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Simone. Craig is survived by his sisters, Sylvia
(Pete) Klas of Minnesota, and Pam Valentine
of Ravenna; nephews Matt (Ashley) and Rob-
ert Valentine and Paul (Angela) Klas and nu-
merous family and friends. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Bill and Adalyn Ste-
phens and his brother, Chuck Stephens.

Craig Stephens leaves a lasting impact. |
know he is dearly missed by his family and
the entire community. | extend my deepest
and sincerest condolences.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF STEPHEN
STRANAHAN

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life of Stephen Stranahan, an
outstanding, accomplished, and uniquely gen-
erous lifelong citizen of the Toledo area. A
veteran, civic leader, and philanthropist who
never forgot his roots. He persevered in uplift-
ing the economic, civic, and cultural life of our
region.

Steve was born on May 3, 1934 to Virginia
Secor Stranahan and Duane Stranahan, Sr.
His father was the only child of Frank D.
Stranahan, who with his brother R.A.
Stranahan, Sr., formed the Champion Spark
Plug Co. The product was regarded as the fin-
est in the world during its time, and its de-
pendability contributed to U.S. victory in World
War Il. Steve’s mother grew up in the Old
West End, her father a Toledo resident since
the 1850s and a prominent banker. She
helped found the Junior League of Toledo and
the League of Women Voters in Perrysburg.

Steve attended Maumee Valley Country Day
School, Brooks School in North Andover, and
Dartmouth College, where he majored in
music.

He served as a specialist in the 107th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment of the Ohio Army
National Guard.

Steve’s first job was in the marketing de-
partment of the legendary Champion Spark
Plug and where he worked his way up to
serve as the director of the company.

An entrepreneurial, creative business lead-
er, he found an opportunity to buy a small air-
port at Telegraph and Alexis roads, National
Airport, and operated National Flight Services,
which later moved to Toledo Express Airport
as a fixed-base operator. He became a dealer
of Beechcraft airplanes, tracing his affinity for
flight back to his father, who was a pioneer of
Champion’s spark plugs for aircraft.

Throughout the 1960s, Steve took the
mantra of community wide leadership and be-
came a rising civic leader, serving as presi-
dent of Downtown Toledo Associates, the To-
ledo Area Chamber of Commerce, and Civic
Pride Inc., which owned the Toledo Blades
hockey team.

In 1964, he, along with Ned Skeldon, Wil-
lard 1. Webb Ill, and Henry Morse, arranged
for the return of the minor league baseball
team—the Mud Hens—to Toledo.

Steve joined Paul Block, Jr., Ned Skeldon,
and Thomas Anderson to form Clear Water
Inc. to campaign for cleaning up the Lake Erie
watershed. His firm, Riverview One, erected
Fiberglas Tower in downtown Toledo and he
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was a leader in Arrowhead Park, a Maumee
business development.

A pianist himself, he took his love of music
and applied it to the Toledo Symphony, an in-
stitution his paternal grandmother, Marie Ce-
leste Stranahan, helped to found. Having
served as a long-time board member and
board president of the Toledo Symphony, he
stressed financial prudence and Steve and his
wife were recognized in 2015 by the Toledo
Symphony for their stewardship of the institu-
tion.

Steve’s overarching influence was most
impactful on the University of Toledo, having
served as chairman of the Board of Trustees
and as chairman of the University of Toledo
Foundation trustees. His insistence on having
an endowment fund set up for the University
and his leadership through much of the institu-
tional growth helped transform the University
of Toledo from a municipal school to a state
university.

Toledo has been blessed with his life as a
rare leader. Though an “lvy League” success
story, he dedicated his substance to the ad-
vancement of life for all in the Toledo area.

Steve will ultimately be remembered for his
dedication not only to his family, but the family
of greater Toledo. On behalf of a grateful com-
munity, please let me offer his wife Ann An-
derson Stranahan, his children Frances Parry,
Abbot Stranahan Ward, Stephen “Josh”
Stranahan and Daniel Stranahan, his eight
grandchildren and great-grandson, his sister
Mary Stranahan and brothers Michael,
George, and Duane “Pat” Stranahan, Jr., and
his many friends and associates our prayers
and hope that they find comfort in the wonder-
ful memories and lasting accomplishments of
Steve, and of his inspirational role in bettering
our way of life. His legacy lives on.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FATHER JEROME LEDOUX

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the life and legacy of Father Jerome
LeDoux, a beloved Catholic priest who
pastored St. Augustine Catholic Church in
New Orleans. Father LeDoux passed away on
Monday, January 7, 2019 at the age of 88.

Father LeDoux was born in Lake Charles,
Louisiana, in 1930. He attended Sacred Heart
Elementary School and at the age of 13, he
traveled to Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, to at-
tend high school at St. Augustine Seminary.
This was the only seminary in the nation that
trained African-American men for the priest-
hood. His spiritual training continued in lllinois
and lowa, and be returned to St. Augustine
Seminary for further study.

