January 16, 2019

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E51

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF STEPHEN P.
MARKO, PAST GRAND KNIGHT
OF KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 302

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2019

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Stephen P. Marko, who
will be honored by the Knights of Columbus
Council 302 during their 121st Anniversary
celebration on Saturday, January 26, 2019.
Stephen is the immediate past Grand Knight
of Wilkes-Barre Council 302.

Stephen was born on February 25, 1971 to
the late Stephen J. Marko and the former Jo-
anne Dezinski. He is a graduate of James M.
Coughlin High School Class of 1989. He con-
tinued his education at Luzerne County Com-
munity College, where he studied Electronics
and Laser Electro Optics Technology. Stephen
is a veteran of the United States Army Re-
serve and was deployed with the 365th Engi-
neering Company C during Operation Desert
Storm in 1991. He is currently employed at
Tobyhanna Army Depot as an Electronics Me-
chanic.

Stephen joined Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 302 in 2012. He served as Warden and
Deputy Grand Knight of the Council and was
elected to the role of Grand Knight in 2016.
Following his two-year tenure as Grand
Knight, he now serves as the treasurer for the
council. He is also a member and Pilot of the
Bishop Hafey 4th Degree Assembly.

Stephen married the former Jacqueline
Cromack of Wilkes-Barre on November 25,
2000. They are active members of Exaltation
of the Holy Cross Church in Hanover Town-
ship. They are step-parent and parent, respec-
tively, to four children: Abigail, Alison, Kerry
Anne, and Richard.

It is an honor to celebrate Stephen as he is
recognized as Past Grand Knight. May he
continue to serve the Knights of Columbus
and his community with commitment and dedi-
cation.

——————

HONORING THE LONGVIEW HIGH
SCHOOL LOBOS, 2018 CLASS 6A
DIVISION II TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 16, 2019

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, it may
have taken eighty-one years, but the
doggedness and passion that fueled the city of
Longview, Texas, to harness the great oil
boom and a state championship title in 1937
has once again proven undauntable—resulting
in the Longview High School Lobos capturing
the top rung in Texas high school athletics to

become the 2018 Class 6A Division Il Texas
State High School Football Champions.

As the Lobos’ fight song attests, the team
was determined to “circle in and hit them
hard” when facing the tangle with the Beau-
mont West Brook Bruins, culminating in a
thrilling 35-34 victory for the Wolf Pack in
front of a spectacular throng numbering more
than 48,000 strong, a big majority of which
were apparently loyal Lobos fans.

The down-to-the-wire fight was the culmina-
tion of a perfect 16-0 season for the Lobos,
and was even more gratifying since the Lobos
had faced West Brook in the playoffs for three
straight years. This was the first opportunity,
however, for the two teams to grapple for the
state trophy.

This represented the first top tier title oppor-
tunity for the Lobos after decades of near
misses and close calls, providing passionate
fans a long season to bask in the momentum
and a history making trip to capture state wide
bragging rights.

Though the Lobos were down at halftime 28
to 20, they certainly were not out because of
their heart, their talent, their coaching and
their community support. This was a Longview
team that simply refused to stay down, and re-
fused to lose.

And the Lobos earned those bragging rights
in spectacular fashion, coming from behind in
the closing minutes of the fourth quarter to se-
cure a fantastic win. Trailing Beaumont West
Brook 34-29 with 8:17 left in the 4th quarter,
Quarterback Haynes King’s outstanding pass-
ing pushed the Lobos offense to West Brook’s
red zone. Stalwart running back Jessie Ander-
son then punched through to the end zone,
giving the Lobos a 35-34 lead with 4:42 left in
the game. The Lobos were ahead by one, but
played the odds and went for two points in
case West Brook tried a field goal. Though the
extra two-point conversion was unsuccessful,
the two were unneeded because of the way
the Lobo defense, yet again, rose to the occa-
sion and crushed the Bruins’ comeback at-
tempt along with their hopes for victory.

No question Beaumont West Brook de-
served to be in the State Championship, had
an absolutely fabulous team, and played a
stellar game. But the Longview Lobos proved
they had everything a fan could want in an un-
beatable football team. They made Longview,
Gregg County, and all East Texas swell with

ride.

