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Senate 
The Senate met at 4 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Eternal Father, answer our prayers, 
for Your unfailing love sustains us. 

Give our lawmakers a great faith to 
live for as You deliver them from 
doubt, disillusionment, bitterness, cyn-
icism, and frustration. Lord, teach 
them so to live and toil that they may 
face with clear consciences the gaze of 
their peers and the judgment of pos-
terity. 

Be near to the unpaid Federal work-
ers and their families who are feeling 
the economic strains of this partial 
government shutdown. Lord, don’t per-
mit these trials to overwhelm them. 

And, Lord, touch with Your mercy 
the loved ones of the U.S. citizens 
killed in Northern Syria. 

We pray in Your compassionate 
Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BRAUN). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

S. 109 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, to-
morrow Washington will play host to 
one of our Nation’s proudest examples 
of peaceful activism: the 49th annual 
March for Life. 

Hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans—from different States, different 
faiths, different ethnic backgrounds— 
will speak with one voice on behalf of 
those who cannot speak for themselves. 
I would like to welcome the marchers, 
especially my fellow Kentuckians, in-
cluding Margie Montgomery, executive 
director of Kentucky Right to Life. I 
welcome all the marchers with grati-
tude. I am grateful they are helping 
shed light on this great shame of our 
society and bearing witness to the fact 
that human dignity and human rights 
are for everyone. 

As they march tomorrow, our friends 
can take pride in knowing our beliefs 
are not just consistent with morality 
and supported by science; they are also 
squarely within the mainstream of our 
society. According to one recent sur-
vey, a sizable majority of American 
adults hold views on the subject that 
are far, far from the absolutist position 
of the far left. 

Seventy-five percent of all Ameri-
cans, including more than 60 percent of 
those who call themselves pro-choice, 
support more protection for the lives of 
unborn children. 

The far left is wedded to the most ex-
treme positions on this subject. For ex-
ample, the radical left wants America 
to remain one of only seven—seven— 
countries in the entire world, including 
China and North Korea, that allow 
elective abortions to occur after 20 
weeks and even after the child is capa-
ble of feeling pain. The American peo-
ple, however, know better. That survey 
also found that a majority of Ameri-
cans oppose taxpayer-funded abortions. 
So I am proud today to stand with that 
majority of Americans and urge every 
Member of this body to join me in sup-
porting the No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act this afternoon. 

Thanks to the dedication of Senators 
WICKER, ROBERTS, ERNST, LANKFORD, 
DAINES, BLUNT, and many others, the 
bill before us would supplement exist-
ing law and bolster the important, 

longstanding protections of the Hyde 
amendment. 

By implementing a governmentwide, 
statutory prohibition on taxpayer sub-
sidies for abortion and abortion cov-
erage, S. 109 would close off Federal 
support for abortion that flows outside 
of the Hyde-protected regular appro-
priations process. 

In addition, it would explicitly en-
sure that Federal healthcare facilities 
are not party to abortions and increase 
transparency requirements for feder-
ally subsidized healthcare plans. 

I am proud to support this important 
step forward in protecting Americans’ 
rights of conscience, and I urge every 
one of our colleagues to vote to ad-
vance it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

f 

S. 109 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, the 
fact that the United States is debating 
and voting on this bill attacking wom-
en’s healthcare right now is an abso-
lute disgrace. 

We are 27 days into President 
Trump’s completely unnecessary gov-
ernment shutdown. Workers are not 
being paid. Families are huddled 
around their tables, wondering which 
bills to pay and which expenses to cut. 
Our national security is being im-
pacted. Our parks are filling up with 
trash. Our economy is losing billions of 
dollars. The list goes on. It needs to 
end. 

I urge my colleagues, vote no against 
this bill today that would erode wom-
en’s healthcare and take away our con-
stitutionally protected rights. Demand 
that Republican leaders let us vote to 
open the government, and then let’s 
get back to work getting our country 
back on track. 

I yield the floor. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 

LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. SCHUMER. First, I want to echo 
the words of my colleague, our great 
ranking member of Health and Human 
Services, Senator MURRAY. 

Now, look, folks. As the Trump shut-
down drags into its 27th day, the pain 
inflicted on our country, our citizens, 
and our economy grows. The Council of 
Economic Advisers said the shutdown 
would hurt our economy twice as much 
as originally projected. Experts are 
predicting it could wipe out the entire 
first quarter of economic growth. 

At airports, an understaffed TSA 
means longer and longer lines. Yester-
day, the executive vice president of the 
National Air Traffic Controllers Asso-
ciation said that flying ‘‘is less safe 
today than a month ago, absolutely.’’ 

Hundreds of thousands of public serv-
ants are suffering. I can give a list of a 
long number. President Trump, this 
shutdown—your shutdown—has gone 
on too long. Why is President Trump 
punishing folks like so many of my 
constituents who have nothing to do 
with disagreements about borders? 

If you sense exasperation in my tone, 
you are right. We Democrats are exas-
perated. All we want to do is reopen 
the government. We are happy to de-
bate border security with the President 
and our Republican colleagues—happy 
to. But let’s reopen the government. 

My Republican friends here, both the 
President and Leader MCCONNELL, are 
ignoring the overwhelming will of the 
American people. We urge our col-
leagues to think about this. We know 
that President Trump is not interested 
in ending the shutdown. Leader 
MCCONNELL knows he has the power to 
end the shutdown. The only reason we 
are in this prolonged stalemate is that 
my friend the Republican leader re-
fuses to take up any legislation to re-
open government. We should do it now. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR 
ABORTION AND ABORTION IN-
SURANCE FULL DISCLOSURE 
ACT OF 2019—Motion to Proceed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 109, which the clerk will 
report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to the consideration of 
S. 109, a bill to prohibit taxpayer funded 
abortions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 30 
minutes of debate, equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I yield back our 
time. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield back our 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
is yielded back. 

Pursuant to rule XXII, the clerk will 
report the motion to invoke cloture. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 11, S. 109, a 
bill to prohibit taxpayer funded abortions. 

Mitch McConnell, Mike Crapo, Mike 
Rounds, James M. Inhofe, John Bar-
rasso, David Perdue, John Kennedy, 
John Thune, Thom Tillis, James E. 
Risch, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Pat Roberts, 
John Boozman, James Lankford, Mi-
chael B. Enzi, Roger F. Wicker, John 
Cornyn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to S. 109, a bill to prohibit tax-
payer funded abortions, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
BURR), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO), the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM), and the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ The 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 48, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 7 Leg.] 

YEAS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Capito 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 

Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gardner 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 

Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 

Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 

Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 

Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—47 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Harris 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Alexander 
Burr 

Crapo 
Graham 

Paul 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 48, and the nays are 
47. 

Three-fifths of Senators duly chosen 
and sworn not having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is rejected. 

The Democratic leader. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.J. RES. 30 
Mr. SCHUMER. We spent the past 

few days debating the resolution of dis-
approval of the Treasury Department’s 
plan to relax sanctions on Russia. We 
have made clear that Treasury’s plan is 
insufficient and lets Putin and his cro-
nies off the hook. We have made clear 
that Putin’s malign activities around 
the globe have not abated. We have 
made clear that there is no reason to 
relieve sanctions on one of our chief 
adversaries when there has been no rec-
onciliation and in exchange for noth-
ing. 

Earlier this week, 10 brave Repub-
licans joined us on the motion to pro-
ceed and again on cloture, but it was 
not enough for passage. So many other 
Republicans who have campaigned that 
Democrats are not tough enough on 
Putin, when they had a chance to be 
tough on Putin, ran for the exits. I just 
want to let my colleagues know that 
the House was different and in this 
case far more courageous. 

The House passed the same resolu-
tion of disapproval 362 to 53. Repub-
licans by more than a 2-to-1 ratio— 
more than 2 to 1—voted to not allow 
the loosening of sanctions on 
Deripaska’s Rusal, as 136 of them 
joined with the unanimous—unani-
mous—support of House Democrats to 
pass the resolution. 