Father LeDoux was ordained to the Catholic
priesthood on May 11, 1957. Following ordina-
tion, he studied for four years in Rome, where
he earned a master's degree in sacred the-
ology and a doctorate in church law. He re-
turned to St. Augustine Seminary in Mis-
sissippi and taught theology and church law
for six years. In 1969, he began teaching at
Xavier University in New Orleans and contin-
ued in this role for more than a decade.

In 1981, Father LeDoux became pastor of
St. Martin de Porres Church in Praire View,

January 15, 2019

Texas. He moved back to Louisiana in 1984 to
lead Baton Rouge’s St. Paul the Apostle
Church. And in 1990, his 16-year pastorship
began at St. Augustine Parish in New Orleans.

In 2006, Father LeDoux accepted an as-
signment from his order, the Society of Divine
Word, to become pastor of Our Mother of
Mercy Parish in Fort Worth, Texas. Since
1969, Father LeDoux would write a weekly
column entitled “Reflections on Life,” syn-
dicated in several Catholic weeklies, Louisiana
Weekly in New Orleans, and Seacoast Echo
in Bay St. Louis.

Father LeDoux loved the city and the people
of New Orleans. His legacy will forever be a
part of the city and his dedication to commu-
nity embodies the spirit of New Orleans. We
cannot match the sacrifices made by Father
LeDoux, but surely, we can try to match his
sense of service. We cannot match his cour-
age, but we can strive to match his devotion.

Father LeDoux survivor's include a sister
and two brothers.

Madam Speaker, | celebrate the life and
legacy of Father Jerome LeDoux.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB GIBBS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. GIBBS. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to attend votes on January 14th due to a doc-
tors appointment in my home state of Ohio.
Had | been present, | would have voted Yea
on Roll Call No. 30.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL OF JOHNSON CITY,
TENNESSEE

HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | join in paying tribute to the
sesquicentennial of my hometown of Johnson
city, Tennessee.

The City of Johnson City was founded in
Northeast Tennessee, where three railroads—
East Tennessee and Western North Carolina
Railroad, Clinchfield Railroad, and Southern
Railway—converged, holding its first election
on Jan. 3, 1870, with 60 registered voters.

Voters elected entrepreneur Henry Johnson,
owner of Johnson’s Depot, to serve as the
City’s first mayor. The City charter defined the
city limits as being the area within a half-mile
radius of Johnson’s Depot, the city’s first com-
mercial business. Johnson’s Depot operated
as a railway depot, freight station, and post of-
fice, and also served as a hotel, restaurant,
and store.

The Watauga Tannery, the city’s first major
industry, was established in November 1883
covering 130 acres and employing as many as
300 men. Today, Johnson City boasts a di-
verse economy led by healthcare and edu-
cation.

The Mountain Branch of the National Home
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers opened in
1903. Now known as the James H. Quillen VA
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Medical Center, it serves more than 170,000
veterans living in a 41-county area of Ten-
nessee, Virginia, and Kentucky.

The City’s first professional hospital, Appa-
lachian Hospital and School of Nursing,
opened in 1921 with the support of citizens
who funded half the cost of the facility. John-
son City has become home to three major
hospitals—Johnson City Medical Center,
Franklin Woods Community Hospital, and
Niswonger Children’s Hospital.

In 1911, the teacher-training institute known

as East Tennessee State Normal School,
predecessor of East Tennessee State Univer-
sity, was founded. Today, as the fourth largest
university in the State of Tennessee, ETSU
also includes the highly regarded Quillen Col-
lege of Medicine and Gatton College of Phar-
macy.
In 1939 the Johnson City Board of Commis-
sioners adopted the charter that established
the council-manager form of government,
under which it operates today. Through a col-
laborative process of elected officials working
closely with citizens, Johnson City has created
a city recognized by a variety of publications
as a great place to live.

Johnson City has operated its own Transit
System since 1979 and established Ten-
nessee’s first citywide curbside recycling pro-
gram in 1989. Additionally, the city has 18
parks, 40 athletic fields and a host of multi-use
trails. Johnson City is also home to Freedom
Hall Civic Center, Memorial Park Community
Center, a large public library and a robust sen-
ior services program.

Although Johnson City’s local economy in-
cludes national and regional companies, it
also embodies the entrepreneurial spirit of
Henry Johnson, supporting countless small
business owners who operate in city limits,
particularly the downtown area.

The City of Johnson City, which kicked off
its Sesquicentennial on Jan. 3, 2019, has be-
come a thriving community of more than
66,000 residents with city limits expanded to
43.3 square miles. | look forward to what the
next 150 years holds for Johnson City.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Ms. FRANKEL. Madam Speaker, on roll call
vote 16, | was not present because | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

On roll call vote 17, had
would have voted “YEA.”

been present,

On roll call vote 18, had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

On roll call vote 19, had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

On roll call vote 20, had | been present, |
would have voted “NAY.”

