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them are important—there is no
doubt—but when you are the only
members of the military not getting
paid for risking your lives for your
country and we can fix it here tonight
in the Senate, that is what we should
be doing.

I certainly hope this bill isn’t being
blocked unreasonably. As I mentioned,
it is not a complete solution, but it is
the start of a solution. For the life of
me, I can’t understand why this bill
would be blocked.

More importantly, the men and
women of the Coast Guard will not un-
derstand why this bill is being blocked.
Communities that support and depend
on the Coast Guard—like Kodiak, AK—
will not understand why this bill is
being blocked. These young men and
women, who love their country and
have chosen to serve and protect us,
are not going to understand why this
bill is being blocked tonight.

I don’t want to use the word plead,
but I am asking my colleagues on the
Democratic side to do the right thing
and pass this bill tonight. Every single
American who is aware of this situa-
tion knows that it is inequitable when
the other members of the military—
who are out there risking their lives
just like the men and women of the
Coast Guard—are getting paid and the
men and women of the Coast Guard
aren’t.

We are on the verge of a solution.
Passing this bill will take care of at
least one issue that we are all trying to
resolve. Again, I urge my Democratic
colleagues—because all of my Repub-
lican colleagues have already passed
this bill in the hotline. I urge my col-
leagues to take up this bill, do the
right thing, and support the men and
women of the Coast Guard, who are not
being treated equal to their brothers
and sisters in the other branches of the
military.

Until then, I am going to continue to
fight for this. I am going to continue to
raise the issue. We have made a lot of
progress, including getting the White
House and the President on board and
getting all of our Members here on the
Republican side of the Senate on board.
I am hopeful, with more advocacy and
more reasoning with my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle, that we will
also get there, move this to the House
quickly, and get the men and women of
the Coast Guard the paychecks they
are needing.

I yield the floor.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,

with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

ScoTrT of Florida). Without objection,
it is so ordered.
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COMMANDER ZACHARY CRESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Lieutenant Com-
mander Zachary Cress of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—NOAA—Commissioned Officer
Corps, who has served as a fellow on
the Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation Committee for the past year.

I want to thank Lieutenant Com-
mander Cress for his hard work from
which the committee greatly benefited.
His expertise as a ship driver and man-
ager of our Nation’s marine resources
has meaningfully informed the com-
mittee’s efforts. He has worked on sev-
eral pieces of legislation that have be-
come law, including the National Inte-
grated Drought Information System
Reauthorization Act of 2018. His con-
tributions have enabled NOAA to carry
out its missions more effectively.

Again, I would like to extend my sin-
cere thanks and appreciation to Lieu-
tenant Commander Cress for all of the
fine work he has done and for his con-
tinued service to our nation. I wish
him success in the years to come.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 4:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills and joint resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 190. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to eliminate the inclusion of option
years in the award price for sole source con-
tracts, and for other purposes.

H.R. 268. An act making supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 30. Joint resolution disapproving
the President’s proposal to take an action
relating to the application of certain sanc-
tions with respect to the Russian Federa-
tion.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the amendment of
the Senate to the text of the bill (H.R.
251) to extend by two years the Chem-
ical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards
Program of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes,
and that the House has agreed to the
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amendment of the Senate to the title
of the aforementioned bill.
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 5:256 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 251. An act to extend by 15 months the
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards
Program of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 190. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to eliminate the inclusion of option
years in the award price for sole source con-
tracts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following joint resolution was
read the first and second times by
unanimous consent, and placed on the
calendar:

H.J. Res. 30. Joint resolution disapproving
the President’s proposal to take an action
relating to the application of certain sanc-
tions with respect to the Russian Federa-
tion.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-138. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Anthony R. Ierardi, United States
Army, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-139. A communication from the Senior
Counsel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Civil  Penalty Inflation Adjustments”
(RIN3170-AA62) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on January 15, 2019;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-140. A communication from the Pro-
gram Specialist of the Legislative and Regu-
latory Activities Division, Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, Department of
the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘OCC Guidelines
Establishing Standards for Recovery Plan-
ning by Certain Large Insured National
Banks, Insured Federal Savings Associa-
tions, and Insured Federal Branches; Tech-
nical Amendments” (RIN1557-AEbl) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on January 16, 2019; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T12:53:57-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




