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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
B0O0ZMAN, a Senator from the State of
Arkansas.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, the light of under-
standing, the nobility of diction, and
the faith of the brave, our hope is in
Your unfailing love and mercy.

As trouble surrounds us and problems
pile up high, remind our lawmakers of
the words of Jesus of Nazareth in Mat-
thew 12:25: “Every Kkingdom divided
against itself is brought to desolation;
and every city or house divided against
itself shall not stand.” Lord, give our
lawmakers constancy and steadiness of
purpose that they may work for Your
glory. May they not be unfaithful in
their service to You and country or
procrastinate in confronting evil.

Have mercy upon us, O God, and this
land we love.

We pray in Your awesome Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 18, 2019.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN BOOZMAN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Arkansas, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BOOZMAN thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———————

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SE-
CURITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
ACT OF 2019—Motion to Proceed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to S. 1, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to the consideration of
S. 1, a bill to make improvements to certain
defense and security assistance provisions
and to authorize the appropriation of funds
to Israel, to reauthorize the United States-
Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of 2015, and
to halt the wholesale slaughter of the Syrian
people, and for other purposes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Virginia.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss where we stand as a
nation and as a Senate on day 28 of the
longest shutdown in the history of the

United States. Following my com-
ments, I will offer by UC to pull one of
the House bills up, and I understand
the Senator from Oklahoma will be
here to respond to that.

We were not scheduled to be in ses-
sion today. We were supposed to ad-
journ yesterday and then reconvene on
Monday, January 28, but I objected to
the adjournment, just as I did last
weekend, because our government is
closed. So we will be in today and to-
morrow, off Sunday and Monday in
honor of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
then return on Tuesday, January 22.

I offer a partial apology to my col-
leagues and to our professional Senate
staff for any inconvenience they expe-
rience because we will be in session
during a time when there had been a
scheduled recess. I have never objected
to the normal weekly adjournment be-
fore last week, and I cannot imagine
doing so under normal circumstances.
But my apology is only partial because
the inconvenience experienced by any-
one in this Chamber—Senate or profes-
sional staff—pales in comparison to the
pain that this shutdown inflicts upon
workers who are not getting paid, citi-
zens who are not being served, and a
nation whose reputation is being dam-
aged. We are made to look like a laugh-
ing stock by this needless shutdown,
and the enemies of America around the
world are enjoying this immensely,
just as our allies are deeply worried
about us.

Despite what some believe and de-
spite the impression that some may
draw from recent history in the article
I branch, I do not believe the shut-
tering of the government of the United
States is a normal circumstance, and I,
for one, will do anything I can to fight
against the normalization of the status
we find ourselves in today. That is why
I am here today. That is why I will be
here tomorrow. That is why I will be
here all next week. If our government
is closed, I will be here trying to open
it.
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