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HONORING NOAH BECKERT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Noah Beckert.
Noah is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Noah has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Noah has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Noah
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Noah Beckert for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, on January
23, 2019, | was unable to be present for the
vote on the motion to recommit on H.R. 648,
offered by Rep. GRANGER of Texas. Had |
been present for roll call No. 48, | would have
voted “NAY.”

| was also unable to be present for the vote
on passage of H.R. 648, offered by Rep.
Lowey of New York. Had | been present for
roll call No. 49, | would have voted “AYE.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, | had an
unavoidable family commitment and so |
missed Roll Call vote number 44 regarding the
“NATO Support Act (H.R. 676).” Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

| missed Roll Call vote number 45 regarding
the “Hack Your State Department Act (H.R.
328).” Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes.”

| missed Roll Call vote number 46 regarding
the “Making further continuing appropriations
for fiscal year 2019, and for other purposes
(H.J. Res. 28).” Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

| missed Roll Call vote number 47 regarding
the “Rule Provided for Consideration of H.R.
648 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2019
and H.J. Res. 31 Making further Continuing
Appropriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for Fiscal Year 2019 (H. Res.
61).” Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes.”

| missed Roll Call vote number 48 regarding
the “Motion to Recommit on H. R. 648 Con-
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solidated Appropriations Act, 2019, | would
have voted “no.”

I missed Roll Call vote number 49 regarding
the “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2019
(H.R. 648).” Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”

HONORING ZARIUS BUHARIVALA
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Zarius
Buharivala. Zarius is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1376, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Zarius has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Zarius has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Zarius has been an Assistant Senior Patrol
Leader, become a Brotherhood member of the
Order of the Arrow, and a Fire Builder in the
Tribe of Mic—O-Say. Zarius has also contrib-
uted to his community through his Eagle Scout
project. Zarius designed and built an edu-
cational hydroponic and aquaponic exhibit for
Martha Lafite Thompson Nature Sanctuary.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Zarius Buharivala for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——————

HONORING MICHAEL “BIG MIKE”
PHILLIPS

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise with great admiration to honor the efforts
of a humble hero in San Diego and our
LGBTQ community, Michael “Big Mike” Phil-
lips.

Big Mike may have received his namesake
due to his tall stature, but there is nothing big-
ger about him than his enormous heart. Those
who have had the pleasure to cross paths with
Big Mike know him as a warm, empathetic,
and gregarious soul, dedicated to improving
the lives of others. He has a unique way of
welcoming total strangers and making them
feel included, loved, and a part of our commu-
nity.

Throughout over four decades working in all
aspects of the hospitality industry, Big Mike
has come to be an expert in the art of serving
others. Whether he’s serving food and bev-
erages to friends or new friends, hosting a
charitable event, or photographing history in
the making, his main concern is always the
happiness and fulfillment of the people around
him.

Big Mike’s selflessness may be what helps
to make him such a talented photographer.
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When he looks through a lens, his focus re-
mains solely on the people and the moment.
He has captured local historic LGBTQ events,
multiple LGBTQ Marches on Washington, and
even photographed four living U.S. Presidents
and First Ladies at the opening of the Clinton
Library.

In all endeavors, Big Mike gives one hun-
dred percent of his head and his heart. He
has contributed to so many charitable organi-
zations that | could not possibly list them all.
When Special Delivery San Diego, a nonprofit
that provides meals to individuals living with
HIV/AIDS, was in need of funding, he inspired
128 other bartenders to enroll in an effort to
donate to the program. He has the rare ability
to inspire others to be a part of something
greater than themselves. Using this skill, Big
Mike helped to found Ordinary Miracles and
The Rob Benzon Foundation, two non-profits
with the mission of welcoming individuals to
add their own light to the world that when
joined together, illuminates and eases the
needs of the abused, sick, and hungry.

When leaders in our community search for
a sense of direction and initiative, they often
look no further than Big Mike—which can ex-
plain why he has been appointed to serve on
community advisory boards under almost
every single mayor in recent San Diego his-
tory.

Though he has lived an accomplished life,
Big Mike is quick to give credit to his caring
adoptive parents, his loyal friends, and all who
have supported him along the way. It is ex-
ceptional to find a person who has carried out
their career and lived their life almost entirely
for the benefit of others, and | can honestly
say that Big Mike is one of them.

Even on his birthday, he cannot help but
use the opportunity to make the world a better
place to live. Every year, Big Mike hosts his
Birthday Fundraiser to boost awareness and
support for various non-profit organizations
and invaluable local resources.

On the 20th Anniversary of his first Birthday
Fundraiser, | commend Michael “Big Mike”
Phillips for his continuous and substantial ef-
forts to lend love, hope, and a helping hand to
all in need. | extend my congratulations and
best wishes to him for a successful event and
a wonderful year ahead.

Though Mike was born in Germany, and
raised in Texas, | am so pleased that he
adopted San Diego as his home. San Diego is
an even finer place to live because Big Mike
was born.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DARLENE HATCHER

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and legacy of Ms. Dar-
lene Hatcher. Darlene was so many things to
S0 many people: a committed mother, loving
daughter, fiancé, sister, grandmother, aunt,
and co-worker. She was a very strong family
woman and a staple of our community for all
of her professional life.

After graduating from Jupiter High School in
Florida, she received her Associate of Arts de-
gree from Palm Beach Atlantic Community
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College and her Bachelors in Business Admin-
istration from the University of Miami. Darlene
initially worked as a coordinator for the Radi-
ology department at Good Samaritans Hos-
pital for 15 years, where she was able to dis-
play her passion for helping people in need.
She then followed her desire to aid her com-
munity when she moved to work at Riviera
Beach Community Redevelopment Agency
(CRA) as their Community Redevelopment Di-
rector, where she had served for the last ten
plus years. Darlene’s hard work and dedica-
tion will always be remembered by her co-
workers.

