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budgets we approve fund 445 executive de-
partments, agencies, commissions and other
federal bodies. But for every $3,000 the
United States spends per American on gov-
ernment programs, we allocate only $6 to
oversee them.

After decades of disinvesting in itself, Con-
gress has become captured by outside inter-
ests and partisans. Lawmakers should be
guided by independent scholars, researchers
and policy specialists. We must recognize our
difficulties in comprehending an impossibly
complex world. Undoing the mindless de-
struction of 1994 will take a lot of effort, but
with investment, we can make Congress
work again.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF 100 YEARS OF
THE THIEL FAMILY REAL ES-
TATE AND AUCTION BUSINESS

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge the 100-year anniver-
sary of Thiel family auctioneers. Started in
1919, the Thiel Real Estate and Auction busi-
ness still operates today in Northeast Wis-
consin.

100 years ago, Andrew Thiel started his
family auction business out of his home in
Chilton, Wisconsin. Continuing his father’s leg-
acy, Andrew’s son Randolph took over the
company until he retired at the age of 81. Fol-
lowing his retirement, Andrew’s son Jerry took
over and continued to expand the business
from auctions to also include the real estate
and appraisal businesses. Jerry joined the
Wisconsin Realtors Association and the Cal-
umet County Board of Realtors, where he
served as a board member and president for
many years. In 1988, Jerry Thiel was named
Calumet County Realtor of the Year, and is
currently a member of the Wisconsin Realtor
Honor Society.

The Thiel Real Estate and Auctions busi-
ness is the oldest family-owned business and
the largest appraisal business in Calumet
County. And, the family tradition continues
today. Fourth and fifth generation Thiel family
members, including Jerry’s four children and
many grandchildren, are actively involved in
the business.

This 100-year accomplishment is significant
and inspirational. The Thiel family exemplifies
the best qualities of Northeast Wisconsin and
| am proud to represent such a dedicated, in-
novative, and hardworking family.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the Members of
the House of Representatives join me in con-
gratulating the Thiel family for their 100 years
of success in Northeast Wisconsin.

HONORING ALEX TRISCHLER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Alex Trischler.
Alex is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy
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Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Alex has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Alex has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Alex
has led his troop as a Patrol Leader, become
a Brotherhood member of the Order of the
Arrow, and holds the rank of Brave in the tribe
of Mic-O-Say. Alex has also contributed to his
community through his Eagle Scout project.
Alex created an extension and beautification
of a memorial garden for Second Baptist
Church in Liberty, Missouri. Alex and his fel-
low Scouts and Scouters donated 201 service
hours for this beautiful project.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Alex Trischler for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

HONORING JUDGE JOHN PAYTON
FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. John Edward Payton for his
twenty-eight years of dedicated service to
Collin County, Texas.

A graduate of Plano East Senior High
School in Collin County, Texas, John Payton
was first elected to the position of Collin Coun-
ty Justice of the Peace for Precinct 3 in 1990.
Payton had the distinction of serving as the
youngest ever elected Judge in Texas, an ac-
colade recognized in the Guinness Book of
World Records. John would go on to earn
Magna Cum Laude honors at Collin College,
where he would also achieve recognition for
his role on the USA TODAY Academic All-
American team and as a member of Phi Beta
Kappa International Honor Society.

His many contributions to our community in-
clude his mentorship of at-risk students who
benefitted from his steadfast leadership and
compassion. More than twenty years ago,
Payton realized the need to assist youth by
providing community service opportunities
through the creation of the Students on Serv-
ice Community Service Program. Countless
lives have been changed by the opportunities
presented for these youths to contribute to
their community in meaningful ways resulting
in an impressive 500,000 plus hours of service
to the community. Judge Payton would often
spend his weekends with students building
homes through Habitat for Humanity or teach-
ing local youth how to operate a farm or
greenhouse. John truly built communities in
the deepest sense.

Judge Payton’s contributions to the commu-
nity are numerous, earning him an array of
awards and recognitions from respected col-
leagues and organizations throughout Collin
County. On a personal level, John might tout
his greatest accomplishment as serving as a
loving husband to Shea and a proud father to
Katarina.

Judge John Payton’s servant leadership and
efforts to provide a constant and strong com-
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munity support structure for our youth are to
be commended. He is particularly to be
praised for his unwavering belief that through
committed involvement with our youth, we can
build the future.

It has been an honor to know and work with
Mr. John Edward Payton over the years. As
Judge Payton begins this next chapter of his
life, 1 ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him for his selfless service to the
youth and residents of Collin County. Semper
Fidelis.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE COMMIS-
SIONERS OF THE REVENUE AS-
SOCIATION OF VIRGINIA

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the 100th Anniversary
of the Commissioners of the Revenue Asso-
ciation of Virginia, a well-reputed organization
that has spent the past century providing
counseling on tax policy and its application.

The Commissioners of Revenue began pro-
viding counsel to the Virginia General Assem-
bly, the Commonwealth, her agencies and de-
partments, and local governments on January
1, 1919. Since their formation, they have
played an integral role in the history of Vir-
ginia, being involved in both the registration of
our Commonwealth’s first female voters and
their support for the elimination of segregation
within real and personal property tax assess-
ment books.

The Virginia Commissioners of Revenue is
made up of 127 individuals who are the chief
assessing officers of their localities. They do
irreplaceable work assessing property values,
issuing business licenses, state income tax fil-
ing assistance, as well as further work within
their respective areas. They serve as invalu-
able resources for the citizens of Virginia’s
First District, and | cannot thank them enough
for the hard work they do every day.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing the 100th Anniversary of the Com-
missioners of the Revenue Association of Vir-
ginia. | proudly thank the men and women
who serve as Virginia’'s Commissioners for
their dedication to our Commonwealth and
their work. May God bless the operations of
the Commissioners of the Revenue Associa-
tion of Virginia, and | look forward to seeing
their continued excellence.

HONORING MARCUS DAWAYNE
WILSON

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 24, 2019

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Marcus Dawayne
Wilson. Marcus is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 283
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.
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