity. We need to do it in a way that is 
thoughtful and that spends taxpayer 
dollars wisely. 

It is time for us to act in the Senate. 
It is time for Congress to fund this gov-
ernment, to get it back open. I very 
much appreciate Senator KAINE’s work 
here tonight as we talk about the im-
pacts on this country of this govern-
ment shutdown. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
I yield to my colleague from Vir-

ginia. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I would 

like to finish the colloquy of the Demo-
cratic Senators who talked about this 
important issue—the need to reopen 
the government and to stop the shut-
down—and I intend to do so before 9 
o’clock. I want to thank my colleague 
from New Hampshire and all the col-
leagues who appeared on the floor 
today. 

On Friday, January 11, if we do not 
end this shutdown, it will be tied for 
the longest shutdown of government in 
the history of the United States. It is 
also a payday where more than 800,000 
Federal employees will not get a pay-
check. My quick census research sug-
gests that is essentially the population 
of South Dakota. More than 800,000 
people who just want to serve their 
country, some of whom have been 
forced to work without a paycheck, 
will not get a paycheck on January. 

Friday, January 11, is right after 
Christmas, when a lot of Christmas 
bills come due. Friday, January 11, is 
in the middle of winter, when heating 
bills are at their highest. Friday, Janu-
ary 11, is right before the beginning of 
the college spring semester, and fami-
lies will be sitting around kitchen ta-
bles to write tuition checks for their 
kids to go to school for the spring se-
mester. That will be this Friday. 

This shutdown hurts workers. I told 
stories of workers in Virginia who have 
already suffered, and my colleagues 
have as well. 

It hurts citizens. I had the experience 
two Saturdays ago of going to four 
Federal—either national forests or 
Park Service operations and seeing 
gates closed. I watched families come 
up. They had driven. They may not get 
a lot of vacation. They had a lot of kids 
in the car, and they were coming up to 
have fun with their families that day. I 
watched the looks on their faces as 
they pulled to the locations and saw 
the gates closed and the sign saying 
that they weren’t able to enjoy the day 
they had planned with their family. 
That is not the same as missing a 
mortgage payment, but for families 
who are stretched in time and want to 
spend a day enjoying time with each 
other—I saw the looks on their faces as 
they were turned away. 

Mr. President, you and I have worked 
together on an important initiative to 
train students, college students, to be 
our next cyber professionals. Today is 
the cyber jobs fair that the National 
Science Foundation sponsors for col-
lege students all over the country. It 
was at National Harbor. I went there. I 

walked by a lot of students who had 
come because they want to serve the 
country as cyber professionals, and 
they were having interviews. But a lot 
of the booths—the Department of Jus-
tice—there was a booth, there was a 
sign, but there was nobody there. There 
was nobody there from the Federal 
Agency to hire. 

These are effects on everyday citi-
zens, kids who want jobs, Federal agen-
cies that want to hire workers, families 
who just want to go to the parks. 

This is hurting workers, it is hurting 
citizens, and it is hurting our country. 

In conclusion, I just want to say: 
Why? Why would we want to hurt Fed-
eral workers? Why would we want 
them to be without a paycheck? Why 
do we want to hurt everyday citizens? 
Why do we want to hurt the reputation 
of the country? 

Because I could see from the looks on 
the faces of those getting turned away 
at the park not just aggravation, I 
could see: What kind of country is this? 
I am a hard-working person, I pay 
taxes, I am coming to a national park, 
I am coming to a national forest, and I 
am getting turned away because the 
President wants to shut down the gov-
ernment over a debate about border se-
curity. 

You know, Mr. President, because 
you and I worked on it together, in 
February, $25 billion for border secu-
rity, that wasn’t enough. The President 
blew up the deal. Five years ago, $44 
billion of border security wasn’t 
enough for the Republican House. 

We want to fund border security, but 
as I conclude, I just would say to this 
President: Do not hurt American work-
ers. Do not hurt American citizens. Do 
not hurt the reputation of the greatest 
country on Earth. 

I would say to my Republican col-
leagues, please be willing to vote and 
support exactly what you voted and 
supported just 3 weeks ago. 

Why the change in position? Why was 
it OK in December, and it is not OK 
now? Is it not OK because the Presi-
dent suddenly said he didn’t like it? Is 
it the job of the article I branch to play 
Mother May I with the President and 
seek his permission to be an article I 
branch? I don’t believe it is. Let’s end 
this shutdown. Let’s reopen govern-
ment. Let’s do border security and im-
migration reform the right way. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 9:01 p.m., 
adjourned until Wednesday, January 9, 
2019, at 10 a.m. 
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