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acres to be added to the Rich Hole Wil-
derness Area and 1,000 acres to be 
added to the Rough Mountain Wilder-
ness Area. I am proud to partner on 
this with my colleague Senator MARK 
WARNER, and we are following in the 
path blazed by Senator John Warner 
and Representative Rick Boucher, who 
led the original Virginia Wilderness 
Act in 1984. 

Taking care of our Nation’s public 
lands is good for the economy and good 
for the environment. Land disputes 
may often be contentious, but this ex-
ample proves they don’t have to be. 
When everyone comes to the table and 
invests the necessary time, we can find 
common ground. I hope this will be a 
lesson for us in other tough policy 
challenges, and I encourage the Senate 
to support this bill. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 32—RECOG-
NIZING JANUARY 27, 2019, AS THE 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST 
REFUGEE AND MUSLIM BAN, 
AND URGING THE PRESIDENT TO 
DEMONSTRATE TRUE LEADER-
SHIP ON REFUGEE RESETTLE-
MENT 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
HARRIS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BROWN, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. SMITH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. DURBIN, 
and Ms. DUCKWORTH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 32 

Whereas the world is in the midst of the 
worst global displacement crisis in history, 
with more than 25,400,000 refugees worldwide, 
according to estimates from the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees (re-
ferred to in this Resolution as ‘‘UNHCR’’); 

Whereas UNHCR estimated that nearly 
1,200,000 refugees were in need of resettle-
ment to a third country in 2018, and this pro-
jection continues to grow in 2019; 

Whereas the United States Refugee Admis-
sions Program (referred to in this Resolution 
as ‘‘USRAP’’) is a life-saving solution crit-
ical to global humanitarian efforts, which— 

(1) strengthens global security; 
(2) leverages United States foreign policy 

goals; 
(3) supports regional host countries; and 
(4) serves individuals and families in need; 
Whereas the United States has been a glob-

al leader in— 
(1) responding to displacement crises 

around the world; and 
(2) promoting the safety, health, and well- 

being of refugees and displaced persons; 
Whereas refugees are the most vetted trav-

elers to enter the United States and are sub-
ject to extensive screening checks, including 
in person interviews, biometric data checks, 
and multiple interagency checks; 

Whereas the United States leverages reset-
tlement to encourage other countries— 

(1) to keep their doors open to refugees; 
(2) to allow refugee children to attend 

school; and 
(3) to allow refugee adults to work; 
Whereas refugees contribute to their com-

munities by starting businesses, paying 

taxes, sharing their cultural traditions, and 
being good neighbors; 

Whereas refugees contribute more to soci-
ety than they consume in State-funded serv-
ices, including costs relating to schooling 
and health care; 

Whereas, for more than 40 years the United 
States resettled up to 200,000 refugees per 
year, with an average ceiling of 95,000 refu-
gees per year, and an average of 80,000 refu-
gees per year actually being resettled in the 
United States; 

Whereas the United States has abdicated 
its leadership by setting a record low refugee 
admissions goal in fiscal year 2019 of 30,000; 

Whereas, on January 27, 2017, President 
Donald J. Trump issued Executive Order 
13769, which placed a 90-day suspension on 
the admission into the United States of indi-
viduals from 7 Muslim-majority countries 
and suspended USRAP for 120 days; and 

Whereas, since issuing that executive 
order, President Trump has taken further ex-
ecutive and administrative actions— 

(1) to restrict the admission into the 
United States of people from certain Mus-
lim-majority countries; and 

(2) to dismantle USRAP, which has lowered 
the capacity of, and diminished the institu-
tional memory and experience in, USRAP: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms our Nation’s proud history of 

refugee resettlement; 
(2) recognizes January 27, 2019, as the 2nd 

anniversary of the executive order that sus-
pended the admission of refugees and indi-
viduals from specified Muslim-majority 
countries; 

(3) reaffirms the strong bipartisan commit-
ment of the United States to promote the 
safety, health, and well-being of refugees, in-
cluding by facilitating the resettlement in 
the United States of refugees who cannot 
safely return to their homes or rebuild their 
lives in countries from which they fled to 
preserve their lives; 

(4) emphasizes the importance of USRAP 
as a critical tool for United States global 
leadership; 

(5) recognizes the profound consequences 
faced by refugees and their families who 
have been stranded, separated, and scarred 
by existing United States refugee policies, 
which have stranded many refugees who 
were in the middle of the refugee resettle-
ment process and have left other refugees 
with little hope of anticipated entry into the 
United States; and 

(6) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment— 

(A) to resettle a robust number of refugees 
to meet its share of the global need during 
fiscal years 2019 and 2020, with an emphasis 
on rebuilding USRAP and returning to his-
toric levels of refugee admissions; 

(B) to operate USRAP in good faith in 
order to meet the stated objectives of the 
program and to restore historic levels of ref-
ugee arrivals; 

(C) to uphold its international leadership 
role in responding to displacement crises 
with humanitarian assistance and protection 
of the most vulnerable populations; 

(D) to improve consultation with Congress 
and adherence to the clear congressional in-
tent of the Refugee Act of 1980; and 

(E) to recommit to offering freedom from 
oppression and resettling the most vulner-
able refugees regardless of their country of 
origin or religious beliefs. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 33—SUP-
PORTING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr. 

MANCHIN, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. CASEY) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions: 

S. RES. 33 
Whereas Catholic schools in the United 

States are internationally acclaimed for 
their academic excellence and provide stu-
dents with more than just an exceptional 
scholastic education; 

Whereas Catholic schools instill a broad, 
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual, 
physical, and social values in young people 
in the United States; 

Whereas Catholic schools serve the United 
States by providing a diverse student popu-
lation, from all regions of the country and 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, a strong aca-
demic and moral foundation, and of that stu-
dent population— 

(1) more than 38 percent of students are 
from racial and ethnic minority back-
grounds; and 

(2) 19 percent of students are from non- 
Catholic families; 

Whereas Catholic schools are an affordable 
option for parents, particularly in under-
served urban areas; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
who are strongly dedicated to their faith, 
values, families, and communities by pro-
viding an intellectually stimulating environ-
ment rich in spiritual, character, and moral 
development; 

Whereas Catholic schools are committed to 
community service, producing graduates who 
hold ‘‘helping others’’ as a core value; 

Whereas the total Catholic school student 
enrollment for the 2018–2019 academic year is 
almost 1,800,000, with a student-teacher ratio 
of 12 to 1; 

Whereas the Catholic high school gradua-
tion rate is 99 percent, with 87 percent of 
graduates attending 4-year colleges; 

Whereas, in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated: ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by 
which the Church fulfills its commitment to 
the dignity of the person and building of 
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore, 
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual 
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the 
many communities in which he lives.’’; 

Whereas the week of January 27, 2019, to 
February 2, 2019, has been designated as Na-
tional Catholic Schools Week by the Na-
tional Catholic Educational Association and 
the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, and January 30, 2019, has been des-
ignated National Appreciation Day for 
Catholic Schools; 

Whereas National Catholic Schools Week 
was first established in 1974 and has been 
celebrated annually for the past 45 years; 

Whereas, while Catholic schools must work 
hard to maintain enrollment, the demand 
and enthusiasm for Catholic schools remains 
strong; 

Whereas 30 percent of Catholic schools 
have waiting lists for admission, and new 
schools are opening across the United States; 
and 

Whereas the theme for National Catholic 
Schools Week 2019 is Catholic Schools: 
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