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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 29, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

BORDER WALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve the President’s decision to tempo-
rarily resolve the shutdown was the
correct one. The Democrats’ refusal
even to discuss a path forward had cre-
ated a crisis of governance, in addition
to our ongoing crisis on the southern
border.

The President had offered many com-
promises to the Democrats. He reduced

his funding request, altered the design,
and added nearly $1 billion of humani-
tarian aid. Yet, the Democrats spurned
all of these good faith overtures.

When the President invited congres-
sional Democrats to the Oval Office to
hear their views, they refused to go.
They had plenty of time to vacation in
Puerto Rico with 100 lobbyists during
the shutdown, but they couldn’t seem
to fit a simple meeting with the Presi-
dent into their busy schedules in order
to resolve it.

Based on their past behavior, I am
skeptical their position will change
over the next 3 weeks.

They tell us there is no crisis. Well,
the facts speak for themselves. Be-
tween 16 million and 29 million people
now are living illegally in the United
States, costing American taxpayers
well over $100 billion a year to support.
Sixty thousand more are illegally
crossing our border every month. In
2017, illegal aliens murdered 1,800
Americans and violently assaulted
48,000 more.

The congressional Democrats who op-
pose the President’s wall insist that
they support border security, but they
say a wall is a costly and ineffective
way to stop illegal immigration. Well,
it is hard to take either of their claims
seriously.

These same politicians have long ad-
vocated for providing a wide range of
services for illegal immigrants, rang-
ing from healthcare and legal counsel
to education and housing, all at tax-
payer expense. It is hard to believe
they want to discourage illegal immi-
gration while they reward those who il-
legally immigrate.

The Democrats long ago ceased to
call illegal immigration what it is: ille-
gal. Many have gone so far as to advo-
cate abolishing the agencies that de-
fend our borders and enforce our immi-
gration laws. They have enacted sanc-
tuary laws that protect dangerous
criminals from deportation. They have

opposed mandatory employment verifi-
cation to hold employers accountable
for hiring illegals. And they have op-
posed visa tracking of foreign nationals
entering our country.

They tell us that walls are medieval
and what we really need are sophisti-
cated cameras. Well, we don’t want to
watch them crossing our border; we
want to stop them.

Walls have been used for thousands of
years to impede unauthorized entry for
one reason: They work, and they still
work. When Israel built a 143-mile wall
to protect its southern border, illegal
immigration fell 99 percent. The cost of
building a wall is a fraction of the cost
incurred by American citizens every
year to support the illegal population
already in our country.

It doesn’t address the whole problem,
but a wall would be a tremendous force
multiplier for border enforcement
agencies. It would protect them from
the violent attacks to which they are
constantly subjected and allow them to
apply their slender resources more effi-
ciently and effectively.

If the Democrats continue to oppose
serious measures to defend our borders
and enforce our laws, I urge the Presi-
dent to use the authority Congress
granted in 1976 to reprogram already
appropriated but unobligated military
construction funds for the defense of
our Nation. What is more fundamental
to national defense than the security
and integrity of our own borders?

Some argue that this would divert
money from other Defense Department
projects. Well, it is an odd logic that
argues that defending the Iraqi border
is more important than defending our
own.

Others have worried that a Presi-
dential order would provoke a pro-
tracted legal challenge. Isn’t that true
of any course the President could take?

Others worry that leftist activists
would misuse this precedent. Well, let
me ask you: When have such activists
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ever relied on precedent to expand
their power?

Using this authority would not only
build the wall, it would avoid the need
to meet any demands to further dimin-
ish or dilute our current immigration
laws.

If the next 3 weeks produce the un-
reasonable demands and intransigence
that we have come to expect from the
Democratic leadership, I strongly urge
the President to use his existing au-
thority. Countries that either cannot
or will not enforce their borders simply
aren’t around very long. Let that not
be America’s epitaph.

——

UPCOMING HUNGER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, last
Friday, the President, finally, ended
the longest government shutdown in
our Nation’s history.

For 35 days, activity at several gov-
ernment agencies halted. The wages of
hardworking public servants were
being used as bargaining chips to push
a medieval solution to what should
have been a modern discussion on how
to protect our borders.

The President seemed tone deaf to all
the devastation that came with the
government shutdown. At one point, he
said that he would keep our govern-
ment shut down for ‘“‘months or even
years.” In a speech on Friday, he stun-
ningly said that Federal workers were
encouraging him to continue the shut-
down.

I would love to know who he was
talking to, because that is the opposite
of what I was hearing from my con-
stituents and Federal workers all
across this country. There aren’t many
people out there who can afford to
work for free, much less people who are
willing to forego their paychecks for a
stupid, ridiculous campaign promise.
No one should be expected to work for
weeks without pay. What the President
did, by shutting down our government,
was disrespectful to our Federal work-
ers.

If the government shutdown contin-
ued for a few more weeks, programs
like SNAP and WIC, and child nutri-
tion programs, would have run out of
money, putting millions of families at
risk of food insecurity.

Last week, I heard from one of my
constituents in Ware, Massachusetts.
She is a single mom who is disabled,
and she depends on programs like So-
cial Security and SNAP every day to
help put food on the table for her two
children. She was worried about a lapse
in SNAP funding because, for a while
now, she has been going without meals
so that her kids can eat. She is barely
able to provide for herself, but she is
making sacrifices that any parent
would make to provide for her children.

If the President decides to shut down
the government again in a few weeks,
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he could provoke a full-blown hunger
crisis in this country.

Low-income families should not have
to worry about where their next meal
is coming from just because the Presi-
dent wants taxpayers to pay for his
wall. In fact, government employees
might need SNAP benefits themselves,
if their pay is cut off again.

In the past 4 weeks, I only can say
how grateful I have been to the Amer-
ican people who have demonstrated in-
credible compassion to those impacted
by the shutdown. Countless businesses
provided free meals and resources to
help families through rough times.

