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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, You are wisdom with-

out end, mercy without limits, and 
strength beyond resistance. We praise 
Your holy Name. 

On this 19th day of the partial gov-
ernment shutdown, illumine our dark-
ness, revive our faith, and heal our 
wounds. Give wisdom to our law-
makers. May they transform the jar-
ring discord of anxiety and fear into 
the music of Your purposes. 

Lord, help our Senators to serve our 
Nation and world, unsullied by base 
motives of self-interest. Pardon and 
overrule what has been done 
unworthily or left undone or done 
amiss. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH). Under the previous order, 
the leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR—H.R. 251, H.R. 264, AND 
H.R. 269 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I understand there are three bills at 
the desk due for a second reading en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title for 
the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 251) to extend by two years the 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards 
Program of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, and for other purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 264) making appropriations for 
financial services and general government 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019, 
and for other purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 269) to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under the Public Health Service Act 
and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act with respect to public health security 
and all-hazards preparedness and response, 
to clarify the regulatory framework with re-
spect to certain nonprescription drugs that 
are marketed without an approved drug ap-
plication, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place 
the bills on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further 
proceedings en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
all week I have been outlining the hu-
manitarian and security crisis at our 
Nation’s southern border. I have dis-
cussed the threats from the inflow of 
drugs and criminal aliens; I have 
shared career border security experts’ 
strong support for physical barriers; 
and I have cited the empirical data 
that actually backs them up. But on 
day 20 of this partial government shut-
down—a shutdown that has been pro-
longed by my Democratic colleagues’ 
refusal to even come to the table—I 

thought I might try something dif-
ferent this morning, so I brought a vis-
ual aid. 

The chart right here behind me sums 
up my Democratic colleagues’ past and 
present positions on border security. 

Over here on the left, you have a bor-
der fence made out of steel bollard at 
the U.S.-Mexico border in Nogales, AZ. 
Construction on this upgraded steel 
slat barrier began back in 2011 at the 
direction, mind you, of President 
Obama’s Department of Homeland Se-
curity—this fence over here, under 
President Obama, at the direction of 
his Department of Homeland Security. 

Just 5 years prior, Senator Obama 
joined with then-Senator Hillary Clin-
ton, the current Democratic leader, 
and several other Democrats and voted 
to authorize 700 miles—700 miles—of 
physical barriers under the Secure 
Fence Act of 2006. 

On the right of this chart, we have an 
example of a barrier like those the new 
Speaker of the House has recently de-
scribed as immoral. I would defy my 
colleagues to tell me what the dif-
ference is. They are exactly identical. 
So we went from the Obama adminis-
tration, when everybody was sup-
porting a wall that looked just like 
this, to the Trump administration, 
where now it is immoral. It is the kind 
of barrier that all of a sudden the 
Democrats are so opposed to that they 
would rather prolong the partial gov-
ernment shutdown than agree to an ad-
ditional investment of approximately 
one-tenth—one-tenth—of 1 percent of 
Federal spending. 

They are identical walls, exactly 
alike. When President Obama was 
there, they were for it. When President 
Trump is there, they are not. As I said, 
it is basically the same photograph 
twice. 

I do that to underscore the point that 
the Trump administration is request-
ing funding for the same kinds of phys-
ical barriers that the Obama adminis-
tration was actually proud to build and 
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