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HONORING MERCED NAACP 
PRESIDENT DARRYL DAVIS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor outgoing Merced NAACP President 
Darryl Davis. Mr. Davis’s tenure as president 
and his various leadership roles highlight his 
distinguished lifetime of public service and 
commitment to serving our community. 

Mr. Davis began his decades of service to 
the greater Merced community in 1987 when 
he was stationed at Castle Air Force Base. 
After his time in the military and graduation 
from the Criminal Justice Training Center (Po-
lice Academy) at Modesto Junior College, Mr. 
Davis began his career in law enforcement. 
Throughout his career, he worked in multiple 
capacities with the Merced County Sheriff’s 
and District Attorney’s Offices and then as an 
officer at UC Merced. In each of these roles 
and in his current job as a fraud investigator 
with Merced County, Mr. Davis has served 
with distinction and exhibited strong profes-
sionalism, leadership, and integrity, which 
have made him a well-respected member of 
the community. 

Having been a member of the NAACP for 
many years, Mr. Davis was sworn in as the 
Merced branch president in 2015 and has 
since used his unique perspective gained 
throughout his career to further the NAACP’s 
mission to ensure equal rights and eliminate 
race-based discrimination. During his four 
years as president, Mr. Davis has continued to 
build the organization’s membership and rela-
tionships to further educate others about the 
social issues facing our country and commu-
nity, including topics such as the effects of 
gangs and incarceration on minority youths, 
police encounters, and lawful protests. 

Mr. Davis has exhibited the same level of 
commitment, integrity, and professionalism 
during his time as the local NAACP president 
that he has had during his law enforcement 
career. The unique perspective he has as a 
police officer, combined with his ability to bring 
people together and desire to help others 
have undoubtedly had a positive impact on the 
greater Merced community. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring a man who has made sig-
nificant contributions to our country and com-
munity through his distinguished career and 
extensive civic involvement. It is both fitting 
and appropriate that we honor Darryl Davis 
and wish him the best as he concludes his 
term as president of the Merced NAACP 
branch. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call 
No. 30. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, due to 
circumstances outside of my control, I was un-
able to be present for this vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 28. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF DUNCAN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, on the 
evening of January 14, 2019, I missed Roll 
Call vote No. 30, as I was at a meeting be-
tween President Donald Trump and my con-
stituents—the National Champion Clemson 
Tiger football team. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YES on H.R. 116, the In-
vesting in Main Street Act. 

f 

HONORING BARBARA PLANTE 

HON. DEBBIE LESKO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and celebrate the incredible work 
Barbara Plante has done for the United States 
Air Force and Luke Air Force Base in my 
home district. Barbara is retiring this month 
after an incredibly distinguished career serving 
our country. She has served the Air Force for 
35 years, including 26 of those years at Luke 
Air Force Base. 

Currently, Barbara serves as the Deputy Di-
rector of the Community Initiatives Team at 
Luke Air Force Base. She was on the public 
affairs team for Luke Air Force Base from 
1995 until 2013, except for when she was de-
ployed to Afghanistan in 2011 and 2012. Dur-
ing those years, she welcomed local officials 
to the base, educated the public, and helped 
Luke Air Force Base with recruitment. In 2013, 
she transitioned from public affairs to help 

lead the Community Initiatives Team, where 
she learned and concentrated on state laws 
and zoning. 

Luke Air Force Base is home to one of the 
largest fighter wings in the world, the 56th 
Fighter Wing, in the middle of a growing met-
ropolitan area. The Air Force strives for safe 
and supportive environments around its bases, 
leading to Luke Air Force Base’s creation of 
the Community Initiatives Team in 2003. While 
not every base has one, Barbara’s leadership 
has demonstrated how successful they can 
be. She has been essential to the base and 
the 56th Fighter Wing’s success. 

Barbara has built tremendous support for 
the base in West Valley. Her commitment to 
educating city officials, real estate profes-
sionals, politicians and residents about the 
state laws restricting development around the 
base and why they are important has helped 
secure Luke Air Force Base’s future for years 
to come. As of 2017, the base supports ap-
proximately 15,070 jobs, $923 million in 
wages, and $2.4 billion in direct and indirect 
economic impact to Arizona. 

Barbara’s warm personality and desire to 
build and maintain strong relationships has 
helped her successfully manage the growth at 
Luke Air Force Base and the surrounding 
community. Her team works with 11 cities, Ari-
zona state government and the federal gov-
ernment. Her efforts have seen direct results, 
including how our surrounding cities work to-
gether for the greater good of the community 
and the base. Barbara’s work has created a 
fantastic and trusting relationship between our 
communities and Luke Air Force Base. 

Barbara’s great achievements reflect her 
selfless dedication to serving our community in 
Arizona. Her passion for Luke Air Force Base 
and her devotion to her work for the Air Force 
has opened many doors for the base. It is an 
honor to be among the many in congratulating 
her on this most worthy accomplishment. 

I wish her my sincerest congratulations and 
hope her well-earned retirement is filled with 
good health and much happiness. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF PFC GARFIELD M. 
LANGHORN 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, today, I rise 
to honor the service and sacrifice of home-
town hero and Medal of Honor recipient PFC 
Garfield M. Langhorn, from Riverhead, New 
York, who, 50 years ago today, saved the 
lives of his platoon members at just 20 years 
old, by throwing himself on a live grenade in 
Pleiku Province in Vietnam on January 15, 
1969. 