So two votes—two small votes—stand 
in the way of passage here in the Sen-
ate. Let the overwhelming bipartisan 
House vote be a message to my Repub-
lican friends in the Senate. We should 
pass this resolution. We should not let 
Putin get his way simply because Don-
ald Trump has always wanted him to— 
too often. 

So I am going to shortly reconsider 
the resolution before it expires tonight 
at midnight. I strongly urge my friend 
the leader not to block the request and 
give Republican Senators a chance to 
change their minds on this incredibly 
important motion. 
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So I ask unanimous consent that the 

Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 14, H.J. Res. 
30; that the joint resolution be consid-
ered read for a third time and the Sen-
ate vote on passage with a 60-vote af-
firmative threshold, with no inter-
vening action or debate; and that if the 
joint resolution fails to achieve 60 
votes for passage, it be returned to the 
calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Virginia. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 21 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 5, H.R. 21, mak-
ing appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019. I further ask 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed and that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Virginia 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I would 

like to speak on the preceding motion, 
but before I do, I would like to yield 
my time to my colleague from New 
Mexico. 

Mr. UDALL. Senator KAINE is yield-
ing to me to talk about the Interior 
Department in the bill. Let me just 
thank him for his vigilance. When we 
have 800,000 Federal employees across 
this country and their families hurt-
ing, he has been vigilant with this. I 
know that in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia he and Senator WARNER are 
very concerned, as are Senator HEIN-
RICH and myself about what is hap-
pening in New Mexico. I want to speak 
a little bit about the Interior Depart-
ment bill, where I am the ranking 
Democrat. 

I rise today to call on this body to 
take action and immediately end the 
shutdown that is causing tragic con-
sequences in the lives of Americans. 
We are on day 27 of the shutdown, the 
longest in our Nation’s history. 

Every day my constituents in New 
Mexico are asking me what are we 
doing to end this senseless shutdown. 
So I am here on the Senate floor de-
manding that we open the government, 
demanding that we do our jobs as a co-
equal branch of government, demand-
ing that we pass bipartisan appropria-
tions bills. 

I have the privilege of serving as the 
ranking member of the Interior Appro-
priations Subcommittee, and I know 
how critical the Interior bill is, par-
ticularly to my home State of New 
Mexico and to States across the West 
and across the country. The Interior 
bill funds basic services like healthcare 

and public safety for 2 million Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives 
through the Indian Health Service and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

This bill keeps our air and water 
clean through the work of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. This bill 
protects and preserves national parks 
and other treasured public lands and 
helps to support small businesses that 
depend on them. The Agencies in this 
bill fund science, wildlife protection, 
energy development, and arts and cul-
tural programs in every State, and 
they employ tens of thousands of 
Americans. There is no reason why 
they should be shuttered. They are 
simply too important. 

This shutdown is particularly dev-
astating for Indian Country. Every day 
the President continues to treat Tribal 
programs like hostages for political 
gain. By his action he endangers fami-
lies across Indian Country. Multiple 
health clinics that serve urban Indians 
have closed their doors, forced to turn 
hundreds of patients away. Tribal 
court programs are in jeopardy. Food 
distribution and social service pro-
grams are on the chopping block. Law 
enforcement services are stretched to 
the breaking point. Thousands of Trib-
al members are furloughed—all to dev-
astating effect. 

Indian Country is paying the price 
for every day that the President’s reck-
less shutdown continues. These are 
people’s lives and livelihoods on the 
line. Our government is completely 
failing to uphold its trust and treaty 
obligations to Native Americans, and 
all for what? A wildly expensive and in-
effective wall that this Nation doesn’t 
want and a vanity project for a Presi-
dent who is not putting the best inter-
ests of this country first. It doesn’t 
make any sense. 

We need to pass the Interior appro-
priations bill so we can reopen the en-
tire National Park System, along with 
other public lands, and do so safely. Al-
ready, we have heard about the tragic 
impacts of the shutdown on our parks, 
including thousand-year-old Joshua 
trees cut down in California, and fossils 
that have been looted at Carlsbad Cav-
erns in my home State of New Mexico. 
We can’t let this kind of damage hap-
pen to our most treasured places, and 
we must ensure that small businesses 
that depend on our public lands—from 
fishing guides to gas stations and ho-
tels—are able to thrive and keep our 
economy strong. 

Across the board, this shutdown is 
hurting businesses, contractors, and 
Federal workers. Even the President’s 
own Council of Economic Advisers has 
released figures doubling the expected 
impacts to the economy. Think about 
that. The President’s own aides admit 
this shutdown is worse than they an-
ticipated. This is totally unacceptable, 
but it is not too late to change the sit-
uation. 

We can end this shutdown today. All 
it takes is for enough of my Republican 
colleagues and friends to find the cour-

age to join us to pass these appropria-
tions bills and to send a message to the 
White House that we need to reopen 
the government. I want to say to them, 
let’s join together to make sure that 
Tribal health clinics are open and Trib-
al law enforcement officers are on pa-
trol. 

Let’s work side by side to reopen the 
entire National Park System and other 
public lands and ensure that there are 
enough staff members on the ground to 
protect our Nation’s most cherished 
national and cultural resources. Let’s 
pass these bipartisan appropriations 
bills without delay. 

I don’t understand how this Chamber 
can stand by and watch the dev-
astating effects of this shutdown on 
our Nation. In New Mexico alone, we 
estimate that there are at least 10,800 
Federal workers who are working with-
out pay or are furloughed outright. Na-
tionwide, there are an estimated 800,000 
Federal workers and as many as 2 mil-
lion Federal contractors who may be 
affected. We are talking about millions 
of people’s paychecks being held hos-
tage for a border wall that the Amer-
ican public doesn’t support. 

Yesterday I stood on this floor and 
talked about the impacts this shut-
down is having on the Ornelas family 
of Carlsbad, NM. They are depending 
on a paycheck from the Department of 
Interior to help keep their family 
afloat as they deal with a disabled son 
who had two brain surgeries. The 
Ornelas family was already dealing 
with one of the worst crises a family 
can go through, and now they have to 
worry about how to pay for basic ne-
cessities. They are just one example of 
the lives at stake. 

It is not just Federal workers and 
Federal contractors. Every single 
American relies on the Federal Govern-
ment for essential public safety and se-
curity. The Food and Drug Administra-
tion shut down—contaminated food can 
kill thousands. TSA agents and FAA 
air traffic controllers we rely on to 
keep air traffic safe are unpaid. In a 
massive irony, President Trump’s shut-
down means the Department of Home-
land Security is unpaid. There are an 
estimated 2,000 New Mexicans we rely 
on for border security, international 
trade, and immigration work who are 
unpaid. This really truly is madness. 
For their sake and for the sake of all 
Americans who are affected by this 
tragic situation, we need to end this 
shutdown now. The consequences of in-
action are too great. 

Once again, let me thank Senator 
KAINE for his passion on this issue, for 
his vigilance in terms of bringing this 
issue, and fighting with all of us on the 
floor. 

I yield to Senator KAINE. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
Mr. KAINE. I will briefly conclude 

my comments recognizing my col-
league from Indiana is also on the 
floor. 

I thank the Senator from New Mex-
ico for his words. He spoke about the 
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motion I just made. I will be on the 
floor tomorrow and Saturday and next 
week—Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day—to share stories that have been 
shared with me and are being shared 
with me every day by Virginians af-
fected and the Agencies the Senator 
from New Mexico discussed and others. 

Just to clarify, the motion that I 
made earlier was to pass a House bill 
that is pending before us. It is an ap-
propriation for the remainder of the 
fiscal year for the following Depart-
ments and Agencies: Department of In-
terior; Environmental Protection 
Agency; Forest Service; Department of 
Treasury, including the IRS; Judiciary; 
Executive Office of the President—we 
are trying to fund the Executive Office 
of the President; the District of Colum-
bia; Department of Agriculture, includ-
ing the Food Stamp Program; the Food 
and Drug Administration; Department 
of Transportation; Department of 
Housing and Urban Development; De-
partment of Commerce; Department of 
Justice, including the FBI; science-re-
lated Agencies, including NASA; the 
Department of State and several re-
lated and independent Agencies. 

