January 17, 2019

It is clear that Americans do support
President Trump’s security stance, de-
spite exaggerated reports by the media
and my colleagues on the other side.

I have heard from hundreds of my
constituents who are in support of the
wall. Their voices have been heard, and
I will remain strong for border security
and protecting this Nation.

——
O 0915
SHUTDOWN

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, I
rise to implore the President to stop
holding Federal workers hostage and
immediately end this shutdown.

I think every day of the TSA agent I
recently spoke with at the airport. She
is now working without pay, a young
single mother raising her 15-year-old
daughter. She told me she is really
struggling to make ends meet without
her paycheck. Her story is not unique.

A constituent from Mundelein shared
that she doesn’t know how she will pay
her bills, including her mortgage, and
has had to borrow money from her fam-
ily.

Another constituent, a Federal em-
ployee in Round Lake, has been work-
ing without pay. He wrote: “Why are
we a bargaining tool for something be-
yond our control?”’

Why indeed, Mr. President?

We may disagree on the best way to
secure our border, but we can all agree
that the good women and men working
on our Nation’s behalf should be paid
for their work—the TSA and FAA
workers keeping our skies safe, the
FDA workers keeping our food safe,
and the Coast Guard protecting our
borders.

Do the responsible thing: reopen our
government, and then let’s have a ro-
bust, honest debate about how to se-
cure our borders.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 28, FURTHER ADDI-
TIONAL CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2019, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 52 and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 52

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 28)
making further continuing appropriations
for fiscal year 2019, and for other purposes.
All points of order against consideration of
the joint resolution are waived. The joint
resolution shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the
joint resolution are waived. The previous
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question shall be considered as ordered on
the joint resolution and on any amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations or their respective designees;
and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. It shall be in order at any time
through the legislative day of January 25,
2019, for the Speaker to entertain motions
that the House suspend the rules as though
under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or
her designee shall consult with the Minority
Leader or his designee on the designation of
any matter for consideration pursuant to
this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Arizona (Mrs. LESKO),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, on
Wednesday, the Rules Committee met
and reported a rule, House Resolution
52, providing for consideration of H.J.
Res. 28, the Further Additional Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act of 2019 to
fund the government until February 28.

The rule provides for consideration of
the legislation under a closed rule. The
rule provides 1 hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking member of the Committee on
Appropriations. Additionally, the rule
provides suspension authority through
the legislative day of January 25, 2019.

Madam Speaker, we are in day 27 of
this government shutdown, the longest
government shutdown in our Nation’s
history.

Nearly 800,000 Federal employees
have now missed a paycheck since the
shutdown began. Some estimates say
those employees have lost an average
of $5,000 each so far.

These hardworking Americans are
law enforcement officers and National
Park Service, EPA, FDA, and IRS em-
ployees, and so many others in dedi-
cated Federal service whose families
are needlessly suffering. These employ-
ees are either furloughed or being
forced to work without pay. This is not
an acceptable way to govern.

I may not have been a Member of this
body as long as some people here, but I
don’t think there is a single Member,
Democrat or Republican, who doesn’t
care about securing our border, but it
is foolish to think that keeping our
government shut down will in any way
help secure the border.

You know what Border Patrol and
Coast Guard members want more than

H683

a wall? They want their paychecks to
come on time.

Democrats have made it clear, we are
more than willing to come to the table
to talk about sensible border security,
but the first step has to be to reopen
the government and get our govern-
ment back to functioning.

This majority has already voted to
open the government seven times, with
support from across the aisle. But Sen-
ate Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL
has yet to act on any of these bipar-
tisan pieces of legislation, the same
legislation, I might add, that has al-
ready passed the Senate.

There are more than 100 freshmen
Members of this body, comprising over
20 percent of the House, who have
never worked in a functioning Federal
Government due to the Senate’s inac-
tion. All of our constituents, both Re-
publican and Democrat, are suffering
because of that failure to act.

Let me share with you the traumatic
impact of the shutdown on my con-
stituents and Americans across the
country.

Jennifer, the wife of a Coast Guard
gunner’s mate, wrote to my office to
detail the hardships her family is fac-
ing. Her husband has served in the
Coast Guard for 19 years. They are used
to stressful deployments, and her chil-
dren are proud of their father’s service.
But now Jennifer has new hardships to
face: how to feed her family on only
her income, how she could make the
holidays special while not knowing
when her husband’s next paycheck
would come, and how to shield her kids
from her constant worry over the ab-
sence of that income.

This is an embarrassment. Too many
Federal workers were already living
paycheck to paycheck before those
paychecks stopped. Having to put a
mortgage payment on a credit card,
deal with an eviction notice, or plead
with a bank to delay a student loan
payment should not be the reality
forced upon hardworking Federal em-
ployees.

The debts these workers incur during
the shutdown will follow them long
after the government is reopened. The
hits to their savings accounts and
marks on their credit scores will serve
as painful reminders that they are rep-
resented by a government that will put
them in harm’s way over a policy dis-
pute.

Fran, a newlywed with a premature
baby who spent more than 3 weeks in
the NICU, has been without an income
since her husband’s paychecks stopped
coming. Their child requires an expen-
sive special formula due to his pre-
mature birth, and her husband is now
being asked to work overtime without
pay.

The fear and anguish in these mes-
sages from our neighbors is palpable. It
should resonate with every Member of
this body. These stories should keep all
of us up at night. If we didn’t come to
Washington to serve these dedicated
and hardworking Americans, then just
who are we here to serve?
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