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The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

SWEARING IN OF DELEGATE

The SPEAKER. Will Ms. PLASKETT
present herself in the well.

All Members will rise and Ms.
PLASKETT will please raise her right
hand.

Ms. PLASKETT appeared at the bar
of the House and took the oath of office
as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that you will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that you take
this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOYER). The Chair will entertain up to
15 requests for l-minute speeches on
each side of the aisle.

———

HEALTHCARE

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
healthcare is important, and no one
knows that better than our country’s
nurses. As the first registered nurse
elected to Congress, I know how the Af-
fordable Care Act has improved our
country’s healthcare, especially for the
133 million Americans living with pre-
existing conditions, including 11.5 mil-
lion who live in my home State of
Texas, the most uninsured State in the
Nation.

Today, we are bringing a resolution
to the floor which will empower the
House of Representatives, the people’s
House, to intervene in a lawsuit that
Republicans have brought solely to
throw the American healthcare system
into chaos. I urge my colleagues to
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support the Allred resolution and vote
to protect the healthcare of millions of
our fellow Americans.

————
INAUGURATION DAY
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, South Carolinians today will
celebrate the inauguration of Governor
Henry McMaster, Lieutenant Governor
Pamela Evette, and Attorney General
Alan Wilson, along with all of our
other constitutional officers.

After serving 2 years as Governor
succeeding Governor Nikki Haley,
Henry McMaster enters his first full
term. He has dedicated his life to serv-
ing our citizens. Best wishes to Henry,
First Lady Peggy, and their two chil-
dren, Henry, Jr., and Mary Rodgers.

The Governor’s running mate, Pam-
ela Evette, is a successful business
leader to serve as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor. Her husband, David, and chil-
dren, Amanda, Joseph, and Jackson,
will make a positive difference.

Our oldest son, Alan, was sworn in
for a third term today after becoming
the youngest attorney general in the
Nation in 2011. Our family is very
grateful for his and his wife Jennifer’s
success, with our grandchildren, Mi-
chael and Anna Grace.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

IN SUPPORT OF COVERAGE FOR
PREEXISTING CONDITIONS

(Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr.
Speaker, one in two, the number of
Delawareans living with a preexisting
condition, including cancer survivors
and those with chronic diseases.

Before the Affordable Care Act, hav-
ing a preexisting condition meant your
access to healthcare was in jeopardy.
You could be charged unaffordable pre-
miums with limited benefits or denied
coverage outright. Because of the ACA,
the fear of not being able to find cov-
erage has been replaced with the guar-
antee of lifesaving protections.

To those who want to roll back those
protections, I ask you to think about
the Delawareans caring for a newborn
with congenital heart disease, those
struggling to overcome substance use
disorder, or the many monitoring their
blood sugar up to 10 times a day.

Just 9 years ago, this body rightfully
promised to protect those very people.
I urge my colleagues to stand with me
in defending strong protections for peo-
ple with preexisting conditions and re-
ject efforts to turn back the clock on
millions of Americans and their fami-
lies.

URGING FEDERAL RECOGNITION
OF THE LITTLE SHELL TRIBE OF

CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF MON-
TANA
(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge this body to provide the
Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians
of Montana with the overdue Federal
recognition they deserve.

The Little Shell Tribe began peti-
tioning the Federal Government for
recognition in the 1930s, several gen-
erations ago. Mr. Speaker, 80 years
later, the resolute Tribe continues
their efforts.

Last year, the Little Shell Tribe of
Chippewa Indians Restoration Act
passed this House unanimously. It was
the first time that a bill providing Fed-
eral recognition of the Little Shell
Tribe passed either the House or the
Senate.

Following passage in the House, how-
ever, this uncontroversial bill hit a
roadblock in the Senate. We take up
their worthy cause again today as I in-
troduce the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I call on this body to
consider and pass this bill again. This
Congress should provide the Little
Shell Tribe with the Federal recogni-
tion it deserves, particularly after
eight decades of dedicated efforts.

————

RISING IN SUPPORT OF
BACKGROUND CHECKS

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise in support of H.R. 8, the Bipartisan
Background Checks Act of 2019, a com-
monsense bill to mandate background
checks before the sale of a firearm.

During my first term in Congress, I
served with my friend and former Con-
gresswoman Gabby Giffords on the
Armed Services Committee. Mr. Speak-
er, 8 years ago this week, during a pub-
lic meeting with her constituents, a
gunman shot her and 18 others, trag-
ically killing 6.

Since that dark day in 2011, mass
shootings have become commonplace,
occurring in our schools, houses of wor-
ship, movie theaters, nightclubs, gro-
cery stores, a newsroom, a concert,
nearly every place imaginable that
should be safe.

Although 97 percent of Americans
support background checks, many
Members of Congress simply pass along
thoughts and prayers in the face of
these tragedies instead of taking ac-
tion.

Enough. The Nation’s gun violence
epidemic must be addressed by the
116th Congress.

I am in awe of Gabby’s resilience and
advocacy for overdue gun safety re-
forms like H.R. 8, which will ensure
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that firearms do not end up in the
hands of those who cannot pass a sim-
ple background check.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this bill.

RECOGNIZING OKANOGAN COUNTY
SHERIFF FRANK ROGERS

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today,
on National Law Enforcement Appre-
ciation Day, I rise to honor Frank Rog-
ers, who has served the public in his
role as Okanogan County sheriff for the
past 16 years. In his own words, Sheriff
Rogers ‘‘bleeds cop.”

