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including my former colleagues from 
the Texas Senate. This administration 
is seeking any funds or any means to 
go around Congress to build his wall. 

Congress is a coequal branch of gov-
ernment, Madam Speaker, with a duty 
to appropriate funds for Hurricane Har-
vey. Any action to delay or divert 
those funds puts lives at risk and po-
tentially displaces people from their 
homes, many in my own district in 
Houston. 

We must do more to mitigate the 
damages caused by flooding. Diverting 
disaster funds to pay for a wall will not 
accomplish that goal. 

I am proud of the bipartisan opposi-
tion to this effort, and I hope that we 
can work together in that same spirit 
to end this Trump shutdown. 

f 

OPEN OUR GOVERNMENT 

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Madam Speaker, 
day 25. There is no reason for President 
Trump to keep the government shut 
down over his demands for an ineffec-
tive border wall. 

On day one, the Democrats passed 
legislation to reopen our government. 
Today, we are taking further action, 
bringing forward a continuing resolu-
tion to fund the government through 
February 1, giving the President and 
the Senate GOP yet another oppor-
tunity to end the shutdown, while al-
lowing time for us to do our work and 
negotiate. 

President Trump should stop holding 
the health, the safety, and the pay-
checks of the American people hostage. 

We need border security, and Demo-
crats stand strong on that issue, but we 
will not waste taxpayers’ dollars. We 
will not waste billions of taxpayer dol-
lars on an ineffective wall. 

Mr. President, Congress, open our 
government. 

f 

b 1600 

END THE SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, I 
think I just heard that we are in the 
25th day of the shutdown. I see some of 
my good Republican friends over there, 
and perhaps we ought to engage in a 
debate about the wisdom of this shut-
down. 

Can anybody find any good reason for 
the shutdown? 

Mr. MEADOWS. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. GARAMENDI. At the moment, 
Mr. MEADOWS, perhaps I would yield 
and you can give me a 30-second expla-
nation of why the shutdown makes 
sense, but let’s talk about the shut-
down. 

Let’s talk about the reality that the 
President proposed in his budget for 
2019 that we should spend somewhere 
around $1.6 billion for border security, 
not specifying walls or all of it, but 
just border security. 

We, of course, do what we always do. 
We took that, and we put it through 
the ringer. We came out with $1.6 bil-
lion for border security, including some 
wall in there. 

But we didn’t finish the task, so we 
did a continuing resolution last Sep-
tember and kicked the ball down the 
road, which is what we really do best, 
boom, boom, boom, bounce down the 
road until right after Thanksgiving. 

Then we hadn’t quite completed it, so 
in a day when none of us were here, by 
unanimous consent, again, we kicked 
the ball down the road until December 
11. 

Then the Senate sent over a piece of 
legislation that was unanimously 
passed in the Senate by voice vote, and 
it wound up over here the next day. 
Sometime between that evening when 
it passed the Senate and it wound up 
over here, the President decided that 
he needed $5 billion for a border wall. 

Now, perhaps there was a discussion 
of appropriations sometime during that 
process. I don’t know. But in any case, 
it was in none of the bills. Suddenly, 
we had a $5 billion addition to border 
security. All of that happened over-
night. 

At the same time, the President calls 
into his Oval Office the leadership, and 
he says that he will shut down the gov-
ernment, and he will take the mantle 
of the shutdown. 

So, my good friends from the Repub-
lican side of this aisle, here we are on 
day 25. 

A lot of things are going on out 
there. There is not much going on 
around here, unfortunately. But what 
is going on out there? 

I got a phone call from a mayor of 
one of the small cities that I represent 
down in the agricultural part north of 
Sacramento. He said: Can you help us? 
One of the veterans in my district, a 
World War II veteran, is in hospice, 
and, over the years, he lost his Purple 
Heart for injuries that he suffered in 
World War II. We would like to get that 
back for him before he dies, but we 
can’t. We can’t help him. 

We can’t get that Purple Heart back 
before this veteran dies because the 
National Archives is shut down. Nor-
mally, we could. We would make our 
request, and we would go to the Na-
tional Archives. Somehow we would 
find the record, and we would get a re-
placement Purple Heart. We can’t do 
that now. The National Archives is 
shut down. 

Another one of my constituents 
wants to start a new business in one of 
the towns that I represent west of Sac-
ramento. It is a little restaurant coffee 
shop. He needs an SBA loan. He worked 
it all through the bank. The bank is 
ready to make the loan. The papers 
can’t be signed. SBA is shut down. 

How long can he hang on? How long 
will that escrow remain open before 
this deal tanks? Well, it is 25 days thus 
far. Apparently, the deal is still in 
place. But businesses all across this 
Nation are not moving forward. 

Recent estimates show that two- 
tenths of a percent of the economic 
growth of this Nation in this 25-day 
shutdown has been removed from this 
economy. We are looking somewhere 
just north of 21⁄2, 3 percent, in that 
range, but two-tenths of that is now 
gone as a result of this shutdown. 

Let us remind ourselves: This is en-
tirely the making of the President who 
parachuted—no, bombed into our nego-
tiation process here, $5 billion in the 12 
hours between the passage of a com-
promised, unanimous vote by the Sen-
ate to keep government going and the 
arrival and the vote on that bill here 
on this floor. 

Madam Speaker, I will also state 
that our Republican colleagues accom-
modated the President and put the $5 
billion into the legislation and sent it 
back to the Senate, and there it sat, 
sine die. That legislation is gone. 

However, we want to open govern-
ment. We think it is really important 
that those veterans across this Nation 
who want to get their records are able 
to do so, and those men and women 
who want to start a small business are 
able to get their Small Business Ad-
ministration loans approved. 

How about Foreign Service officers? 
Oh, yes, the State Department isn’t 
funded. Foreign Service officers are not 
able to get the training that they need. 
They go through a whole course before 
they are sent off to some part of the 
world—language, culture courses. None 
of that is happening, to say nothing of 
the fact that about a third of the ap-
pointments in the State Department 
have never been filled to begin with. 

Department of the Interior? Some of 
us stuck around here over the weekend. 
Normally, we would go down to the 
Smithsonian and take a look, or the 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture, or maybe the Na-
tional Museum of American History. 
Maybe we would go watch one of the 
presentations that are made at the na-
tional parks. No, that doesn’t happen 
either. Woe on us here in Washington, 
but all across this Nation, the national 
parks are shut down. 

Fish and wildlife, now, we have a real 
problem here. The fish and wildlife ref-
uges in California are shut down, and 
we are approaching the end of duck 
season. Oh, my goodness. You mean we 
can’t go duck hunting, as we might 
want to do, at the fish and wildlife ref-
uges? That is right. You are not going 
to go duck hunting at the fish and 
wildlife refuges, as you have normally 
done, even though you put your bid in 
and you had January 15 for your date 
to hunt ducks at the refuge. Nope, 
can’t do that. 

Transportation, the Department of 
Transportation is shut down. 

You tell me it is a small portion of 
the Federal Government. Well, it is a 
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