Yesterday, 1 was at Jose Andres’
World Central Kitchen’s Chefs for Feds
initiative, where he is feeding Federal
workers who have not been paid. As of
yesterday, they still have not been
paid.

While many families have accepted
help, they still took on expenses that
couldn’t be recovered. Many families
went into debt, just to keep a roof over
their heads and food on the table. Oth-
ers took on interest, late fees, pen-
alties, and payment deferrals, not be-
cause they did anything wrong, but be-
cause their President thought he could
strong-arm Congress.

These are people who have jobs, show
up, and work every day for their coun-
try. The least we can do is pay them
and keep their government running.

This administration might not un-
derstand why families need resources
like food banks, but I think the rest of
us do. Unlike the President, we don’t
all have a rich family who can loan us
money. Unlike the Secretary of Com-
merce, Wilbur Ross, not all of us have
investment fortunes to fall back on.
While living paycheck to paycheck
might not be a reality they under-
stand, it is a reality for millions of
families who depend not only on their
jobs, but also on programs like SNAP
and WIC to survive.

Government shutdowns and spending
gaps have real consequences for real
American families. They cause confu-
sion, backlogs, delays, and discord. It
could take months and years for us to
fully recover from the past 35 days.

What is particularly ironic about the
shutdown, Mr. Speaker, is that all of
this could have been avoided if the
President signed the bipartisan bills we
sent him back in December.

The President should never again
hold the American people hostage to
get his way. I will do all I can to fight
against using public servants as bar-
gaining chips. I will do all I can to help
protect programs like SNAP and WIC,
and child nutrition programs. They
need to keep running.

Three weeks of funding is just a
patch on the hunger crisis that this
country will soon face if we don’t pass
another comprehensive spending bill.
SNAP, WIC, and child nutrition pro-
grams matter to people’s lives.

Families, children, farmers, and food
businesses don’t deserve this, and there
is no time to waste. There is no time
like the present. Let’s end hunger now.
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RECOGNIZING GOVERNOR BRIAN
KEMP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, on
January 14, 2019, at a joint session of
the Georgia General Assembly that was
held on the campus of Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, the Honorable Brian Kemp was in-
augurated as the 83rd Governor of the
State of Georgia. Upon taking the oath
of office, Brian Kemp became the third
Republican to occupy the Governor’s
mansion since reconstruction.

Even before taking the oath of office,
Brian was already making history, re-
ceiving more votes than any guber-
natorial candidate in State history.

As with many of Georgia’s Gov-
ernors, Governor Kemp comes from a
humble background. He was a small
business owner, building his first con-
struction business with a pickup and a
shovel. With hard work and personal
sacrifice, he grew that business and
eventually became one of Georgia’s
successful entrepreneurs, responsible
for several successful businesses.

When Brian became frustrated with
the mismanagement of State govern-
ment, he determined that, instead of
just complaining, he would do some-
thing about it. He ran for a seat in the
State senate, and in 2003, this young
businessman from Athens was sworn in
as a freshman senator from the 46th
District.

Two years after Brian took office, I
was elected to the State house of rep-
resentatives and had the honor to work
with him on several key legislative ini-
tiatives. I could always count on Brian,
not only to be an ally, but to help per-
fect legislation as it moved through
the State senate.

Brian was, and still is, a strong con-
servative with the ability to reach
across the aisle to get things done for
Georgians. During his time in the sen-
ate, Brian was instrumental in fighting
to cut taxes, fees, and mandates on job
creators and Georgia families.

In 2008, Brian left the State senate
and returned to the private sector, but
his heart never left serving his State
and his community. In 2010, Governor
Sonny Perdue called on Brian to return
to public service, appointing him to
serve as Georgia’s secretary of state.
Brian easily won reelection as sec-
retary of state that same year and re-
mained in that post until he resigned
in November 2018.

As secretary of state, Brian wanted
to ensure that Georgia elections were
secure, accessible, and fair. In 2016,
being a member of this body’s Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, Brian
asked me to work with him to ensure
that Georgia’s election data was secure
from cyber threats.

During his tenure as secretary of
state, Brian utilized technology and in-
novation to cut bureaucratic red tape,
reduce spending, and streamline Geor-
gia’s government.
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Brian is known around the State as a
great businessman, a public servant,
and a statesman. However, Brian will
tell you, his most important job in life
is being a husband and a father. Brian
and his wife, Marty, have three daugh-
ters: Jarrett, Lucy, and Amy Porter.
The Kemps are a family tightly bound
by their strong faith, their commit-
ment to public service, and a love for
their community, their State, and
their country.

From the backhoe to the boardroom,
Brian Kemp understands how to suc-
cessfully create jobs, recruit startups,
grow companies, and make deals to
provide opportunities for hardworking
Georgians.

To communicate his commitment to
further growing Georgia’s thriving
economy, and to ensure all Georgians
have the opportunity to live, learn, and
prosper, Governor Kemp has made the
theme of his governorship ‘‘Putting
Georgians First.”” I believe Governor
Brian Kemp will work for all Geor-
gians, and I look forward to working
with him as he leads Georgia forward.

Congratulations, Governor Kemp.

——
HONORING MAYOR GREG PETTIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RU1z) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and honor Mayor Greg
Pettis, a leader and devoted advocate
for our desert communities in Califor-
nia’s 36th Congressional District, who
unexpectedly passed away recently on
January 15.

I had the privilege of working with
Mayor Pettis to fight for equality and
social justice for the people of the
Coachella Valley.

Mayor Pettis set an example as a
public servant committed to protecting
the rights of all his constituents.

During his decades of service to our
communities, Mayor Pettis never
wavered in his advocacy for civil
rights, improved transportation, and
access to healthcare.
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As Cathedral City’s first openly gay
public servant and longest serving
council member, Mayor Pettis was a
trailblazer and a role model.

Every day, Mayor Pettis brought his
passion for helping others to the call to
public service. He helped our valley
build a public library, combat drug ad-
diction, and expand affordable housing.