He spent the past three decades in
the northern part of my district work-
ing to improve his community and pro-
moting camaraderie among different
law enforcement agencies. From solv-
ing burglaries and violent crime cases
to helping evacuate those affected by
devastating wildfires, Frank has been
dedicated to his friends and neighbors.
Also known as Sheriff Batman, he
acted as a superhero for the people of
Okanogan County.

Sheriff Rogers signed off for the last
time on December 31, and I know he is
excited to spend more time with his
wife, Minette, and his family. I urge
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating him on a successful career and
wishing him all the best in the future.

——————

REOPENING OF SHEA’S SENECA
BUILDING

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, the storied Shea’s Seneca
building on Seneca Street in South
Buffalo reopens to the public after 18
months of extensive renovations made
possible by Federal and State historic
tax credits.

Built in 1929, the former movie the-
ater was the anchor of the once-thriv-
ing Seneca Street business district, and
it will reopen this Thursday. The use of
Federal historic tax credits added more
than $1 million to this historic preser-
vation project.

There is new hope and optimism
about the future of Seneca Street be-
cause of the vision of developer Jake
Schneider and his wise use of the Fed-
eral Historic Tax Credit program that
made the Shea’s Seneca project a re-
ality.

———

CELEBRATING LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPRECIATION DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today on Law En-
forcement Appreciation Day to com-
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mend law enforcement officers
throughout our Nation who answer the
call to serve their communities. This
day is designated annually on January
9 to show support to our law enforce-
ment leaders in every community, in-
cluding our Capitol Police, who are
with us here each and every day.

Law enforcement officers face in-
creasingly difficult circumstances
while working to serve and protect the
public. It is a dangerous job, and, often,
it is a thankless job. Our officers put
on their uniforms each day knowing
that they can be in harm’s way at any
moment. They answer the call in times
of distress, and they follow the rules
and wear the badge proudly.

Mr. Speaker, we must remember that
our officers are mothers and fathers,
sons and daughters, husbands and
wives. They are humans, and they ar-
guably have one of the most difficult
jobs in America.

So today and each day, let’s honor
our brothers and sisters in blue. Let’s
thank them for the important work
that they do to keep us all safe.

——
0 1215
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump’s irresponsible shutdown is
in its 19th day. America’s working fam-
ilies are bearing the brunt.

In Illinois alone, more than 7,000 Fed-
eral workers are going without pay.
Without a solution, more Americans,
and our Nation’s economy, will suffer.
Tax refunds that families depend on
could be frozen or delayed.

Nutrition assistance programs could
be reduced. The Northern Illinois Food
Bank is now dipping in to reserves to
operate without USDA funding.

Air travelers, already experiencing
longer lines as TSA struggles to staff
checkpoints with workers who aren’t
being paid, will incur even longer
delays.

None of this is necessary. Last week,
this new Congress passed bipartisan
bills to fully reopen our government.
This week we will pass them again, de-
partment by department.

The President needs to stop holding
our Federal agencies and the liveli-
hoods of thousands of families hostage.
The Senate needs to take ‘“‘yes’ for an
answer and vote to open the govern-
ment now. Then we can continue the
debate on how best to secure our bor-
der.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
KEN SCHWEBEL

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a constituent and a
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friend of mine, Mr. Ken Schwebel, of
Mount Joy, Pennsylvania, who faith-
fully served as the chairman of the
Keystone Chapter of Associated Build-
ers and Contractors in 2018. Ken also
currently serves as the president of the
Witmer Group, a leading regional ma-
sonry company.

Ken led the Keystone ABC Chapter
through many milestones during his
time as chair. Under his leadership, the
chapter chartered its first-ever college
student chapter from Millersville Uni-
versity, and also taught middle-school

children more about construction
through two Construction War pro-
grams.

The chapter also had a record num-
ber of participants in networking
events, and had the largest enrollment
in its apprenticeship program under
Ken’s leadership.

I would like to congratulate and
thank Ken for his service to the con-
struction industry and to our commu-
nity.

———

WE CAN DO BETTER

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today, on
Twitter, President Trump threatened
to withhold FEMA disaster money
from California.

Mr. Speaker, maybe the President
doesn’t know what FEMA disaster
funding goes for. It helps rebuild
homes. It helps folks rebuild schools,
hospitals.

Maybe the President doesn’t know
that we have suffered devastating
wildfires in California. We have lost
close to 28,000 structures. We have had
billions of dollars of damage. Close to
my district, 14,000 homes were lost.

Mr. Speaker, what makes America
great is when our neighbors, our fellow
countrymen suffer a tragedy, we come
together as a Nation.

Mr. Speaker, what I find disgusting is
that the President seems to lack the
compassion to know that fellow Ameri-
cans are suffering right now.

Mr. Speaker, we can do better than
that.

———

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
DAY

(Mr. MITCHELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to address the House on National
Law Enforcement Day.

I am not sure we are all aware of the
demands and risks that the men and
women in uniform face every day when
they go out to work. They respond to
the call always, every day, in bad
weather, in disasters, at huge risk.

They often don’t know what to ex-
pect, but they respond. They respond
to domestic violence. They respond in
issues of drug trafficking. They re-
spond when there are bullets flying,
and they do it without hesitation.
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