P The game’s Offensive Most Valuable Player
was Lobo quarterback Haynes King who was
16-of-27 for 423 passing yards. He connected
on two touchdown passes and rushed for a
touchdown as part of his 65 rushing yards.

Kamden Perry secured a Class 6A state
championship game record of 8 catches for
218 yards including a 77-yard touchdown
catch. Perry’s amazing reception record was
joined by Kaden Kearbey’s great catches that
added another 87 yards, which included a
touchdown on a 40-yard catch.

Kyas Moore, who also has another year to
play with the Lobos, caught a breathtaking
pass that took Longview 54 yards down the
field on their 4th quarter go-ahead drive.

Though Jessie Anderson’s total rushing
yards was not his high this year, he showed
once again how incredibly valuable he is to
this championship team. His two touchdowns
on two punishing runs showed him to be a
weapon that is anything but secret. In fact, his
second touchdown was the final and go-ahead
score of the game.

The Lobo defense showed the huge crowd
at Cowboy Stadium in Arlington that both
sides of the ball deserved to be State
Champs. Tyshawn Taylor made 11 brutal
tackles, including pairing with a crashing hit by
Ja’Vontae Writt, creating a final Bruin drive-
stop because of its recovery by Micheal Martin
with 1:02 left in the game.

The Defensive Most Valuable Player was
Jephaniah Lister with a team-high 12 tackles.
Yet another defensive standout was Isiah
Rodgers who had 10 tackles and one broken
up pass. Of course the play of Robert Pierce
and Jaylon Allen have to be mentioned as
they both participated in an important sack.

As many college and pro teams have
learned, a team must have a good kicker to
be of championship caliber which is exactly
what the Lobos have in J.K. Martin, who
kicked a fourth quarter 28-yard field goal, and
four times prevented any runback at all with
touchbacks in the end zone. He also showed
college quality in averaging 44 yards on his
two punts.

Proving who had the better offense not only
with the score, Longview had 569 yards of
total offense compared to 493 by West Brook.

After the Lobo go-ahead score in the 4th
quarter, West Brook Bruins took the Lobo kick
off and began their drive to try to retake the
lead. But that is when the crushing blow cre-
ated the fumble Martin recovered. Even then
the game was not on ice until a first down was
made by a long run by Keilyn Williams to cre-
ate a first and goal with only 2:08 to play, but
Longview showed its grace in victory by taking
a knee until the clock ran out and the Lobos’
stellar win was secure.

It is an esteemed honor to pay tribute to the
members of the 2018 state championship
Longview Lobos team: Otarvio Buchanan,
Jephaniah Lister, Kybrien Jackson-damerson,
Ja'vontae Writt, Ty'monyahe Abney, Jessie
Anderson, Cedric Hopkins, Dylan Davis, Jacob
Johnson, Daquavion Randall, Jy’christon Bax-
ter, Haynes King, Marqualon Haynes, Kamden
Perry, Jayden Williams, Jecoby Jackson, Jor-
dan Malone, Spiro Mijalis, Da’kiemion
Mumphrey, Datravious Nelson, Micheal Martin,
Markevion Haynes, J.K. Martin, Tyree Hale,
Kameron Sublett, Keith Halton, Dalton Serrato,
Kaden Kearbey, Jacobie Bowman, Keilyn Wil-
liams, Patrick Webb, Cameron Wilson, Jakobe
Ross, Isiah Rodgers, Jaharious Jones, Jamien
Horne, Dezmond Armstrong, Reginald Hutch-
ins, De’leon Jones, Tainique Taylor, Aisaiah
Taylor, Charlie Templeton, Shannon Jackson,
Kevin Jones, Robert Vinson, Tyshawn Taylor,
De’cameron Thomas, Kaden Meredith,
Jacorey  Valentine, Lavayvian Godlock,
Davyon Mitchell, Laqualon Hale, Asiyas Hall,
Alex Zulueta, Hunter Jones, Coy Sanders,
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