Through his leadership and kindness,
Mayor Pettis will live on in the mem-
ory of his brothers, Stephen and David
Pettis, and the friends, neighbors, and
families whose lives he touched.

RECOGNIZING SUPERVISOR MARION ASHLEY

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Supervisor Marion Ashley
on his retirement after more than 35
years of public service.

Supervisor Ashley has served the
people in Riverside County since 2002
with leadership, integrity, respect, and
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enthusiasm. He grew up in Riverside
County, California, and like me, has
had the privilege of returning home to
serve.

To see his positive impact on the cit-
ies of Banning, Beaumont, Calimesa,
and others, you only need to look
around. You will see medical centers,
public parks, wildlife conservation
areas, and fire stations that exist
thanks to his advocacy.

In retirement, I hope Supervisor Ash-
ley will enjoy spending more time with
Mary, his wife of more than 60 years,
and their 6 children, 19 grandchildren,
and 9 great-grandchildren.

On behalf of communities across Riv-
erside County, it is my honor to con-
gratulate Supervisor Ashley on a well-
earned retirement.

———

RECOGNITION OF BERGAD SPE-
CIALTY FOAMS & COMPOSITES
ON EXPANSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
tremendous business in Armstrong
County, Bergad Specialty Foams.

Bergad Specialty Foams is a leading
producer of polyurethane foams. It re-
cently celebrated the completion of a
50,000-square-foot building expansion.

This is phase 1 of a long-range facil-
ity expansion, which will increase pro-
duction capacity to meet customer de-
mand for its growing line of specialty
foams. It will also allow the company
to accommodate the production of sev-
eral new product lines.

The expansion includes state-of-the-
art CNC cutting equipment and
streamlined fulfillment and shipping
areas, in addition to a secure manufac-
turing area to accommodate the re-
quirements of the consumer technology
industry.

Mr. Speaker, Bergad Foams makes
specialty cushioning materials that
span several markets, including med-
ical, cosmetic, oil and gas production,
high-end consumer electronics, and
transportation and aircraft.

I congratulate Paul Bergad, president
of Bergad Incorporated, on the out-
standing business he has built in Arm-
strong County, Pennsylvania.

When they broke ground on this
project, he refused the ceremonial
golden shovel and, instead, fired up his
excavator to take out the first bucket
of dirt. Clearly, Mr. Bergad is a man
who isn’t afraid to roll up his sleeves
and get to work.

With this new addition, the manufac-
turing area totals more than three
acres under one roof, making it one of
the largest manufacturing facilities in
the county.

Phase 2 of the expansion is expected
to begin in about 18 months and will
add an additional 35,000 square feet to
the facility. With these expansions,
Bergad Incorporated said they expect
to hire an additional 30 employees.
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Mr. Speaker, this is very welcome
news in Armstrong County, where
Bergad Specialty Foams has its labora-
tory, manufacturing, fabrication, tool-
ing, warehousing, and sales division,
all located at its Kittanning facility.

Since Bergad Specialty Foams
opened operations there in 1999, the
mission has been to ‘‘exceed, not meet”
the standards of the industry and the
expectations of its clients. Mr. Speak-
er, the ever-expanding product lines
and expansion surely note that Bergad
Specialty Foams is not only living up
to its lofty goals, but surpassing them.

I wholeheartedly congratulate Mr.
Bergad on this outstanding achieve-
ment, and I wish him the best as his
company continues to flourish in Arm-
strong County.

——

NEGATIVE REPERCUSSIONS OF
THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. DELGADO) for 56 minutes.

Mr. DELGADO. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise, pleased that the government is re-
opened and determined to not repeat
ourselves in 3 weeks.

A poll taken last weekend found that
6 in 10 Americans believe the country
is headed in the wrong direction, and
nearly 70 percent have negative opin-
ions on the state of the Nation. These
findings are grim, but can anyone in
this Chamber blame our fellow citizens
for their skepticism?

The longest shutdown in American
history brought fear, confusion, and fi-
nancial harm on upstate New York and
our entire country—=$11 billion worth of
economic loss, according to the CBO.
And here is what that looked like back
home in upstate New York:

The Small Business Administration
stopped processing new loans to poten-
tial small business owners, slowing the
engine of American enterprise;

The FDA stopped routine food safety
inspections, putting Americans at risk
at their own dinner tables;

The Department of Agriculture
stopped administering farm support
programs, which include subsidized
home loans and tariff relief payments,
putting additional financial stress on
farmers in upstate New York already
suffering from our Nation’s ill-con-
ceived trade wars;

The Department of Housing and
Urban Development stopped processing
mortgage extensions or housing loans,
leaving 100,000 rural homeowners at
risk of eviction;

The EPA suspended the cleanup ef-
forts at Superfund pollution sites, in-
cluding in places like Hoosick Falls,
with poisoned groundwater.

When the shutdown began, the EPA
stopped returning calls from the New
York Department of Environmental
Conservation. I held two townhalls dur-
ing the shutdown and opened up our
phone lines on weekends in order to re-
main accessible to those in my district
who need an advocate in Washington.
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I heard from constituent after con-
stituent about the negative repercus-
sions of the shutdown.

I heard from store owners who
couldn’t accept EBT cards because
their SNAP vendor license expired with
no possibility of renewal.

I heard from Federal employees,
more than 4,200 of whom I am proud to
represent in Congress, who worried
about losing their dental and vision in-
surance.

I met with members of the U.S. Coast
Guard, the only military personnel who
went without pay during the shutdown.

And I heard from small business own-
ers, more than 27,000 of whom live in
my district, about the effect of the
shutdown on their bottom lines.

All of this for what purpose?

From day one, I joined any col-
leagues in vote after vote to reopen the
government on a bipartisan basis.

It is incumbent on Congress to en-
sure that the government remains open
when the current spending package ex-
pires on February 15.

The border wall is a monument to di-
vision that, according to experts, is in-
effective and wasteful. Holding the
government hostage over it was wrong.
Indeed, not a single Member of the
House body—Democrat or Republican—
representing a border district is for the
construction of a wall.