That was the motion that I made 
that was objected to by the majority 
leader. 

Three items quickly. There are three 
levels of surreal illogic to the position 
we are in. The first is, we are having a 
legitimate debate between Congress 
and the President on border security 
and immigration reform. That is a very 
legitimate debate, in which there are 
intellectually respectable differences of 
opinion. If we are having a debate 
about that, why would we punish the 
workers who are charged with admin-
istering the Food Stamp Program? 
Why punish workers in the National 
Forest and National Parks? Why pun-
ish the citizens who need those serv-
ices? The first level of illogic to the po-
sition we are in is we are punishing 
both workers and the citizens who need 
services completely unconnected with 
the border and immigration reform 
issue. 

Surreal illogic No. 2. If we are having 
a debate about safety and security on 
the border, why would we demand Cus-
toms and Border Patrol folks work 
without pay? Those who are affected 
and who are part of the Agencies deal-
ing with the dispute are, by all ac-
counts, the frontline people who are 
dealing with this—immigration judges, 
Custom and Border Patrol folks, ICE 
agents, DEA agents, the Coast Guard, 
which interdicts drugs, FBI, U.S. mar-
shals, BATF agents—why would we 
make their lives harder when they are 
the safety and security professionals 
who are charged with dealing with the 
issue we are trying to figure out? 

The final level of surreal illogic, as I 
yield to my colleague from Indiana, is 
this. I want to thank all my colleagues 
because a week ago, by unanimous con-
sent, we passed a backpay bill that the 
President signed yesterday. Now we 
have guaranteed that the Federal 

Treasury will write a check for the 
paychecks for all of these workers. It is 
actually probably going to be more be-
cause to close and restart actually 
costs a little bit more. We agreed to 
pay backpay in this and any future 
shutdown to these workers. 

So if we are going to pay them any-
way, why wouldn’t we want them to be 
serving Americans instead of being fur-
loughed? If we are going to pay them 
anyway—if the Federal Treasury is 
going to write that check—wouldn’t it 
be better if they are in their offices an-
swering phones, processing food stamp 
applications, and serving their fellow 
Americans than locked out of their of-
fices? 

We bar Federal workers from strik-
ing because of the need for continuous 
government operations, but we are 
locking them out of their offices while 
we have agreed to give them full pay-
ment for the work they would have 
been doing had we not locked them 
out. That is not fiscally smart. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana. 
MARCH FOR LIFE 

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I rise to 
talk about an issue that is very impor-
tant to my constituents in my State of 
Indiana. It is also an issue that is very 
close to my heart—the sanctity of life. 

Tomorrow we know thousands of pro- 
life advocates from around the coun-
try, including many Hoosiers, will con-
vene in Washington for the March for 
Life. This is the world’s largest annual 
pro-life demonstration. 

You may not be able to tell this by 
watching today’s television or movies, 
but there is bipartisan agreement 
among most Americans that we must 
protect human life. This is no old-fash-
ioned point of view. In fact, a recent 
survey of millennials showed that 70 
percent supported limits such as paren-
tal notification, blocking abortions at 
5 months of pregnancy, and ending gov-
ernment funding for abortion. 

In Indiana, concerned citizens from 
all corners of the State are fighting 
tirelessly to protect pro-life principles. 
These are the unsung heroes of the pro- 
life movement—those who have dedi-
cated their lives to saving innocent 
children. These and other Hoosiers, of 
course, elected me to represent their 
interests in the Senate, but they also 
elected me to represent their values. I 
have been proud to work on legislation 
that reflects those values. 

Already in this new Congress, I have 
joined dozens of my Senate colleagues 
on a letter to President Trump asking 
for a public commitment to only sup-
port pro-life legislative and adminis-
trative policies. To be clear, this Presi-
dent has indeed been supportive of pro- 
life policies, but House Democrats have 
already indicated they intend to move 
forward with pro-abortion legislation 
this Congress. We would like the Presi-
dent to let the House know that he is 
going to veto any kind of legislation 
that doesn’t respect the sanctity of 
life. 

I have also joined several of my col-
leagues this week to sponsor the No 
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act of 
2019, which we just voted on. This bill 
would have established a government-
wide statutory prohibition on taxpayer 
subsidies for abortion or abortion cov-
erage. Federal taxpayer dollars should 
absolutely not be used to fund abor-
tion. 

I am incredibly disappointed that my 
colleagues didn’t join me in voting to 
pass this important legislation today. I 
will continue looking for ways to ad-
vance this needed reform. 

I am also a cosponsor of the Born- 
Alive Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act, which ensures that a baby who 
survives an abortion will receive the 
same treatment as any child naturally 
born premature at the very same age. 
We must do all we can to protect inno-
cent life. 

Before being elected to the Senate, I 
sat on the board of directors of the 
Hannah House in Bloomington, IN. 
This is a maternity home that offers 
women loving support during their 
pregnancy. I also spent 2 years as a 
smalltown attorney in Southern Indi-
ana. During that time, I offered free 
legal services to parents who wanted to 
adopt. I am passionate about helping 
children find loving forever homes and 
helping caring adults become parents. I 
have come to appreciate firsthand, 
through my own life experiences, the 
importance of advocating for those who 
cannot advocate for themselves. 

We are divided on so many issues 
today, but protecting the lives of un-
born children should not be one of 
those issues. I will continue working 
on legislation that advances pro-life 
values, and I am hopeful we can soon 
turn these actions into law. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 

week, folks from all over the country— 
all ages, all backgrounds, and all walks 
of life—are coming together to cele-
brate and highlight one of the single 
most important priorities of this Na-
tion, and that is protecting the unborn. 

In fact, tomorrow, nearly 100,000 of 
these folks will march right here in 
Washington, DC, at the March for Life 
rally. In fact, I will be speaking at that 
rally tomorrow. 

As American citizens, I believe in our 
founding principle that all men and all 
women are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights, and 
among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. Every human life 
must be valued. Every human life must 
be protected from conception until 
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death. We must stand to protect the 
most vulnerable in our society, and 
that includes the unborn. 

I am grateful that under President 
Trump’s leadership and the Repub-
lican-led U.S. Senate, we have deliv-
ered some of the strongest pro-life re-
sults in history. In fact, in the last 
Congress, this Republican-led Senate 
confirmed 85 conservative judges. That 
includes a record-setting 30 circuit 
court judges. We also confirmed 53 dis-
trict court judges and two new Su-
preme Court Justices. 

I remember when I left the private 
sector to come to public service that 
when the Senate put a judge on the 
bench, that meant these were lifetime 
appointments. We can pass laws here. 
Laws can be changed in the current 
Congress. Laws can be changed in a fu-
ture Congress. But these judges are 
lifetime appointments. 

Despite the great progress we have 
made over the last couple of years, 
there is plenty of work to be done. In 
fact, just this week, I was grateful and 
thankful to see 48 of my Senate col-
leagues join me in sending a letter to 
President Trump urging him to stop 
any legislation—any legislation—that 
is coming out of the House that would 
erode pro-life protections. 

The good news is, this is a battle we 
are winning, and this is a battle we 
must absolutely win. 

Thank you. 
I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, a 
couple of days ago I came to the floor 
to talk about the partial government 
shutdown, how it is impacting different 
parts of my State—the Great State of 
Alaska—and, in particular, how it is 
impacting the men and women in the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

I think we all recognize as we are 
trying to work through this partial 
government shutdown that a lot of 
Federal workers are being impacted, 
but let me talk about the Coast Guard 
because I think it is a little different 
than almost any other group of Federal 
workers. 

On Tuesday, these brave men and 
women did not receive a paycheck. 
They didn’t receive a paycheck, and 
they are the only branch of the U.S. 
military right now, out there around 
the world and around the globe, risking 
their lives for the American people, 
who are not getting paid. Army, Navy, 
Air Force, and Marines—we love them 
all. They are working hard. They are 
getting paid. The men and women of 
the Coast Guard are not getting paid. 
That is wrong. That is particularly 
wrong. They can’t leave the Coast 
Guard. They would get court- 
martialed. They are working hard, sav-
ing lives in my State, certainly—in 
Alaska—all the time, and they are not 
getting paid when the other services 
are getting paid. 

