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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WELCH).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 15, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable PETER
WELCH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

TRUMP SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end, the Republican leader, Mr. MCCAR-
THY, went on ‘‘Face the Nation’ and
said the following: ‘It is unacceptable
that 800,000 U.S. employees are not
being paid.” He didn’t add, but he
should have, that 440,000 of them are
being made to work while they are not
paid.

But I agree that it is unacceptable
that 800,000 U.S. folks are shut out. It

is unacceptable that Republicans and
Donald Trump would shut down the
government and deny paychecks to
800,000 Americans because they
couldn’t get congressional approval for
an expensive and ineffective border
wall, even when they controlled all le-
vers of government.

Let me repeat that. They didn’t get
it done when they controlled all levers
of government.

The Republican leader went on to
say: ‘“You know what we’re arguing
over? One-tenth of 1 percent of the Fed-
eral budget.”

He is dead wrong on that. This isn’t
about a wall, or healthcare, or the debt
limit, or spending levels. It is about
whether it is appropriate policy for a
President to threaten shutdowns and
take the country hostage to get what
he wants.

It is malfeasant and malevolent to
hold 800,000 Americans and, indeed, the
millions they serve hostage to the de-
mands of a President who, days before
he shut down the government, told us
that is exactly what he intended to do.

That is why House Democrats, joined
by several Republicans, passed six of
the seven remaining appropriations
bills for fiscal year 2019, all of which
had bipartisan support in the Senate,
and a continuing resolution to reopen
the Department of Homeland Security
on the first day of the new Congress.

It is also why, last week, House
Democrats passed, on an individual
basis, four of those same appropria-
tions bills to reopen portions of govern-
ment that the Senate approved by a
vote of 92-6, over 90 percent, almost 95
percent of the Senators.

Our colleague from Oklahoma (Mr.
COLE) was concerned that these were
not products of the House. He is right.
So vote to open up a government with
a CR, which you will have an oppor-
tunity to do three times, my Repub-
lican colleagues. Let’s conclude the ap-
propriations process by passing bills

agreed upon by the House and the Sen-
ate.

What we have been saying all along
is: Reopen the people’s government.
Shutting it down is an illegitimate, im-
moral act.

I disagree with the Republican lead-
er’s characterization of Democrats’ po-
sition as taking a stand for a certain
level of funding.

Just give us X amount of money for
a wall, Republicans and the President
say, and the shutdown will end.

This is not about a wall. It is about
trying to gain an end by threat, rather
than by democratic debate. One side
cannot, must not, continue to threaten
shutdowns to get its way in a democ-
racy.

Our research does not show us an-
other democracy in the world that
shuts itself down. That is not how the
system should work.

If Donald Trump is permitted to
bully the American people and their
representatives into giving him what-
ever he wants, does anyone think, for a
second, we won’t be right back here in
a few weeks, or a few months, with yet
another shutdown over the next item
on the President’s wish list?

Give me more tax cuts for the
wealthy, or I will shut down the gov-
ernment, he will say. Cut Medicare and
Social Security, or I will default on the
debt.

This is about more than money to
build a wall on our border. It is about
whether to firm up the wall around our
democracy.

We need to end this shutdown now,
reopen the government first, and dis-
cuss, rationally, how best to secure our
borders, an objective many of us have
voted to do over the years, with sub-
stantial increases in our investment in
security at all of our borders.

The only beneficiaries, very frankly,
of this shutdown are Russia, China,
Iran, and our other enemies and those
who would like to see us fail. If this
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shutdown continues, it will further
weaken us on trade, on national secu-
rity, on protecting our interests
around the world, and in serving our
people here at home. And it will con-
tinue harming our economy, which has
already lost nearly as much in GDP as
the President wants for his wall.

Mr. Speaker, if Leader MCCARTHY
truly finds it unacceptable for this
shutdown to continue, I ask him and
all my Republican colleagues to join us
in urging Senator MCCONNELL, who has
called shutdowns ‘‘failed policy,” and
President Trump to end it by taking up
the bills the House has already passed
to do so.

Mr. President, open our government
for the people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———————

OPIOID EPIDEMIC IS PUBLIC
HEALTH CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, I had the
privilege of being in Kane, Pennsyl-
vania, McKean County, Pennsylvania’s
15th Congressional District, for a film
screening and a panel discussion about
opioid addiction.

The 11-minute film is called ‘“‘Eye of
the Needle,” and it chronicles opioid
addiction in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
It was produced in 2017 for the Light of
Life Rescue Mission’s annual gala.

Light of Life is a homeless shelter in
Pittsburgh whose clients are homeless,
primarily due to addiction and mental
health issues. Light of Life provides a
home for the homeless; food for the
hungry; and care for the poor, the ad-
dicted, the abused, and the elderly.

Like so many shelters in America,
the opioid epidemic has greatly im-
pacted them. They have been using this
film as an educational tool. It has been
screened at Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, Duquesne University, Point Park
University, and Robert Morris Univer-
sity.