When discussing the need for im-
proved border security, we must move
past fear-driven partisan politics which
seek only to divide us and paralyze our
democracy. Moreover, we cannot allow
ourselves to fall short of our constitu-
tional obligation as Members of Con-
gress.

Let us not forget that our Founding
Fathers began with the legislative
body in Article I of our Constitution.
This is the one body that represents
the will of the people, legislatively.

Our work should not be contingent
upon the whims and desires of another
branch of government meant to only
execute the laws our body is obliged to
legislate. This is not how to preserve a
democratic order anchored in the sepa-
ration of powers and sustained by
healthy checks and balances.

To be clear, now is not the time to
run away from our responsibility as a
coequal branch of government. Demo-
crats and Republicans, alike, need to
come together and have an evidence-
based and transparent debate on the
question of border security, have a
vote, and then send legislation to the
President. It shouldn’t take a costly
shutdown and a threat of another
looming one in order to accomplish
this.

As Members of both parties from
both Houses begin budget negotiations
in a conference committee, I ask that
they remember the hardships endured
in recent weeks not only by the Fed-
eral employees who went without pay
in upstate New York, but also by busi-
ness owners, farmers, and so many oth-
ers in our region who were harmed be-
cause of ripple effects of the shutdown.
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The government must not close
again. My district and our country
can’t afford another shutdown. It is our
collective responsibility to ensure we
do not find ourselves on February 15 at
the start of yet another shutdown.

In short, I urge this body to do as en-
visioned by our Founding Fathers, get
to work, and do our job.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
PETER NEZAMIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BOST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Colonel Peter Nezamis of
Belleville.

It was recently announced that Colo-
nel Nezamis will be promoted to briga-
dier general and will lead the Illinois
Air National Guard, where he will lead
over 3,000 personnel.

He commanded the Air National
Guard’s 126th Air Refueling Wing at
Scott Air Force Base, which received
the Outstanding Unit Award, under his
guidance.

Colonel Nezamis has commanded nu-
merous expeditionary operations and
flew over 275 combat and combat sup-
port hours. He first joined the Air Na-
tional Guard in 1986 and has served our
State and Nation over 30 years.

Colonel Nezamis, we know you will
serve the State and Nation to the best
of your ability, and congratulations in
your new role.

ENHANCING AGRICULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR
MILITARY VETERANS

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I also rise to
bring awareness about a coming crisis
in our Nation’s agricultural workforce.

According to USDA, the average age
for a farmer is now 58 and has been on
the rise for over 30 years. Our Nation
faces a shortfall of 700,000 agricultural
workers over the next 20 years.

How can we reverse this trend? Ac-
cording to the Department of Labor, 45
percent of armed servicemembers are
from rural America. Many of our re-
turning heroes struggle to find employ-
ment after serving our Nation.

Agriculture is a sensible solution to
fill the economic gap our veterans face.
That is why I joined with my friend
and colleague on the House Agriculture
Committee, AL LAWSON of Florida, to
introduce the Vets to Ag Act. Our bill
streamlines the process for veterans
getting apprenticeships in the agricul-
tural industry.

Despite dysfunction in Washington,
we are still fighting for bipartisan,
commonsense solutions to help our
farmers and our veterans. I encourage
my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan effort.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION MONTH

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I also rise
today in recognition of Human Traf-
ficking and Prevention Month.

Human trafficking cases are on the
rise nationwide. As the grandfather of
11 grandchildren, I am angry about

January 29, 2019

that. My appreciation goes out to
members of law enforcement who are
on the front lines combating these
crimes and making our communities
safer.

Programs like the Department of
Homeland Security Blue Campaign
help combat human trafficking. The
program works to make sure, if traf-
ficking victims are taken over the bor-
der, they are rescued or have a re-
source that they can turn to for help.

These are important steps, but there
is still so much more work remaining.
Both parties must work together to do
our part in wiping out this evil before
it does any more harm.

———
[ 1030
STUDENT LOAN DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CURTIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to introduce the Transparency
in Student Lending Act.

College education can be a life-
changing investment, but it can come
at a tremendous cost. Right now, 44
million Americans collectively hold
$1.5 trillion in student loan debt. The
Federal Government lends 90 percent of
these dollars. However, unlike other
lenders, the Federal Government does
not provide students with complete in-
formation about the total cost of their
loan, leaving borrowers unaware of hid-
den costs and fees until they enter the
repayment phase. I have introduced
this bill to require complete informa-
tion be provided to students before
they take out a loan.

Mr. Speaker, I represent the young-
est congressional district in the United
States, and many of my constituents
are struggling with student debt. With
this legislation, we can help young peo-
ple make fully informed financial deci-
sions for their families and their fu-
tures.

———

VENEZUELA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DI1AZ-BALART) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to call on all of those who
support freedom and democracy to
stand with the long-suffering people of
Venezuela. We have finally reached the
tipping point where freedom for the
Venezuelan people hangs in the bal-
ance.

On Friday, President Trump recog-
nized the duly elected leader of the Na-
tional Assembly, Juan Guaido, as the
constitutional interim President of
Venezuela. Shortly afterward the vast
majority of Western Hemisphere na-
tions affirmed their recognition of the
Guaido government.

On January 10 the OAS passed a reso-
lution, Mr. Speaker, that refused to
recognize the illegitimate Maduro re-
gime, and OAS Secretary-General Luis
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Almagro expressed his congratulations
to Mr. Guaido as Venezuela’s legiti-
mate sitting President.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is time to
choose to stand with the courageous
protesters demanding freedom, many of
them bruised and bloodied from the vi-
olence perpetrated on them by the
Maduro thugs. Reports indicate that at
least 29 protesters have been killed just
since last week, and the Maduro regime
holds hundreds of political prisoners.
The Maduro regime has ruthlessly cor-
rupted Venezuela’s once-democratic in-

stitutions, including the Supreme
Court.
The U.N. High Commissioner of

Human Rights and others have docu-
mented egregious human rights abuses,
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary deten-
tions, and torture. We have seen that
the Venezuelan people continue to de-
mand freedom in the face of teargas,
imprisonment, and, yes, even bullets.