So what did we do? A number of us, 
Democrats and Republicans—almost 

one-quarter of the Members of the U.S. 
Senate—cosponsored a bill that says: 
Let’s pay the Coast Guard. Let’s pay 
the Coast Guard right now so they are 
treated fairly, like the other men and 
women serving in our military. 

That was a good start. I was opti-
mistic then. It has been a bit of a roller 
coaster ride, but, to be honest, I 
couldn’t imagine that this bill 
wouldn’t sail through. We are not 
going to be able to fix everything right 
now, but this is one we can start work-
ing on, on these individual issues, and 
there is a lot of talk of doing it. 

Last week, I had the opportunity to 
raise this with the President and his 
administration and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, and we continued 
to press this issue all week with the 
OMB Director, the Chief of Staff of the 
White House, and the President him-
self, and he said this week that he was 
going to support the bill. That is im-
portant. Now you have the executive 
branch, the President of the United 
States, and he will sign it. He said it. I 
was in a meeting with him yesterday, 
and he said he is 100 percent supportive 
of this bill. It is bipartisan. There are 
actually more Democrats than Repub-
licans on the bill right now. 

What we did, trying to move this 
quickly, is we said: All right, the Presi-
dent is going to sign it. We have a 
quarter of the Senate. It is a bipartisan 
bill. Let’s move it. 

We moved to hotline it. What does 
that mean? To try to get this bill to be 
moved through unanimous consent 
through the Senate, a hotline means 
you are going to try to move it real 
fast and everybody is going to vote on 
it. That started today. By noon, every 
Republican Member of the U.S. Senate 
said: Good to go—cleared, hot. Let’s 
pay the men and women of the Coast 
Guard. 

I had the opportunity to talk to a 
local public radio program in Kodiak, 
the largest Coast Guard station in the 
country. I had the opportunity to say 
to my fellow Alaskans that I am pretty 
optimistic. We have moved. We have a 
lot of cosponsors—25 percent of the 
Senate, Democrats and Republicans— 
and the President of the United States. 
Bingo, Republicans have said we are 
good to go on it. I have certainly start-
ed working with some of my Demo-
cratic colleagues who are also opti-
mistic. Why would we block this? Why 
would we block this? Remember, they 
are the only men and women in the 
U.S. military not getting paid right 
now, and we have a solution. 

So I come to the floor, and I hate to 
admit it because 2 hours ago I was 
pretty optimistic, but I am getting 
word that my colleagues—the Demo-
crats and the minority leader—are now 
saying: Maybe we are just going to 
block this. I am not sure why. Nobody 
has come down here to say why. We are 
running the hotline on the Democratic 
side. So maybe that is just a rumor. I 
hope it is just a rumor. Why would you 
block it? Come on, my colleagues on 

the other side. Why would you block 
it? We are not going to fix everything 
tonight, but we could fix this tonight. 

Let me talk a little bit about my 
State. Some of you have probably seen 
the ‘‘Deadliest Catch’’ and those kind 
of shows about Alaska. Look at the 
men and women who are out there 
keeping our fishermen—American fish-
ermen—safe. On average, every month 
in the State of Alaska the Coast Guard 
saves 22 lives—in 1 month, on average, 
in one State—and it assists 53 people, 
reports and investigates 25 maritime 
casualties, conducts close to 20 secu-
rity boardings and over 20 security pa-
trols. If you are in trouble on the high 
seas in Alaska, which is a bad place to 
be, the seas are never too rough or the 
skies never too dismal for the Coast 
Guard to come out and rescue you. We 
have seen it time and again, but it is 
not just in Alaska. It is all over the 
country, and it is all over the world. 

I talked to the Commandant of the 
Coast Guard just yesterday. I said: Mr. 
Commandant, Admiral, I think we are 
close. The President is good to go. I 
think most of the Senators are good to 
go. The bill has 25 cosponsors. 

He reminded me that he has men and 
women in the Coast Guard deployed in 
the Persian Gulf doing anti-piracy op-
erations alongside U.S. Marines and 
U.S. Navy personnel—right now, in the 
Persian Gulf, Marines, Coast Guard, 
and Navy—and guess who is not getting 
paid. Does anyone think that should be 
a tolerated situation? The answer is 
no. The answer is no. 

Again, I hope this is a rumor, and 
that the hotline is happening right now 
on the Democratic side. We have 
cleared it—good to go. Every Repub-
lican has signed off on this. I hope that 
this is just a rumor—that tonight the 
Democrats will clear this and we will 
get it to the House. The Coast Guard 
said they can start cutting checks 
again within 24 hours. The President 
will sign this. So there should be no 
reason not to do this. 

The partial government shutdown is 
negatively impacting Federal workers. 
The President’s request, in my view, 
for border security is imminently rea-
sonable. I hope the Speaker will view it 
that way. A lot of her members are. We 
are all working for this. We are all 
working for a solution. Senator JOHN-
SON put out a bill that I joined as a co-
sponsor that would immediately pay 
all workers who are currently working 
without pay. This would expand the 
idea of what we are doing with the 
Coast Guard bill. I think it is a good 
idea. That is a start, but the Coast 
Guard bill right now has momentum. It 
has momentum. 

We could get this done in 24 hours. It 
is not a complete solution, but we have 
the White House, and it should be the 
Senate and, hopefully, the House get-
ting ready to find a solution for at 
least for some of the men and women 
in the Federal workforce. 

But as I like to emphasize, they are 
not just any Federal workers. All of 
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them are important—there is no 
doubt—but when you are the only 
members of the military not getting 
paid for risking your lives for your 
country and we can fix it here tonight 
in the Senate, that is what we should 
be doing. 

I certainly hope this bill isn’t being 
blocked unreasonably. As I mentioned, 
it is not a complete solution, but it is 
the start of a solution. For the life of 
me, I can’t understand why this bill 
would be blocked. 

More importantly, the men and 
women of the Coast Guard will not un-
derstand why this bill is being blocked. 
Communities that support and depend 
on the Coast Guard—like Kodiak, AK— 
will not understand why this bill is 
being blocked. These young men and 
women, who love their country and 
have chosen to serve and protect us, 
are not going to understand why this 
bill is being blocked tonight. 

I don’t want to use the word plead, 
but I am asking my colleagues on the 
Democratic side to do the right thing 
and pass this bill tonight. Every single 
American who is aware of this situa-
tion knows that it is inequitable when 
the other members of the military— 
who are out there risking their lives 
just like the men and women of the 
Coast Guard—are getting paid and the 
men and women of the Coast Guard 
aren’t. 

We are on the verge of a solution. 
Passing this bill will take care of at 
least one issue that we are all trying to 
resolve. Again, I urge my Democratic 
colleagues—because all of my Repub-
lican colleagues have already passed 
this bill in the hotline. I urge my col-
leagues to take up this bill, do the 
right thing, and support the men and 
women of the Coast Guard, who are not 
being treated equal to their brothers 
and sisters in the other branches of the 
military. 

Until then, I am going to continue to 
fight for this. I am going to continue to 
raise the issue. We have made a lot of 
progress, including getting the White 
House and the President on board and 
getting all of our Members here on the 
Republican side of the Senate on board. 
I am hopeful, with more advocacy and 
more reasoning with my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle, that we will 
also get there, move this to the House 
quickly, and get the men and women of 
the Coast Guard the paychecks they 
are needing. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida). Without objection, 
it is so ordered. 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER ZACHARY CRESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Lieutenant Com-
mander Zachary Cress of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—NOAA—Commissioned Officer 
Corps, who has served as a fellow on 
the Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation Committee for the past year. 

I want to thank Lieutenant Com-
mander Cress for his hard work from 
which the committee greatly benefited. 
His expertise as a ship driver and man-
ager of our Nation’s marine resources 
has meaningfully informed the com-
mittee’s efforts. He has worked on sev-
eral pieces of legislation that have be-
come law, including the National Inte-
grated Drought Information System 
Reauthorization Act of 2018. His con-
tributions have enabled NOAA to carry 
out its missions more effectively. 