On Sunday, it was the first time the
film was shown in a community set-
ting. About 100 people gathered in the
Kane Area Community Center for the
viewing, which also featured a panel
discussion.

I proudly participated on the panel,
which featured several speakers from
the community, including representa-
tives from law enforcement and alcohol
and drug abuse services.

Mr. Speaker, I know there isn’t a ZIP
Code in the country that isn’t im-
pacted by the opioid epidemic. We have
seen the crippling effects of this epi-
demic, and we need to act with unified
urgency to help those who are suf-
fering.

It is considered by many to be the
worst public health crisis of this gen-
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eration. Overcoming it will not only
take a community-wide effort, but a
nationwide effort.

Through treatment and recovery,
through prevention, by protecting our
communities, and by fighting fentanyl
and other ever-changing synthetic or
foreign illicit drugs, we will overcome
this epidemic.

Heroin and pain pill addiction does
not discriminate on age, race, gender,
or socioeconomic status. Your neighbor
could be using heroin, and so could
their high-honors high school student.

Unfortunately, the people of Pennsyl-
vania have seen some of the worst. In
2017, the crisis surged when the Com-
monwealth experienced a 44 percent in-
crease in opioid overdoses.

Addressing this unprecedented rate
of opioid-related deaths means that we
must focus on nearly 2.2 million Ameri-
cans who currently struggle with
opioid addiction.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, we are on the front line.
Through community conversations,
like the one that took place in Kane
this Sunday, we can continue the con-
versation on how to end this epidemic.

Congress has engaged many agencies,
including the Department of Justice,
the Drug Enforcement Administration,
the National Institutes of Health, the
Centers for Disease Control, and Cus-
toms and Border Protection, just to
name a few, to help combat opioid
abuse.

This crisis has taken lives, torn apart
families, weakened our workforce, and
overextended our healthcare system.

Mr. Speaker, this is a modern-day
plague and the public health crisis of
our lifetime. We need to talk about it.
We need to take action. And we need to
find solutions.

———

LET’S HAVE SMART BORDER
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the
President has really made his wall ar-
gument on the basis of stopping illegal
drugs from coming into the country.

Last week, I talked about the Magi-
not Line in France, an impenetrable
defense. The Germans went around it.

If drugs were being smuggled across
the desert, another section of wall isn’t
going to stop them. They will go
around it. But that is not the way
drugs are coming into the United
States of America. They are coming
through our legal border crossings. I
talked about that last week.

We need more personnel. We need
more technology there to inspect a
larger number of the vehicles, all the
vehicles coming across, with high tech-
nology, to find the human smuggling,
the drug smuggling, and the weapons
smuggling that is coming in that way.

But there is another way that drugs
are pouring into the United States of
America, and here is, last year, just
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one of the incidents that the Coast
Guard intercepted. They intercepted
$56.6 billion of illegal drugs being smug-
gled in through maritime pathways.

The recently retired commandant
said that is only about 20 percent of
the shipments. We could intercept
more if we had more personnel. If we
had more and modern helicopters, if we
had more fast-pursuit boats, we could
stop a much larger percentage.

But today is a really special day.
These brave men and women of the
United States Coast Guard will miss
their paychecks today, the first time
that I know of in recent history that
members of the uniformed military are
not being paid by their government.

41,000 Active Duty coasties won’t be
paid. And guess what? The first of next
month, 50,000 retired coasties won’t be
paid. In addition to that, there are 8,000
Coast Guard critical civilian employees
who are not being paid.

So if the President really wants to
talk about intercepting drugs, and he
wants to talk about real border secu-
rity, he should be talking about giving
more resources to the United States
Coast Guard, not stiffing them on their
paychecks and not making them fly
ancient helicopters and 50-year-old cut-
ters.

But he wants to waste $5 billion on a
wall across part of the desert that you
can go around, if that is the way they
were smuggling in drugs. But as I said
earlier, they aren’t.

Let’s have smart border security.
Let’s use our precious tax dollars in an
intelligent, 21st century way, not a
vanity wall.

———————

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF PFC GARFIELD M.
LANGHORN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to honor the service and sacrifice
of hometown hero and Medal of Honor
recipient PFC Garfield M. Langhorn
from Riverhead, New York, who, 50
years ago today, saved the lives of his
platoon members, at just 20 years old,
by throwing himself on a live grenade
in Pleiku province in Vietnam on Jan-
uary 15, 1969.

PFC Langhorn served as a radio oper-
ator with Troop C, 7th Squadron, 17th
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Aviation Bri-
gade, when his unit attempted to res-
cue the crew of a downed American hel-
icopter. Finding no surviving crew,
PFC Langhorn and his unit were re-
turning the fallen aviators when they
came under heavy fire from North Vi-
etnamese forces.

Under the cover of darkness, the
North Vietnamese began to advance,
throwing a hand grenade in front of
PFC Langhorn, who threw himself on
the grenade. The grenade was just a
few feet from a few of his injured com-
rades.
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