Darlene’s commitment to community work
did not stop at the CRA. She loved volun-
teering and was the president of the Lime-
stone Creek Community group, a non-for-profit
advocacy organization with a primary focus on
improving, protecting and promoting civic, cul-
tural and recreational community interests.

Madam Speaker, Darlene will be remem-
bered by the many people she touched in her
44 years of life. She held herself to the high-
est standards, and always encouraged others
to be successful contributing members of soci-
ety, in whatever way that could be. Fond
memories of her will forever remain with her
parents, Willie and Pearline, her fiancé, David
Coley, and her two children, Johnathan and
Shatoria, as well as her two grandchildren,
Noah and Jeremiah. | offer my deepest condo-
lences to her entire family during this time of
great sadness. She was truly a blessing to our
community, and | am pleased to honor her
memory today. She will be dearly missed.

HONORING PAYTON GREENWALD

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Payton
Greenwald. Payton is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1376, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Payton has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Payton has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Payton has been a Patrol Leader, has become
an Ordeal member of the Order of the Arrow
and a Fire Builder in the Tribe of Mic—O-Say.
Payton has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Payton de-
signed and completed a gazebo for St. James
Catholic Church in Liberty, Missouri, creating a
space for “buddy benches” where children
can sit and talk in the playground area.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Payton Greenwald for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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COMMEMORATING THE 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF LOUISVILLE’S
FAIRNESS ORDINANCE

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise to
commemorate 20 years of Fairness in my
hometown of Louisville, Kentucky.

I's upsetting to think, but in much of the
country, it's legal to kick someone out of their
home or fire them for no reason but how they
love. For being LGBTQ, for being gay.

But not in Louisville.

Because on January 26, 1999, our commu-
nity took a bold and historic step for LGBTQ
rights, passing the Fairness Ordinance and
ensuring that no individual could be robbed of
their home or job simply for being who they
are.

Louisville was the first in our Common-
wealth and among the first in the South to pro-
tect LGBTQ people from discrimination, and it
was due to a decade of committed work by
the Fairness Campaign’s passionate staff and
volunteers, who refused to accept anything but
real, true equality.

In two decades since, Fairness has helped
10 Kentucky cities outlaw LGBTQ discrimina-
tion—from our capital Frankfort to the tiny Ap-
palachian coal town of Vicco and beyond.

The rest of Kentucky and our country should
follow Louisville’s lead and ban LGBTQ dis-
crimination everywhere. | look forward to con-
tinuing Louisville’s legacy by casting my vote
for the Federal Equality Act in this Congress
and | urge every Member to join me.

————

CONGRATULATING THE LOS
ANGELES RAMS

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, on Sunday,
January 20, the Los Angeles Rams—who play
at the Los Angeles Coliseum and will soon be
housed in my Congressional District in the
City of Inglewood—defeated the New Orleans
Saints in the 2019 NFC Championship Game.
The Rams won the opportunity to face off with
the New England Patriots in Super Bowl LIlI
on February 3 in Atlanta, Georgia. Football is
an all-American sport and is the most popular
sport in America. As such, the Rams are con-
gratulated by all of their hometown fans and
admirers across the country for their spectac-
ular victory in becoming NFC Champions. |
commend these players as well as the players
and staff of all NFL teams for their tremen-
dous talent and for exercising their first
amendment rights in support of criminal justice
reform.

HONORING LANDON JINES
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Landon Jines.
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Landon is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Landon has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Landon has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Landon has been a Patrol Leader, and has
become a Foxman and Ordeal member of
Order of the Arrow. Landon has also contrib-
uted to his community through his Eagle Scout
project. Landon lead and participated in the
construction of a reflection area consisting of
a brick patio with a concrete anchored bench.
This reflection area is along the missionary
trail at Pleasant Valley Baptist Church in Lib-
erty, Missouri.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Landon Jines for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

HONORING MS. NANCY L.
KUTULAS FOR HER 36 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO OUR NATION

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Nancy L. Kutulas as she re-
tires after 36 years of dedicated service as a
Department of the Army Civil Librarian.

There is a reverence that comes with the
humble and steadfast service Ms. Kutulas has
shown our country over nearly four decades.
As one commander at the John F. Kennedy
Special Warfare Center and School eloquently
put it when summing up her career, there is
“no better example of the quiet professional
and devoted civil servant” than Nancy Kutulas.

While Ms. Kutulas has served in many pres-
tigious posts over the years, she spent the
vast majority of it at the epicenter of the uni-
verse, Fort Bragg, located in North Carolina’s
Eighth Congressional District. And throughout
her career, Ms. Kutulas has time and again
been recognized for her hard work and dedi-
cation. In fact, last year she was named the
United States Army Special Operations Com-
mand Unsung Hero of the Year.

One example of her tenacity and resource-
fulness was recently exhibited when she pro-
vided a Special Forces Operational Detach-
ment Alpha (ODA) with vital information on a
newly-operational weapon system that arrived
before the soldiers had been trained how to
use it. Ms. Kutulas sprang into action, tracking
down the necessary information and dis-
patching the necessary experts to train the
soldiers to successfully deploy the new sys-
tem—all while under heavy enemy fire. With-
out her quick actions, who knows how things
may have ended for the soldiers.

I wish Ms. Kutulas a long and happy retire-
ment, and | know | speak for countless service
members and their families when | say she
will be forever missed.

Madam Speaker, please join me in thanking
Ms. Kutulas for her 36 years of dedicated
service.
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