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bucks, million bucks—whatever. We
don’t care.” They just try all the time.

And we don’t have the defenses we
need. We could invest there, but, no,
the President wants the wall.

Now, there is another way that drugs
are coming into this country. Last
year, the Coast Guard intercepted $5.6
billion—sound familiar? $5.6 billion, al-
most as much as the President wants
for the wall—worth of illegal drugs
being shipped via the ocean into the
United States.

The Commandant of the Coast Guard
testified 2 years ago, they are only
intercepting 20 percent of the known
shipments because their medium en-
durance cutters are half a century old.
They don’t have enough helicopters.
They don’t have enough air support.
They don’t have enough fast-pursuit
boats.

But, no, we are going to invest in a
stupid static way. They can go around
it in the oceans. They can go around it
in the desert. They can go under it.
They can go over it.

And the people who are really doing
the job, like the Coast Guard, guess
what. They are not getting paid either.
The first line of defense, Customs and
Border Protection—not being paid. The
Coast Guard—not being paid.

There is a very long list of Federal
employees who are critical to national
security who are not being paid today
and don’t have the tools they need. But
the President wants to invest in a stu-
pid static wall because they promised
one.

And, oh, by the way, Mexico is going
to pay for it, which, of course, they
aren’t.

You know, yesterday the tip sheet
from the Coast Guard support group,
the Trump administration, had helpful
tips for coasties: you could hold a ga-
rage sale; you could perhaps dog walk;
you could register as a mystery shop-
per.

They actually posted this for people
who are the first line of defense in the
United States of America, instead of
saying: ‘“‘Put them back to work and
pay them, pay them for defending
America.”

Now, the President says he can relate
to this. He understands. Yes, when he
was in business, he stiffed a whole lot
of people, and he is stiffing 800,000 Fed-
eral employees right now.

RECOGNIZING DR. BUD PETERSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize G.P. ‘“‘Bud”
Peterson, who will retire as president
of Georgia Tech in the summer of 2019.

After 10 years serving Georgia Tech,
President Peterson is certainly leaving
it in a better place than he found it:

Under his leadership, Georgia Tech
became the first university in a decade
to be invited to join the Association of
American Universities;
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Research funding increased and near-
ly doubled;

The size of enrollment grew, includ-
ing the number of women enrolled at
the university.

And these are only a few of President
Peterson’s most notable impacts on
campus.

Thank you, President Peterson, for
your service to Georgia Tech as a pre-
mier research university that cul-
tivates innovative leaders in Georgia,
across the U.S., and throughout the
world. I wish you the best of luck in
your future endeavors.

And to Georgia Tech, I wish you the
best of luck in your search for a new
president.

NATIONAL PHARMACIST DAY 2019

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize National
Pharmacist Day 2019 on January 12.

According to Census data, there are
over 200,000 pharmacists across the
U.S., with another 25,000 pharmacy
aids. Each day, these pharmacists are
providing vaccines for a number of ill-
nesses and carefully counseling pa-
tients on prescriptions to help heal
sickness and reduce pain.

Through this work, pharmacists are
considered one of the top three most
trusted professions in America. Today,
and throughout the rest of the year, I
encourage everyone to visit your phar-
macist, ask questions about your pre-
scriptions, and get to know the people
who provide your medicine and work to
keep you healthy.

As the only pharmacist currently
serving in Congress, I am proud to rec-
ognize the work these individuals are
doing every day to serve their local
communities across the country.

———
ABBAS FAMILY MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
stand before this House heartbroken.

This past weekend, tragedy struck
our Dearborn community as we learned
of the death of all five members of the
Abbas family. They were Kkilled by a
drunk driver while driving back from a
family vacation in Florida, and their
loss has devastated our community in
ways that you cannot imagine.

In every sense of the word, they were
our community. The parents were born
and raised there. Rima served many as
a respected doctor at Beaumont and
had just been promoted to head all of
the doctors at the hospital. And Issam
had a successful career as a lawyer and
real estate agent. Their children—Ali,
age 13; Isabelle, age 12; and Giselle, age
T—were gifts from God and the center
of their parents’ lives, and so many
other families in Dearborn.

Their family, their very extended
family was devoted to everything that
they did. Their absence stunned this
community and is felt deeply and emo-
tionally.

Thousands attended one of the me-
morial services this week and then the
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funeral. Many in attendance chose to
remember the good memories—the
smiles, the laughs, their careers, their
deep connections to friends, neighbors,
coworkers, classmates, and friends—
but some came up to me and spoke
very honestly. I was struck by the chil-
dren and grown men who came up to
me in tears, asking me why we hadn’t
done something to stop drunk driving.

A young girl, a classmate, who will
never see her friend again, had chan-
neled her grief into research. She came
up to me and asked why, when the
technology exists, has Congress never
done anything to mandate interlock
breathalyzers to prevent this kind of
senseless accident from ever happening
again.
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She wasn’t alone.

Elders in the community had also re-
searched this subject, and the senior
men, in their very deep way, asked me
why nothing had been done, why
weren’t we using and mandating tech-
nology that would save lives. And I had
no good answer.

Too many lives across this country
are taken because of drunk driving. In
2016, 10,497 people died in alcohol-im-
paired driving crashes. That is 28 per-
cent of all traffic-related deaths.

The young girl was right and the el-
ders of the community were correct
that technology does exist to stop
drunk driving once and for all, and
Congress has never had the will to take
it on.

I have to go home tomorrow to a
community that is still grieving. I
can’t look them in the eye unless we
are really willing to try to do some-
thing.

This week I am introducing legisla-
tion in memory of the Abbas family
that would mandate all new vehicles be
equipped with interlock breathalyzer
devices. This will stop intoxicated driv-
ers from ever starting a vehicle and
keep them off the roads.

If we can keep one person from dying
on the roads and make people think
twice before getting behind the wheel
when they shouldn’t, even when they
are buzzed and think they will be okay,
then won’t we have been successful?

I know that some will say: ‘“This is
too much of a burden. It won’t work.
Why should we have to do that?”’

Well, I am going to look them in the
eye and tell them why no community
should ever have to feel what our com-
munity is still feeling this week.

I will work with all my colleagues,
Democrats and Republicans, and the
auto industry to save lives. It is our
moral imperative.

Nothing will bring back the Abbas
family, but their lives were too impor-
tant to forget. Our community will
deeply miss them, but we need to make
sure that their death was not in vain.
We must dedicate ourselves in their
memory and those of others we know
to try to prevent another life being lost
this way senselessly.
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