Again, I would like to extend my sin-
cere thanks and appreciation to Lieu-
tenant Commander Cress for all of the 
fine work he has done and for his con-
tinued service to our nation. I wish 
him success in the years to come. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 4:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills and joint resolution, 
in which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 190. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to eliminate the inclusion of option 
years in the award price for sole source con-
tracts, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 268. An act making supplemental ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 

H.J. Res. 30. Joint resolution disapproving 
the President’s proposal to take an action 
relating to the application of certain sanc-
tions with respect to the Russian Federa-
tion. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the text of the bill (H.R. 
251) to extend by two years the Chem-
ical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards 
Program of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes, 
and that the House has agreed to the 

amendment of the Senate to the title 
of the aforementioned bill. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 5:25 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 251. An act to extend by 15 months the 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards 
Program of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 190. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to eliminate the inclusion of option 
years in the award price for sole source con-
tracts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following joint resolution was 
read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and placed on the 
calendar: 

H.J. Res. 30. Joint resolution disapproving 
the President’s proposal to take an action 
relating to the application of certain sanc-
tions with respect to the Russian Federa-
tion. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–138. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Anthony R. Ierardi, United States 
Army, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–139. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer 
Financial Protection, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Civil Penalty Inflation Adjustments’’ 
(RIN3170–AA62) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 15, 2019; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–140. A communication from the Pro-
gram Specialist of the Legislative and Regu-
latory Activities Division, Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘OCC Guidelines 
Establishing Standards for Recovery Plan-
ning by Certain Large Insured National 
Banks, Insured Federal Savings Associa-
tions, and Insured Federal Branches; Tech-
nical Amendments’’ (RIN1557–AE51) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on January 16, 2019; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 173. A bill to repeal section 3003 of the 
Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. KING (for himself, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. 
CRAPO): 

S. 174. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a pilot program to identify security 
vulnerabilities of certain entities in the en-
ergy sector; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms. 
HARRIS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. BENNET, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. UDALL, and Mr. SAND-
ERS): 

S. 175. A bill to improve agricultural job 
opportunities, benefits, and security for 
aliens in the United States, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. BLUNT, and Ms. ERNST): 

S. 176. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce the rate of tax on 
estates, gifts, and generation-skipping trans-
fers; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. CRAPO, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. PETERS, Ms. ERNST, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. REED, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mr. THUNE, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. TESTER, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. COONS): 

S. 177. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Small Business Act 
to expand the availability of employee stock 
ownership plans in S corporations, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. COONS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. 
WARREN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. MAR-
KEY, and Mr. KING): 

S. 178. A bill to condemn gross human 
rights violations of ethnic Turkic Muslims in 
Xinjiang, and calling for an end to arbitrary 
detention, torture, and harassment of these 
communities inside and outside China; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr. 
SULLIVAN): 

S. 179. A bill to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to carry out a clinical trial of 
the effects of cannabis on certain health out-
comes of adults with chronic pain and post- 
traumatic stress disorder, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Mr. 
LEE): 

S. 180. A bill to streamline the oil and gas 
permitting process and to recognize fee own-
ership for certain oil and gas drilling or spac-
ing units, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
CARPER): 

S. 181. A bill to establish a national mer-
cury monitoring program, and for other pur-

poses; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, and Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 182. A bill to prohibit discrimination 
against the unborn on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. RISCH, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. SASSE, Mr. MORAN, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. BLUNT, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. ERNST, and 
Mr. DAINES): 

S. 183. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to prohibit governmental dis-
crimination against providers of health serv-
ices that are not involved in abortion; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. 
WARREN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. UDALL, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
REED, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. STABENOW, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. 
MURPHY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. SCHATZ, 
Mr. KAINE, Ms. SMITH, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. ROSEN, 
and Mr. PETERS): 

S. 184. A bill to authorize the appropriation 
of funds to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention for conducting or supporting 
research on firearms safety or gun violence 
prevention; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. COONS, and Mr. REED): 

S. 185. A bill to require certain financial 
assistance under the State energy program 
and the Weatherization Assistance Program 
to be distributed without undue delay to sup-
port State and local high-impact energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy initiatives; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. PERDUE): 

S. 186. A bill to ensure timely completion 
of the concurrent resolution on the budget 
and regular appropriations bills, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. ENZI, Mr. HOEVEN, 
and Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. 187. A bill to require Senate confirma-
tion of the Inspector General of the Bureau 
of Consumer Financial Protection, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. HYDE-SMITH: 
S. 188. A bill to make revenue from certain 

duties imposed on goods imported from the 
People’s Republic of China available for bor-
der security, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 189. A bill to protect the privacy of users 
of social media and other online platforms; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 

BLUNT, Ms. ERNST, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. MCCONNELL, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. SASSE, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. LANKFORD, Mrs. 
FISCHER, and Mr. ENZI): 

S. 190. A bill to amend the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 to prohibit assistance to 
nonprofits, foreign nongovernmental organi-
zations, and quasi-autonomous nongovern-
mental organizations that promote or per-
form abortions; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRUZ, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. KING, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. PETERS, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. 
STABENOW, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 191. A bill to direct the Secretary of De-
fense to include in periodic health assess-
ments, separation history and physical ex-
aminations, and other assessments an eval-
uation of whether a member of the Armed 
Forces has been exposed to open burn pits or 
toxic airborne chemicals, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. REED, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. COONS, 
Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. DURBIN): 

S.J. Res. 4. A joint resolution requiring the 
advice and consent of the Senate or an Act of 
Congress to suspend, terminate, or withdraw 
the United States from the North Atlantic 
Treaty and authorizing related litigation, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 
BLUNT, Ms. ERNST, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. MCCONNELL, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. SASSE, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. LANKFORD, Mrs. 
FISCHER, and Mr. ENZI): 

S. Res. 20. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the Protecting Life 
in Global Health Assistance policy should be 
permanently established; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. Res. 21. A resolution to constitute the 

minority party’s membership on certain 
committees for the One Hundred Sixteenth 
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. Res. 22. A resolution condemning the 
terrorist attack in Nairobi, Kenya on Janu-
ary 15, 2019, and offering sincere condolences 
to all of the victims, their families and 
friends, and the people of Kenya; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mrs. MURRAY, 
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Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
HARRIS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. Res. 23. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of Countering International 
Parental Child Abduction Month and ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that Con-
gress should raise awareness of the harm 
caused by international parental child ab-
duction; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. TESTER): 

S. Res. 24. A resolution supporting a robust 
and modern ICBM force to maximize the 
value of the nuclear triad of the United 
States; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 21 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 21, a bill making con-
tinuing appropriations for Coast Guard 
pay in the event an appropriations act 
expires prior to the enactment of a new 
appropriations act. 

S. 74 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, his name 

was added as a cosponsor of S. 74, a bill 
to prohibit paying Members of Con-
gress during periods during which a 
Government shutdown is in effect, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 75 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 75, a bill to prohibit certain 
business concerns from receiving as-
sistance from the Small Business Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes. 

S. 109 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

names of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY) and the 
Senator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 109, a 
bill to prohibit taxpayer funded abor-
tions. 

S. 113 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER), the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER), the Senator 
from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) and the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 113, a bill to 
appropriate funds for pay and allow-
ances of excepted Federal employees, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 119 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 119, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit tak-
ing minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions. 

S. 131 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 131, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to prohibit 
Federal Medicaid funding for the ad-
ministrative costs of providing health 
benefits to individuals who are unau-
thorized immigrants. 

S. 141 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BRAUN), the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. LEE) and the Senator from Geor-
gia (Mr. PERDUE) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 141, a bill to prohibit Federal 
funding of Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America. 

S. 159 

At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
her name was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 159, a bill to implement equal pro-
tection under the 14th Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States 
for the right to life of each born and 
preborn human person. 

S. 160 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, his name 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 160, a 
bill to amend title 18, United States 
Code, to protect pain-capable unborn 
children, and for other purposes. 

S. 162 

At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 162, a bill to 
provide back pay to low-wage con-
tractor employees, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 165 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 165, a bill to amend chap-
ter 85 of title 5, United States Code, to 
clarify that Federal employees ex-
cepted from a furlough are eligible for 
unemployment compensation. 

