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protections in the First Amendment, drafted
by James Madison just a few years later.

Unfortunately, the fundamental human
right to religious freedom is under attack.
Efforts to circumscribe religious freedom—or
to separate it from adjoining civil liberties,
like property rights or free speech—are on
the rise. Over time, legislative and political
attacks on religious freedom have given way
to actual violence. Last October, we wit-
nessed a horrific attack on the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—the
deadliest attack on the Jewish community
in our Nation’s history. Tragically, attacks
on people of faith and their houses of wor-
ship have increased in frequency in recent
years.

My Administration is taking action to pro-
tect religious liberty and to seek justice
against those who seek to abridge it. The De-
partment of Justice is aggressively pros-
ecuting those who use violence or threats to
interfere with the religious freedom of their
fellow Americans. In January of 2018, the
Justice Department announced a religious
liberty update to the Justice Manual, raising
the profile of religious liberty cases. Also in
January of 2018, the Department of Health
and Human Services undertook major policy
changes to protect religious freedom, includ-
ing forming a new Conscience and Religious
Freedom Division within the Department’s
Office for Civil Rights and proposing a com-
prehensive new conscience protection regula-
tion to reinvigorate enforcement of religious
freedom laws within existing health care
programs.

Around the globe today, people are being
persecuted for their faith by authoritarian
dictatorships, terrorist groups, and other in-
tolerant individuals. To address this tragic
reality, last July, at my request, the Sec-
retary of State convened the first-ever Min-
isterial to Advance Religious Freedom. We
are listening to the voices of those risking
their lives for their religious beliefs, and we
are listening to the families of people who
have died fighting for their fundamental
right of conscience.

Our Nation was founded on the premise
that a just government abides by the ‘‘Laws
of Nature and of Nature’s God.” As the
Founders recognized, the Constitution pro-
tects religious freedom to secure the rights
endowed to man by his very nature. On this
day, we recognize this history and affirm our
commitment to the preservation of religious
freedom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J.
TRUMP, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim January
16, 2019, as Religious Freedom Day. I call on
all Americans to commemorate this day
with events and activities that remind us of
our shared heritage of religious liberty and
that teach us how to secure this blessing
both at home and around the world.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand this fifteenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen,
and of the Independence of the United States
of America the two hundred and forty-third.

DoONALD J. TRUMP

TRIBUTE TO LYNDA DELAFORGUE

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 17, 2019

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of an outstanding pro-
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gressive warrior: Lynda DelaForgue. Co-di-
rector of Citizen Action/lllinois, the largest pro-
gressive public interest organization in the
state, Lynda has left an indelible mark on laws
and policies that directly impact our families
and institutions. A skillful, smart and strategic
leader, she has had an outsized impact—one
that has made untold thousands of people’s
lives better. While her death last weekend is
a tremendous loss for all of us who worked
with her, admired her and loved her, her leg-
acy will remain strong for decades to come.

Lynda liked to quote Eleanor Roosevelt, and
one of her favorite quotes was this one: “A
woman is like a tea bag; you never know how
strong it is until it's in hot water.” Lynda took
those words to heart. In fighting against pay-
day loans or for affordable health care, Lynda
was “Eleanor Roosevelt”. She was the epit-
ome of “persistence”—fighting for financial
protections, green energy solutions, or democ-
racy reforms. Whether you served in local,
state or federal government, when Lynda
reached out you knew she would have facts,
solutions and people behind her. And you
knew that she would not give up until she had
succeeded .

| first met Lynda when she worked for the
lllinois Public Action Council as a door-to-door
canvasser, office manager and voter registra-
tion organizer. She expanded her role to work
on consumer issues—health policy, financial
protections, marriage equality, and energy—al-
ways being sure to link policy to the real peo-
ple and to organizing. In 1997, she became
associate director—and three years later co-
director—of Citizen Action/lllinois. While there,
she and co-director William McNary made Cit-
izen Action/lllinois an innovative and effective
organization, recognized throughout lllinois
and the country.

Throughout her career, Lynda focused on
an underlying idea: that we can empower peo-
ple to demand and organize on their own be-
half to win a more just, fair and opportunity-
filled society. It is an idea easier to state than
to achieve, but Lynda knew the keys to suc-
cess: to have convictions, persistence, and to
work hard. She also knew the power of orga-
nizing and building coalitions. Lynda led by ex-
ample, and she always took time to mentor
and train her staff and provide solid counsel to
her allies and aspiring young organizers and
leaders. There is no one who combined all
these attributes more than Lynda.

Even as she struggled with colon cancer,
Lynda kept her eyes on the task at hand. She
was actively engaged in leading the progres-
sive political coalition that she built. She used
her own experiences with the health care sys-
tem to promote reform and access. She was
on the phone with my office talking about the
possibilities before us in the 116th Congress
even as she was getting her chemo-therapy
treatments.