PFC Langhorn served as a radio operator 
with Troop C, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
Regiment, 1st Aviation Brigade, when his unit 
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attempted to rescue the crews of a downed 
American helicopter. Finding no surviving 
crew, PFC Langhorn and his unit were return-
ing the fallen aviators when they came under 
heavy fire from North Vietnamese forces. 
Under the cover of darkness, the North Viet-
namese began to advance, throwing a hand 
grenade in front of PFC Langhorn who was 
just a few feet from his injured comrades. 

It was in that moment, PFC Langhorn self-
lessly chose the courageous act President Lin-
coln once referred to as ‘‘the last full measure 
of devotion’’—to his brothers, his fellow sol-
diers and his country. In that moment, he 
‘‘unhesitatingly threw himself on the grenade, 
scooped it beneath his body and absorbed the 
blast,’’ according to his Medal of Honor Cita-
tion and the first-hand accounts of his fellow 
soldiers he saved. 

For his extraordinary act of bravery, PFC 
Langhorn received a series of awards, includ-
ing the highest, most prestigious personal mili-
tary decoration—the Medal of Honor, and, 
most recently, the Riverhead Post Office was 
dedicated in his name. There is no doubt, 
PFC Langhorn has earned these commenda-
tions, but they mean little if we forget to look 
beyond the decorations and forever remember 
and honor the actions of the 20-year-old 
young man who earned them. 

In saving his fellow soldiers, PFC 
Langhorn’s life was extinguished too soon, but 
as President Lincoln continued, ‘‘we here high-
ly resolve that these dead shall not have died 
in vain.’’ Today, we must challenge ourselves 
as Americans to pick up that torch, to embody 
the bravery, selflessness and commitment to 
our great country. There is no memorial, no 
medal and no post office that can bring back 
PFC Langhorn, but he can live eternally in all 
of us, in our actions and in our hearts. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
ANTHONY JOHN YORK 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
remember the life of Anthony John York, age 
35, who passed away on Friday, December 7, 
2018. 

Anthony was born on August 3, 1983 in 
Youngstown, Ohio to Denise DeBartolo York 
and John York. After graduating from Cardinal 
Mooney High School, he attended Tulane Uni-
versity. Tony resided in Sausalito, California 
where he founded the company Koda. The 
company focuses on preparing young people 
for their first jobs after college. His passion 
was philanthropy, and he always looked for 
ways to serve those around him. 

He is survived by his parents, brother Jed, 
sisters Jenna and Mara, and nephews Jaxon 
and Brixton. 

I extend my deepest condolences to Tony’s 
family and friends. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. GREGORY J. LUCIEN SR. 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Gregory J. 
Lucien Sr., a native of New Orleans, Lou-
isiana. 

Mr. Lucien was raised in the 9th ward in 
New Orleans. He graduated from George 
Washington Carver Sr. High School. After 
completing high school, he moved to Lafay-
ette, Louisiana to attend the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana (USL), which is now 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. While 
attending USL he enlisted in the United States 
Army Reserve. In 1990 he returned to New 
Orleans. Upon his return, he was hired by the 
Orleans Parish Sheriffs office, where he has 
been employed for twenty-eight years. 

In 1991, Mr. Lucien was activated to serve 
in Operation Desert Storm. Upon completion 
of his duty he again returned to New Orleans 
and the Sheriffs office. He was promoted to 
Sergeant within three years and then to Lieu-
tenant. 

Mr. Lucien was eager to make an impact in 
his community. He joined the Zulu Social Aid 
and Pleasure club. In 2009, he became an as-
sociate member and the next year became a 
full member. Once in the Zulu club, he joined 
the Ambassador’s Krewe. Additionally, he 
joined the Safety, Election, Carnival Activities 
and the Coronation Committees. 

Mr. Lucien is an avid sports fan and was not 
fulfilled watching sports on television, there-
fore, he decided to become a high school ref-
eree. In 2012, he be came a football referee 
for the Louisiana High School Officials Asso-
ciation (LHSOA) and in 2013 a basketball ref-
eree for LHSOA. 

Mr. Lucien has been married to the 2019 
Zulu Ambassadress, Talana M. Suarez- 
Lucien, for 19 years. Their loving family con-
sist of three children—Jasmine, Tayler, and 
Gregory Jr—and their first grandchild, Jaxson. 

Madam Speaker, I celebrate the life and 
legacy of Mr. Gregory J. Lucien Sr. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF RON POWELL 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I take this 
time to honor Mr. Ronald Powell and to wish 
him well upon his retirement from his position 
as president of Local 881, United Food and 
Commercial Workers (UFCW) International 
Union, and as vice president of the UFCW 
International. Ron has devoted his life to the 
working men and women of the UFCW, and 
for his unwavering dedication, he is to be 
commended. Mr. Powell will be honored at a 
retirement celebration taking place at Gibsons 
Bar & Steakhouse in Oak Brook, Illinois, on 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019. 

In 1961, Ronald Powell began his career for 
Local 881 when he was hired as a field rep-

resentative. Due to his hard work and commit-
ment, Ron was promoted to field staff super-
visor in 1968 , and went on to become vice 
president/director of field operations in 1973. 
His career continued to thrive, and in 1983, 
Mr. Powell became president of Local 881. In 
addition, he served as vice president of the 
UFCW International. Currently, Ron serves as 
vice president of the Illinois AFL–CIO and is a 
trustee for the UFCW Midwest Pension and 
Benefits Fund. Throughout his successful ca-
reer, Mr. Powell fought for the rights of union 
members and American workers. Under his di-
rection, Local 881 has become a progressive 
leader on behalf of its members in the areas 
of work-site representation, membership serv-
ices, benefits, communication and activities. 

