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abolition of U.S. Customs and Immi-
gration Enforcement efforts. At the
very time when these are some of the
most stressed people working on behalf
of the country for the Federal Govern-
ment, we have people on the other side
saying we should eliminate border en-
forcement.

We had a bill introduced in this
Chamber last year that every Member
of the minority supported. When you
read it closely—I am not at all sure
they all did because I don’t believe this
is the position they all had, but when
you read it closely, it was a clear open
borders bill. There was no way anybody
was likely to be apprehended crossing
the border except just to tell them
“You know you are here legally now.
Come back sometime, and we will see if
we can figure out what to do.”

We are for protecting people who are
uniquely at risk in the country that
they come from.

Asylum is an important thing. No
country in the history of the world has
been any more open than we have been
to allowing people to come here le-
gally, to have people who legally seek
asylum come here. But the truth is,
there is no asylum granted just be-
cause you are from a poor country or
from a dangerous country, so most of
the people who come saying that they
are seeking asylum don’t get it. Maybe
that is why most of them don’t show up
in court. They know that their argu-
ment—they would rather be here than
where they are from, but their argu-
ment will never work in court for most
of them, and that is clearly under-
stood.

We are going to have a lot better op-
portunity to solve the problems we
need to solve regarding the border if
people have confidence that the gov-
ernment has done a reasonable job of
securing the border. I don’t think any-
body expects the border in a big coun-
try like ours to be so impenetrable
that nobody could ever get in under
any circumstances. I think they do ex-
pect that when you have found the 90-
or 95-percent solution, appearing until
now to be affordable and widely sup-
ported—when you have found the 90-
percent solution, people do expect that
at the very least that you would apply
the 90-percent standard to the responsi-
bility of the government to secure its
borders.

So whether it is trying to figure out
what we need in our workforce to have
a continued growing and vibrant econ-
omy or it is trying to figure out what
we do about people who have come here
and decided to stay, whether they came
here across the border or in some other
way but stayed beyond the time they
were supposed to be here or got here
without going through the normal
process—those are going to be much
easier to come to a conclusion on if
people know that the government has
done its job to get the border under an
acceptable and anticipated level of se-
curity, which we would expect to have
in a country as strong and vibrant as
ours.
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Particularly for people who were
brought here and grew up here, this is
an 80-percent issue in the Congress and
in the country. Virtually nobody
thinks kids who grew up here and
didn’t get in significant trouble
shouldn’t be allowed to live in the
country they grew up in. Frankly, we
need them. We need young people en-
tering the workforce. We need people
who are, in almost all cases, highly
motivated.

I talked to a university president
just this week who said that these kids
are the kids who, over and over again,
set the standard. They are the Kkids
who, over and over again, prove why we
want them to be in our country.

These problems will be much more
solvable if we will just deal with the
one fundamental problem of control-
ling our borders, of having immigra-
tion laws that work.

I hope, as was mentioned earlier
today, that we can get to this conclu-
sion and get to this conclusion quickly.
This is obviously a place where we need
to come together. Not only does the
government need to function, but this
is an issue we need to solve, and I guar-
antee that all of these related issues
will be more easily solved if we secure
the border.

No President has ever had the credi-
bility that this President will have if
he says to the American people: I have
met my commitment. The border is se-
cure. We are now continuing to work to
be sure that the court systems work,
that we have protected those people
who protect us on the border. There is
great credibility here if the President
is willing to get to a place that he can
say that.

I think his efforts to secure the bor-
der are significant steps toward allow-
ing us to solve the other problems we
need to solve, and we need to solve
them sooner rather than later.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
ERNST). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:20 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. COTTON).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

CONSTITUTING THE MAJORITY
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED SIXTEENTH CONGRESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 12, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 12) to constitute the
majority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Sixteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to and the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 12) was agreed
to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.”’)

———

CONSTITUTING THE MINORITY
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED SIXTEENTH CONGRESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 13, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 13) to constitute the
minority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Sixteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to and the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 13) was agreed
to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Submitted Resolu-
tions.”)

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SE-
CURITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
ACT OF 2019—Motion to Proceed—
Continued

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, this
shutdown is not a negotiation situa-
tion. This is a hostage situation.
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