Lynda brought the same joy and passion to
her private life as to her justice work. Every-
one enjoyed being with Lynda. She was inter-
ested in others and interesting to be around.
She was excited to travel, whether exploring
her French roots or discovering new avant-
garde artists. Above all, she was devoted to
her family: her sister Laura, her children Katy
and Jordan, and her life partner Brian
Reizfeld. To them, | extend my sincere sym-
pathy and my hope that they will take some
comfort in knowing how many people loved
and are inspired by Lynda.
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As Eleanor Roosevelt told us, “One’s philos-
ophy is not best expressed in words; it is ex-
pressed in the choices one makes . . . and
the choices we make are ultimately our re-
sponsibility.” Lynda DelLaForgue chose to live
a life of conviction and action. | will miss her
very much.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE MARTIN LU-
THER KING COMMEMORATIVE
COMMITTEE OF THE COACHELLA
VALLEY

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 17, 2019

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Martin Luther King Commemo-
rative Committee of the Coachella Valley for
their dedication to celebrating the life and leg-
acy of Dr. King.

Since 1986, the MLK Commemorative Com-
mittee has kept Dr. King’s commitment to civil
rights, nonviolence, and grassroots activism
alive. Every year, they have demonstrated to
our Desert community that the values Dr. King
preached—ijustice, love, respect—are as im-
portant today as they were during his lifetime.

This committee was born from the vision
and service of Mr. Joseph Beaver, a lifetime
civil rights advocate and community leader.
Answering the call to service during World
War Il, Mr. Beaver was one of the first African
Americans to join the Marine Corps.

We are blessed by Mr. Beaver's advocacy
for social justice, which has inspired and en-
riched our valley. To this day, he remains on
the frontlines fighting for civil rights here in our
community. In 2014, it was my honor to
present Mr. Beaver with the Congressional
Gold Medal for his accomplishments as a
service member and civil rights leader.

While the manifestations of racism and prej-
udice may have changed, the injustice Dr.
King battled endures today. Racism endures.
Inequality endures. Dr. King prophesized that
the arc of history bends toward justice, but the
road there has never been smooth.

As we remember Dr. King, we cannot rel-
egate him to the history books. To keep his
legacy alive, we must stand up to hatred,
white supremacy, and the systematic racism
that continues to plague our nation. In doing
so, we embrace the values Dr. King lived: jus-
tice, equality, and the courage to do what is
right.

That is the mission of the Commemorative
Committee: not to simply remember Dr. King
once a year, but to inspire us to carry on his
spirit in our hearts and enact his vision of love
and equality. It's a message of freedom that,
through their efforts, rings across the
Coachella Valley and every valley, hill, and
stream across our nation.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
thirty-sixth congressional district, | congratulate
the Martin Luther King Commemorative Com-
mittee of the Coachella Valley for their com-
mitment to celebrating the life of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King. | thank them for their service to our
community.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE COM-
PREHENSIVE CARE FOR SENIORS
ACT OF 2019

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 17, 2019

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today
| am pleased to introduce the Comprehensive
Care for Seniors Act of 2019. This legislation
would direct CMS to promulgate the long over-
due Programs of All-Inclusive Care for the El-
derly (PACE) final rule by April 1, 2019.

PACE is a proven care model delivering
high-quality, comprehensive, integrated and
coordinated community-based care to both
Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries 55 years
of age or older, who meet the criteria for a
nursing home level of care, but wish to live at
home. Multiple studies show that people re-
ceiving care from PACE organizations live
longer, experience better health, have fewer
hospitalizations and spend more time living at
home than those receiving care through other
programs.

PACE is a comprehensive, capitated, fully
integrated, provider-based health plan. At
present, there are 124 PACE organizations
operating in 31 states, serving over 45,000 el-
ders and those living with disabilities every
day. PACE operates based on the funda-
mental principle that it is preferable in terms of
quality of life, quality of care, and costs to
public and private payers for PACE-eligible in-
dividuals to be served in the community when-
ever possible. Ninety-five percent live at home
in their communities.

The PACE organization assesses each indi-
vidual upon enroliment and develops a per-
sonalized care plan, implemented primarily by
PACE staff across all settings of care twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week, 365
days a year. Most PACE participants, 90 per-
cent, are dually eligible for Medicare and Med-
icaid. The average participant is 76 years of
age, and lives with multiple chronic, complex
medical conditions, which often significantly
limit activities of daily living. Approximately half
live with dementia. Thus, PACE organizations
enroll an exclusively high-risk, high-cost popu-
lation, with 85 percent being at least 65 years
of age, and 15 percent between the ages of
55 and 64.

When individuals with chronic and medically
complex conditions do not have access to
care, their quality of life is diminished, which
over time leads to increased expenditures.
PACE deliberately was constructed to address
the chronic care needs of individuals by pro-
viding timely and clinically appropriate treat-
ments and social supports.