In addition to his successful career, Ron has 
dedicated much of his time and efforts to char-
itable endeavors for organizations including 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, Jack-
son Park Hospital, Little City Foundation, and 
United Way of Illinois, to name a few. Mr. 
Powell’s dedication to the community and his 
career is exceeded only by his devotion to his 
amazing family. Ron and his beloved late wife, 
Lois, have four amazing children, twelve 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending Mr. Ronald Powell for his outstanding 
contributions to Local 881, and to the United 
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Inter-
national Union. Throughout my career, Ron 
has been a tireless advocate for working peo-
ple and an even better friend. For his lifetime 
of leadership and tireless dedication to his 
community, Ron is worthy of the highest 
praise, and I wish him well upon his retire-
ment. 

f 

WILLIAM PEARCE TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. TIPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize William Gordon Pearce, a Colo-
radoan, veteran, father, grandfather and great- 
grandfather who recently passed away. 

Mr. Pearce was born in Kokomo, Indiana 
and later joined the U.S. Navy. As a member 
of the U.S. Navy, Mr. Pearce served this 
country for nearly three decades, bravely de-
fending American freedoms during World War 
II, the Korean War and Vietnam. After his mili-
tary service, he sailed for 20 years as a civil-
ian as a Radio Electronics Officer in the U.S. 
Merchant Marines. Throughout all his years of 
serving his country, he had the opportunity to 
visit over five continents and 70 countries. 
One of his favorite pastimes was sharing old 
stories of his travels with family and friends. 

Not only did Mr. Pearce have a fulfilling pro-
fessional life, but a rich personal life. He is 
survived by his loving wife Ruth Anne, who he 
was married to for 49 years. He also left be-
hind his son Jeff Pearce, daughter Julie Pow-
ell, brother-in-law John Lamb, grandchildren 
Scott Pearce, Elizabeth Atwood, Christopher 
Powell, and great-granddaughter Abigail At-
wood. Of all his accomplishments, he enjoyed 
being around the ones he loved the most. 
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When he was not working, he spent his time 

within his beloved community. His love of air-
planes persisted throughout his entire life, evi-
dent by his membership to the Pueblo Histor-
ical Aircraft Society and the 22 years he spent 
volunteering at the local aircraft museum. He 
was also an avid amateur radio operator, 
member of the American Radio Relay League, 
and the local Ham Club. He was a member of 
numerous veteran’s organizations including 
the Navy League, American Legion, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, and the Retired Enlisted As-
sociation. Mr. Pearce also participated in orga-
nizations such as Elks Lodge No. 90, Masonic 
Lodge No. 95, Al Kaly Shrine, and the South-
ern Colorado Consistory. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Pearce’s dedication 
and love of family will long be remembered. It 
is my privilege to acknowledge him here 
today, and express heartfelt gratitude for his 
dutiful service to his community and this na-
tion. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. JOHNNIE LEE 
BROWN COLLIER 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a dedicated woman of 
God, great wife, steadfast mother, and friend 
of longstanding, Mrs. Johnnie Lee Brown Col-
lier. Sadly, Mrs. Collier passed away on De-
cember 27, 2018. Her funeral service was 
held on Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 11 am 
at the Fourth Street Missionary Baptist Church 
in Columbus, Georgia. 

Mrs. Johnnie Lee Brown Collier was born on 
October 22, 1926, in Columbus, Georgia to 
the union of Cleola Daniel Brown and John 
Brown, Sr. She gave her life to Christ and was 
baptized at an early age at Rosehill Memorial 
Baptist Church. From that time on, God con-
tinued to be the center of her life until her 
passing. She served as the Sunday School 
Superintendent and Church Clerk at Rosehill 
before moving her membership to the Fourth 
Street Missionary Baptist Church in 1957. Her 
first pastor at Fourth Street was the late Rev-
erend Henry Harris. Mrs. Collier paved the 
way for others as she was the first Church 
Secretary at Fourth Street. She was a natural 
and gifted leader as she served in a variety of 
leadership positions at Fourth Street to include 
the Deacon’s Wives (she served as Chair-
person for two terms), PICCM Community 
Leader in Zebulon Community, Women’s Day 
Speaker, 1961, Chairperson of Program and 
Pastoral Relations Committee, and was the 
Roast and Toast Honoree n 1996. 

Mrs. Collier was the epitome of a great wife 
and mother. She married the late Deacon 
Samuel Lee Collier on April 26, 1950. God 
blessed this union for 34 years until Deacon 
Collier’s untimely death on May 27, 1984. Six 
children were born to this union to include two 
sets of twins: Bernice Collier Collins, Bernard 
Collier (deceased), Agnes Collier Averett, 
Samuel Lee Collier, Jr., Michelle Collier 
McClain, and Michael Collier. Fred Rogers 
once said that, ‘‘It’s not so much what you 
have in life that matters, It’s what we do with 
what we have.’’ Mrs. Collier did a lot for others 
with what she had. In addition to her own chil-

dren, she served as a mother figure to her sib-
lings and countless others she found in need 
of guidance and a helping hand. 

Former Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 
once said that, ‘‘Service is the rent that we 
pay for the space that we occupy here on this 
earth.’’ Mrs. Collier paid her rent and she paid 
it well. She served in a variety of community 
organizations to include: Electric City Chapter 
482 of the Order of the Eastern Stars (Worthy 
Matron), Spencer High Alumni (Class of 
1943), and she was a Muscogee County 
Board of Elections Voting Precinct Manager 
and she traveled to various state conventions 
to further her knowledge of the voting process. 
She was also an entrepreneur and a photog-
rapher. Her professional career took her to the 
Medical Center, the Area Mental Health Clinic, 
and the Enrichment Services Program Her be-
nevolence extended throughout the community 
and she often used her influence and net-
working to help others to find gainful employ-
ment. 

