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socially challenged students in the region, he
began his education career as a learning disability aid eventually becoming an elementary
school teacher. When Steve saw a need, he
acted, which is why he went back to school
himself, where he earned a master’s degree
with Second Language acquisition so that he
could bring a diverse language program to
English language learners.
Steve Harris went beyond the classroom
and began teaching teachers and developed
the prototype for standard-based evaluations,
including having served as Chair of the Los
Angeles County Consortium for Peer Assistance and Review. Steve went on to become
a program specialist for Title I schools and a
teachers’ union official, where he lobbied
countless members of Congress and the California State Legislature on issues relating to
advancing student achievement, including for
meaningful changes to No Child Left Behind.
Steve has been recognized by the President
of the United States, legislators, and the
countless students whose lives he has impacted.
After retiring as a teacher, Steve first ran for
the Centralia School District board of trustees
in 2014 on a platform focused on serving the
entire child and their family, and won in one of
the largest margins of victory in the District’s
history. As a Trustee, Steve championed serving children more meals after school and during the summer, expanding a local resource
center, ensuring adequate raises to employees, bringing improvements to special education, and implementing a local hire agreement on bond construction projects.
Steve retires from the Board of Trustees
ready to continue making a difference in his
synagogue, neighborhood watch, and most
importantly, with his three children. Steve’s
service will be missed, but his impact will continue.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE
OF
THE
HONORABLE
DAVID
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OF NEW YORK
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Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to honor European Union Ambassador to the
United States David O’Sullivan, whose invaluable commitment to the bonds of friendship
between Europe and the American people has
left an indelible mark on the transatlantic alliance. As Co-Chair of the Congressional EU
Caucus, I have worked on numerous occasions with Ambassador O’Sullivan to strengthen that alliance, and build upon the great history of partnership between Europe and America.
In November 2014, David O’Sullivan was
appointed Ambassador and Head of the European Union Delegation to the United States in
Washington, DC. Since then, Ambassador
O’Sullivan has worked tirelessly to promote
transatlantic unity, emphasizing people to people contacts during his travels to all 50 of our
states in furtherance of his mission to spread
the European Union’s message of peace and
prosperity for all people. In February of this
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year, when he retires from his Ambassadorial
role, he will conclude nearly 40 years of service to the European Union. His time as EU
Ambassador is thus an appropriate capstone
to his long and distinguished career.
Born in Dublin, Ireland, and as a graduate
of Trinity College, Dublin and the College of
Europe in Bruges, Belgium, Ambassador
O’Sullivan has served in a number of senior
official posts in the European public service
over five decades that saw monumental
changes on the European continent. Prior to
his appointment as EU Ambassador to the
U.S., he was the Chief Operating Officer of
the ‘European External Action Service’, responsible for establishing this new EU diplomatic corps. His other notable positions within
the European Commission include Director
General for Trade, Secretary General of the
European Commission, and Head of European
Commission President Prodi ’s Cabinet.
The transatlantic community has always
been a community of values, and this is more
important now than ever before. Ambassador
O’Sullivan has continuously reminded us that
we cannot take the transatlantic alliance for
granted. We must build upon the common beliefs that have connected the peoples of Europe and America over the past century: our
commitment to democracy, our commitment to
the rule of law, and our commitment to the
dignity of all people in our own countries and
around the world. Today, I thank Ambassador
O’Sullivan and his wife Agnes O’Hare, for their
service to these ideals, and wish him a long
and happy retirement.
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Ms. DELBENE. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to recognize two brave firefighters from Washington State. Earlier this year Firefighter Brent
Duckworth from South Everett and Capt. Nick
Adsero from Woodinville, in my district, rescued three-year old twin girls from their burning apartment building in Everett, Washington.
On December 13, 2018, both gentlemen were
recognized for their heroics by the American
Red Cross Northwest Region with the Fire
Rescue Award.
On January 29, 2018, on what had already
been a grueling day, Engine 6 of the Everett
Fire Department received their fifth call and
third fire of the day to the south end of Everett
at a 352-unit complex.
By the time first responders arrived, flames
had already fanned up to the third floor of the
complex.
A babysitter who had briefly left the apartment desperately informed first responders
that the two young girls were still inside the
building.
When the crew of Engine 6 raced inside,
Firefighter Duckworth and Capt. Adsero knew
where to go but the apartment was filled with
smoke and visibility was zero. As the firefighters felt around the apartment they were
able to find both young girls. Both were
rushed to Harborview Medical Center for
smoke inhalation and both survived.
Capt. Adsero has said he has seen a lot on
the job in his 14 years in the fire service, but

PO 00000

Frm 00004

Fmt 0626

Sfmt 9920

January 10, 2019

a rescue like this was a first for him. What is
even more amazing is that this was Firefighter
Duckworth’s first fire. Most firefighters will go
their whole career without such a feat as saving a child but on his first fire, Duckworth
helped save two.
I thank Capt. Adsero and Brent Duckworth,
and commend their bravery and service.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to
recognize the life of William R. Carteaux (Bill),
the president and CEO of the Plastics Industry
Association and a renowned leader throughout
the decades he spent in the U.S. plastics industry.
Mr. Carteaux passed away on December
10, 2018, losing a hard-fought battle with
acute myeloid leukemia (AML) at the age of
59. Bill was a tireless advocate for the U.S.
plastics industry, which employs nearly one
million Americans across the country.
In addition to being a champion for one of
America’s largest and most important manufacturing industries, Bill was also a true son of
the Midwest—he was born in Avilla, Indiana,
was the son of an electrician, and spent high
school working the night shift at a local metalworking plant. Eventually, he attended Purdue
University and Indiana Wesleyan before entering the business world and achieving success
in the plastics industry.
During his time leading the Plastics Industry
Association, Bill made recycling and sustainability core priorities for his organization and
his industry. He presided over the foundation
of his association’s Recycling Committee and
Sustainability Advisory Board. He also played
a role in the design and execution of several
recycling projects which aimed to drive lasting
market-driven solutions to the industry’s and
the environment’s most serious waste management challenges.
Before he passed away he led the Washington-area Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
and became one of its biggest supporters—
raising hundreds of thousands of dollars for
research to find a cure.
Madan Speaker, Bill’s contributions to the
U.S. plastics industry, his tenacity, and his
passion made an impact on the lives of thousands of Americans. He will be sorely missed.
I would like to extend my condolences to his
wife, Daniele Fresca; his daughter, Whitney
Taveras; her husband, Fernando; their son,
Liam; and his daughter, Mallory Carteaux.
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Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Mr. Scott Marvin Anderson, a compassionate man who will forever
be remembered for his deep love of God and
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