S. CON. RES. 1 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 1, a concurrent resolu-
tion calling for credible, transparent, 
and safe elections in Nigeria, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 10 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 10, a resolution honoring the 
life of Richard Arvin Overton. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Ms. HARRIS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
BENNET, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 

MERKLEY, Mr. UDALL, and Mr. 
SANDERS): 

S. 175. A bill to improve agricultural 
job opportunities, benefits, and secu-
rity for aliens in the United States, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to reintroduce legislation 
that would shield farmworkers from 
deportation and put them on a path to 
earned legal status and eventual citi-
zenship. 

By protecting farmworkers from de-
portation, this bill would achieve two 
goals: ensuring that hardworking im-
migrants don’t live in fear and that 
California’s agriculture industry has 
the workforce it needs to survive. 

Under the Agricultural Worker Pro-
gram Act, farmworkers who have 
worked in agriculture for at least 100 
days in each of the past 2 years may 
earn lawful ‘‘blue card’’ status. Farm-
workers who maintain blue card status 
for the next 3 or 5 years, depending on 
the total hours worked in agriculture, 
would be eligible to adjust to a green 
card or legal permanent residency. 
This would provide them with a path to 
citizenship. 

Everywhere I travel in California, I 
hear from farmers, growers and pro-
ducers from all industries—wine, cit-
rus, fruit and tree nuts, dairy—that 
there aren’t enough workers. Farm 
labor is performed almost exclusively 
by immigrants—fact that should sur-
prise no one. In fact, over 90 percent of 
California’s crop workers are immi-
grants, and half are unauthorized. 

Despite their significant contribu-
tions to California’s economy and com-
munities, farmworkers are now a pri-
ority for deportation under this admin-
istration’s shameful policies. We sim-
ply must protect the families who help 
put food on our tables. By providing a 
path to citizenship for these workers 
and their families, the Agricultural 
Worker Program Act will preserve our 
agricultural system. This bill will also 
protect vulnerable workers who should 
not have to live in fear of becoming 
easy enforcement targets. 

It is time to get started on solutions 
for agricultural communities across 
the country. Law-abiding workers 
should not have to fear deportation, 
but should have a path to citizenship 
that recognizes their enormous con-
tribution to American prosperity and 
society. Employers should not have to 
fear that their labor force will be un-
able to return to work as a result of de-
portation. The Agricultural Worker 
Program Act provides the security and 
stability for our farmworkers that is 
necessary to keep the industry strong. 

I would like to thank Representative 
LOFGREN in the House for working with 
me to introduce this legislation today 
in both chambers. I invite my col-
leagues in the Senate to join me in co-
sponsoring the bill and preventing the 
deportation of those who work so hard 
to put food on our tables. 
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By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. 

GARDNER, Mr. REED, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. COONS, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Mr. DURBIN): 

S.J. Res. 4. A joint resolution requir-
ing the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate or an Act of Congress to suspend, 
terminate, or withdraw the United 
States from the North Atlantic Treaty 
and authorizing related litigation, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President. I regret it 
is necessary to re-introduce legislation 
that prevents a President from with-
drawing the United States from NATO. 
Recent reports confirm that President 
Trump has repeatedly proposed doing 
so over the past year. In addition to 
concern over U.S. national security, 
this threat to withdraw also raises im-
portant constitutional issues. What is 
the role of Congress in treaties—not 
just entering into them, but also leav-
ing them? Particularly with a treaty 
obligation that is as central to U.S. se-
curity as NATO—as repeatedly af-
firmed by Congress—no president 
should or can be allowed to unilater-
ally withdraw without the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Our allies with whom we have fought 
alongside since World War II and ear-
lier in some cases, are questioning our 
allegiance for the first time in the his-
tory of the modern international order. 
President Trump has called our Euro-
pean allies ‘‘foes’’ while aligning him-
self with a brutal authoritarian, Vladi-
mir Putin, over the professional assess-
ment of the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity. Last year, at the NATO summit 
in Brussels, the President insulted our 
allies and threatened to leave the alli-
ance if defense spending was not 
ramped up. The President has also 
questioned the U.S. commitment to 
NATO’s mutual defense provision and 
we still do not know what he discussed 
with President Putin at their meeting 
in Helsinki. As such, we are forced to 
ask what options we have to preserve 
U.S. membership in the primary tool of 
peace and stability for the last 70 
years, NATO. 

In response to the only invocation of 
Article 5 of the NATO Treaty, more 
than 1,100 servicemembers from our 
NATO allies have given their lives 
fighting alongside the United States. 
This is a sacrifice that should not be 
cast aside by our President who con-
tinues to depict the alliance as a pro-
tection racket and ‘‘obsolete.’’ While 
we must continue to press every coun-
try to increase defense spending to 
meet the agreed-upon goal of 2 percent 
of GDP by 2024, the President should 
not disparage our allies and threaten 
NATO withdrawal. Unfortunately, 
without action from Congress, he 
might just do so. For this reason, we 
must firmly state opposition, use our 
constitutional powers of advice and 
consent and of the purse to block any 
withdrawal and preemptively authorize 
legal proceedings to challenge any de-
cision to terminate U.S. membership. 

The legislation I am introducing 
today along with Senators GARDNER, 
REED, GRAHAM, COONS, RUBIO, 
BLUMENTHAL, and COLLINS, is a bipar-
tisan message to the President and the 
necessary tool needed to block this 
President, or any President, from uni-
laterally terminating the NATO trea-
ty. It is the position of the Senate, sup-
ported by this Resolution, and previous 
resolutions, including the original vote 
of 82–13 in 1949 to give the Senate’s ad-
vice and consent to join NATO, that 
the United States through its elected 
officials is unequivocally opposed to 
the U.S. withdrawing from NATO. 

I am proud to have bipartisan sup-
port for this bill to ensure that the 
safety of the American people is 
prioritized through our continued 
membership in NATO. Lastly, sup-
porting this bill would fittingly honor 
the late Senator John McCain, one of 
the fiercest advocates for NATO, who 
co-sponsored this bill last year—one of 
the last bills he co-sponsored. I strong-
ly encourage my colleagues in both the 
Senate and the House of Representa-
tive to support this legislation. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 20—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE PROTECTING 
LIFE IN GLOBAL HEALTH AS-
SISTANCE POLICY SHOULD BE 
PERMANENTLY ESTABLISHED 

Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. BLUNT, Ms. ERNST, 
Mr. DAINES, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. HAWLEY, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. 
SASSE, Mr. COTTON, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr. 
ENZI) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 20 

Whereas section 104(f) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151b(f)) (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Helms amend-
ment’’) states that no foreign assistance 
funds may be used to pay for the perform-
ance of abortion as a method of family plan-
ning or to motivate or coerce any person to 
practice abortions; 

Whereas section 518 of the Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2006 (Public Law 
109–102; 119 Stat. 2202) (commonly referred to 
as the ‘‘Siljander Amendment’’) states that 
no foreign assistance funds may be used to 
lobby for or against abortion; 

Whereas, in 1984, President Ronald Reagan 
established the ‘‘Mexico City Policy,’’ which 
prohibits foreign aid for family planning pur-
poses from being given to foreign nongovern-
mental organizations that perform abortions 
or actively promote abortion as a method of 
family planning, regardless of the source of 
funding; 

Whereas, upon assuming office on January 
20, 1989, President George H.W. Bush contin-

ued to enforce the Mexico City Policy as es-
tablished by President Reagan; 

Whereas the Mexico City Policy was rees-
tablished on January 22, 2001, by President 
George W. Bush; 

Whereas, on January 23, 2009, President 
Barack Obama rescinded the Mexico City 
Policy; 

Whereas, on January 23, 2017, President 
Donald J. Trump reestablished the Mexico 
City Policy and directed the Secretary of 
State to apply the policy to all Federal glob-
al health assistance; and 