Madam Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, 
along with the more than 730,000 constituents 
of the Second Congressional District of Geor-
gia, salute and honor the life of Mrs. Johnnie 
Lee Brown Collier. I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join us in extend-
ing our deepest condolences to Mrs. Collier’s 
family during this time of bereavement. We 
pray that they will be consoled and comforted 
by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the 
days, weeks and months ahead. 

f 

HONORING JOHNSON COUNTY 
SHERIFF STEVE KOZISEK’S RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to extend my congratulations to Johnson 
County Sheriff Steve Kozisek on his retire-
ment. 

Sheriff Kozisek retired after 46 years of 
dedicated service for the people of Wyoming. 
After serving his country in the U.S. Army, 
Sheriff Kozisek began his distinguished career 
as a police officer in his hometown of New-
castle, Wyoming. Having served as Johnson 
County Sheriff for 16 years, Sheriff Kozisek 
has decided to lay down his badge and his 
gun and pursue a quiet retirement spending 
time with his wife and grandchildren. 

The people of Johnson County are incred-
ibly proud of Sheriff Kozisek and grateful for 
his decades of service. Again, Madam Speak-
er, I wish to extend my sincere congratulations 
to Sheriff Kozisek on his retirement and I 
thank him for his dedication to service and 
helping others. It is men and women like Sher-
iff Kozisek that make the state of Wyoming 
great. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES R. BAIRD 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, due to weath-
er-related transportation issues beyond my 

control, I was unable to vote on January 14, 
2019. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call No. 30. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
CRAIG M. STEPHENS 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
remember the life of Craig M. Stephens, age 
74, who passed away peacefully at his home 
on August 28, 2018, surrounded by his family. 

Craig was born in Columbus, Kansas in 
1944, the son of two teachers. After moving to 
Ohio in 1956, he attended Kent State Univer-
sity High School before graduating from Kent 
State University in 1968. Craig was actively in-
volved in student government. He was elected 
as the first Student Body President at KSU, he 
revived the Democrat Club, and he was in-
vited to the White House. As an under-
graduate, he also managed John Carson’s 
successful campaign for Kent Mayor and at 
age 22 was named Safety Director for the City 
of Kent from 1966 to 1968. 

After graduation, Craig enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and served as Special-Agent Military In-
telligence for 3 years. Following his honorable 
discharge, Craig enrolled in Akron University 
Law School where he began his career in the 
law offices of Giulitto and Dickinson after grad-
uating in 1973. Soon after, he started his own 
private practice where he represented the 
rights of the working class specializing in 
criminal law. Craig was well respected 
throughout the region as an intelligent, straight 
shooting attorney who always told it like it is. 
Beyond his practice though, Craig volunteered 
his time and expertise to organizations such 
as the NAACP, Boys & Girls Club, NEOCAP, 
Juvenile Detention Center, Portage Country 
Community Action Council, and Waterloo 
School District. Until his death, Craig contin-
ued to selflessly serve his community as the 
Chairman of the Portage County Democratic 
Party and Member and Chairman of the Por-
tage County Board of Elections. 

Over 50 years of service, Craig played a 
critical role in the campaigns of over 60 local, 
state and national officials turning Portage 
County into a stronghold for the Democratic 
Party with his labeled ‘‘green machine’’ fea-
turing his candidates’ signature green political 
signs. Labeled the ‘‘King Maker’’, Craig was 
known for challenging the Democratic estab-
lishment and introducing new candidates into 
the party. Over the same time period, Craig 
took similar pride turning the family property in 
Randolph from an old farm into a showpiece 
that held every County Democratic Picnic 
since the early 1990s, numerous wedding and 
birthday events and kids camping overnights. 
He could typically be found working in his barn 
or out operating equipment, most recently 
joined by his grandson, Xavier, who liked 
nothing more than working on equipment with 
his Grandpa. 

Craig was married to the love of his life and 
his better half, Ruth (Enlow), for 42 years. To-
gether they have two children, Justin Ste-
phens and Samantha (Hank) Stephens/ 
Brooks; and two grandchildren, Xavier and 
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Simone. Craig is survived by his sisters, Sylvia 
(Pete) Klas of Minnesota, and Pam Valentine 
of Ravenna; nephews Matt (Ashley) and Rob-
ert Valentine and Paul (Angela) Klas and nu-
merous family and friends. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Bill and Adalyn Ste-
phens and his brother, Chuck Stephens. 

Craig Stephens leaves a lasting impact. I 
know he is dearly missed by his family and 
the entire community. I extend my deepest 
and sincerest condolences. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STEPHEN 
STRANAHAN 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life of Stephen Stranahan, an 
outstanding, accomplished, and uniquely gen-
erous lifelong citizen of the Toledo area. A 
veteran, civic leader, and philanthropist who 
never forgot his roots. He persevered in uplift-
ing the economic, civic, and cultural life of our 
region. 

Steve was born on May 3, 1934 to Virginia 
Secor Stranahan and Duane Stranahan, Sr. 
His father was the only child of Frank D. 
Stranahan, who with his brother R.A. 
Stranahan, Sr., formed the Champion Spark 
Plug Co. The product was regarded as the fin-
est in the world during its time, and its de-
pendability contributed to U.S. victory in World 
War II. Steve’s mother grew up in the Old 
West End, her father a Toledo resident since 
the 1850s and a prominent banker. She 
helped found the Junior League of Toledo and 
the League of Women Voters in Perrysburg. 

Steve attended Maumee Valley Country Day 
School, Brooks School in North Andover, and 
Dartmouth College, where he majored in 
music. 

He served as a specialist in the 107th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment of the Ohio Army 
National Guard. 

