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Many of the workers who are not 

showing up to work are directly pro-
viding critical services to our residents 
back home. It is important for us to 
see beyond, obviously, the numbers of 
800,000 workers. What were they doing? 
How were they providing for the Amer-
ican people? How were they serving our 
Nation? 

We to continue to be very focused on 
the fact that this is a huge crisis that 
needs to be addressed, and we need the 
leadership of the Senate to rise and to 
support the bills, the same ones we 
sent to them before our January swear-
ing in. They supported it then. I have 
no idea why they haven’t been able to 
pass again the same exact bills they 
supported before we became the leaders 
in the majority in the House. 

Madam Speaker, I, again, urge all of 
the Americans who are directly im-
pacted by the shutdown to please reach 
out to us. Seek out help. 

As the gentlewoman from California 
said, we are here to serve you. We are 
here to help you in any way that we 
can. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, today is 
day 26 of the Trump Shutdown. Federal work-
ers missed their first paycheck last Friday, and 
still there is no end in sight to this cruel and 
senseless shutdown. It is truly shameful that 
President Trump and Congressional Repub-
licans are so desperate to secure taxpayer 
funding for an irrational border wall that they’re 
willing to harm hardworking Americans and 
jeopardize national security by shutting down 
the federal government. 

This outrageous shutdown has furloughed 
400,000 federal workers, and it’s forcing an-
other 400,000 federal workers to work without 
pay. Among those working without pay are 
53,000 Transportation Security Administration 
employees, more than 24,000 air traffic con-
trollers and other Federal Aviation Administra-
tion employees, 54,000 Customs and Border 
Protection agents and customs officers, 
42,000 service members in the United States 
Coast Guard, 17,000 Bureau of Prisons cor-
rectional officers, 14,000 FBI agents, and 
6,000 Forest Service firefighters. 

These dedicated public servants go to work 
every day for the American people. These 
hardworking people keep us safe. They should 
not have to worry about how they will keep a 
roof over their heads and feed their families. 

My congressional district is home to Los An-
geles/International Airport (LAX), the sixth 
busiest airport in the world and the third busi-
est in the United States. In 2017, more than 
84 million passengers used LAX. All of these 
passengers depend upon the TSA’s airport se-
curity screeners and the FAA’s air traffic con-
trollers to get them to their destinations safely. 

The Trump shutdown doesn’t just affect 
government employees. An economic study in 
2011 reported that operations at LAX gen-
erated 294,400 jobs in Los Angeles County 
with labor income of $13.6 billion and eco-
nomic output of more than $39.7 billion. The 
economic vitality of Los Angeles County de-
pends upon the safety and security of LAX 
and the TSA and FAA employees who work 
there. 

TSA employees are dedicated public serv-
ants who risk their lives every day to keep our 

nation’s airports and travelers safe. On No-
vember 1, 2013, a Transportation Security Of-
ficer named Gerardo Hernandez was tragically 
killed in the line of duty during an active shoot-
er incident at LAX. He was the first TSA em-
ployee to be killed in the line of duty, and my 
colleagues and I passed the bipartisan 
Gerardo Hernandez Airport Security Act of 
2015 in his honor. Our President has forgotten 
the critical role these American patriots serve 
in our national security. 

Today, at LAX and airports throughout the 
country, Transportation Security Officers like 
Gerardo Hernandez are working without pay. 

The Trump Shutdown is endangering public 
safety, national security, and the livelihoods of 
the people whose job it is to protect us. 

Democrats want to end this shutdown now. 
On Day One, the new Democratic House of 
Representatives passed Senate Republican 
legislation to end the Trump Shutdown and re- 
open government. Despite the Republicans’ 
relentless obstruction, Democrats have contin-
ued to take further action to re-open govern-
ment, passing individual Senate Republican 
appropriations bills to re-open all government 
agencies. 

American families and workers should not 
be punished because of a policy disagreement 
in Washington, D.C. Donald Trump should 
stop holding the safety, security, and pay-
checks of workers in my district, and through-
out the country, hostage. He must re-open the 
government immediately. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Lasky, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with 
amendments in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 251. An act to extend by two years the 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards 
Program of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, and for other purposes. 

f 

BORDER WALL IS NOT ANTI- 
IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
know we have had a lot of people talk-
ing today on the issue of the shutdown. 
I thought I would like to give a little 
different talk, or a little bit of expla-
nation, as far as what is going on here, 
to the American people. 

The first thing that offends me is 
when people imply that the position of 
the President is that he is anti-immi-
grant. Every year, in this country, we 
swear in 700,000 new people to become 
citizens of this country—700,000. On a 
per capita basis, that is, for example, 
twice what Germany swears in and 
over 50 times the number of people who 
become new Mexicans each year. 

We should not apologize for swearing 
in 700,000 new people, and President 

Trump has made no effort to reduce 
that amount. He is just saying people 
who want to come here illegally should 
get in line and be one of those 700,000. 

I also want to point out, in addition 
to that, we let in another million peo-
ple every year, primarily because they 
are relatives of other people who are 
already here. We let in over 180 million 
people for other reasons, including 
about 70 million people, every year, 
who want to work here. 

There is no reason why anybody 
should, under any circumstances, as 
President Trump let’s these things go 
on, say that he is anti-immigrant, or 
anybody who wants to build a wall is 
anti-immigrant, because that will not 
affect these very generous numbers. 

Now, let’s look where America is 
compared to historically. We, right 
now, have a higher percentage of peo-
ple born in other countries in America 
than any time since World War I, and 
those are people who we can confirm. It 
is very difficult to get accurate num-
bers on the people who are here ille-
gally, for obvious reasons. 

We have had an increase in the num-
ber of people who speak a foreign lan-
guage at home, and that is wonderful. 
I am sure all of our ancestors, or most 
of our ancestors, at one point spoke a 
foreign language. But it is nice if, over 
time, we accept enough immigrants 
that, at any given time, most of us are 
speaking a common language. 

The number of people who spoke a 
foreign language at home in 1980 was 
about 11 percent. It is now 21 percent. 

Again, these numbers have not 
caused Donald Trump to ask for a cut 
in legal immigration. The American 
people should realize Donald Trump 
and the people who want a wall are 
pro-immigration. 

But the next question is: Do we have 
a crisis? 

First of all, about 80 percent of the 
heroin in this country comes across 
our southern border. Now, some of it 
can be prevented by a wall, some can’t. 
But the huge number of people who are 
dying around the country, to me, 
makes this a crisis. 

We are getting more and more chil-
dren at the border. Why are we getting 
more children? Because, I think, the 
word is out, particularly in Central 
America, that if you come to America 
with children, you are going to be able 
to find a way to get in. We need a bor-
der wall, not only to prevent people 
from coming in, but to send the mes-
sage that America is treating its immi-
gration laws seriously. 

People who sneak across the border, 
who are, after all, breaking one law, 
while very few are horrible criminals, 
of course, are going to bring a given 
number of people who break the law. 
We believe, in the last 10 years, illegal 
immigrants coming across the border 
have, during their lifetime, been 
charged with over 1,000 homicides. We 
have enough high crime areas in Amer-
ica as it is without letting people come 
through here without being appro-
priately vetted. 
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