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shutdown continues, it will further
weaken us on trade, on national secu-
rity, on protecting our interests
around the world, and in serving our
people here at home. And it will con-
tinue harming our economy, which has
already lost nearly as much in GDP as
the President wants for his wall.

Mr. Speaker, if Leader MCCARTHY
truly finds it unacceptable for this
shutdown to continue, I ask him and
all my Republican colleagues to join us
in urging Senator MCCONNELL, who has
called shutdowns ‘‘failed policy,” and
President Trump to end it by taking up
the bills the House has already passed
to do so.

Mr. President, open our government
for the people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———————

OPIOID EPIDEMIC IS PUBLIC
HEALTH CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, I had the
privilege of being in Kane, Pennsyl-
vania, McKean County, Pennsylvania’s
15th Congressional District, for a film
screening and a panel discussion about
opioid addiction.

The 11-minute film is called ‘“‘Eye of
the Needle,” and it chronicles opioid
addiction in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
It was produced in 2017 for the Light of
Life Rescue Mission’s annual gala.

Light of Life is a homeless shelter in
Pittsburgh whose clients are homeless,
primarily due to addiction and mental
health issues. Light of Life provides a
home for the homeless; food for the
hungry; and care for the poor, the ad-
dicted, the abused, and the elderly.

Like so many shelters in America,
the opioid epidemic has greatly im-
pacted them. They have been using this
film as an educational tool. It has been
screened at Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, Duquesne University, Point Park
University, and Robert Morris Univer-
sity.

On Sunday, it was the first time the
film was shown in a community set-
ting. About 100 people gathered in the
Kane Area Community Center for the
viewing, which also featured a panel
discussion.

I proudly participated on the panel,
which featured several speakers from
the community, including representa-
tives from law enforcement and alcohol
and drug abuse services.

Mr. Speaker, I know there isn’t a ZIP
Code in the country that isn’t im-
pacted by the opioid epidemic. We have
seen the crippling effects of this epi-
demic, and we need to act with unified
urgency to help those who are suf-
fering.

It is considered by many to be the
worst public health crisis of this gen-
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eration. Overcoming it will not only
take a community-wide effort, but a
nationwide effort.

Through treatment and recovery,
through prevention, by protecting our
communities, and by fighting fentanyl
and other ever-changing synthetic or
foreign illicit drugs, we will overcome
this epidemic.

Heroin and pain pill addiction does
not discriminate on age, race, gender,
or socioeconomic status. Your neighbor
could be using heroin, and so could
their high-honors high school student.

Unfortunately, the people of Pennsyl-
vania have seen some of the worst. In
2017, the crisis surged when the Com-
monwealth experienced a 44 percent in-
crease in opioid overdoses.

Addressing this unprecedented rate
of opioid-related deaths means that we
must focus on nearly 2.2 million Ameri-
cans who currently struggle with
opioid addiction.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, we are on the front line.
Through community conversations,
like the one that took place in Kane
this Sunday, we can continue the con-
versation on how to end this epidemic.

Congress has engaged many agencies,
including the Department of Justice,
the Drug Enforcement Administration,
the National Institutes of Health, the
Centers for Disease Control, and Cus-
toms and Border Protection, just to
name a few, to help combat opioid
abuse.

This crisis has taken lives, torn apart
families, weakened our workforce, and
overextended our healthcare system.

Mr. Speaker, this is a modern-day
plague and the public health crisis of
our lifetime. We need to talk about it.
We need to take action. And we need to
find solutions.

———

LET’S HAVE SMART BORDER
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the
President has really made his wall ar-
gument on the basis of stopping illegal
drugs from coming into the country.

Last week, I talked about the Magi-
not Line in France, an impenetrable
defense. The Germans went around it.

If drugs were being smuggled across
the desert, another section of wall isn’t
going to stop them. They will go
around it. But that is not the way
drugs are coming into the United
States of America. They are coming
through our legal border crossings. I
talked about that last week.

We need more personnel. We need
more technology there to inspect a
larger number of the vehicles, all the
vehicles coming across, with high tech-
nology, to find the human smuggling,
the drug smuggling, and the weapons
smuggling that is coming in that way.

But there is another way that drugs
are pouring into the United States of
America, and here is, last year, just
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one of the incidents that the Coast
Guard intercepted. They intercepted
$56.6 billion of illegal drugs being smug-
gled in through maritime pathways.