Steve’s first job was in the marketing de-
partment of the legendary Champion Spark 
Plug and where he worked his way up to 
serve as the director of the company. 

An entrepreneurial, creative business lead-
er, he found an opportunity to buy a small air-
port at Telegraph and Alexis roads, National 
Airport, and operated National Flight Services, 
which later moved to Toledo Express Airport 
as a fixed-base operator. He became a dealer 
of Beechcraft airplanes, tracing his affinity for 
flight back to his father, who was a pioneer of 
Champion’s spark plugs for aircraft. 

Throughout the 1960s, Steve took the 
mantra of community wide leadership and be-
came a rising civic leader, serving as presi-
dent of Downtown Toledo Associates, the To-
ledo Area Chamber of Commerce, and Civic 
Pride Inc., which owned the Toledo Blades 
hockey team. 

In 1964, he, along with Ned Skeldon, Wil-
lard I. Webb III, and Henry Morse, arranged 
for the return of the minor league baseball 
team—the Mud Hens—to Toledo. 

Steve joined Paul Block, Jr., Ned Skeldon, 
and Thomas Anderson to form Clear Water 
Inc. to campaign for cleaning up the Lake Erie 
watershed. His firm, Riverview One, erected 
Fiberglas Tower in downtown Toledo and he 

was a leader in Arrowhead Park, a Maumee 
business development. 

A pianist himself, he took his love of music 
and applied it to the Toledo Symphony, an in-
stitution his paternal grandmother, Marie Ce-
leste Stranahan, helped to found. Having 
served as a long-time board member and 
board president of the Toledo Symphony, he 
stressed financial prudence and Steve and his 
wife were recognized in 2015 by the Toledo 
Symphony for their stewardship of the institu-
tion. 

Steve’s overarching influence was most 
impactful on the University of Toledo, having 
served as chairman of the Board of Trustees 
and as chairman of the University of Toledo 
Foundation trustees. His insistence on having 
an endowment fund set up for the University 
and his leadership through much of the institu-
tional growth helped transform the University 
of Toledo from a municipal school to a state 
university. 

Toledo has been blessed with his life as a 
rare leader. Though an ‘‘Ivy League’’ success 
story, he dedicated his substance to the ad-
vancement of life for all in the Toledo area. 

Steve will ultimately be remembered for his 
dedication not only to his family, but the family 
of greater Toledo. On behalf of a grateful com-
munity, please let me offer his wife Ann An-
derson Stranahan, his children Frances Parry, 
Abbot Stranahan Ward, Stephen ‘‘Josh’’ 
Stranahan and Daniel Stranahan, his eight 
grandchildren and great-grandson, his sister 
Mary Stranahan and brothers Michael, 
George, and Duane ‘‘Pat’’ Stranahan, Jr., and 
his many friends and associates our prayers 
and hope that they find comfort in the wonder-
ful memories and lasting accomplishments of 
Steve, and of his inspirational role in bettering 
our way of life. His legacy lives on. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF FATHER JEROME LEDOUX 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Father Jerome 
LeDoux, a beloved Catholic priest who 
pastored St. Augustine Catholic Church in 
New Orleans. Father LeDoux passed away on 
Monday, January 7, 2019 at the age of 88. 

Father LeDoux was born in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, in 1930. He attended Sacred Heart 
Elementary School and at the age of 13, he 
traveled to Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, to at-
tend high school at St. Augustine Seminary. 
This was the only seminary in the nation that 
trained African-American men for the priest-
hood. His spiritual training continued in Illinois 
and Iowa, and be returned to St. Augustine 
Seminary for further study. 

Father LeDoux was ordained to the Catholic 
priesthood on May 11, 1957. Following ordina-
tion, he studied for four years in Rome, where 
he earned a master’s degree in sacred the-
ology and a doctorate in church law. He re-
turned to St. Augustine Seminary in Mis-
sissippi and taught theology and church law 
for six years. In 1969, he began teaching at 
Xavier University in New Orleans and contin-
ued in this role for more than a decade. 

In 1981, Father LeDoux became pastor of 
St. Martin de Porres Church in Praire View, 

Texas. He moved back to Louisiana in 1984 to 
lead Baton Rouge’s St. Paul the Apostle 
Church. And in 1990, his 16-year pastorship 
began at St. Augustine Parish in New Orleans. 

In 2006, Father LeDoux accepted an as-
signment from his order, the Society of Divine 
Word, to become pastor of Our Mother of 
Mercy Parish in Fort Worth, Texas. Since 
1969, Father LeDoux would write a weekly 
column entitled ‘‘Reflections on Life,’’ syn-
dicated in several Catholic weeklies, Louisiana 
Weekly in New Orleans, and Seacoast Echo 
in Bay St. Louis. 

Father LeDoux loved the city and the people 
of New Orleans. His legacy will forever be a 
part of the city and his dedication to commu-
nity embodies the spirit of New Orleans. We 
cannot match the sacrifices made by Father 
LeDoux, but surely, we can try to match his 
sense of service. We cannot match his cour-
age, but we can strive to match his devotion. 

Father LeDoux survivor’s include a sister 
and two brothers. 

Madam Speaker, I celebrate the life and 
legacy of Father Jerome LeDoux. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOB GIBBS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. GIBBS. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to attend votes on January 14th due to a doc-
tors appointment in my home state of Ohio. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Yea 
on Roll Call No. 30. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL OF JOHNSON CITY, 
TENNESSEE 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I join in paying tribute to the 
sesquicentennial of my hometown of Johnson 
city, Tennessee. 

