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community. Today, it is my distinct 
privilege to honor Indian Pass Raw Bar 
from Port St. Joe in Gulf County, FL, 
as the Senate Small Business of the 
Week. 

Indian Pass Raw Bar has deep histor-
ical ties to the Florida Panhandle 
along the coastline of the Gulf of Mex-
ico, tracing its roots to a commissary 
store founded in 1903, for workers in 
the then-booming turpentine industry. 
It is located in the same building as 
the original Indian Pass Trading Post 
that opened in 1929, where Mrs. Gypsy 
McNeil established her talent with her 
delicious seafood gumbo. 

In 1986, Hurricane Kate struck the 
Florida Panhandle and destroyed the 
Indian Pass Trading Post. The McNeil 
family showed resilience after the 
storm and recovered by converting the 
general store into an oyster bar, set-
ting the stage for business to sky-
rocket. 

Twenty-three miles from Apalachi-
cola, FL, Indian Pass Raw Bar serves 
the panhandle’s world-famous oysters 
and iconic seafood dishes, such as 
steamed shrimp and crab legs. Drinks 
are served on an honor system where 
customers keep their tabs to turn in at 
checkout, treating customers like 
trusted friends. It has become a re-
nowned location for Floridians and 
tourists alike to enjoy time with fam-
ily. Southern Living magazine once de-
scribed Indian Pass Raw Bar as ‘‘quite 
possibly the best seafood shack in ex-
istence.’’ It has also received praise 
from the Garden & Gun magazine as 
one of Florida’s ‘‘Hidden Hotspots.’’ In-
dian Pass Raw Bar’s success continued 
with the opening of a second location 
in June 2017, in downtown Port St. Joe, 
FL. 

In October 2018, category 5 Hurricane 
Michael devastated the Florida Pan-
handle, including Gulf County. The 
storm severely damaged Indian Pass 
Raw Bar, as high winds blew off the 
front door, forcefully removed the air- 
conditioning system, and threw its 
iconic street sign hundreds of yards 
away. However, just as they did after 
the 1986 storm, the McNeil family is re-
building and looks forward to con-
tinuing to serve their world-famous 
oysters again this spring. Upon reopen-
ing, they will welcome visitors to the 
gulf coast of Florida for their 90th year 
in business. 

The Indian Pass Raw Bar became 
what it is today partly because of Hur-
ricane Kate in 1986. The McNeil family 
understands how devastating these 
storms truly are and the impact they 
can have on small business and work-
ing families. To help their community, 
the McNeil family enthusiastically 
opened their facilities as emergency 
supply distribution centers to their 
neighbors in need, despite having their 
own difficulties. Meredith McNeil said 
in October 2018: ‘‘This whole area, the 
whole Gulf, we’ve done this before. 
We’re all resilient.’’ 

This is the kind of commitment to 
community that is unique to American 

small business. During a catastrophe, 
the Indian Pass Raw Bar helped bring 
their fellow citizens together by offer-
ing emergency supplies in order to help 
their customers and to give back to the 
community that has supported their 
business. Indian Pass Raw Bar is an ex-
ample of Florida’s exceptional entre-
preneurship, continuing a 90-year his-
tory, being resilient and innovative in 
its approach to challenges, and giving 
back to the community during a time 
of need. I would like to congratulate 
the McNeil family and all the employ-
ees at Indian Pass Raw Bar for being 
named the Senate Small Business of 
the Week for the week of January 14 to 
18, 2019. I wish them continued success 
in their future endeavors.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE CON-
TINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY THAT WAS DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
12947 OF JANUARY 23, 1995, WITH 
RESPECT TO TERRORISTS WHO 
THREATEN TO DISRUPT THE 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS— 
PM 1 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 12947 of January 23, 1995, with re-
spect to foreign terrorists who threat-
en to disrupt the Middle East peace 

process, is to continue in effect beyond 
January 23, 2019. 

The crisis with respect to grave acts 
of violence committed by foreign ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the 
Middle East peace process that led to 
the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, has not been 
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to 
engage in activities that have the pur-
pose or effect of threatening the Middle 
East peace process and that are hostile 
to United States interests in the re-
gion. Such actions continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States. 
Therefore, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
12947 with respect to foreign terrorists 
who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process and to maintain in 
force the sanctions against them to re-
spond to this threat. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 16, 2019. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:28 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 113. An act to require the purchase of 
domestically made flags of the United States 
of America for use by the Federal Govern-
ment. 

H.R. 135. An act to amend the Notification 
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination 
and Retaliation Act of 2002 to strengthen 
Federal antidiscrimination laws enforced by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission and expand accountability within 
the Federal Government, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 136. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to protect unpaid interns in the 
Federal Government from workplace harass-
ment and discrimination, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 202. An act to amend the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 relative to the powers of 
the Department of Justice Inspector Gen-
eral. 

H.R. 247. An act to amend chapter 36 of 
title 44, United States Code, to make certain 
changes relating to electronic Government 
services, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bills were read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 113. An act to require the purchase of 
domestically made flags of the United States 
of America for use by the Federal Govern-
ment; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 135. An act to amend the Notification 
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination 
and Retaliation Act of 2002 to strengthen 
Federal antidiscrimination laws enforced by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission and expand accountability within 
the Federal Government, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 136. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to protect unpaid interns in the 
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