The recently retired commandant
said that is only about 20 percent of
the shipments. We could intercept
more if we had more personnel. If we
had more and modern helicopters, if we
had more fast-pursuit boats, we could
stop a much larger percentage.

But today is a really special day.
These brave men and women of the
United States Coast Guard will miss
their paychecks today, the first time
that I know of in recent history that
members of the uniformed military are
not being paid by their government.

41,000 Active Duty coasties won’t be
paid. And guess what? The first of next
month, 50,000 retired coasties won’t be
paid. In addition to that, there are 8,000
Coast Guard critical civilian employees
who are not being paid.

So if the President really wants to
talk about intercepting drugs, and he
wants to talk about real border secu-
rity, he should be talking about giving
more resources to the United States
Coast Guard, not stiffing them on their
paychecks and not making them fly
ancient helicopters and 50-year-old cut-
ters.

But he wants to waste $5 billion on a
wall across part of the desert that you
can go around, if that is the way they
were smuggling in drugs. But as I said
earlier, they aren’t.

Let’s have smart border security.
Let’s use our precious tax dollars in an
intelligent, 21st century way, not a
vanity wall.

———————

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF PFC GARFIELD M.
LANGHORN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to honor the service and sacrifice
of hometown hero and Medal of Honor
recipient PFC Garfield M. Langhorn
from Riverhead, New York, who, 50
years ago today, saved the lives of his
platoon members, at just 20 years old,
by throwing himself on a live grenade
in Pleiku province in Vietnam on Jan-
uary 15, 1969.

PFC Langhorn served as a radio oper-
ator with Troop C, 7th Squadron, 17th
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Aviation Bri-
gade, when his unit attempted to res-
cue the crew of a downed American hel-
icopter. Finding no surviving crew,
PFC Langhorn and his unit were re-
turning the fallen aviators when they
came under heavy fire from North Vi-
etnamese forces.

Under the cover of darkness, the
North Vietnamese began to advance,
throwing a hand grenade in front of
PFC Langhorn, who threw himself on
the grenade. The grenade was just a
few feet from a few of his injured com-
rades.
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It was in that moment, PFC
Langhorn was so selfless, he chose a
courageous act that President Lincoln
once referred to as ‘‘the last full meas-
ure of devotion.” It was an act for his
brothers, his fellow soldiers, and his
country. In that moment, he
“unhesitatingly threw himself on the
grenade, scooped it beneath his body
and absorbed the blast,” according to
the Medal of Honor Citation and the
firsthand accounts of his fellow sol-
diers he saved.

For his extraordinary act of bravery,
PFC Langhorn received a series of
awards, including the highest, most
prestigious personal military declara-
tion, the Medal of Honor. Most re-
cently, the Riverhead Post Office was
named in his honor. There is no doubt
PFC Langhorn has earned these com-
mendations, but they mean little if we
forget to look beyond the declarations
and forever remember and honor the
actions of the 20-year-old man who
earned them.

In saving his fellow soldiers, PFC
Langhorn’s life was extinguished too
soon, but as President Lincoln contin-
ued, ‘“‘we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain.”

Today, we must challenge ourselves
as Americans to pick up that torch, to
embody the bravery, selflessness, and
commitment to our great country.
There is no memorial, no medal, and no
post office that can bring back PFC
Langhorn, but he can live eternally in
all of us, in our actions and in our
hearts.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCGOVERN). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I want to
read part of a letter from Charles from
Vermont:

I am a Marine Corps veteran and have
spent the last 15 years guarding the national
borders as a CPB officer. The government
shutdown is unacceptable. January in
Vermont is pretty cold. As a furloughed gov-
ernment worker, I have to choose whether to
pay for fuel oil to heat my home or to make
child support payments to support my ex-
wife and my children. And without work and
without pay, I am unable to do that.

He is one of 1,300 Vermont employees
of the Federal Government who is
working without pay. These include 900
employees at the Department of Home-
land Security, 300 employees at the De-
partment of Agriculture, and 100 em-
ployees of the Interior Department.

Mr. Speaker, this Sunday, I went to
the shift change at the Burlington
International Airport and met with our
TSA personnel. They asked me a ques-
tion. They had missed a paycheck.
They had been showing up for work
every single day. They had been doing,
in their professional and cheerful way,
processing all of us through security,
keeping us safe, and they are very
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proud of their work. But they asked me
a question that I couldn’t answer: Do
you know of any other situation where
an employer can require a person to
work even when the employer has told
that employee you are not getting
paid?