The City of Johnson City was founded in 
Northeast Tennessee, where three railroads— 
East Tennessee and Western North Carolina 
Railroad, Clinchfield Railroad, and Southern 
Railway—converged, holding its first election 
on Jan. 3, 1870, with 60 registered voters. 

Voters elected entrepreneur Henry Johnson, 
owner of Johnson’s Depot, to serve as the 
City’s first mayor. The City charter defined the 
city limits as being the area within a half-mile 
radius of Johnson’s Depot, the city’s first com-
mercial business. Johnson’s Depot operated 
as a railway depot, freight station, and post of-
fice, and also served as a hotel, restaurant, 
and store. 

The Watauga Tannery, the city’s first major 
industry, was established in November 1883 
covering 130 acres and employing as many as 
300 men. Today, Johnson City boasts a di-
verse economy led by healthcare and edu-
cation. 

The Mountain Branch of the National Home 
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers opened in 
1903. Now known as the James H. Quillen VA 
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Medical Center, it serves more than 170,000 
veterans living in a 41-county area of Ten-
nessee, Virginia, and Kentucky. 

The City’s first professional hospital, Appa-
lachian Hospital and School of Nursing, 
opened in 1921 with the support of citizens 
who funded half the cost of the facility. John-
son City has become home to three major 
hospitals—Johnson City Medical Center, 
Franklin Woods Community Hospital, and 
Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 

In 1911, the teacher-training institute known 
as East Tennessee State Normal School, 
predecessor of East Tennessee State Univer-
sity, was founded. Today, as the fourth largest 
university in the State of Tennessee, ETSU 
also includes the highly regarded Quillen Col-
lege of Medicine and Gatton College of Phar-
macy. 

In 1939 the Johnson City Board of Commis-
sioners adopted the charter that established 
the council-manager form of government, 
under which it operates today. Through a col-
laborative process of elected officials working 
closely with citizens, Johnson City has created 
a city recognized by a variety of publications 
as a great place to live. 

Johnson City has operated its own Transit 
System since 1979 and established Ten-
nessee’s first citywide curbside recycling pro-
gram in 1989. Additionally, the city has 18 
parks, 40 athletic fields and a host of multi-use 
trails. Johnson City is also home to Freedom 
Hall Civic Center, Memorial Park Community 
Center, a large public library and a robust sen-
ior services program. 

Although Johnson City’s local economy in-
cludes national and regional companies, it 
also embodies the entrepreneurial spirit of 
Henry Johnson, supporting countless small 
business owners who operate in city limits, 
particularly the downtown area. 

The City of Johnson City, which kicked off 
its Sesquicentennial on Jan. 3, 2019, has be-
come a thriving community of more than 
66,000 residents with city limits expanded to 
43.3 square miles. I look forward to what the 
next 150 years holds for Johnson City. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Ms. FRANKEL. Madam Speaker, on roll call 
vote 16, I was not present because I was un-
avoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 17, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 18, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 19, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 20, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

On roll call vote 21, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 22, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

On roll call vote 23, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 24, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

On roll call vote 25, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 26, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

On roll call vote 27, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 28, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

On roll call vote 29, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA.’’ 

f 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE FAIR 
TREATMENT ACT OF 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 11, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of S. 24, the Government Employee 
Fair Treatment Act of 2019. Saturday marked 
the longest federal government shutdown in 
history. It is true that we have been able to get 
back pay for federal employees who were fur-
loughed or who worked without pay for every 
shutdown in recent history. However, Con-
gress has acted not out of the kindness of its 
heart with respect to workers who worked 
without pay; we acted because, under the 
Constitution, specifically the Fifth and Thir-
teenth Amendments, people cannot be made 
to work without compensation, particularly if 
they are federal employees. That would be a 
constitutional violation, and Congress knows it, 
and that is why we provide back pay to those 
employees who are forced to work during a 
shutdown without pay. We must also protect 
those who were not allowed to work during the 
shutdown, but, nevertheless, still incurred all 
their normal living expenses. We cannot be 
sure that the necessary appropriations will be 
forthcoming, especially in a government where 
one party controls both the Presidency and 
the Senate. The Government Employee Fair 
Treatment Act of 2019, guaranteeing back 
pay, is an essential safeguard that federal em-
ployees are due. 

At the same time, furloughed federal con-
tract employees, who often preform the same 
jobs as federal employees, are not being paid. 
Therefore, I have introduced a bill that would 
grant back pay to low-wage federally con-
tracted retail, food, custodial and security serv-
ice workers who are furloughed during the cur-
rent and any other federal government shut-
down this fiscal year (fiscal year 2019). 

Polls have consistently shown that Ameri-
cans oppose this shutdown and are anxious 
for the president and for Congress to get on 
with the essential tasks of governing. The 
Government Employee Fair Treatment Act of 
2019 will operate as an IOU to federal em-
ployees who deserve no less, but, indeed, 
much more. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
DONALD F. GUERRA 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of my cousin Donald F. Guerra, 
age 73, who passed away peacefully on 

Thursday, December 13, 2018, at the Hospice 
of The Valley Hospice House in Poland. 

Donnie was the life of our family parties. He 
was the family member who remembered and 
told all the best family stories. He captured the 
love and humor of our Italian immigrant family. 
He treasured our family and was always there 
for all of us. He helped on my first campaigns 
by getting family and friends to ride their mo-
torcycles in local parades wearing my cam-
paign tee shirts. He was a staunch Democrat 
and a Union man through and through. 

He was born February 11, 1945 in Warren, 
Ohio to Fabian and Rita Bologna Guerra. He 
graduated from Niles McKinley High School in 
1964 and following that, Embry-Riddle Aero-
nautical University in Daytona, Florida. Upon 
completing his university studies, Don was 
employed as a journeyman pipe fitter at WCI, 
Thomas Steel and Delphi Packard and retired 
in 2000. He also owned and operated 
Guerra’s Dental Lab in Youngstown for 10 
years and was a flight instructor for 50 years. 