The United States is standing with
the Venezuelan people, sanctioning 65
of the most corrupt and abusive mem-
bers of the Maduro regime, including
Maduro himself. Congress and the ad-
ministration are also working to al-
leviate the grave humanitarian crisis
that the Maduro regime has caused,
providing nearly $100 million in hu-
manitarian aid to those Venezuelans
who have fled to other countries and an
additional $37 million in development
assistance to Colombia.

Earlier this year, my colleague, Con-
gressman DARREN S0TO, and I worked
together to introduce the Venezuela
TPS Act of 2019 which would provide
Temporary Protective Status to Ven-
ezuelan nationals here in the United
States. The situation in Venezuela is
way too dangerous to force them to re-
turn now.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, the humani-
tarian crisis rivals the grave demo-
cratic crisis in Venezuela. Under Ven-
ezuela’s socialism, its people are suf-
fering skyrocketing inflation, profound
destitution, and shortages of necessary
food and medicine.

Venezuela was once, just recently,
one of the wealthiest countries in the
world. Now the vast majority of Ven-
ezuelan people have sunk into poverty.
Hospitals are abandoned, Mr. Speaker,
and food and medicines are scarce. But,
Mr. Speaker, we have entered a time of
critical importance. Rarely is there
such an obvious choice between good
and evil, freedom and enslavement, and
accountable government and tyranny.

From Venezuela’s one last vestige of
democracy came a glimmer of hope.
From the democratically elected Na-
tional Assembly, a leader emerged who
was courageous enough to lead the op-
position and face certain persecution.
Juan Guaido stepped up to represent
the Venezuelan people and work with
the international community toward a
democratic transition to unite the
many voices in the opposition behind a
common purpose: freedom, human
rights, and free and fair elections.

He has designated his charge d’af-
faires here in the United States, Carlos
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Vecchio, whose leadership was wel-
comed by Secretary Pompeo and who is
coordinating between the Guaido gov-
ernment and the United States Govern-
ment.

Already as President Guaido is gain-
ing strength, we are seeing signs of
cracks from the Maduro dictatorship.
The United States must continue to be
the world leader in defense of those
struggling for democracy, and others in
the world community who value free-
dom also must stand with the people of
Venezuela in their quest for democ-
racy.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Eastern
Europe have not forgotten that we
stood with them during those decades
in their struggle against Communism
for decades. They were victorious; and
today they are free, and they are allies.
The people of Venezuela will also be
victorious.

(The English translation of the state-
ment made in Spanish is as follows:)

To the Venezuelan Armed Forces, this is
the time to recover your honor, to recover
your dignity and stand with the Venezuelan
people in this noble cause, which is freedom.

And to the brave Venezuelan people, you
are not alone. The Trump administration,
the United States Congress, the United
States is with you.

A las Fuerzas Armadas de Venezuela, este
es el momento de recuperar su honor, de
recuperar su dignidad y ponerse de lado del
pueblo Venezolano en esta noble causa que es
la libertad. 3

Y al valiente pueblo Venezolano, no estan
solos. La administracion del presidente
Trump, el Congreso de los Estados Unidos, si
todo los Estados Unidos estan con ustedes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida will provide a
translation of his remarks to the

Clerk.
——
RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JOHN
HEARN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a law enforce-
ment official who was recently named
Police Chief of Newtown Township in
Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

Earlier this month, Newtown Town-
ship’s Board of Supervisors unani-
mously supported Philadelphia Police
Department Captain John Hearn to be-
come the next police chief. John, a
Northampton Township resident, is a
29-year veteran of the Philadelphia Po-
lice Department. He previously served
as a lieutenant in that department’s
highway patrol, helping to escort dig-
nitaries such as Pope Francis and
former Presidents Barack Obama and
George W. Bush.

Throughout his esteemed career,
John distinguished himself as an inno-
vative leader. He represented Philadel-
phia when five neighboring counties es-
tablished protocol and a coordinated
response to terrorist threats, and he
served as a volunteer with fire compa-
nies in Montgomery County.
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Mr. Speaker, we congratulate John
on his new role, and I look forward to
working closely with him to keep our
Bucks County families safe.

RECOGNIZING OFFICERS MEGAN KLOSTERMAN

AND GINA FERZETTI

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize members of our
law enforcement community who re-
cently joined our Bucks County family
as members of the Solebury Township
Police Department.

Earlier this month, Officers Megan
Klosterman and Gina Ferzetti were
sworn in by Magisterial District Judge
Maggie Snow as the department’s first
full-time female officers.

Officer Klosterman is a graduate of
Upper Dublin High School and Pennsyl-
vania State University. Officer Ferzetti
is a graduate of Ridley High School and
previously served with the Temple Uni-
versity Police Department. Both of
these dedicated public servants served
as part-time members of Solebury
Township Police Department prior to
their full instatement.

Mr. Speaker, 1 applaud Officers
Klosterman and Ferzetti on their pro-
motions and their dedication to keep-
ing all of our families safe in our com-
munity. Their hiring is truly an inspir-
ing moment for Solebury Township and
for Bucks County.

I would also like to thank Police
Chief Dominick Bellizzie and Township
Manager Dennis Carney for their lead-
ership.

RECOGNIZING JULIE UCHITEL

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a student from
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who was
recently awarded a coveted scholarship
to study in the United Kingdom.

Julie Uchitel, a resident of Upper
Southampton, was selected to receive a
Marshall Scholarship, one of only 40 re-
cipients out of over 1,000 applicants.
Julie is a senior at Duke University
where she is a neuroscience and French
double major. She is the president of
the Neuroscience Majors’ Union at
Duke and has conducted clinical and
basic pediatric research at The Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia and
Duke Children’s Hospital. She is the
author of two published articles and
has volunteered in Paris and in Hon-
duras to offer medical assistance to
those in need.