On roll call vote 21, had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

On roll call vote 22, had | been present, |
would have voted “NAY.”

On roll call vote 23, had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

On roll call vote 24, had | been present, |
would have voted “NAY.”

On roll call vote 25, had | been present, |

would have voted “YEA.”
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On roll call vote 26, had | been present, |
would have voted “NAY.”

On roll call vote 27, had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

On roll call vote 28, had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

On roll call vote 29, had | been present, |
would have voted “YEA.”

—————

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE FAIR
TREATMENT ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 11, 2019

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of S. 24, the Government Employee
Fair Treatment Act of 2019. Saturday marked
the longest federal government shutdown in
history. It is true that we have been able to get
back pay for federal employees who were fur-
loughed or who worked without pay for every
shutdown in recent history. However, Con-
gress has acted not out of the kindness of its
heart with respect to workers who worked
without pay; we acted because, under the
Constitution, specifically the Fifth and Thir-
teenth Amendments, people cannot be made
to work without compensation, particularly if
they are federal employees. That would be a
constitutional violation, and Congress knows it,
and that is why we provide back pay to those
employees who are forced to work during a
shutdown without pay. We must also protect
those who were not allowed to work during the
shutdown, but, nevertheless, still incurred all
their normal living expenses. We cannot be
sure that the necessary appropriations will be
forthcoming, especially in a government where
one party controls both the Presidency and
the Senate. The Government Employee Fair
Treatment Act of 2019, guaranteeing back
pay, is an essential safeguard that federal em-
ployees are due.

At the same time, furloughed federal con-
tract employees, who often preform the same
jobs as federal employees, are not being paid.
Therefore, | have introduced a bill that would
grant back pay to low-wage federally con-
tracted retail, food, custodial and security serv-
ice workers who are furloughed during the cur-
rent and any other federal government shut-
down this fiscal year (fiscal year 2019).

Polls have consistently shown that Ameri-
cans oppose this shutdown and are anxious
for the president and for Congress to get on
with the essential tasks of governing. The
Government Employee Fair Treatment Act of
2019 will operate as an IOU to federal em-
ployees who deserve no less, but, indeed,
much more.

——————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
DONALD F. GUERRA

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of my cousin Donald F. Guerra,
age 73, who passed away peacefully on
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Thursday, December 13, 2018, at the Hospice
of The Valley Hospice House in Poland.

Donnie was the life of our family parties. He
was the family member who remembered and
told all the best family stories. He captured the
love and humor of our Italian immigrant family.
He treasured our family and was always there
for all of us. He helped on my first campaigns
by getting family and friends to ride their mo-
torcycles in local parades wearing my cam-
paign tee shirts. He was a staunch Democrat
and a Union man through and through.

He was born February 11, 1945 in Warren,
Ohio to Fabian and Rita Bologna Guerra. He
graduated from Niles McKinley High School in
1964 and following that, Embry-Riddle Aero-
nautical University in Daytona, Florida. Upon
completing his university studies, Don was
employed as a journeyman pipe fitter at WCI,
Thomas Steel and Delphi Packard and retired
in 2000. He also owned and operated
Guerra’s Dental Lab in Youngstown for 10
years and was a flight instructor for 50 years.

Don was a United States Army veteran,
serving with the 101st Airborne Division in
Vietnam for 13 months and then returning to
the United States to serve at NORAD in the
Cheyenne Mountain Complex.

He was a member of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Parish in Niles and a Trumbull County
Democratic Precinct Committee Member. Don
was an avid Green Bay Packers and New
York Yankees fan and enjoyed golfing, riding
his motorcycle, spending time with his grand-
daughters.

He will be sadly missed by his wife, Donna
Stabile Guerra, whom he married November
23, 1972; his son Donald Guerra and his wife
Andria and their children Sophia and Gabriella
of Niles; David Guerra and his wife Cathy, and
their children Macey and Anna of McDonald; a
brother Fabian Guerra, Jr. and his wife Nancy
of Pasadena, Maryland; a sister Nina Miller
and her husband Jim of Amelia Island, Florida;
and several nieces and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents.

We will miss Cooge. Life just won’t be the
same without him.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JARED F. GOLDEN

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. GOLDEN. Madam Speaker, due to the
inclement weather, my flight to Washington,
D.C. was delayed and | was unable to vote on
January 14, 2019. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on Roll Call No. 30.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MS. ALSIE R. DUNBAR

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the accomplishments of Ms. Alsie R.
Dunbar, a lifelong resident and native of
Gonzales, Louisiana whose tireless dedication
to her community should inspire us all.

Ms. Dunbar is the daughter of Allen “Jubi-
lee” and Rhonda Dunbar. Her mother,
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