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and staff from the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Agriculture, the Pennsyl-
vania Farm Show continues to be 
among the greatest shows on Earth. 

This weeklong event is the largest in-
door agricultural exposition in the Na-
tion, showcasing over 6,000 animals, 
featuring nearly 12,000 exhibits and 
more than half a million visitors. 

Each year, I host a listening session 
at the Farm Show, and we covered a 
range of topics on Saturday during the 
public forum, from raising awareness 
about agriculture education to helping 
our dairy farmers, and more. We dis-
cussed the passage of the 2018 farm bill, 
which will restore certainty for our 
farm families, provide nutritional sup-
port and greater opportunity for ulti-
mate food security through employ-
ment for our neighbors in financial 
need, renew a pathway to prosperity 
for our dairy producers, and build to-
ward a stronger rural economy. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the 
Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture, 
Russell Redding, for participating in 
the listening session, and also my col-
leagues: Congressman DWIGHT EVANS, 
Congressman DAN MEUSER, and Con-
gressman LLOYD SMUCKER. 

The Pennsylvania Farm Show truly 
does bring together so many different 
people in the ag community, and it is 
an event like no other. 

The Farm Show complex houses 24 
acres under one roof, spread through-
out 11 buildings, including three are-
nas. There is no admission fee. It is a 
great event for the entire family, and 
there are numerous educational shows. 

The Pennsylvania Farm Show pro-
vides an atmosphere for everyone to 
walk through, observe, and educate 
themselves about the different areas of 
agriculture, the Commonwealth’s larg-
est industry, which brings nearly $6.9 
billion annually in agricultural cash 
receipts. Almost half a million jobs are 
tied to the industry, which positively 
impacts all Pennsylvanians. 

Madam Speaker, 103 years ago, the 
Pennsylvania Farm Show was a 3-day 
exhibit. Today, the event is a weeklong 
celebration of how the agriculture in-
dustry touches our lives every day. 
Proudly, this event draws visitors from 
across the country to highlight every-
thing our State has to offer when it 
comes to ag. Numerous students par-
ticipate in the event as well from 4–H 
clubs to FFA organizations. 

The Pennsylvania Farm Show truly 
showcases our Nation’s farmers and 
landowners. I was thrilled to again 
take part in the best agricultural expo 
in the country. 

Madam Speaker, I want to close with 
the words from the prologue to the 
100th anniversary book that is pub-
lished by the Farm Show Foundation, 
with the Farm Show being dedicated to 
the farmers who feed us, the Penn 
State extension staff that lead us, and 
the consumers that need us. 
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OPEN OUR GOVERNMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

California (Mr. CARBAJAL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, 
this week, I visited the Customs and 
Border Protection facilities where 8- 
year-old Felipe Gomez Alonso was held 
shortly before he fell sick and trag-
ically died on Christmas Eve. This was 
just 3 weeks after 7-year-old Jakelyn 
Caal died in custody nearby. 

I went to Alamogordo because I 
wanted to hear directly from CBP 
agents why these two children died and 
what changes are being made to ensure 
that not one more child dies while in 
United States custody. 

CBP agents told us that they needed 
more personnel, more technological 
support, better coordination between 
agencies, and improvements to facili-
ties to accommodate the higher per-
centage of children and families seek-
ing asylum. 

One checkpoint I visited didn’t have 
a shower for migrants. They were 
transported an hour each way every 2 
days for a shower. The other facility 
didn’t even have potable water. 

The Border Patrol agents were also 
understandably frustrated that their 
online database did not synchronize 
with DHS systems, creating even more 
confusion when migrants were being 
moved or processed. Not once did the 
agents mention building a wall. 

What I confirmed was that this Presi-
dent purposefully created this humani-
tarian crisis at the border for political 
reasons by taking the following ac-
tions: 

Trump cut the Central American Mi-
nors refugee program, which had al-
lowed migrants from Central America 
to apply for humanitarian relief while 
in their home countries instead of trav-
eling to our border, forcing them to 
make a dangerous journey with their 
children to escape life-threatening vio-
lence in their countries. 

He then separated families at the 
border, taking toddlers from the arms 
of parents and losing track of people’s 
children in the process, a stain on the 
history of our great Nation. 

And he blocked asylum-seekers from 
their legal right to present themselves 
for screenings through metering at the 
ports or denying all asylum claims, 
creating huge backlogs at the legal 
ports of entry with squalid conditions 
and pushing more migrants to attempt 
to cross the border between ports of 
entry out of desperation. 

This is a real humanitarian crisis 
that is unfolding because of the Presi-
dent’s obsession with an ineffective 
wall that Mexico was supposedly going 
to pay for rather than listening to the 
actual needs of our CBP officers. 

The President continues to repeat 
the lie, as he did last night again, that 
America faces a crisis in the number of 
border crossings from Mexico. Surpris-
ingly, there was not one migrant 
housed at the two CBP facilities I vis-
ited this week. 

The reality is that overall border 
crossings are on the decline. There has 

been an 80 percent reduction in the 
number of border crossings since the 
year 2000. 

Trump created and welcomed this 
shutdown, telling the public that he is 
proud to shut down the government 
and that he ‘‘will take the mantle of 
shutting it down.’’ The President 
should, instead, join Congress and im-
mediately sign bipartisan legislation 
that previously passed both the House 
and the Senate to reopen the govern-
ment. 

More than 800,000 Federal workers 
aren’t sure of when their next pay-
check is coming, airport security and 
safety is suffering, and the affordable 
housing programs for our homeless vet-
erans are quickly running out of fund-
ing on the central coast that I rep-
resent and across the Nation. I urge the 
President to do the right thing so that 
we can get to work for the American 
people. 

Mr. President, open our government 
up. 
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CONGRATULATING CLEMSON TI-
GERS ON WINNING 2019 NA-
TIONAL FOOTBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today because it is a great day, a great 
week, and a great year to be a Clemson 
Tiger. 

The Third District of South Carolina, 
which I represent, is home to the 
Clemson Tigers, who were victorious in 
their performance against the Alabama 
Crimson Tide on Monday to claim their 
third college football national cham-
pionship, resulting in a perfect season, 
the first 15-win season in the modern 
era of Division I football. 

Coach Dabo Swinney led this historic 
team to not only victory, but a domi-
nating performance to truly establish 
Clemson as the best college football 
team in the entire country. They left 
no room for doubt. It was an amazing 
performance for everyone, from quar-
terback Trevor Lawrence—and my 
friend from Georgia, BARRY 
LOUDERMILK, will talk about Trevor 
shortly, the first true freshman to 
start and win a national championship 
in 33 years—to seniors like Christian 
Wilkins and walk-on wide receiver 
Hunter Renfrow. 
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The entire team and coaching staff 

showed poise, control, and leadership 
on and off the field the entire night. 

Coach Brent Venables, the defensive 
coordinator, prepared the Clemson de-
fense well. Alabama was in the red zone 
three times, on three different occa-
sions, but came away with zero points 
due to the great Tiger defense standing 
strong. Great work, Coach Venables, 
and a great job, Clemson defense. 

The Tide threw two interceptions in 
the first half, which Clemson leveraged 
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