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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, our way, our truth, and our
life, we worship You. Quicken our con-
sciences by Your holiness, that we will
find nourishment in Your truth.

As this partial government shutdown
grinds on, help our lawmakers to open
their hearts to Your love and to sur-
render their desires to Your purposes.

In this tangled world, we are con-
scious of our woeful inadequacies to sit
in the seats of judgment, to balance
the scales of justice, and to respond
with equity to the myriad calls of
human needs. We need You, Eternal
God, to crown our deliberations with
Your wisdom and with spacious think-
ing to fit these challenging days.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00zMAN). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SE-
CURITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
ACT OF 2019—Motion to Proceed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 1, which the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to the consideration of
S. 1, a bill to make improvements to certain
defense and security assistance provisions
and to authorize the appropriation of funds
to Israel, to reauthorize the United States-
Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of 2015, and
to halt the wholesale slaughter of the Syrian
people, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa is recognized.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 109

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk that
is due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the bill for
the second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 109) to prohibit taxpayer funded
abortions.

Mr. GRASSLEY. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I would object to
further proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia is recognized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise to
talk about the significance of today,
January 11, the 21st day of the partial
government shutdown.

Today, we tie for the longest shut-
down in the history of the U.S. Govern-
ment. Tomorrow, we will set a record
for the longest shutdown.

Today is the first paycheck day
where 800,000-plus Federal employees
will not be paid. In fact, some have al-

ready started to get their paychecks
because even when there is no pay, the
process of producing the check and the
stub continues. So people get pay-
checks, but there is a zero on the line,
which is sort of like pouring salt in the
wound or adding insult to injury. It is
one thing not to be paid, but it is an-
other thing to be working and then get
the stub and have there be a zero there.
People have already reported—some of
our air traffic controllers and TSA pro-
fessionals and others—that they are
starting to receive those checks.

January 11 is also a time when—I
know what it is like in my family. My
wife and I kind of load up on both the
charitable contributions and buying
gifts for our family in December, and
then that credit card bill in January is
the biggest one we pay all year. Fami-
lies are receiving those.

January tends to be among the cold-
est months of the year, and heating
bills are the highest. We are going to
have a cold snap and maybe a snow-
storm in Washington this weekend, and
those bills will be high.

January 11 is a time when a lot of
families sit around kitchen tables and
write tuition checks for the spring se-
mester for their kids.

It is precisely the worst time to have
a shutdown of this kind that affects
more than 800,000 people and jeopard-
izes their livelihood.

I stand on the floor today to repeat
what I said Tuesday night when many
of us stood here and said it is really
time to end this shutdown. The House
wants to end it. An increasing number
of Senators want to end it by passing
bills that are right here in the Senate,
available for consideration, to reopen
the government and to engage with the
President in a meaningful, short-term,
and prompt dialogue about border secu-
rity and immigration reform.

I wanted to share some of the stories
that are flooding into my office. I will
be back on the floor later because at 11
o’clock, Senator WARNER and I will
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