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A young Martin managed to find a dream,
one that he pieced together from his read-
ings—in the Bible, and literature, and just
about any other book he could get his hands
on.

And not only did those books help him edu-
cate himself, but they also allowed him to
work through the destructive and traumatic ex-
periences of blatant discrimination, and the
discriminatory abuse inflicted on himself, his
family, and his people.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that we
celebrate here today could have turned out to
be just another African-American who would
have had to learn to be happy with what he
had, and what he was allowed.

But he learned to use his imagination and
his dreams to see right through those “White
Only” signs—to see the reality that all men,
and women, regardless of their place of origin,
their gender, or their creed, are created equal.

Through his studies, Dr. King learned that
training his mind and broadening his intellect
effectively shielded him from the demoralizing
effects of segregation and discrimination.

Dr. King was a dreamer and his dreams
were a tool through which he was able to lift
his mind beyond the reality of his segregated
society, and into a realm where it was pos-
sible that white and black, red and brown, and
all others live and work alongside each other
and prosper.

But the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was
not an idle daydreamer.

He shared his visions through speeches that
motivated others to join in his nonviolent effort
to lift themselves from poverty and isolation by
creating a new America where equal justice
and institutions were facts of life.

In the Declaration of Independence in 1776,
Thomas Jefferson wrote, “We hold these
truths to be self evident, that all Men are Cre-
ated Equal.”

At that time and for centuries to come, Afri-
can-Americans were historically, culturally, and
legally excluded from inclusion in that declara-
tion.

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King's “I Have
a Dream” Speech, delivered 56 years ago this
year, on August 28, 1963, was a clarion call
to each citizen of this great nation that we still
hear today.

His request was simply and eloquently con-
veyed—he asked America to allow of its citi-
zens to live out the words written in its Dec-
laration of Independence and to have a place
in this nation’s Bill of Rights.

The 1960s were a time of great crisis and
conflict.

The dreams of the people of this country
were filled with troubling images that arose
like lava from the nightmares of violence and
the crises they had to face, both domestically
and internationally.

It was the decade of the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis, the Vietnam War, and the assassinations
of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Mal-
colm X, Presidential Candidate Robert Ken-
nedy, and the man we honor here today.

Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream helped us
turn the corner on civil rights.

It started when Dr. King led the Montgomery
Bus Boycott, with Rosa Parks and others,
which lasted for 381 days, and ended when
the United States Supreme Court outlawed ra-
cial segregation on all public transportation.

But the dream did not die there.

It continued with a peaceful march for suf-
frage that started in Selma, Alabama on
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March 7, 1965—a march that ended with vio-
lence at the hands of law enforcement officers
as the marchers crossed the Edmund Pettus
Bridge.

Dr. King used several nonviolent tactics to
protest against Jim Crow Laws in the South
and he organized and led demonstrations for
desegregation, labor and voting rights.

On April 4, 1967, at Riverside Church in
New York City, he spoke out against the Viet-
nam War, when he saw the devastation that
his nation was causing abroad and the effect
that it had on the American men and women
sent overseas.

When the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King was stolen from us, he was a very young
39 years old.

People remember that Dr. King died in
Memphis, but few can remember why he was
there.

On that fateful day in 1968 Dr. King came
to Memphis to support a strike by the city’s
sanitation workers.

The garbage men there had recently formed
a chapter of the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees to demand
better wages and working conditions.

But the city refused to recognize their union,
and when the 1,300 employees walked off
their jobs the police broke up the rally with
mace and Billy clubs.

It was then that union leaders invited Dr.
King to Memphis.

Despite the danger he might face entering
such a volatile situation, it was an invitation he
could not refuse.

Not because he longed for danger, but be-
cause the labor movement was intertwined
with the civil rights movement for which he
had given up so many years of his life.

The death of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., will never overshadow his life.

That is his legacy as a dreamer and a man
of action.

It is a legacy of hope, tempered with peace.

It is a legacy not quite yet fulfilled.

| hope that Dr. King’'s vision of equality
under the law is never lost to us, who in the
present, toil in times of unevenness in our
equality.

For without that vision—without that
dream—we can never continue to improve on
the human condition.

For those who have already forgotten, or
whose vision is already clouded with the fog of
complacency, | would like to recite the immor-
tal words of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.:

I have a dream that one day on the red
hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and
the sons of former slave owners will be able
to sit down together at the table of brother-
hood.

I have a dream that one day even the State
of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the
heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis
of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children
will one day live in a nation where they will
not be judged by the color of their skin, but
for the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day down in Ala-
bama with its vicious racists, with its Gov-
ernor having his lips dripping with words of
interposition and nullification—one day
right there in Alabama, little black boys and
black girls will be able to join hands with lit-
tle white boys and white girls as sisters and
brothers.
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I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley
shall be exalted, every hill and mountain
shall be made low, the rough place will be
made plain and the crooked places will be
made straight, and the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to-
gether.

Dr. King’'s dream did not stop at racial
equality, his ultimate dream was one of human
equality and dignity.

There is no doubt that Dr. King wished and
worked for freedom and justice for every indi-
vidual in America.

He was in the midst of planning the 1968
Poor People’s Campaign for Jobs and Justice
when he was struck down by the dark deed of
an assassin on April 4, 1968.

It is for us, the living, to continue that fight
today and forever, in the great spirit that in-
spired the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

———

HONORING STEPHEN OWEN
HEDSTROM

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, January 22, 2019

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the Honor-
able Stephen Owen Hedstrom on his retire-
ment from the bench after forty-two years of
exceptional and diligent public service to the
people of Lake County, California.

Judge Hedstrom was born in Oak Park, llli-
nois and graduated from Salesian High School
in Richmond, California in 1966. He earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in 1970 from the
University of San Fransisco and a Juris Doc-
torate from the Hastings College of Law at the
University of California in 1974. Judge
Hedstrom began his career in 1975 as a pri-
vate practice attorney and contract public de-
fender in Lakeport. In 1976 he became the
Deputy District Attorney in Lake County, a po-
sition he held until 1986. From 1987 to 1999
Judge Hedstrom served as the District Attor-
ney of Lake County. In 2001, Judge Hedstrom
was appointed Lake County Superior Court
Judge, a position in which he has served
since.

Throughout his career, Judge Hedstrom has
remained humble and focused on public serv-
ice and the greater good. Additionally, he has
spent his free time giving back to our commu-
nity. He coached Little League and youth soc-
cer teams, was active in his local Lions Club
chapter and was a member of his local Peace
Officers Association while he served as a Dis-
trict Attorney.

Madam Speaker, Judge Hedstrom is a
model public servant who has dedicated his
career to public service. It is therefore fitting
and proper that we honor Stephen Hedstrom
here today.

———

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2019

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 22, 2019

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise in strong support of the FY 2019 Financial
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