Don was a United States Army veteran, 
serving with the 101st Airborne Division in 
Vietnam for 13 months and then returning to 
the United States to serve at NORAD in the 
Cheyenne Mountain Complex. 

He was a member of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish in Niles and a Trumbull County 
Democratic Precinct Committee Member. Don 
was an avid Green Bay Packers and New 
York Yankees fan and enjoyed golfing, riding 
his motorcycle, spending time with his grand-
daughters. 

He will be sadly missed by his wife, Donna 
Stabile Guerra, whom he married November 
23, 1972; his son Donald Guerra and his wife 
Andria and their children Sophia and Gabriella 
of Niles; David Guerra and his wife Cathy, and 
their children Macey and Anna of McDonald; a 
brother Fabian Guerra, Jr. and his wife Nancy 
of Pasadena, Maryland; a sister Nina Miller 
and her husband Jim of Amelia Island, Florida; 
and several nieces and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents. 

We will miss Cooge. Life just won’t be the 
same without him. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED F. GOLDEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. GOLDEN. Madam Speaker, due to the 
inclement weather, my flight to Washington, 
D.C. was delayed and I was unable to vote on 
January 14, 2019. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call No. 30. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MS. ALSIE R. DUNBAR 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the accomplishments of Ms. Alsie R. 
Dunbar, a lifelong resident and native of 
Gonzales, Louisiana whose tireless dedication 
to her community should inspire us all. 

Ms. Dunbar is the daughter of Allen ‘‘Jubi-
lee’’ and Rhonda Dunbar. Her mother, 
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Rhonda, is a retired librarian with the Ascen-
sion Parish School Board with 40 years of 
service. Her father, Allen, is a retired profes-
sional football player. Ms. Dunbar is a dual- 
degreed scientist and engineer with 19 years 
of experience in the areas of process and 
plant design, research and development, prod-
uct quality management, and environmental 
regulation. 

In 2013, Ms. Dunbar used her experience 
from her professional career as a senior sci-
entist and process engineer to form the 
STEMS GEMS Mentoring Project, which high-
lights Girls Excelling in Math and Science. 
Through this program, Ms. Dunbar mentors 
girls who excel in math and science and en-
courages them to pursue careers and ad-
vanced degrees in STEM majors where 
women and minorities are underrepresented. 
This program has mentored more than 650 
girls in conjunction with the Ascension Parish 
School Board, with six participants receiving 
Student of the Year distinctions. The program 
has since expanded to several surrounding 
parishes including Iberville, St. Helena, St. 
Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
East Baton Rouge. 

In addition to recently being selected to be 
a part of the 2019 Baton Rouge Area Cham-
ber’s Leadership Class and the highly com-
petitive Greater Baton Rouge Business Re-
port’s Executive Leadership Academy, Ms. 
Dunbar was appointed to serve on the Re-
gional Council for STAR (Sexual Trauma 
Awareness and Response) and the Advisory 
Board for Emerge Louisiana. The 2017 LSU 
Esprit de Femme Honoree was also selected 
to serve as the 2018 LSU Esprit de Femme 
Honorary Chair this past Spring for her contin-
ued professional accolades and community 
endeavors. 

Ms. Dunbar also serves on the executive 
Board of Directors for the Ascension Fund, 
Volunteer Ascension, the Louisiana Coalition 
for Healthier Communities, APEX STEM Colle-
giate Academy, the chartering chapter of The 
National Coalition of 100 Black Women for 
Metropolitan Baton Rouge, and the Arc of As-
cension. 

During Ms. Dunbar’s tenure as President- 
Elect for the Arc of Ascension, she was instru-
mental in helping the Arc raise over $100,000 
last year for its annual Dancing for a Cause 
fundraiser. 

Madam Speaker, I celebrate the work that 
Ms. Alsie R. Dunbar has done to make her 
community a better place. 

f 

DISSENTING VIEWS TO THE AC-
TIVITY REPORT OF THE COM-
MITTEE ON ENERGY AND COM-
MERCE OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CON-
GRESS 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, today I in-
clude in the RECORD Dissenting Views to the 
Activity Report of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for the One Hundred Fifteenth 
Congress (Activity Report). The Activity Re-

port, which was filed by the Republican major-
ity on January 2, 2019, should have included 
these dissenting views, however, they were 
not included. I am taking this action to ensure 
that the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee Democrats can exercise their right 
under House Rule XI to submit these dis-
senting views so that they are made part of 
the official House record. 

House Rule XI gives the majority party au-
thority and the responsibility for setting our 
committee’s agenda and to determine which 
jurisdictional areas and matters (and the ex-
tent to which) it will oversee or investigate. 

The Energy and Commerce Committee 
marked up and reported out important biparti-
sanship legislation in the 115th Congress, like 
H.R. 6, H.R. 304, H.R. 931, H.R. 1320, H.R. 
2430, H.R. 2345, H.R. 3387, H.R. 5333, and 
H.R. 6378. Each of these bills was considered 
pursuant to regular order at every major legis-
lative stage and should be seen as being dis-
plays of some of our greater legislative ac-
complishments. 

We would have been more successful as a 
committee this Congress had our Republican 
majority believed in and followed regular order 
more consistently. Regular order was nowhere 
to be found at the beginning of the 115th Con-
gress. Republican House leaders and com-
mittee chairs exiled regular order at the start 
of the 115th Congress to deliver on their par-
ty’s promise to repeal and replace the Afford-
able Care Act as soon as possible after as-
suming unified government following the 2016 
Presidential and federal elections. 

