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So on today’s anniversary of the Roe 

v. Wade decision; let’s listen to the 
words of Carl Anderson, leader of the 
Knights of Columbus, who said: 

‘‘What greater legacy can a person 
have than to save a child’s life?’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROGER MOSS 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize my good 
friend, Mr. Roger Moss, who is stepping 
down as director of the Savannah Chil-
dren’s Choir. 

Mr. Moss started the Savannah Chil-
dren’s Choir in 2006, with 30 kids, aim-
ing to transform children into con-
fident leaders through music edu-
cation. Now, the choir is booming. It 
mentors hundreds of students, and the 
choir has gone on to award-winning 
performances throughout Europe. 

The choir has brought children of di-
verse backgrounds together for a com-
mon purpose, winning praise from 
countless parents, who have seen sig-
nificant improvements in their chil-
dren’s ambitions, demeanor, creativity, 
and much more. 

I thank Mr. Moss for his important 
work in the Savannah community. 
However, I understand his work will 
continue as he is beginning a new 
school: the Savannah Exploratory 
Charter Academy. We are, indeed, very 
fortunate in Savannah that Roger Moss 
has adopted us as his home and brought 
his immense talents with him. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Mr. Moss the 
best of luck with his new project. 

f 

HONORING AL TOWNS 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, 10 years 
and 17 days ago, I was given the honor 
of working for the people of Texas 22 in 
Washington, D.C. They are my bosses. 
And one of my bosses was born on Jan-
uary 30 of 1918. His name is Al Towns. 

Al was alive during World War I. Al 
fought in World War II. He started as a 
lowly private. Twenty-two years later, 
he retired as an O–6, a full bird colonel. 

Al then joined NASA and helped us 
go to the Moon in 1969. 

At Al’s 101st birthday party next 
week, I am sure he will share pearls of 
wisdom, like: ‘‘If you want to get some-
thing done, give it to a woman. She 
may step on some toes, but she will get 
it done.’’ Or, the key to living to 101 
years old: ‘‘Don’t think too far ahead.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Texas 22 says to Al, 
‘‘Roger that. Wilco. Happy birthday.’’ 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support for Na-
tional School Choice Week, because I 
believe that every family should be 
able to choose a school that is right for 
their children’s needs. 

School choice is important because it 
gives families the autonomy and free-
dom to do what is in their own chil-
dren’s best interests. It also creates 
competition and education, through 
which we can really begin to achieve 
excellence and innovation. 

There is enough evidence to suggest 
that competition created by more edu-
cation options increases college readi-
ness and better prepares many students 
for life after the classroom. 

It opens up balanced opportunities 
for students and their families, wheth-
er that is traditional public schools, 
public charter schools, public magnet 
schools, private schools, online acad-
emies, or other alternatives. That is 
because what may be right for one fam-
ily and their children may not be right 
for their neighbors’ kids. 

National School Choice Week recog-
nizes the need for families to make 
that decision for themselves. Your 
child only goes each step in their edu-
cation one time. Let’s make the most 
of each year of a child’s education op-
portunity, not subject them to experi-
ments. 
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

HORSFORD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, it is 
time for us to, once again, ponder the 
inevitable: that the government of the 
United States is important in this 
world; that the strongest country in 
the entire world ought to have the 
strongest operating government; that 
all across this globe people once looked 
to America as the symbol of leadership, 
as the symbol of opportunity, as the 
country where things got done, and a 
government that functioned, sort of 
functioned. We have had our ups and 
downs, but really the United States 
was always a symbol that other coun-
tries would point to and say: Well, 
there is a democracy. It has its ups and 
downs, but it has worked. It has been a 
place where we could look to for lead-
ership. 

We are now 32 days into the shut-
down of the government of the most 
important country in the world. 

What in the world is our President 
thinking? What is going on here? How 
did we come to this situation? 

Before we get into all of the harm 
that is being done by this government 
shutdown, let’s understand how we got 
here. 

Every January, early February, the 
administration—the President—puts 

forward his proposed budget for the 
coming year. The House and the Senate 
take that under submission and begin 
the process of preparing the appropria-
tions and the laws, the changes to 
enact, or not enact, the proposals that 
the President has put forth. 

b 1930 
In that submission, President Trump 

proposed $1.6 billion for border secu-
rity. The House looked at it, the Sen-
ate looked at it, and, ultimately, the 
Senate passed an appropriation of $1.6 
billion. 

Unfortunately, that appropriation 
was caught up in other debates and 
other arguments, and the Department 
of Homeland Security that was sup-
posed to receive the $1.6 billion, to-
gether with the Department of the In-
terior, the EPA, Department of Trans-
portation, Department of Justice, and 
several other agencies, was not funded 
for the whole year but, rather, funded 
from October 1 until the following 
Thanksgiving. 

Then an additional CR, continuing 
resolution, was passed until December 
11, and that $1.6 billion was part of that 
discussion. On December 10, maybe De-
cember 11, the Senate unanimously 
passed another continuing resolution 
that had $1.6 billion in it, and that con-
tinuing resolution was to go until Feb-
ruary 8. 

The next morning, when that bill ar-
rived over here in the House of Rep-
resentatives to be taken up and to pass 
through to keep the government open 
until February, in the intervening 13 
hours, something happened. The Presi-
dent changed his mind and said, not 
$1.6 billion. He demanded $5 billion. 
And in a conference at the White House 
with the leaders, he said: ‘‘If we don’t 
get what we want . . . I am proud to 
shut down the government . . . I will 
take the mantle. . . . ’’ 

So on that morning of the 11th, the 
House of Representatives amended the 
bill and said, nope, it is not $1.6 billion. 
It is $5 billion, because that is what the 
President wanted, and the government 
shut down. 

I thank the President. At the very 
last moment, he changed the game: not 
$1.6 billion, which we were prepared to 
accept and keep the government open, 
but $5 billion, and the government 
shut. 

In the intervening days, as the de-
bate went on, the $5 billion grew to $5.7 
billion for a border wall. 

Now, don’t misunderstand. Changes 
during the course of a year are com-
mon, and it is common for the adminis-
tration to make a change in its budget. 
That is called a budget change pro-
posal. 

It comes to the Congress, the House 
and the Senate, with all of the rea-
sons—a big stack of paper—all of the 
reasons why the change should take 
place: some new; something happened 
and we have got to deal with it; or, we 
need more money for this. And a budg-
et change proposal comes to us with all 
of the justification. 
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