
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 116th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H1219 

Vol. 165 WASHINGTON, MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 2019 No. 17 

House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. KILDEE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 28, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL T. 
KILDEE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

EXASPERATION/FRUSTRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, this 
morning about 800,000 Federal employ-
ees from the 25 percent of the govern-
ment that had been shut down for the 
last 35 days finally were allowed to go 
back to work and perform the amazing 
service that they do for the American 
people in a whole host of different 
agencies. 

All of us heard from such great 
Americans coming from our districts, 

and certainly in the Second District of 
Connecticut, in eastern Connecticut, 
was no exception. 

So, for example, Clark Chapin, who is 
the head of the Farm Service Agency 
at the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
who, again, for 35 days was unable to 
work on the different farm programs 
that are so important to eastern Con-
necticut farmers, particularly in the 
dairy sector with the new dairy insur-
ance program, his frustration in terms 
of not being able to get that program 
up and running, again, was palpable 
when I talked to him about a week or 
so ago. 

We also have the Coast Guard Acad-
emy in New London, Connecticut, 
where, again, that was the one branch 
of the military that was shut down be-
cause they don’t reside in the Depart-
ment of Defense. They are in the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

Even though, as Admiral Carl 
Schultz, who is the Commandant of the 
Coast Guard, pointed out on national 
television, there are Coast Guard cut-
ters serving in Bahrain in the fifth 
fleet side by side with the U.S. Navy 
patrolling the territorial waters of the 
Persian Gulf in the Straits of Hormuz 
in about the most hazardous waters in 
the world. Their Navy counterparts 
were certainly being paid, but the 
Coast Guard sailors and officers were 
not. 

In addition, we have got Coast Guard 
cutters over in the Indo-Pacific region 
doing work in the Straits of Taiwan, 
again, highly contested waters. The 
unique skills that coastguardsmen and 
-women bring to that particular type of 
patrol is essential to our country’s na-
tional defense and national security 
policy. 

They, again, are just a couple of ex-
amples. 

Constituents in the State Depart-
ment serving overseas in hazardous 
duty areas—the FAA, the TSA, the 
IRS, Commerce—this morning, I heard 

from one of the Commerce employees. 
She went to work this morning. The 
payroll system was flooded with folks 
trying to submit their timecards, and 
the system crashed. They are still try-
ing to sort that out so that people will 
get not only their paycheck on Friday, 
but also retroactive payments. 

Last Thursday, again, hours before 
the settlement finally was reached and 
the announcement was made from the 
White House, I held a telephone town-
hall meeting. We had 8,000 listeners 
from all across the district and, again, 
a very vigorous debate, and there was 
definitely disagreement about whether 
there should be a wall on the southern 
border or no wall. 

But what there was universal agree-
ment about was that shutdowns are 
wrong, that shutdowns should never be 
used as a tool or leverage to force a 
policy provision and cripple, again, the 
working lives of people who, again, are 
patriots for this country, but also the 
taxpayers who rely on the programs 
and services that they provide. That is 
why, again, it was astonishing to see in 
The Wall Street Journal, over the 
weekend, that President Trump gave 
an interview where he said another 
shutdown is ‘‘certainly an option.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, if we have learned any-
thing as a nation over the last 35 days, 
it is what those 8,000 folks who partici-
pated in my telephone townhall articu-
lated over and over again: This should 
not be used as leverage to force an 
issue through the Congress. It should 
go through normal and regular order. 

We have a conference committee 
from the House and the Senate, from 
both parties, that will begin their work 
over the next couple of weeks or so to 
resolve the dispute. There is overlap. 
There is agreement in terms of boost-
ing border security. 

But no one should be putting down as 
markers that we are going to again dis-
rupt the lives of these Americans once 
again just as they are starting to fi-
nally get back into the office and get 
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