Mr. Speaker, Julie’s resume is too
voluminous to summarize. We are so
proud to have her as part of our com-
munity, and we wish her all the best as
she pursues her studies at Cambridge
and King’s College in London. I look
forward to seeing all of her accomplish-
ments in the years to come.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day.

We ask Your blessing upon this peo-
ple’s House as we are in the beginning
days of this new Congress. Encompass
with Your power all the walls of this
building, truly a symbol to the world of
inalienable rights and the freedom of
people.

Guide and protect Your elected serv-
ants in government and all who work
in this place. May all who visit here be
treated with respect and kindness.

May the comings and goings of Your
people be under the seal of Your loving
care, and all work accomplished here
this day be for Your greater honor and
glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

EQUALITY BETWEEN MEN AND
WOMEN

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Madam Speaker, it
has been nearly 100 years since women
fought for and won the right to vote.
Yet, we still do not have equal rights
and protection under the United States
Constitution.

There are too many examples in our
everyday lives where women still do
not get equal pay for equal work and
where we still face discrimination sim-
ply for being women.

In 1923, the Equal Rights Amendment
was introduced in Congress to prohibit
discrimination on the basis of sex and
was reintroduced every session until it
finally passed in 1972.

However, with an arbitrary deadline
in 1982, by that time, only 35 States out
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of the required 38 had ratified the
amendment. In the past 2 years, we
have inched forward with successful
votes in Nevada and Illinois, and now
we are just one State away from finally
passing the Equal Rights Amendment.

This is not about politics. It is about
equality. It is about humanity. It is
long overdue that we pass the Equal
Rights Amendment and include equal-
ity between men and women in the
United States Constitution.

——————

JANUARY IS NATIONAL
MENTORING MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the incredible role mentors play in the
lives of young people.

January is National Mentoring
Month, which brings national atten-
tion to the need for mentors. Individ-
uals, businesses, government agencies,
schools, faith communities, and non-
profits can all engage their constitu-
ents to become mentors for the next
generation of leaders.

When children have strong role mod-
els in their lives, they grow up to be
good neighbors and good citizens. As a
co-chairman of the Congressional Ca-
reer and Technical Education Caucus, I
know firsthand how essential mentors
are for students seeking a career in
technical education.

From agriculture to the arts, from
marketing to manufacturing, CTE pro-
grams work to develop America’s most
valuable resources: its people. CTE has
established itself as a path that many
high-achieving students choose in pur-
suit of industry certification and
hands-on skills that they can use right
out of high school, in skills-based edu-
cation programs or in our colleges.

Many CTE instructors are mentors
who inspire students to reach their full
potential and follow their dreams
wherever they may lead.

Mr. Speaker, I thank every mentor in
America for providing students the
guidance and confidence that they need
to find success.

—————

WORK TOGETHER TO KEEP
GOVERNMENT OPEN

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
call attention to the fact that so
many—~800,000—Federal workers were
out of work when the government was
shut down, and now, happily, they will
be back at work. Soon, all of them will
be getting a paycheck.

This was very sad for their families,
very sad for their communities where
their financial viability is important,
and very sad for our economy. Happily,
the government is reopened, but not
without paying a price.
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I was very pleased that last week, on
Thursday, so many Members came to
the floor to tell the stories of the fami-
lies affected by the shutdown, and then
we had a Special Order and people
sought comfort in the fact that we
were recognizing the value that our
public employees add to our economy
and also concern for their well-being.

I want to tell one story that I
thought was just so remarkable. Yes-
terday, I went to help with meals for
the families who still have not gotten a
paycheck. Even though government is
open, it will be a couple of more days.
While I was there, I met a woman who
seemed young to me, but I guess she
must have been middle-aged. They told
me, after I was with her for a while,
that, on Friday, she would be going to
hospice, but it was a comfort to her to
spend her last days before hospice feed-
ing the hungry, having empathy for
those who had that uncertainty in
their lives.

What a blessing she is. Let us all
have that empathy for those who are
placed in that financial insecurity, and
let us work to keep government open,
to come to agreement so it can resolve
all doubt in anyone’s mind that that is
not a reasonable path, to seek agree-
ment holding hostage our public em-
ployees.

We thank them for what they do for
our country. We sympathize with
them. At this time, we are happy that
government is open. Let’s work to-
gether to keep it so.

———————

THANKING ROBERT COLBY HALE
FOR HIS SERVICE

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take this time to recognize and
thank a friend and confidant who has
been by my side for the last 15 years.

I first met my chief of staff, Robert
Colby Hale, when he was 22 years old. I
was the commencement speaker at his
graduation ceremony at Hardin-Sim-
mons University, and he introduced me
on stage.

In that moment, I never imagined so
many years later our paths would take
us to the Texas secretary of state’s of-
fice in Austin and now to the U.S.
House of Representatives.

I gave Colby his first job and watched
him grow from a recent college grad-
uate into the husband, father, and pro-
fessional that he is today.

He has been my right-hand man since
before I decided to run for Congress in
2012. He believed in me, and he encour-
aged me every single day.

There is no one’s counsel that I have
trusted more. Colby will be missed
around our office, but he is leaving his
legacy in the capable hands of those he
trained and those he mentored.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 25th
Congressional District of Texas and the
United States Congress, I thank Mr.
Colby Hale. I thank him for his years
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of service to this district and to the
American people.

I am excited to see where life takes
him next, and he should know that he
will always be on the home team.

In God we trust.

———

FIND BALANCE BETWEEN LEGITI-
MATE TRADE AND TOURISM AT
BORDER

(Mr. CUELLAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I live on
the border, and we have to understand
that, every day, there is about $1.3 bil-
lion of trade between the U.S. and Mex-
ico. That is a lot of jobs that are being
created on this side.

When you look at the Mexicans who
come over and shop, one out of every
four international tourists will be peo-
ple from across the river. That is over
$20 billion that is spent on the U.S. side
in hotels, restaurants, and many other
places. Those are jobs over here.

