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spiritual leader, and true man of God, Rev-
erend Doctor Cameron Madison Alexander,
the beloved Pastor of Antioch Baptist Church
North in Atlanta, Georgia. Sadly, Reverend
Alexander transitioned from labor to reward on
Sunday, December 30, 2018. He leaves in his
wake many heavy hearts among his church
family, community, and across the world. His
funeral service was held on January 7, 2019,
at 11 am at Antioch Baptist Church North lo-
cated at 540 Cameron M. Alexander Blvd NW,
Atlanta, GA, 30318. What a celebration of life
it was.

Rev. Cameron Madison Alexander was born
to the union of Reverend Homer M. and Au-
gusta (Hutchins) Alexander on February 12,
1932. A product of the Atlanta Public School
System, he graduated from Booker T. Wash-
ington High School in 1948, where he played
football, ran track, and played saxophone in
the band. After high school, he attended Flor-
ida A&M University, was in the Marching 100
band, and served his country in the United
States Air Force. He then attended Morehouse
College under President Dr. Benjamin E.
Mays, earning a Bachelor of Arts degree, re-
ceived his Master of Divinity degree from the
Morehouse School of Religion, served there
as the President and Treasurer as well as
Trustee of the Morehouse School of Medicine.
In recognition of his numerous contributions to
society, he was awarded Honorary Doctor of
Divinity degrees from the United Theological
Seminary (1978), the Interdenominational
Theological Center (1991), and Carver Bible
College (2007).

His pastoral ministry began at Mt. Olive
Baptist Church in Cartersville, Georgia. From
there he was called to the Flagg Chapel Bap-
tist Church in Milledgeville, Georgia, then in
1958 to New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
in Macon where he became an activist leader
against injustice, resulting in desegregation of
the city buses, lunch counters, the Bowden
Golf Course, and Mercer University. In 1965,
Rev. Alexander was called to St. John Baptist
Church in Savannah where he took his min-
istry beyond the church walls and formed a
partnership with C&S Bank to improve 109
blocks of real estate in Savannah and provide
affordable housing and jobs.

In 1969, while visiting Antioch as a guest,
Reverend Alexander delivered a sermon so
powerful that the church voted by write-in the
next day to call him as Pastor. For almost 50
years, he was the driving force behind Antioch
Baptist Church North. Under his leadership,
the church grew from 600 members with an
annual budget of less than $40,000 to 14,000
members and a multi-million dollar annual
budget. He established over 75 ministries and
outreach programs touching communities in
Atlanta and across the world.

Rev. Alexander’s extraordinary servant lead-
ership was prolific. For 29 years, he served as
President of the General Missionary Baptist
Convention of Georgia which claims a mem-
bership of more than 800 churches; Vice
President of the National Baptist Convention,
USA, Inc.; and Dean for the Sunday School
and Baptist Training Union Congress. He
trained, licensed, and ordained 600 ministers,
150 of whom went on to pastor other church-
es. He established the Antioch International
Macedonian Missionaries (AIMM) ministry to
touch “the least of these” beyond our nation’s
borders, addressing issues of inadequate safe
drinking water, food, and medical care in Haiti,
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South Africa, Turkey, Columbia, and Brazil
where AIMM facilitated opening the first uni-
versity for black Brazilians known as Afrobras.

The City of Atlanta honored Dr. Alexander
by naming a street for him. He was inducted
into Atlanta Business League’s Legends Hall
of Fame and the International Civil Rights Hall
of Fame at the Martin Luther King Jr. National
Historic Site. He was invited to submit one of
his inaugural sermons to the American Folklife
Center at the Library of Congress which be-
came part of the oral history and spoken word
collections that preserve Americans’ accounts
of and reactions to important cultural events.

On a personal note, | met Dr. Alexander 40
years ago through my Pastor and his good
friend, Dr. J.H. Flakes, Jr. of the Fourth Street
Baptist Church of Columbus. His friendship,
advice, and counsel were pivotal in my polit-
ical career in The Georgia General Assembly
and in Congress. | am better for having known
him.

Dr. Alexander accomplished much in his life;
yet, none of it would have been possible but
for the Grace of God and the love and support
of his family—including his beloved wife, Bar-
bara; their four children, Gregory (deceased),
Cameron, Kenneth, and Barbara; and his nine
grandchildren, all of whom will miss him deep-
ly.

