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grateful for the opportunity to work to 
pursue policies that improve our Na-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I spent my first two 
terms in Congress building relation-
ships with my colleagues, in both the 
House and the Senate and in both po-
litical parties. I have done this based 
on my experiences that I had in the 
1980s as a staffer on the Senate Bank-
ing Committee, as well as my 4 years of 
service in the executive branch in the 
administration of President George 
H.W. Bush. 

I value political leaders reasoning to-
gether to find common ground to tack-
le our Nation’s policy challenges, large 
and small. 

In this context, I host periodic, bipar-
tisan dinners. I call these the ‘‘Long-
worth-Garner Dinners,’’ so named for 
Nick Longworth from Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Speaker of the House from 1925 to his 
untimely death in 1931, and his great 
friend, Congressman Jack Garner from 
Uvalde, Texas, minority leader much of 
the time when his friend Nick was 
Speaker. 

These two men could not have been 
more different. Longworth was from a 
patrician family who settled in Cin-
cinnati in the early 19th century, and 
he was married to Teddy Roosevelt’s 
oldest daughter, Alice. 

‘‘Cactus Jack’’ Garner was a rough- 
and-tumble small-town lawyer from 
Uvalde who rose to be a successful 
county judge and then became a terrifi-
cally successful Member of the U.S. 
House. As Garner put it, ‘‘I was the 
heathen, and Nick was the aristocrat.’’ 

Longworth and Garner came to Con-
gress at the same time in 1902. Both 
served with distinction; both rose to 
the top of their political parties; and 
both were terrific friends. 

When Longworth was sworn into 
speakership for the last time in April 
of 1929, he paid tribute to his friend, 
the minority leader and future Speak-
er, by saying: ‘‘The gentleman from 
Texas and I entered Congress together 
26 years ago. That he is a better man 
than I, in the estimation of his con-
stituents, is made clear by the fact 
that his service has been continuous, 
whereas mine was interrupted by a va-
cation of 2 years, by no means of my 
own motion. During all these years, 
our friendship has been continuously 
abiding, and our affection, esteem, and 
respect, the one for the other, is and 
has been, I am proud to say, mutual.’’ 

For his part, on the untimely death 
of Longworth in 1931, Garner, who did 
become Speaker, said: ‘‘He was an aris-
tocrat; I am a plebeian. Perhaps . . . 
our different rearing intensified our in-
terest in each other. I have lost one of 
the best friends of a lifetime, the coun-
try a good citizen, and the Congress a 
most valued legislator.’’ 

It was ‘‘Cactus Jack’’ and Nick who 
cooked up the tradition in room H–128 
of the U.S. Capitol. Each afternoon, no 
matter how much fighting took place 
on the floor of the U.S. House, they re-
treated to H–128, which they nick-

named the ‘‘Bureau of Education,’’ to 
have a drink and ‘‘strike a blow for lib-
erty.’’ 

Room H–128 went on to even greater 
fame, as longtime Speaker Sam Ray-
burn from Texas continued this tradi-
tion that he had witnessed as a young 
Member. 

The purpose of my Longworth-Garner 
Dinners is to get to know each other, 
to understand what our goals and ob-
jectives are for our constituents and 
how we can work effectively together 
on the House Financial Services Com-
mittee. 

Madam Speaker, I will continue the 
tradition of Longworth and Garner in 
the 116th Congress. I look forward to 
working hand-in-hand and shoulder-to- 
shoulder with my colleagues in both 
parties and on both sides of the U.S. 
Capitol to move this country forward 
and seek a better Nation through our 
partnership. 

f 

END GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Ms. HAALAND) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to urge President Trump and Sen-
ate Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL 
to reopen the Federal Government. 
Let’s be clear: the crisis is not along 
our Nation’s southern border. The real 
crisis is getting people back to work. 

I cannot stand by silently while near-
ly 800,000 Federal workers, thousands 
of which are in New Mexico, won’t re-
ceive a paycheck, and countless, inno-
cent people suffer because they will not 
receive essential services from the Fed-
eral Government. 

The government shutdown impacts 
the State of New Mexico more than al-
most anywhere in this country. The 
government shutdown directly affects 
more than 6,000 Federal employees 
throughout New Mexico. These dedi-
cated public servants are not getting 
paid, but they still need to pay the 
rent, put food on the table, and they 
still need to make payments on their 
car loans and student loans. 

Almost 50,000 residents of New Mexi-
co’s First Congressional District de-
pend on SNAP benefits to feed their 
families. The government shutdown 
means that SNAP benefits are threat-
ened. 

As someone who relied on govern-
ment assistance programs when I was 
raising my daughter as a single mom, I 
have been there, and I know that it is 
devastating for these people to worry 
about how they are going to pay for 
their next meal and take care of their 
families. 

Our Indian tribes, pueblos, and na-
tions who rely on Federal funding for 
aging services and Indian Health Serv-
ices for medical care, are already being 
impacted by this shutdown, and the 
suffering will grow greater as the shut-
down drags on. If this shutdown con-
tinues, 62 percent of Indian Health 

Services will be forced to cease offering 
services, and 54 percent will be forced 
to lay off essential staff. This is a rec-
ipe for disaster. 

On the Navajo Nation in my State, 
people have been trapped in their 
homes without food, water, and medi-
cine because the government has failed 
to fund the Federal maintenance to 
plow snow from the roads. 

The Department of Agriculture’s 
Food Distribution Program on Indian 
reservations runs out of funding at the 
end of this month. This program pro-
vides nutrition assistance to nearly 
90,000 Native Americans. 

Madam Speaker, I voted to pass leg-
islation through this House that Demo-
crats have put forward to reopen the 
government. What we need now is Sen-
ator MITCH MCCONNELL and President 
Trump to show that same kind of lead-
ership and act on these bills, which the 
Senate already passed last year, and 
reopen our government. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Thank You, O Lord, for giving us an-
other day. 

Lord, You are ever present, the 
source of all wisdom and self-giving 
love. The Sacred Scriptures reveal 
Your continued guidance in human af-
fairs. We thank You for the many 
blessings granted this Nation through-
out its history. 

In these early days of the 116th Con-
gress, we seek Your mercy and rely on 
Your revelations to guide and protect 
this legislative body. With renewed 
standards of ethics and a deeper com-
mitment of accountability, may all 
who serve in public office be Your 
steady instruments in unifying, pro-
tecting, and guiding the American peo-
ple of this democracy to increasing vir-
tue, greater prosperity, and witness to 
goodness for the world. 

We thank You, again, for the inspira-
tion of our Nation’s Founders and the 
legacy they left us. May the Members 
of this assembly and all Americans be 
worthy of that legacy. 

May all that is done this day be done 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
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