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find it interesting, and I hope you do as
well, Madam Speaker.

This newfound abundance of turkeys
is an amazing story because, due to
urban pressures and habitat loss and
improperly regulated hunting, not too
long ago, wild turkeys were in decline
across the Nation. But they have since
rebounded through basic conservation
efforts.

With innovative thinking and
proactive policy, we can conserve and
restore other wildlife and natural habi-
tats, while bringing social, cultural,
and economic multipliers to our rural
communities.

Nebraska has been at the forefront of
such conservation efforts, and we will
continue to lead this charge at home as
well as here, so I have introduced the
Recovering America’s Wildlife Act.

Now, Madam Speaker, we weren’t
able to get it through Congress last
year, but I think by the end of the ses-
sion, we had 120—it was probably a lit-
tle bit higher—bipartisan cosponsors.

So what does it do? It takes an up-
stream approach to habitat protection
through robust funding of State wild-
life action plans so that we don’t have
the downstream effect of habitat loss.
In Nebraska, we do this through means
of voluntary landowner agreements.

This is why this is important. As we
approach the renewal of the Endan-
gered Species Act, RAWA, the Recov-
ering America’s Wildlife Act, actually
gets in front of the problem by pre-
venting wildlife from becoming endan-
gered in the first place, and it moves us
from costly regulation and litigation
to collaboration.

I am very excited about this because
I think it is another way in which we
can use moneys from lands in Federal
trust and plow it back into another
form of trust that creates a widespread
benefit for those interested in environ-
mental policy, those interested in con-
servation policy, and those interested
in enhanced recreational sporting and
hunting opportunity.

That is why so many people have got-
ten on this bill. It transcends our di-
vide. It is a creative mechanism by
which we use certain moneys that are
already being gathered into the Treas-
ury and apply them in innovative and
creative ways.

Madam Speaker, I, again, am grate-
ful for the opportunity to have had
time to present to this body an over-
view of last year’s work. It is impor-
tant because, ultimately, it is not just
about policy; it is about persons.

A woman named Mary came into my
office this past year, and she was with
two men who had made their living as
truckers. Their pensions were in dan-
ger. Mary just began to tear up as she
explained the dire circumstances in
which they found themselves, because
multiemployer pension plans—this is a
little bit in the weeds, but multiem-
ployer pension plans, some are in dire
condition.

So what does that mean? Somebody
who said, “I am going to work for this
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set of benefits and, in turn, I am going
to be guaranteed an income of this
level in my older years,” all of that
promise, all that work and those prom-
ises are now under real threat.

So, again, working in a bipartisan
fashion, that is an area which is in se-
vere need that we worked to try to fix
last year and will do so again, working
with colleagues on both sides of the
aisle.

Madam Speaker, my intention to-
night was to give an overview of the
last year because so often, again, in the
dynamics of the moment, we lose sight
of the good things that were accom-
plished for our economic security, for
our national security, for family secu-
rity, for the well-being of our land and
water. By taking a little bit of a look
back, maybe this gives us some pros-
pect for unity, consensus, while fight-
ing on principle, but unity and con-
sensus for good.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 29 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, January 10, 2019, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

17. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-518, ‘“‘Bruce Robey Court Designation
Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

18. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-533, ‘‘Clarification of Hospital Closure
Procedure Temporary Amendment Act of
2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

19. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-546, ‘‘Revised Transfer of Jurisdiction
over U.S. Reservation 724 (Lots 896 and 897
within Square 620) and Extinguishment of
Covenants Act of 2018, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

20. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-532, ‘‘Prevention of Child Abuse and
Neglect Temporary Amendment Act of 2018,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

21. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-519, “‘Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Support
Clarification Temporary Amendment Act of
2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

22. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
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Act 22-545, ‘‘Relocation of a Passageway
Easement in Square 696 Authorization Act of
2018”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

23. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-544, ‘‘Approval of the Starpower Com-
munications Open Video System Franchise
Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

24. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-503, ‘‘Revised Synthetics Abatement
and Full Enforcement Drug Control Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2018”°, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

25. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-542, ‘‘Parcel 42 Surplus Property Dec-
laration and Disposition Approval Act of
2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

26. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-541, ““‘Boxing and Wrestling Commis-
sion Amendment Act of 2018, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

27. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-502, ‘‘Parent-led Play Cooperative
Temporary Amendment Act of 2018’°, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

28. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-540, ‘“Vulnerable Population and Em-
ployer Protection Amendment Act of 2018,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

29. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-547, ““Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Support
Clarification Amendment Act of 2018, pur-
suant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

30. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-499, ‘“‘Access to Public Benefits Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2018”°, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

31. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-517, ““Service Contract Regulation Act
of 2018”’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

32. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-516, ‘‘Teachers, Police, and Fire-
fighters Retirement Benefits Amendment
Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

33. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-515, “‘Trafficking Survivors Relief
Amendment Act of 2018, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

34. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-505, ‘“‘At-Risk Tenant Protection
Clarifying Amendment Act of 2018”°, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.
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