Madam Speaker, my wife Vivian and |,
along with countless others throughout Geor-
gia and the nation salute Reverend Doctor
Cameron Madison Alexander for his out-
standing accomplishments in the ministry and
his service to humankind. | ask my colleagues
in the House of Representatives to join us in
extending our deepest sympathies to Rev-
erend Alexander’s family, friends, loved ones,
and all who grieve during this difficult time of
bereavement. We pray that they will be con-
soled and comforted by an abiding faith and
the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks, and months
ahead.

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR.
ROBERT HAND

HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 10, 2019

Ms. DELBENE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Robert Hand who was named
Teacher of the Year in Washington State. Mr.
Hand is a family and consumer sciences
teacher at Mount Vernon High School, in my
district. This award goes to teachers who dis-
play an unwavering commitment to the suc-
cess of their students.

Mr. Hand has been teaching at Mount
Vernon since 2013. He has taught Beginning
Foods, Life After High School, and Careers in
Education, Nutrition, and Leadership. Along
with being an outstanding teacher, he has also
held important roles throughout our commu-
nity, including as an adviser for Family, Ca-
reer, and Community Leaders of America and
for the Social Justice Club.

Mr. Hand’s outreach to students extends be-
yond the classroom. His teachings often relate
back to his students, in uplifing ways. Mr.
Hand is a champion of diversity and has rec-
ognized the diversity of his students by dis-
playing eleven flags in his classroom to cele-
brate their heritage.
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He is working to continue critical invest-
ments in our teachers by helping to develop
the Recruiting Washington Teachers program
for the Professional Educator Standards
Board. Because of his work, Washington stu-
dents will have quality teachers and mentors
for years to come.

| want to thank Robert Hand for his commit-
ment to serving his students and enriching the
teaching profession in Washington State. Con-
gratulations, Mr. Hand.

————

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DOCTOR
AZALEE C. BISHOP

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 10, 2019

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and pay tribute to Rev. Dr.
Azalee C. Bishop, a faithful Christian servant
and a trailblazing humanitarian. Dr. Bishop
and | are of the same generation, and | am
honored to extend best wishes on the occa-
sion of her 80th birthday.

Dr. Bishop is an honors graduate of
Gallman High School, Class of 1956. She
went on to pursue her undergraduate degree
at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte,
North Carolina. Upon graduation, she com-
pleted graduate studies at Cornell University,
Caniusus College, State University of New
York in Buffalo, and Pentecostal Overcoming
Outreach School of Religion in Columbia,
South Carolina. She spent years as a dedi-
cated wife and mother, and then earned her
doctorate degree at Spirit and Truth Seminary
in Richmond, Virginia.

Her legacy is Grace Christian Church in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina, which was established
under the vision and leadership of Rev. Dr.
Bishop and her husband, Bishop Robert L.
Bishop. The initial worship service was held
on May 12, 1982 with seventy-seven faithfuls
in attendance. The Bishops grew the con-
gregation from its original location in a small
daycare facility and moved to a site at the Co-
lumbia Housing Authority’s Latimore Manor
Housing Complex in 1984. It continued to
thrive, and seven years later moved to 627
Dixie Avenue in Columbia. Grace Christian
Church established its current home on Octo-
ber 17, 1995 when it purchased property at
5010 Monticello Road.

Under the vision of Dr. Azalee C. Bishop,
the church expanded its mission and in 1998
launched the Grace Divinity College of Biblical
Studies. This divinity school is accredited both
by the Accrediting Commission International
and International Biblical Association. She is
also the founder and producer of Morning
Break with Jesus, a daily devotional broad-
cast, that reached thousands of South Caro-
lina listeners.

Dr. Bishop has also sought to improve the
quality of life in her community by establishing
Grandma’s House, an afterschool program for
low-income, academically-challenged youth,
and The Wisdom Center which is dedicated to
embracing wisdom and changing lives. In ad-
dition to her work as a pastor and civic leader,
Dr. Bishop spent 33—years as a Program Ad-
ministrator with the Department of Social Serv-
ices.