Whereas the Department of State modern-
ized the Mexico City Policy on May 15, 2017, 
renamed ‘‘Protecting Life in Global Health 
Assistance,’’ to cover all health assistance 
provided abroad by a Federal agency, includ-
ing the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, the Department of 
State, and the Department of Defense: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that Congress should expeditiously consider 
statutory changes that permanently codify 
the Protecting Life in Global Health Assist-
ance policy. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 21—TO CON-
STITUTE THE MINORITY PAR-
TY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CERTAIN 
COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE HUN-
DRED SIXTEENTH CONGRESS, OR 
UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS ARE 
CHOSEN 
Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 21 
Resolved, That the following shall con-

stitute the minority party’s membership on 
the following committees for the One Hun-
dred Sixteenth Congress, or until their suc-
cessors are chosen: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RE-
SOURCES: Mr. Manchin, Mr. Wyden, Ms. Cant-
well, Mr. Sanders, Ms. Stabenow, Mr. Hein-
rich, Ms. Hirono, Mr. King, Ms. Cortez 
Masto. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 22—CON-
DEMNING THE TERRORIST AT-
TACK IN NAIROBI, KENYA ON 
JANUARY 15, 2019, AND OFFERING 
SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO ALL 
OF THE VICTIMS, THEIR FAMI-
LIES AND FRIENDS, AND THE 
PEOPLE OF KENYA 
Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 

YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 22 

Whereas, on January 15, 2019, attackers 
launched a 19-hour siege on the 14 Riverside 
complex and Dusit D2 hotel complex in 
Nairobi, Kenya, opening fire and detonating 
suicide bombs; 

Whereas at least 21 people were killed, and 
many others were injured or remain unac-
counted for; 

Whereas, among those killed was Jason 
Spindler, a United States citizen; 

Whereas the Somalia-based extremist 
group al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for 
the attack; 

Whereas the United States has a deep and 
abiding interest in the security and stability 
of Kenya, a key partner to the United States 
in the war on terror; and 

Whereas respect for human rights, due 
process, and the rule of law is essential to 
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the success of any counterterrorism strat-
egy: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the horrific attack on the 14 

Riverside complex and Dusit D2 hotel com-
plex in Nairobi, Kenya; 

(2) expresses its deepest condolences to the 
victims of this attack and their families and 
friends; 

(3) wishes a quick recovery to all who were 
injured; 

(4) expresses solidarity with the people of 
Kenya; 

(5) stands with the Government of Kenya 
as it works to combat violent extremism; 

(6) urges the United States Government to 
take the necessary actions to help the Gov-
ernment of Kenya investigate the attack and 
swiftly bring the perpetrators of this attack 
to justice; 

(7) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment and international partners to continue 
to support efforts to improve Kenya’s crisis 
response management, and to train and 
equip Kenyan security forces to respond to 
violent extremism; and 

(8) upholds its commitment to fight and 
defeat terrorism. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 23—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF COUNTERING INTER-
NATIONAL PARENTAL CHILD AB-
DUCTION MONTH AND EXPRESS-
ING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE 
THAT CONGRESS SHOULD RAISE 
AWARENESS OF THE HARM 
CAUSED BY INTERNATIONAL PA-
RENTAL CHILD ABDUCTION 

Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
HARRIS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. 
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 23 

Whereas thousands of children in the 
United States have been abducted from the 
United States by parents, separating those 
children from their parents who remain in 
the United States; 

Whereas it is illegal under section 1204 of 
title 18, United States Code, to remove, or 
attempt to remove, a child from the United 
States or retain a child (who has been in the 
United States) outside of the United States 
with the intent to obstruct the lawful exer-
cise of parental rights; 

Whereas more than 9,127 children experi-
enced international parental child abduction 
between 2008 and 2015; 

Whereas, during 2017, one or more cases of 
international parental child abduction in-
volving children who are citizens of the 
United States were identified in 105 coun-
tries around the world; 

Whereas the United States is a party to the 
Convention on the Civil Aspects of Inter-
national Child Abduction, done at the Hague, 
October 25, 1980 (TIAS 11670) (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘Hague Convention on 
Abduction’’), which— 

(1) supports the prompt return of wrongly 
removed or retained children; and 

(2) calls for all participating parties to re-
spect parental custody rights; 

Whereas the majority of children who were 
abducted from the United States have yet to 
be reunited with their custodial parents; 

Whereas, during 2017, Argentina, the Baha-
mas, Brazil, China, the Dominican Republic, 

Ecuador, India, Japan, Jordan, Morocco, 
Peru, and the United Arab Emirates were 
identified under the Sean and David Gold-
man International Child Abduction Preven-
tion and Return Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 9101 et 
seq.) as engaging in a pattern of noncompli-
ance; 

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United 
States has recognized that family abduc-
tion— 

(1) is a form of child abuse with potentially 
‘‘devastating consequences for a child’’, 
which may include negative impacts on the 
physical and mental well-being of the child; 
and 

(2) can cause a child to ‘‘experience a loss 
of community and stability, leading to lone-
liness, anger, and fear of abandonment’’; 

Whereas, according to the 2010 Report on 
Compliance with the Hague Convention on 
the Civil Aspects of International Child Ab-
duction by the Department of State, re-
search shows that an abducted child is at 
risk of significant short- and long-term prob-
lems, including ‘‘anxiety, eating problems, 
nightmares, mood swings, sleep disturb-
ances, [and] aggressive behavior’’; 

Whereas international parental child ab-
duction has devastating emotional con-
sequences for the child and for the parent 
from whom the child is separated; 

Whereas the United States has a history of 
promoting child welfare through institutions 
including— 

(1) in the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Children’s Bureau of 
the Administration for Children and Fami-
lies; and 

(2) in the Department of State, the Office 
of Children’s Issues of the Bureau of Con-
sular Affairs; 

Whereas Congress has signaled a commit-
ment to ending international parental child 
abduction by enacting the International 
Child Abduction Remedies Act (22 U.S.C. 9001 
et seq.), the International Parental Kidnap-
ping Crime Act of 1993 (Public Law 103–173), 
which enacted section 1204 of title 18, United 
States Code, and the Sean and David Gold-
man International Child Abduction Preven-
tion and Return Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 9101 et 
seq.); 

Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-
lution 543, 112th Congress, on December 4, 
2012, which— 

(1) condemns international parental child 
abduction; 

(2) urges countries identified by the De-
partment of State as noncompliant with the 
Hague Convention on Abduction to fulfill the 
commitment those countries made to imple-
ment such treaty; and 

(3) expresses the sense of the Senate that 
the United States should— 

(A) pursue the return, by all appropriate 
means, of each child abducted by a parent 
to another country; 

(B) if a child is abducted by a parent and 
not returned to the United States, facili-
tate access to the abducted child for the 
parent remaining in the United States; and 

(C) ‘‘where appropriate, seek the extra-
dition of the parent that abducted the 
child’’; 
Whereas the Senate adopted Senate Reso-

lution 431, 115th Congress, on April 19, 2018, 
which— 

(1) raises awareness and promotes edu-
cation about international parental child ab-
duction; 

(2) recognizes the impacts on children who 
are victims of international parental abduc-
tions; and 

(3) expresses the sense of the Senate that 
the United States should— 

(A) continue to raise awareness and op-
position on international parental child 
abduction; 

(B) facilitate access to the abducted 
child for the parent remaining in the 
United States; and 

(C) urge countries to comply with the re-
quest to bring children home to the United 
States; 
Whereas all 50 States and the District of 

Columbia have enacted laws criminalizing 
parental kidnapping; 

Whereas, in 2017, the Prevention Branch of 
the Office of Children’s Issues of the Depart-
ment of State— 

(1) fielded more than 3,500 inquiries from 
the general public relating to preventing a 
child from being removed from the United 
States; and 

(2) enrolled more than 4,404 children in the 
Children’s Passport Issuance Alert Program, 
which— 

(A) is one of the most important tools of 
the Department of State for preventing 
international parental child abductions; 
and 

(B) allows the Office of Children’s Issues 
to contact the enrolling parent or legal 
guardian to verify whether the parental 
consent requirement has been met when a 
passport application has been submitted 
for an enrolled child; 
Whereas, the Department of State cannot 

track the ultimate destination of a child 
through the use of the passport of the child 
issued by the Department of State if the 
child is transported to a third country after 
departing from the United States; 