That is what is happening. That hap-
pens nowhere. Where in your experi-
ence can an employer, whatever kind,
tell the worker to show up, but we are
not going to pay you?

That is what is going on, and it is
having a ripple effect throughout our
economy. It is the Federal workers, but
it is also everyday citizens who depend
on routine functioning of government
in order to meet their obligations.

Let me read a letter from Karle, a
small business owner from the North-
east Kingdom. He talks about how this
government shutdown has affected his
business.

As the owner of Kingdom Construction, we
employ nearly 30 full-time, year-round con-
struction workers.

They were recently awarded a $2 mil-
lion construction contract, but they
can’t get the permits signed because
the permit signers are on furlough.
Those folks are not going to work.
That is real and unacceptable and inev-
itable when we have this government
shutdown.

Now, every one of us has these sto-
ries, whether it is somebody who has a
microbrewery and can’t get the FDA
inspection, it is that construction com-
pany where they can’t get the sign-off
on the permit, or it is a closing that
can’t occur because the paperwork
won’t be signed. This is going on, cost-
ing our economy about a billion dollars
a week, and it is all because we are
having this dispute that is quite resolv-
able.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the issue of border
security is incredibly important and we
all know that, but at the eleventh
hour, because we have a dispute about
one element of it, is that a reason to
shut down the government, when not
only does it do collateral damage to
lots of innocent people, but it makes it
more difficult for us to resolve the un-
derlying issue about border security?

Mr. Speaker, my suggestion is it is
time for us to have a cooling-off period.
Turn the lights back on in government.
We can have a temporary, short-term
extension of the Homeland Security
bill, get people paid, and then convene
all of the relevant parties to have a ne-
gotiation about border security and
about all of our immigration policies,
including the Dreamers, including un-
documented workers, and including the
challenge we have about legal immi-
gration and having people who can
come here vetted to our country and
contribute to our economy.

There is a price that is paid by indi-
vidual workers not getting a paycheck;
there is a price that is paid by individ-
uals who are not getting the func-
tioning of government; but there is
also a price that we are paying in the
trust that is required to sustain a de-
mocracy.
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We have to make off-limits the tactic
of shutting down government in order
to get your way. Our democracy de-
pends on mutual trust; it depends on
accepting certain norms that, as vig-
orous as we will be in advocating our
point of view, we will not cause collat-
eral damage to others to get our way.

———————

RECOGNIZING CORPORAL KEVIN
McCLOSKEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
this weekend, I was proud to stand
with our community and join Homes
For Our Troops as a new house for an
American hero was unveiled. On Satur-
day morning, Kevin McCloskey and his
wife, Bridget, received the Kkeys to
their new home in Upper South Hamp-
ton in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

On June 8, 2008, Corporal McCloskey
was severely injured in Afghanistan
after his vehicle struck an IED. He suf-
fered critical injuries to both his legs
and vision in his right eye, and he suf-
fered severe burns and traumatic brain
injury.

While Kevin has made significant
progress in his recovery, everyday ac-
tivities can still be challenging. The
McCloskeys’ new home is retrofitted to
make these tasks easier and more ac-
cessible for Kevin and Bridget.

Mr. Speaker, Kevin is a true patriot
and an American hero. We thank him
for his service, and we wish him and
Bridget all the best in their new home.
We are so proud to have them join our
Bucks County family.

I would also like to thank Homes For
Our Troops and their entire board for
honoring those who sacrifice for our
freedom.

RECOGNIZING PINEVILLE TAVERN

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a small business
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, that
has gone out of their way to help Fed-
eral employees who are not being paid
due to this prolonged government shut-
down.

For the duration of the government
shutdown, Pineville Tavern has offered
furloughed workers and their imme-
diate family their popular pickle-
brined chicken at no cost. At this time
of so much unneeded uncertainty for
our Federal workers, the charity of
Pineville Tavern is deeply appreciated
by our community.

Pineville Tavern chef Drew Abruzzese
says it best when he calls the current
impasse ‘‘a political game of chicken.”

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues
to put aside our differences, fund our
government, and get our Federal em-
ployees back to work.

I am grateful for Drew’s generosity
and leadership, along with his father
and the owner of Pineville Tavern, An-
drew Abruzzese. Their dedication to
our community is deeply appreciated.
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