
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 116th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H521 

Vol. 165 WASHINGTON, MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2019 No. 7 

House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BROWN of Maryland). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 14, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANTHONY 
G. BROWN to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

OPEN UP THE GOVERNMENT AND 
SECURE OUR BORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, it is 
always good to go back home, and this 
weekend was especially rewarding for 
me. My wife and I left D.C. this past 
Friday afternoon, flew through Dallas, 
and landed in Wichita sometime short-
ly after sunset. 

As we hopped in my truck, the snow 
had started to fall, and it was a beau-
tiful Kansas evening. We got home and 

got to see our two boys. I woke up the 
next morning early, went to Sterling, 
Kansas, for a business meeting, then 
went over to Salina and got to meet 
some more of my friends. 

On the way home, I got to listen to 
the radio. I listened to a Kansas State 
Wildcats basketball game and heard 
the Wildcats win that game by 1 point. 
And then when I got home, a special 
treat: I got to watch both the Kansas 
University basketball team win and 
watch my Kansas City Chiefs win. And 
I got to watch those games with my 
two boys. So it was a trifecta for Kan-
sas, a great day. 

The next morning, I woke up early 
for church and went to early service, 
and basically had to hop in my truck 
and come back to D.C. that same after-
noon. 

On the way back to the airport, I got 
a little bit of time to reflect; and one of 
the things that had come to mind was 
something that my good friend, my 
mentor, the former majority leader, 
one of the longest serving majority 
leaders in the Senate, Senator Bob 
Dole, had told me. 

One thing Senator Dole says every 
time I see him is to always remember 
where I am from. And I think I get 
that. I think most of us get it, that 
where we are from is so very important 
to us, and I have always done a good 
job with that. 

But the other thing that he talked 
about—I approached him one time 
when we were having a tough issue 
here in Congress, one of the first issues 
I had to vote on. What he told me, 
rather than giving me an answer, giv-
ing me his opinion, was to go back to 
Kansas, and the people of Kansas would 
tell me what to do. 

So what is ironic as I went back 
home for these meetings and to go to 
church is that, everywhere I went, I 
heard the same thing. I heard the same 
thing from people in church that I had 
no idea that they knew so much about 
what was going on in Washington. 

In Salina, in Sterling, everywhere I 
went, people asked me: When is Con-
gress going to give the President his 
money to build the border?—a very 
simple question. So that allowed me to 
kind of ponder the issue a little bit 
more. 

I have stood beside the President 
since day one on this issue. When I was 
running for Congress, I made national 
security, border security the top pri-
ority on what I was going to stand for; 
and today, I have been to that border. 

As a physician of 25 years and now a 
Congressman for 2 years, I would tell 
you this: There is, indeed, a humani-
tarian crisis on the border as well as a 
national security issue on the border. 
Whether it is concerning the 2,000 peo-
ple who come across that border ille-
gally every day—every night we house 
some 40,000 people. We give them a bed. 
We feed them. Every day, two tons of 
illegal drugs come across our borders. 

Mr. Speaker, that sounds like a hu-
manitarian crisis to me and sounds 
like a national security crisis to me. 
People then often ask me: ‘‘Well, why 
don’t we compromise?’’ 

And I will tell you this. I feel like we 
have compromised already. The Presi-
dent, myself, most Republicans, we 
asked for $25 billion to secure those 
borders and to provide humanitarian 
help for people. 

We thought we probably needed to 
build 1,000, maybe 1,500 miles of border. 
We compromised from those numbers 
back to asking for just $5.7 billion, and 
now we are asking for moneys to build 
about 234 miles of not a wall, but a bar-
rier, a fence. 

I think that that is compromise. 
And, Mr. Speaker, I would ask that you 
come back to the table now and nego-
tiate in good faith. 

Mr. Speaker, people often talk that 
this has to be an either/or opportunity, 
that we either have to have border se-
curity or show compassion. 

We can do both. America can do both. 
We can have border security, we can 
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