Her many memberships and accomplish-
ments include The Greater Columbia Inter-
denominational Ministerial Alliance (Board
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Member), The Black Adoption Project (Board
Member), Christian Social Relations Women'’s
Missionary Society of South Carolina (Chair-

person), Empire State Baptist Educational
Center (Instructor), National Baptist Edu-
cational Association (Member), State PTA

(Life Member) and the NAACP.

Madam Speaker, | invite you and our col-
leagues to join me in celebration of the life
and contributions of this extraordinary woman.
Rev. Dr. Azalee C. Bishop is a true civic and
spiritual leader. She has left a lasting legacy
that stands as a testament to her tremendous
life’s work and an example for others to emu-
late.

—————

HONORING BEN FALKOWSKI FOR
HIS SERVICE TO INDIANA’S 2ND
DISTRICT

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 10, 2019

Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Ben Falkowski for his serv-
ice to Indiana’s 2nd District as Chief of Staff
in my office. As Ben begins the next chapter
in his career, | want to take a moment to re-
flect on his many achievements and to ex-
press my sincerest appreciation for all he has
done over the last six years. Ben started work-
ing on my team in 2012, with sights set on
Washington, D.C. Those who know him would
agree that, when Ben sets a goal, he has a
knack for achieving it.

In my congressional office here in D.C., he
worked his way up from Legislative Cor-
respondent to Legislative Assistant, and he
never stopped looking to the future. Ben’s
hard work, determination, and keen knowledge
of public policy and constituent services
earned him a trip back to northern Indiana to
become my District Director. After two years of
steadfastly serving our constituents and lead-
ing our district operations, Ben returned to our
nation’s capital as my Chief of Staff.

In this role, Ben oversaw our team with out-
standing leadership that motivated, inspired,
and guided everyone to the finish line each
and every day.

| could always count on Ben. No matter the
time of day or the issue at hand, he was
wholeheartedly present and fully prepared to
get it done.

| thank Ben for always being my first call. |
thank him for never shying away from a chal-
lenge. | thank him for helping me fight for
hardworking Hoosiers. And | thank him for
building up a team of rock stars who share our
vision of a brighter future and his passion for
making a difference.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating Ben
and thanking him for the part he has played in
the historic things we have accomplished for
the 2nd District and for the United States of
America.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
G. FLANGAS

HON. DINA TITUS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 10, 2019

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, | am honored
to include in the RECORD the following excerpt
in remembrance of my longtime friend, Bill
Flangas. As you can tell from the following
obituary which was printed in the Las Vegas
Review Journal on December 30, 2018, Bill
was a legend in Nevada. His courageous work
at NTS, his generous philanthropy, and his
contributions to the local Greek community
and church leave a powerful legacy that long
will be remembered.

