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A fourth area is equal representation. 

So we have had a number of elections 
where we created a discrepancy be-
tween the popular vote and the out-
come for President—another factor 
driving citizens. The whole electoral 
college was set up in a world in which 
communication was very difficult. It 
might take weeks to get the votes to 
the Capitol, but that is not the world 
we live in any longer. 

So isn’t it time to go to a direct 
vote? 

Back in the 2000 election, 48 percent 
of the voters picked Al Gore for Presi-
dent, and that was a majority, but we 
had 8 years of George Bush. 

The electoral college is antiquated— 
an antiquated idea based on a histor-
ical factor of communication that no 
longer exists. 

So let’s move to direct vote, either 
through the national popular vote, 
which can be done State by State by 
State by sending their electoral votes 
to the candidate who wins the major-
ity, or through a constitutional amend-
ment. 

And while we are at it, let’s give vot-
ing representation in the House and 
Senate to the 4 million people who cur-
rently are American citizens who do 
not have a vote in the Presidential 
election. 

While we are at it, let’s give voting 
representation in the House and Senate 
to the 4 million people who currently 
are American citizens who do not have 
a vote in the House or Senate. For the 
people of Puerto Rico, Guam, a number 
of other Territories, and the Virgin Is-
lands, shouldn’t there at least be one 
person in this Chamber representing 
them? 

I went down to Puerto Rico 8 months 
after the big hurricane to look at the 
restoration, and the restoration pro-
gram was horrific. I came away think-
ing, if there was somebody who stood 
in this Chamber with a vote or in the 
House Chamber with a vote and could 
speak to the abysmal restoration of in-
frastructure after that hurricane, it 

would not have been such a disaster. 
We would all have listened and re-
sponded and helped. But there was no-
body here that represented them. A 
number of us tried to carry their mes-
sage, their plea, but it is different than 
having somebody who carries a vote. 

So let’s figure out a system—some 
system. No system will satisfy every-
one, but give at least a vote in the Sen-
ate and a vote in the House for the por-
tion of the population of those Amer-
ican citizens who do not have a vote. 

So our constitutional system is in 
very deep trouble. When I came into 
political life we had a Voting Rights 
Act that had taken on the issue of 
voter intimidation and voter suppres-
sion. We don’t have it today, thanks to 
the Supreme Court. Corruption is in-
habiting our ‘‘we the people’’ Constitu-
tion. 

When I came in we had a system that 
was much more transparent with peo-
ple making donations to candidates, 
and today we have vast dark money 
corrupting the system. 

Gerrymandering has been with us for 
a long time. Isn’t it time that we ad-
dress that? Shouldn’t it be a situation 
in which voters pick their representa-
tives, not representatives picking their 
voters? Isn’t it time to address a na-
tional popular vote? 

We have allowed so much to happen. 
We haven’t pushed back the failure of 
the Supreme Court to defend our Con-
stitution. When they struck down the 
Voting Rights Act, they said Congress 
can repass another one. But have we 
done so? Have we had a vote on the 
floor of the Senate since the Voting 
Rights Act was struck down? Do we 
have bipartisan buy-in that it is our re-
sponsibility to protect voters to have a 
fair process? If not, why not? It is way 
past time. So let each of us ponder the 
vision of our Constitution—the ‘‘we the 
people’’ vision of our Constitution. 
Let’s remember that we took an oath 
to honor this vision and that we are 
failing. Now, in recognition of that, 
let’s come together—Democrats and 

Republicans, House Members and Sen-
ate Members—and take on this vast 
corruption that is destroying the fun-
damental vision on which our Nation 
was founded—a vision I love, a vision 
that will produce laws by and for the 
people, a vision that produces laws the 
reflect, as Thomas Jefferson said, the 
will of the people. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 10 a.m. to-
morrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:44 p.m., 
adjourned until Thursday, January 10, 
2019, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION 

HEATH P. TARBERT, OF MARYLAND, TO BE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION, 
VICE J. CHRISTOPHER GIANCARLO. 

HEATH P. TARBERT, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A COMMIS-
SIONER OF THE COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMIS-
SION FOR A TERM EXPIRING APRIL 13, 2024 , VICE J. 
CHRISTOPHER GIANCARLO, TERM EXPIRING. 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

MICHAEL GRAHAM, OF KANSAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2020, VICE EARL F. 
WEENER, TERM EXPIRED. 

JENNIFER L. HOMENDY, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2024. (REAPPOINT-
MENT) 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

ANDREW WHEELER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, 
VICE SCOTT PRUITT. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

GEOFFREY WILLIAM SEIJI OKAMOTO, OF CALIFORNIA, 
TO BE DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
VICE RAMIN TOLOUI. 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be general 

LT. GEN. MICHAEL X. GARRETT 
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