We want to see strong border secu-
rity, but, again, we have to make sure
that we find the balance between le-
gitimate trade and tourism. The way
to do that is to look at technology that
has worked for the military that can
work for us on the border and hire the
right number of Border Patrol and CBP
officers. If we do that, we can find a
way to find the balance between legiti-
mate trade and tourism, and I ask you
to please consider that as we debate
border security.

———
SECURE OUR BORDERS

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, the
Federal Government has fully re-
opened, and Federal employees are
back to work. While the shutdown is
over, the crisis at the border remains.

I recently toured the southern border
in Arizona. Ranchers and Border Patrol
agents told me about the challenges
they face because of open borders. I
saw short, weak, barbwire fences that
line our border. I learned more about
violent cartels and how they profit
from our porous borders, from human
trafficking and the flooding of drugs
into our communities.

Congress has an obligation to secure
our border. We must give Border Patrol
agents the tools they need to get their
job done. They told me they need
equipment to detect drugs, and more
and better body armor.

Border Patrol agents also told me
that they need a wall. They know walls
work. Congress should listen to them.

Tomorrow, the conference committee
tasked with border security will meet
for the first time. Having seen the bor-
der crisis firsthand, I urge those law-
makers to listen to our Border Patrol
agents, fund meaningful physical bar-
riers, and secure our borders.
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN HURTS
THE PEOPLE

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, fortu-
nately, the United States Government
is open, and, fortunately, when Donald
Trump comes to this Chamber on Feb-
ruary 5, he can say the state of the
Union is that the government is open.
Otherwise, the State of the TUnion
would have been different.

A lot of people lost paychecks and
had great difficulties because of 35 days
without many Federal employees get-
ting paid. That should not happen
again.

A lot of private entrepreneurs whose
businesses are located near Federal fa-
cilities will never recover the losses.
When Federal employees did not go to
work, people who have grocery stores,
cafeterias, and lunchrooms lost busi-
ness that they can never make up.

The ability of the FAA to keep our
airlines going was jeopardized. We
don’t need to let that happen again.
That hurts commerce and hurts our
country.

We need to have an agreement, but
we don’t need to build an unnecessary
fifth-century wall. George Bush put up
more barriers than any other Presi-
dent, but none in Texas, his home
State, because the Rio Grande River is
the dividing point. There is a big dif-
ference.

God bless WALTER JONES.

———

A PATH FOR PROGRESS IN WAR
ON POVERTY

(Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
since LBJ launched the War on Pov-
erty, the percentage of Americans liv-
ing below the poverty line has re-
mained persistently static.

As reform efforts in Congress con-
tinue to falter, American’s poverty re-
duction efforts continue to fall short of
their objectives. We need a different
approach to help millions of Americans
escape poverty.

Today, I am introducing the People
Centered Assistance Reform Effort Act,
or the People CARE Act. This legisla-
tion creates a bipartisan commission in
order to empower caseworkers to treat
each person holistically, rather than
simply administer programs; realign
the 90-plus, often duplicative, poverty
programs; remove benefit cliffs; and
more.

It encourages employment, marriage,
and education, activities identified by
the Brookings Institution and others
as effective means to end poverty.

The commission cannot launch new
programs, nor directly cut spending.
Upon receiving the commission’s rec-
ommendation, Congress would have to
vote to approve or disapprove.
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People CARE offers a path for
progress in the War on Poverty. Mr.
Speaker, I encourage all of my col-
leagues to cosponsor the People CARE
Act.

————
O 1215

GOOD LEADERSHIP

(Mr. GOLDEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing a commonsense, bipar-
tisan bill with Congressman CRENSHAW
and Congressman ROSE. It is called the
Solidarity in Salary Act. It is a simple
bill that says if Federal employees
aren’t getting paychecks because of a
shutdown, Members of Congress and
the President shouldn’t get their pay-
checks.

People back in Maine have heard me
talk about when I was a young private
first class joining my unit in the Ma-
rines at mealtime out in the field when
they brought a hot meal out, we had a
simple rule that we followed. What we
would do is the private first class and
lance corporal would go first to eat fol-
lowed by the NCOs and staff NCOs,
after that, the officers.

The idea was that good leaders
should take care of other people before
stopping and thinking about them-
selves. That is the principle behind this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I would urge my col-
leagues to join Congressmen CRENSHAW
and ROSE and me in supporting this
legislation.

————

SECURE OUR SOUTHERN BORDER

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, over
the past month, we saw President
Trump put forward one offer after an-
other to secure our southern border.
They were reasonable offers that
sought common ground, but every step
of the way, Speaker PELOSI was unwill-
ing to participate in any type of good-
faith negotiations.

Now the President has given the
Democrats yet another opportunity.
The government is fully reopened and
workers are receiving their paychecks.
We can all agree that that is a good
thing, but we still need a long-term so-
lution to address the humanitarian cri-
sis at our southern border. We need
more technology, more border agents,
and more physical barriers.

Now is the time for Speaker PELOSI
to stop stonewalling. Let’s get serious
about negotiating a deal. Let’s make
sure our southern border is secure, and
let’s make sure our citizens are safe.
That is what the American people want
us to do, and it is time to get it done.

————
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to raise awareness of a plague affecting
our Nation and our world. It is called
human trafficking. There are more
than 40 million victims worldwide, and
it happens in our backyards right here
in congressional districts throughout
the country. My district, because of
the geographic location in California’s
Central Valley, sees a disproportion-
ately high amount of human traf-
ficking that takes place.

Fighting this atrocity requires all of
us to come together with a comprehen-
sive strategy. Organizations like
Breaking the Chains in my district are
needed to support survivors. Law en-
forcement needs to hold perpetrators
accountable.

This week as the co-chairs of the bi-
partisan Congressional Victims’ Rights
Caucus, Congressman PETE OLSON and I
are introducing a resolution in the
House to support the observation of
National Slavery and Human Traf-
ficking Prevention Month. It is sad
that we have to bring this kind of rec-
ognition, but it is the reality.