Currently, PACE programs operate under
outdated regulations from 2006. It is critically
important that CMS issue the PACE final rule,
which will bring much needed regulatory flexi-
bility, allowing PACE organizations to innovate
and grow to best serve their participants, their
families, and their communities. | urge all of
my colleagues to join me to pass the Com-
prehensive Care for Seniors Act of 2019.
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TRANS-SAHARA COUNTERTER-
RORISM PARTNERSHIP ACT

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 17, 2019

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, since 2005,
the United States has been actively involved
in the Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partner-
ship, which is an interagency program to as-
sist partner countries in the Sahel and
Maghreb regions of Africa, including Niger, Ni-
geria, Tunisia, and Mali, to address terrorist
threats and prevent the spread of violent ex-
tremism.

This legislation is needed due to the contin-
ued high rate of terrorist activity on the con-
tinent, and this Partnership helps coordinate
our diplomatic, defense, and development ef-
forts to counter those threats.

Recently, the Pentagon, under the Presi-
dent’s direction, has been re-evaluating our
troop presence in Africa, which means the
United States will need to rely more heavily on
strategic partnerships built up over years. This
bill would do that.

The bill directs the Departments of State
and Defense as well as USAID to develop a
comprehensive, interagency strategy for U.S.-
Africa counterterrorism cooperation. It also im-
proves monitoring and evaluation of the Part-
nership’s programs to help guide whether ef-
forts should be refocused on certain aspects
of building partnership capacity.

Success in mitigating terrorism and violent
extremism in Africa and elsewhere around the
globe is predicated on our ability to work
closely with our allies and combat violent ex-
tremism in a consistent and effective manner.
This piece of legislation allows us to do just
that.

I'd like to thank Ranking Member McCAuUL
for his important work on this issue and intro-
ducing this legislation with me. | urge my col-
leagues to support this package.

RECOGNIZING THE 2019 MARCH
FOR LIFE

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 17, 2019

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam Speaker, |
proudly recognize the 46th annual March for
Life taking place on January 18, 2019. Thou-
sands of Americans from across our great
country have made the pilgrimage to Wash-
ington to stand up for the protection of unborn
children.

Ever since the Supreme Court’s reprehen-
sible ruling in Roe vs. Wade, the barbaric
practice of abortion on demand has been
rampant in our nation. Too often people erro-
neously conflate abortion with women’s health
care, presenting a false choice of caring for
women or protecting life. It is possible to do
both.

| stand firmly with the millions of Americans
who believe that we must protect the lives of
innocent children. | have long been a staunch
advocate for pro-life issues. During my tenure
as Chairman of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, | shepherded the ban on partial-birth
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abortion through Congress. It was one of my
greatest honors to watch President George W.
Bush sign it into law. | have fully supported
every effort in Congress to prevent taxpayer
dollars from funding abortions—both in the
United States and abroad—and will continue
to fight efforts to reverse this practice. | am in-
spired by all who have traveled to Washington
to participate in the March for Life, especially
those from Wisconsin, and am grateful for all
who believe that every life is precious and
must be protected.

———
HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF “JUMPIN’ JOHNNY” WILSON

OF ANDERSON, INDIANA
HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 17, 2019

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life and legacy of
John Edward Wilson, an Anderson legend.
“Jumpin’ Johnny” Wilson was known for his
exceptional drive, hard work, and mentorship
displayed both on and off the basketball court.
The people of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional
District are forever grateful for Wilson’s revolu-
tionary contributions to the city of Anderson,
Madison County community, State of Indiana,
and our nation.

A life-long Hoosier, Wilson was born in 1927
and raised in Anderson, Indiana, where he at-
tended Anderson High School. During high
school, he used his athletic ability to shatter
racial barriers. Wilson led the Anderson Indi-
ans to their third state title, scoring 30 points
in the 1946 championship game, then a state
finals record. Wilson’s love of sports extended
far beyond basketball. He was an all-around
athlete and enjoyed playing football, track, and
baseball. His tremendous athletic ability led
him to be named the state’s first African-Amer-
ican Mr. Basketball and earned him the nick-
name Jumpin’ Johnny. True to his moniker,
Wilson won the state championship in the high
jump.

Upon graduating high school, Wilson as-
pired to play college basketball. During this
time, racial integration was discouraged. Due
to public sentiment, Wilson was not afforded
the opportunity to play for his dream school,
Indiana University. Wilson later passed up op-
portunities with other schools to play for An-
derson College, which was integrated in all as-
pects of student life. As an Anderson Raven,
Wilson earned 11 letters in four different
sports, was selected three times in basketball
as all-conference and team MVP, was a twice
named All-American, and finished third in the
nation in scoring in 1949. Anderson College
qualified for the National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics (NAIA) small-college tour-
nament during Wilson’s sophomore and junior
years, but the Ravens’ integrated team was
excluded. He still holds Anderson University’s
(AU) records for career scoring average
(23.3), season scoring average (25.4), field
goal attempts in a game (56), and ranks
eighth on the career scoring list with 1,540
points. Wilson was also named All-Conference
and team MVP in both baseball and track.

Wilson eventually left Anderson University,
attending various baseball tryout camps before
earning a spot on the Chicago American Gi-
ants in the Negro Leagues in 1949. Wilson’s
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