Whereas a child who is a citizen of the 
United States may have another nationality 
and may travel using a passport issued by 
another country, which— 

(1) increases the difficulty in determining 
the whereabouts of the child; and 

(2) makes efforts to prevent abductions 
more critical; and 

Whereas, in 2017, the Department of Home-
land Security, in coordination with the Pre-
vention Branch of the Office of Children’s 
Issues of the Department of State, enrolled 
210 children in a program aimed at pre-
venting international parental child abduc-
tion: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and observes ‘‘Countering 

International Parental Child Abduction 
Month’’ during the period beginning on April 
1, 2019, and ending on April 30, 2019, to raise 
awareness of, and opposition to, inter-
national parental child abduction; and 

(2) urges the United States to continue 
playing a leadership role in raising aware-
ness about the devastating impacts of inter-
national parental child abduction by edu-
cating the public about the negative emo-
tional, psychological, and physical con-
sequences to children and parents victimized 
by international parental child abduction. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 24—SUP-
PORTING A ROBUST AND MOD-
ERN ICBM FORCE TO MAXIMIZE 
THE VALUE OF THE NUCLEAR 
TRIAD OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. TESTER) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed 
Services: 

S. RES. 24 

Whereas land-based intercontinental bal-
listic missiles (in this preamble referred to 
as ‘‘ICBMs’’) have been a critical part of the 
strategic deterrent of the United States for 6 
decades in conjunction with air and sea- 
based strategic delivery systems; 
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Whereas President John F. Kennedy re-

ferred to the deployment of the first Minute-
man missile during the Cuban Missile Crisis 
as his ‘‘ace in the hole’’; 

Whereas the Minuteman III missile entered 
service in 1970 and is still deployed in 2019, 
well beyond its originally intended service 
life; 

Whereas the ICBM force of the United 
States peaked at more than 1,200 deployed 
missiles during the Cold War; 

Whereas the ICBM force of the United 
States currently consists of approximately 
400 Minuteman III missiles deployed across 
450 operational missile silos, each carrying a 
single warhead; 

Whereas the Russian Federation currently 
deploys at least 300 ICBMs with multiple 
warheads loaded on each missile and has an-
nounced plans to replace its Soviet-era sys-
tems with modernized ICBMs; 

Whereas the People’s Republic of China 
currently deploys at least 75 ICBMs and 
plans to grow its ICBM force through the de-
ployment of modernized, road-mobile ICBMs 
that carry multiple warheads; 

Whereas the Russian Federation and the 
People’s Republic of China deploy nuclear 
weapons across a variety of platforms in ad-
dition to their ICBM forces; 

Whereas numerous countries possess or are 
seeking to develop nuclear weapons capabili-
ties that pose challenges to the nuclear de-
terrence of the United States; 

Whereas the nuclear deterrent of the 
United States is comprised of a triad of de-
livery systems for nuclear weapons, includ-
ing submarine-launched ballistic missiles (in 
this preamble referred to as ‘‘SLBMs’’), air- 
delivered gravity bombs and cruise missiles, 
and land-based ballistic missiles that provide 
interlocking and mutually reinforcing at-
tributes that enhance strategic deterrence; 

Whereas weakening one leg of the triad 
limits the deterrent value of the other legs 
of the triad; 

Whereas, in the nuclear deterrent of the 
United States, ICBMs provide commanders 
with the most prompt response capability, 
SLBMs provide stealth and survivability, 
and aircraft armed with nuclear weapons 
provide flexibility; 

Whereas the ICBM force of the United 
States forces any would-be attacker to con-
front more than 400 discrete targets, thus 
creating an effectively insurmountable tar-
geting problem for a potential adversary; 

Whereas the size, dispersal, and global 
reach of the ICBM force of the United States 
ensures that no adversary can escalate a cri-
sis beyond the ability of the United States to 
respond; 

Whereas a potential attacker would be 
forced to expend far more warheads to de-
stroy the ICBMs of the United States than 
the United States would lose in an attack, 
because of the deployment of a single war-
head on each ICBM of the United States; 

Whereas the ICBM force provides a per-
sistent deterrent capability that reinforces 
strategic stability; 

Whereas ICBMs are the cheapest delivery 
system for nuclear weapons for the United 
States to operate and maintain; 

Whereas United States Strategic Command 
has validated military requirements for the 
unique capabilities of ICBMs; 

Whereas, in a 2014 analysis of alternatives, 
the Air Force concluded that replacing the 
Minuteman III missile would provide up-
graded capabilities at lower cost when com-
pared with extending the service life of the 
Minuteman III missile; and 

Whereas the Minuteman III replacement 
program, known as the ground-based stra-
tegic deterrent, is expected to provide a 
land-based strategic deterrent capability for 

5 decades after the program enters service: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that land-based interconti-

nental ballistic missiles (in this resolution 
referred to as ‘‘ICBMs’’) have certain charac-
teristics, including responsiveness, persist-
ence, and dispersal, that enhance strategic 
stability and magnify the deterrent value of 
the air and sea-based legs of the nuclear 
triad of the United States; 

(2) emphasizes the role that ICBMs have 
played and continue to play in deterring at-
tacks on the United States and its allies; 

(3) observes that while arms control agree-
ments have reduced the size of the ICBM 
force of the United States, adversaries of the 
United States continue to enhance, enlarge, 
and modernize their ICBM forces; 

(4) supports the modernization of the ICBM 
force of the United States through the 
ground-based strategic deterrent program; 

(5) highlights that ICBMs have the lowest 
operation, maintenance, and modernization 
costs of any part of the nuclear deterrent of 
the United States; and 

(6) opposes efforts to unilaterally reduce 
the size of the ICBM force of the United 
States or delay the implementation of the 
ground-based strategic deterrent program, 
which would degrade the deterrent capabili-
ties of a fully operational and modernized 
nuclear triad. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Jason Smith 
and Alison Graab, fellows at the Senate 
Commerce Committee, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the 
116th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEDICAID EXTENDERS ACT OF 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 259, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 259) to extend the Medicaid 
Money Follows the Person Rebalancing dem-
onstration, to extend protection for Medicaid 
recipients of home and community-based 
services against spousal impoverishment, 
and for other purposes 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 259) was passed. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that the motion to reconsider 

be considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD 
ARVIN OVERTON 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration and the Senate 
now proceed to S. Res. 10. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 10) honoring the life 
of Richard Arvin Overton. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 10) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of January 8, 
2019, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CONSTITUTING THE MINORITY 
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE 
HUNDRED SIXTEENTH CONGRESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 21, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 21) to constitute the 
minority party’s membership on certain 
committees for the One Hundred Sixteenth 
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 21) was agreed 
to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 
18, 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
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Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Friday, January 
18; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
to S. 1. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:32 p.m., 
adjourned until Friday, January 18, 
2019, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

THOMAS A. SUMMERS, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFE-
TY BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 18, 2020, VICE 
SEAN SULLIVAN, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

MARK LEE GREENBLATT, OF MARYLAND, TO BE IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
VICE EARL E. DEVANEY, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

DONALD W. WASHINGTON, OF TEXAS, TO BE DIRECTOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE, VICE 
STACIA A. HYLTON. 

THE JUDICIARY 

GREG GIRARD GUIDRY, OF LOUISIANA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT 
OF LOUISIANA, VICE KURT D. ENGELHARDT, ELEVATED. 

JAMES WESLEY HENDRIX, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT 
OF TEXAS, VICE SAM R. CUMMINGS, RETIRED. 

SEAN D. JORDAN, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, 
VICE RICHARD A. SCHELL, RETIRED. 

MICHAEL T. LIBURDI, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA, VICE DAVID G. CAMPBELL, RETIRED. 

MARK T. PITTMAN, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
TEXAS, VICE JOHN H. MCBRYDE, RETIRED. 

PETER D. WELTE, OF NORTH DAKOTA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF NORTH 
DAKOTA, VICE RALPH R. ERICKSON, ELEVATED. 
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