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It was in that moment, PFC 
Langhorn was so selfless, he chose a 
courageous act that President Lincoln 
once referred to as ‘‘the last full meas-
ure of devotion.’’ It was an act for his 
brothers, his fellow soldiers, and his 
country. In that moment, he 
‘‘unhesitatingly threw himself on the 
grenade, scooped it beneath his body 
and absorbed the blast,’’ according to 
the Medal of Honor Citation and the 
firsthand accounts of his fellow sol-
diers he saved. 

For his extraordinary act of bravery, 
PFC Langhorn received a series of 
awards, including the highest, most 
prestigious personal military declara-
tion, the Medal of Honor. Most re-
cently, the Riverhead Post Office was 
named in his honor. There is no doubt 
PFC Langhorn has earned these com-
mendations, but they mean little if we 
forget to look beyond the declarations 
and forever remember and honor the 
actions of the 20-year-old man who 
earned them. 

In saving his fellow soldiers, PFC 
Langhorn’s life was extinguished too 
soon, but as President Lincoln contin-
ued, ‘‘we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain.’’ 

Today, we must challenge ourselves 
as Americans to pick up that torch, to 
embody the bravery, selflessness, and 
commitment to our great country. 
There is no memorial, no medal, and no 
post office that can bring back PFC 
Langhorn, but he can live eternally in 
all of us, in our actions and in our 
hearts. 
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCGOVERN). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
read part of a letter from Charles from 
Vermont: 

I am a Marine Corps veteran and have 
spent the last 15 years guarding the national 
borders as a CPB officer. The government 
shutdown is unacceptable. January in 
Vermont is pretty cold. As a furloughed gov-
ernment worker, I have to choose whether to 
pay for fuel oil to heat my home or to make 
child support payments to support my ex- 
wife and my children. And without work and 
without pay, I am unable to do that. 

He is one of 1,300 Vermont employees 
of the Federal Government who is 
working without pay. These include 900 
employees at the Department of Home-
land Security, 300 employees at the De-
partment of Agriculture, and 100 em-
ployees of the Interior Department. 

Mr. Speaker, this Sunday, I went to 
the shift change at the Burlington 
International Airport and met with our 
TSA personnel. They asked me a ques-
tion. They had missed a paycheck. 
They had been showing up for work 
every single day. They had been doing, 
in their professional and cheerful way, 
processing all of us through security, 
keeping us safe, and they are very 

proud of their work. But they asked me 
a question that I couldn’t answer: Do 
you know of any other situation where 
an employer can require a person to 
work even when the employer has told 
that employee you are not getting 
paid? 

That is what is happening. That hap-
pens nowhere. Where in your experi-
ence can an employer, whatever kind, 
tell the worker to show up, but we are 
not going to pay you? 

That is what is going on, and it is 
having a ripple effect throughout our 
economy. It is the Federal workers, but 
it is also everyday citizens who depend 
on routine functioning of government 
in order to meet their obligations. 

Let me read a letter from Karle, a 
small business owner from the North-
east Kingdom. He talks about how this 
government shutdown has affected his 
business. 

As the owner of Kingdom Construction, we 
employ nearly 30 full-time, year-round con-
struction workers. 

They were recently awarded a $2 mil-
lion construction contract, but they 
can’t get the permits signed because 
the permit signers are on furlough. 
Those folks are not going to work. 
That is real and unacceptable and inev-
itable when we have this government 
shutdown. 

Now, every one of us has these sto-
ries, whether it is somebody who has a 
microbrewery and can’t get the FDA 
inspection, it is that construction com-
pany where they can’t get the sign-off 
on the permit, or it is a closing that 
can’t occur because the paperwork 
won’t be signed. This is going on, cost-
ing our economy about a billion dollars 
a week, and it is all because we are 
having this dispute that is quite resolv-
able. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the issue of border 
security is incredibly important and we 
all know that, but at the eleventh 
hour, because we have a dispute about 
one element of it, is that a reason to 
shut down the government, when not 
only does it do collateral damage to 
lots of innocent people, but it makes it 
more difficult for us to resolve the un-
derlying issue about border security? 

Mr. Speaker, my suggestion is it is 
time for us to have a cooling-off period. 
Turn the lights back on in government. 
We can have a temporary, short-term 
extension of the Homeland Security 
bill, get people paid, and then convene 
all of the relevant parties to have a ne-
gotiation about border security and 
about all of our immigration policies, 
including the Dreamers, including un-
documented workers, and including the 
challenge we have about legal immi-
gration and having people who can 
come here vetted to our country and 
contribute to our economy. 

There is a price that is paid by indi-
vidual workers not getting a paycheck; 
there is a price that is paid by individ-
uals who are not getting the func-
tioning of government; but there is 
also a price that we are paying in the 
trust that is required to sustain a de-
mocracy. 

We have to make off-limits the tactic 
of shutting down government in order 
to get your way. Our democracy de-
pends on mutual trust; it depends on 
accepting certain norms that, as vig-
orous as we will be in advocating our 
point of view, we will not cause collat-
eral damage to others to get our way. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CORPORAL KEVIN 
MCCLOSKEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
this weekend, I was proud to stand 
with our community and join Homes 
For Our Troops as a new house for an 
American hero was unveiled. On Satur-
day morning, Kevin McCloskey and his 
wife, Bridget, received the keys to 
their new home in Upper South Hamp-
ton in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 

On June 8, 2008, Corporal McCloskey 
was severely injured in Afghanistan 
after his vehicle struck an IED. He suf-
fered critical injuries to both his legs 
and vision in his right eye, and he suf-
fered severe burns and traumatic brain 
injury. 

While Kevin has made significant 
progress in his recovery, everyday ac-
tivities can still be challenging. The 
McCloskeys’ new home is retrofitted to 
make these tasks easier and more ac-
cessible for Kevin and Bridget. 

Mr. Speaker, Kevin is a true patriot 
and an American hero. We thank him 
for his service, and we wish him and 
Bridget all the best in their new home. 
We are so proud to have them join our 
Bucks County family. 

I would also like to thank Homes For 
Our Troops and their entire board for 
honoring those who sacrifice for our 
freedom. 

RECOGNIZING PINEVILLE TAVERN 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a small business 
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, that 
has gone out of their way to help Fed-
eral employees who are not being paid 
due to this prolonged government shut-
down. 

For the duration of the government 
shutdown, Pineville Tavern has offered 
furloughed workers and their imme-
diate family their popular pickle- 
brined chicken at no cost. At this time 
of so much unneeded uncertainty for 
our Federal workers, the charity of 
Pineville Tavern is deeply appreciated 
by our community. 

Pineville Tavern chef Drew Abruzzese 
says it best when he calls the current 
impasse ‘‘a political game of chicken.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues 
to put aside our differences, fund our 
government, and get our Federal em-
ployees back to work. 

I am grateful for Drew’s generosity 
and leadership, along with his father 
and the owner of Pineville Tavern, An-
drew Abruzzese. Their dedication to 
our community is deeply appreciated. 
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