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When you think about people show-
ing up at the emergency room and hos-
pitals, and the government and tax-
payers having to cover the bill, 25 per-
cent of the illegal immigrant families
are one of the main sources of that
problem.

Last year, in my home county, Horry
County, South Carolina—now, Horry
County is a long way from the southern
border, over 1,600 miles. But there was
a claim brought against the school sys-
tem in Horry County, South Carolina,
by the U.S. Department of Justice. It
seems that the Department determined
that Horry County wasn’t doing
enough to accommodate students who
couldn’t speak English.

Well, you wouldn’t think that would
be that much of a problem in South
Carolina, being that we are such a long
way from the southern border. As it
turns out, 5,511 out of 44,700 students in
Horry County were English as a second
language. That is 13 percent of the stu-
dent body in Horry County, South
Carolina. So the school board agreed to
settle that claim by paying $600,000
more to provide more accommodation
for those students who couldn’t speak
English.

Let’s get off of illegal immigration
and talk about one of the other great
scourges that Americans endure as a
result of our failure to secure our
southern border.

In 2017, 72,000 Americans died from
drug overdoses. That is up 100 percent
in a decade. For most diseases and
sicknesses, the cures are getting better
and deaths are leveling off. It is the op-
posite for the drug scourge.

That 72,000 Americans who died in
2017—think about this, guys; listen to
this—is more than traffic deaths,
which was 37,000, and homicides at
17,000, combined. Traffic deaths and
homicides killed 54,000 Americans in
2017. Drug overdoses Kkilled 72,000 peo-
ple. It is exploding.

Last year, there was a 38 percent in-
crease in meth, 22 percent increase in
heroin, and 73 percent increase in
fentanyl seized at our southern border,
and that is only what we seized. If that
is not a crisis, I don’t know what a cri-
sis is.

The DEA reports that 300 Americans
die every week from heroin, 90 percent
of which comes across our southern
border. Madam Speaker, 95 percent of
the cocaine comes across our southern
border, and much of the fentanyl comes
across our southern border.

The opioid epidemic is ravaging com-
munities across the country, including
my home State and district. In the
past 3 years, 2014 to 2017, the number of
opioid-involved overdose deaths in
South Carolina increased by 47 per-
cent—47 percent—from 508 to 748.

In 2017, 134 opioid deaths were in my
little congressional district that I rep-
resent, the Seventh District of South
Carolina. I asked Sheriff Thompson in
Horry County, and I asked Sheriff
Boone in Florence County, where these
drugs are coming from. They looked at
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me and said 80-plus percent comes from
the southern border. That mirrors the
reports from the DEA.

As the President has stated, the sta-
tus quo response to the crisis at our
southern border is no longer effective.

NANCY PELOSI said a wall as a part of
the President’s border security plan is
amoral. I don’t think so. But 72,000
Americans dead last year, I know that
is amoral. 750 South Carolinians dead
last year primarily from drugs coming
across the southern border that we
refuse to control, I know that is amor-
al. 132 residents of my district dead
last year primarily from drugs coming
across our southern border, I Kknow
that is amoral.

The scourge of drugs caused by our
failure to control our southern border
doesn’t just affect us. It affects our
southern neighbors as well.

Did you know there were more than
30,000 murders in Mexico last year?
That is almost twice as many murders
as we had, and they have a third of our
population, so their murder rate is six
times ours. Why is that?

Well, large portions of Mexico are
controlled by drug cartels. You see, our
failure to control our southern border
has given these people unimaginable
power and wealth. They outrank the
government in more than half of Mex-
ico, and they will fight to protect that
power and that wealth.

Madam Speaker, 30,000 murders, six
times the rate of murder in the United
States, and it is largely our fault, be-
cause we haven’t controlled our south-
ern border. When a gang comes knock-
ing on your door in Mexico or Guate-
mala and says they are going to take
your son and he is going to be a part of
their cartel, when they come and say,
hey, your daughter is looking good,
and they are going to grab her and sell
her into human trafficking, what are
you going to do? Are you going to sit
there and take it?

I can tell you what a lot of them are
doing. They are picking up everything
they have, and where are they heading?
They are heading to the southern bor-
der of the United States.

So the refugee crisis—think about
this—because we have failed to control
our southern border, because we have
enriched and emboldened these drug
cartels and drug lords, and we have al-
lowed them to take over governing
large parts of Central and South Amer-
ica, we have created the very refugee
crisis that is creating a crisis at our
southern border right now, because we
have failed to control the flow of drugs.
We have failed to stop these criminal
organizations.

The Democrats claim they are for
border security, but they refuse to take
any action or even participate in good-
faith negotiations. Just last week,
NANcY PELOSI offered $1 toward addi-
tional border security. Hillary Clinton,
CHUCK SCHUMER, and Barack Obama,
when they were Senators, all voted in
favor of funding a border wall in 2006.
Why are they against it now?
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I will tell you why. It is their hatred
for President Trump stopping them
from doing what is best for their con-
stituents. They see this as a political
game, and they want to win, no matter
what the cost.

Let me tell you what the cost was
last year: 72,000 dead Americans, 750 in
South Carolina, 130 in my district, and
I promise you there were at least that
many in NANCY PELOSI’s district.

Democrats try to make this argu-
ment solely about a wall. President
Trump has repeatedly said we do not
need a wall for the entire length of the
2,000-mile border, but physical barriers
in selected areas are both effective and
necessary.

The Yuma border sector had the
highest number of illegal crossings in
the country before a barrier was built,
resulting in a 95 percent decrease in ap-
prehensions and a 91 percent decrease
in crime. San Diego, once ground zero
for illegal immigration, has seen a 92
percent decrease in apprehensions
since the fence was constructed.

The $5.7 billion passed by the House
Republicans in December would have
enhanced border security, not just a
wall. Any meaningful plan to deal with
illegal immigration must also require
employers to verify the employment
status of workers they hire and penal-
ize employers if they break the rules.

This system is called E-Verify, and it
is already in place. It is managed by
the Federal Government, but, amaz-
ingly, employers are not required to
participate. So in addition to border se-
curity, we have to have E-Verify.

It is time to stop the politics and se-
cure our border.

Democrats are terribly worried about
who gets blamed for the shutdown.
Frankly, I don’t care who gets the
blame. This is a fight, and it is a fight
to keep drugs off our streets and out of
the hands of our children. It is a fight
to keep our communities safe. It is a
fight for higher wages for hardworking
Americans, for more jobs, and for our
economy. And, friends, it is a fight
worth having.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. RASKIN: Committee on Rules. H. Res.
43. A resolution providing for consideration
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