Less than two months from the Committee’s 
organization at the beginning of 2017, our 
Committee’s Republican majority hurriedly no-
ticed for full Committee markup a draft print, ti-
tled the American Health Care Act (AHCA). 
The AHCA was subsequently introduced and 
numbered as H.R. 1628. As we noted in our 
Minority Views to that bill’s legislative report 
that accompanied it to the House floor: 

Despite the wide-ranging, serious implica-
tions of this legislation for the health and fi-
nancial security of all Americans, the Com-
mittee did not hold a single hearing on the 
details and effect of the legislation. Notably, 
stakeholders have not had the ability to 
weigh in on the impacts of the bill to the 
health care system. In fact, the Committee 
received letters from hospitals, doctors, and 
patient and advocacy groups all outlining 
their significant concerns with the legisla-
tion. Additionally, despite Speaker Ryan’s 
claims that the bill would be considered 
through regular order and through a trans-
parent process, the repeal bill was drafted in 
secret and introduced less than two days be-
fore markup. 

The minority is deeply concerned by the 
decision to proceed to markup without first 
receiving the views of the CBO on the impact 
of this legislation on health insurance cov-
erage, costs, and the federal budget. 

This exercise, which signaled that Com-
mittee Republicans might apply regular order 
sporadically and unpredictably, set the tone for 
the 115th Congress. 

Bills that the Republican majority chose not 
to put through regular order were appreciably 
more partisan and controversial. These in-
cluded H.R. 1628 and other troublesome bills 
to change the Clean Power Plan standards or 
to amend the Clean Air Act, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC), and the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission regula-

tions and standards. Other Republican prac-
tices reflected in legislation acted on by the 
Committee, which Democrats saw and op-
posed, included attacks on funding and pro-
grams that promote and protect Democratic 
priorities, such as the Prevention and Public 
Health Fund. 

Committee Democrats also took issue at 
times with bills that relied on weak justifica-
tions and policies to support Congressional 
action, change, or clarification to existing stat-
utes and federal programs that would weaken 
environmental and consumer health, public 
safety, and privacy protections. These legisla-
tive measures implemented policies and 
amended regulations to create loopholes and 
other compliance safe harbors. Our Repub-
lican majority acted on legislation that rolled 
back environmental and other consumer 
health and safety protections by moving fur-
ther into the future well-noticed compliance 
deadlines for EPA new source performance 
standards applying to new residential wood 
and hydronic heaters and forced-air furnaces 
as well as national emission standards for 
hazardous air pollutants for brick and struc-
tural clay products and clay ceramics manu-
facturing and power plants using coal refuse 
facilities under the Clean Air Act. While some 
of these bills and amendments were intended 
to provide more legal and business certainty 
to industry; a good deal of them extended 
more regulatory relief than needed to properly 
balance the respective interests of all actors 
and stakeholders. 

The Committee appropriately exercised its 
jurisdictional discretion and prerogative at 
times to convene very important oversight 
hearings. For example, the Republican major-
ity conducted formal oversight to raise critically 
important questions about Facebook’s data 
protection and security practices and policies, 
and why those practices were insufficient to 
prohibit and prevent Cambridge Analytica from 
collecting and using Facebook user and other 
platform data to influence 2016 Presidential 
election voters. The Republican majority, how-
ever, suppressed its oversight duties and re-
sponsibilities to call more fervently upon the 
Trump Administration and the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) to appear 
before the Committee and explain its role in 
relation to the Administration’s ‘‘zero toler-
ance’’ policy. As a result, the Ranking Member 
of the Committee, Rep. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
introduced H. Res. 982, a resolution of inquiry 
(RoI), requesting President Trump and direct-
ing the Secretary of HHS to transmit certain 
information and records to the House of Rep-
resentative relating to the separation of chil-
dren from their parents or guardians in con-
nection with the President’s ‘‘zero tolerance’’ 
policy. 

In his dissenting views to the report cov-
ering the Committee’s RoI proceeding, Rank-
ing Member PALLONE asserted that the Com-
mittee should have acted more quickly and 
decisively to understand and to offer its views 
regarding the family border separation crisis: 

My resolution of inquiry is ripe for action 
. . . For better, far more than worse, family 
unification is vital to all of [us] as individ-
uals and to our physical and mental health 
and overall well-being. Regardless of one’s 
citizenship status or the country from which 
they are migrating to the United States, 
happy and stable families are undeniably es-
sential to becoming and staying healthy. For 
that reason alone, separating children from 
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their families, regardless of whose policy it 
is or the objectives behind that policy, is 
suspect on its face and must be balanced by 
(our thorough) input, as a separate and co- 
equal branch of the federal government. Our 
Committee should not allow or tolerate fur-
ther delay but this Administration in pro-
viding answers to our questions or soliciting 
our advice and reactions regarding this 
unabated crisis. In order to perform our 

sworn duties as elected representatives and 
leaders, we must convene an oversight hear-
ing as soon as possible. For these reasons, H. 
Res. 982 should have been favorably reported. 

While our Committee continued its important 
bipartisan traditions this Congress, in the 
115th Congress the Republican majority failed 
to conduct any legitimate oversight of the 
Trump Administration, failing to hold them ac-
countable for the cost of their policies to un-

dermine critical health care, environmental and 
consumer protections. Republicans also failed 
to prioritize the lives of everyday Americans. 
Energy and Commerce Committee Democrats 
pursue policies that help everyday people by 
building a stronger economy, creating more 
good paying jobs, and protecting consumers 
from skyrocketing costs that make it increas-
ingly difficult to make ends meet. 
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