William G. “Bill”’ Flangas, 91, reposed in
the Lord December 23, 2018, surrounded by
his Family. Bill was born June 4, 1927, in Ely,
to Gust William and Poloxene Flangas, both
of whom were Greek immigrants from the
area of Thermopoly. Poloxene passed away
when Bill was just six months old, and Gust
was killed about year later in a tragic acci-
dent between his car and a train in the heart
of Ely. Bill was raised by his Aunt and Uncle,
Alexander J. and Fotene Flangas in Ely,
along with their three sons, John, Gus and
Ernest Flangas. Bill was a lifetime resident
of Nevada, having moved to Las Vegas in
1958 from Ely. Bill proudly served in the U.S.
Navy in World War II, and was part of the
initial occupation force in Tokyo. Bill grad-
uated in 1951 from the University of Nevada
at Reno with a degree in Metallurgical Engi-
neering, and went to work for the Kennecott
Copper Corporation in South America and
later in White Pine County. In 1958, Bill com-
pleted his Engineer of Mines Degree (E.M.),
and was recruited and hired by the Reynolds
Electric & Engineering Company (‘‘Reeco’),
the prime contractor at the Nevada Test Site
in Mercury. After joining Reeco, Bill led the
initial efforts to move the atmospheric nu-
clear weapons testing program at the Nevada
Test Site underground. He led the first re-
entry teams into the tunnels after deto-
nating an atomic device. One such reentry
nearly cost him his life. Bill also led the first
ever underground recovery of a ground zero
after an atomic blast. Many of Bill’s efforts
in moving the testing of atomic weapons un-
derground are memorialized in a book enti-
tled: ‘‘Caging the Dragon.”” Bill stayed at the
Nevada Test Site for 37 years, serving as
Tunnel Superintendent and Department
Manager, Division Manager, and Vice Presi-
dent. After leaving the Test Site in 1995, Bill
became an Underground Mining, Construc-
tion & Management Consultant primarily
working in Nevada. Bill also served as an un-
derground expert on the Treaty Monitoring
Teams for the Threshold Test Ban Treaty
(TTBT) and Peaceful Nuclear Explosions
Treaty (PNET), and traveled to Russia in
that capacity on the U.S. Treaty Teams. He
was also involved with the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) efforts. Bill was
also very active in the Community. He was
instrumental in youth athletics and in devel-
oping baseball and basketball leagues that
allowed thousands of kids to play ball. In
conjunction with these efforts, Bill led the
way in having 11 desperately needed baseball
fields lit up by putting the process in mo-
tion, putting together the volunteer labor
force, and getting all the equipment donated
that was necessary to dig power lines and set
the power poles. Bill also led the way in the
construction of a multimillion dollar gym
facility, which was completed in 1976.
Through his efforts, the gym was con-
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structed using only volunteer labor. In addi-
tion, through his efforts all the equipment
for construction was donated as well as a
vast amount of the construction supplies.
The gym was sold to the Boys and Girls Club
in 1984 for one dollar, and is known today as
the Lied Boys and Girls Club, located on
Lindell and Edna in Las Vegas. Bill served as
a member, and as Vice Chairman and Chair-
man of the State Public Works Board from
1964 to 1985. He served on the Mackay School
of Mines Advisory Council, whose efforts
saved the school’s accreditation and kept Ne-
vada’s only mining school as one of the best
in the Country. He served on the UNLV Ath-
letic Commission, and on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Boys and Girls Club of Las
Vegas. He was a Trustee for the University
Medical Center Foundation which raised
over six million dollars for the Medical Cen-
ter. Foundation Projects included Southern
Nevada’s sponsorship of the Children’s Mir-
acle Network. He was also instrumental in
establishing a monument in Ely to honor
those from White Pine County who perished
while serving their Country in the Armed
Forces going back to 1898. He was appointed
by Governor Kenny Guinn to serve as a mem-
ber of the State Ethics Commission and
served as its Vice Chairman. He was the Ne-
vada Engineer of the Year in 1976. He re-
ceived the Las Vegas Exchange Club Book of
Golden Deeds Award in 1979. He received the
TV-3 Spirit Award in 1983. He was honored as
the 1984 Distinguished Nevadan by the Uni-
versity of Nevada Board of Regents. He re-
ceived the Award of Excellence in Support of
Nuclear Weapons Testing Program in 1992.
He received an Honorary Associate of Arts
Degree in Human Letters from the Commu-
nity College of Southern Nevada in 1999, and
was honored as the Mackay School of Earth
Sciences and Engineering Alumnus of the
Year in 2007. Bill was a member of St. John
the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church for al-
most 60 years, serving over the years on the
Church Parish Council, Building Committee
and Audit Committee, and working on many
other projects. Bill was an intensely devoted
and loving family man. He was preceded in
death by son, Albert (Trudi) Flangas. Bill is
survived by his wonderful wife, of over 62
years, Marilyn Flangas; his sons, Gus
“Billy”’ (Tamara) Flangas and Gary (Aman-
da) Flangas; his 10 grandchildren; his broth-
ers, John (Carmen) Flangas and Ernest
Flangas; and many other relatives and
godchildren. Visitation will be Fri., Jan. 4,
at 4 p.m. with a Trisagion following at 5 p.m.
Services will be at 11 a.m. Sat., Jan. 5, all at
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church,
5300 E1 Camino Rd., Las Vegas, NV 89118. At
Bill’s request, burial will be at noon Mon.
Jan. 7, in Ely. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in his honor to the St. John
Building Fund. May his memory be eternal.

———

HONORING CENTRALIA SCHOOL
DISTRICT TRUSTEE STEVE HARRIS

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 10, 2019

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, | would like
to take some time today to honor Steve Har-
ris, an elected Trustee for the Centralia School
District, who is retiring with honor and distinc-
tion, having been changing the lives of stu-
dents and teachers for decades.

After graduating from California State Uni-
versity Long Beach, Steve brought his talents
to teach some of the most academically and
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