This resolution calls for the Federal
Government to coordinate its efforts
and fight human trafficking between
agencies and State and local govern-
ments as well as other organizations.
We in the Congressional Victims’
Rights Caucus will continue to lead
and push this effort. We need to work
together.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CLEBERN H. “BOBBY”’ SHOWS,
JR.

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Clebern H. ‘“‘Bobby’”’ Shows, Jr. who
passed away on January 20 of this year
at the age of 80. I send my condolences
and prayers to Bobby’s wife of 42 years,
Sandra, as well as his family and
friends.

Born and raised in Mississippi, he
was a graduate of USM. During his life
he worked as a cattle farmer, business-
man, and public servant.

I had the distinct honor to serve
alongside Bobby in the Mississippi
House and knew him as a friend. Bobby
was first elected to the Mississippi
House of Representatives in 1992 and
served the community of Ellisville for
24 years. He was well-known by his col-
leagues in the State legislature as a
principled conservative and served as
chairman of the County Affairs Com-
mittee. Throughout his time in office,
Chairman Shows earned his reputation
as a strong advocate for Mississippi’s
rural residents.

Although we are sad to hear of his
passing, we take comfort in his exam-
ple of a life well-lived and the legacy
he leaves behind. On behalf of the
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Fourth Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, we honor the memory of
Bobby Shows, a loving husband, father,
man of God, and a dedicated civil serv-
ant.

—————
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY
2019
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this past weekend, the world
paused to commemorate International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. Millions
of Jews were mercilessly killed as part
of what the Nazis called their final so-
lution to the Jewish problem. This hap-
pened just 74 years ago, though many
seem to forget.

From the ashes, Jewish people re-
turned to their ancient homeland and
established a dynamic democracy in
the Middle East. Unfortunately, the
Jewish people of Israel are again tar-
gets of extermination. Just yesterday,
the deputy head of the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guards Corps called to erase
Israel from the global political map.

We must honor the memories of the 6
million murdered by Nazis by vowing
that Jews will never again be threat-
ened with extermination. The Amer-
ican people stand with Israel as proven
by the embassy being established in Je-
rusalem where I led the House delega-
tion May 14.

We remember, and we VOWwW: never
again.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

SECURE THE SOUTHERN BORDER

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate all who have been here today giv-
ing speeches.

The government shutdown is now
over, but the crisis continues on the
border. About 10 days ago, I was down
on the border, and I saw firsthand what
was happening down there and talked
to people who were down there.

So, hopefully, during this time pe-
riod, because the Democrats said re-
peatedly that if we reopen the govern-
ment they would negotiate, hopefully
we can negotiate and come to a bipar-
tisan resolution that will help us to se-
cure our southern border and continue
to work on other ways that we can im-
prove our immigration process.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
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or the yeas and nays are ordered, or
votes objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY CLEARANCE MANAGE-

MENT AND ADMINISTRATION
ACT
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 424) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
improve the management and adminis-
tration of the security clearance proc-
esses throughout the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 424

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Homeland Security Clearance Manage-
ment and Administration Act”.

SEC. 2. SECURITY CLEARANCE MANAGEMENT
AND ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title VII of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 is amended—

(1) by inserting before section 701 (6 U.S.C.
341) the following:

“Subtitle A—Headquarters Activities”;

and
(2) by adding at the end the following new
subtitle:
“Subtitle B—Security Clearances
“SEC. 711. DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL SECURITY
SENSITIVE AND PUBLIC TRUST POSI-
TIONS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
quire the designation of the sensitivity level
of national security positions (pursuant to
part 1400 of title 5, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or similar successor regulation) be
conducted in a manner consistent with re-
spect to all components and offices of the
Department, and consistent with Federal
guidelines.

‘“(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out
subsection (a), the Secretary shall require
the utilization of uniform designation tools
throughout the Department and provide
training to appropriate staff of the Depart-
ment on such utilization. Such training shall
include guidance on factors for determining
eligibility for access to classified informa-
tion and eligibility to hold a national secu-
rity position.

“SEC. 712. REVIEW OF POSITION DESIGNATIONS.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than July 6,
2019, and every five years thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall review all sensitivity level des-
ignations of national security positions (pur-
suant to part 1400 of title 5, Code of Federal
Regulations, or similar successor regulation)
at the Department.

‘‘(b) DETERMINATION.—If during the course
of a review required under subsection (a), the
Secretary determines that a change in the
sensitivity level of a position that affects the
need for an individual to obtain access to
classified information is warranted, such ac-
cess shall be administratively adjusted and
an appropriate level periodic reinvestigation
completed, as necessary.

“(c) CONGRESSIONAL REPORTING.—Upon
completion of each review required under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall report to
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the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate on the findings of each
such review, including the number of posi-
tions by classification level and by compo-
nent and office of the Department in which
the Secretary made a determination in ac-
cordance with subsection (b) to—

‘(1) require access to classified informa-
tion;

‘“(2) no longer require access to classified
information; or

‘(3) otherwise require a different level of
access to classified information.

“SEC. 713. AUDITS.

‘“‘Beginning not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this section, the
Inspector General of the Department shall
conduct regular audits of compliance of the
Department with part 1400 of title 5, Code of
Federal Regulations, or similar successor
regulation.

“SEC. 714. REPORTING.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall an-
nually through fiscal year 2024 submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the following:

‘(1) The number of denials, suspensions,
revocations, and appeals of the eligibility for
access to classified information of an indi-
vidual throughout the Department.

‘(2) The date and status or disposition of
each reported action under paragraph (1).

‘“(83) The identification of the sponsoring
entity, whether by a component, office, or
headquarters of the Department, of each ac-
tion under paragraph (1), and description of
the grounds for each such action.

‘‘(4) Demographic data, including data re-
lating to race, sex, national origin, and dis-
ability, of each individual for whom eligi-
bility for access to classified information
was denied, suspended, revoked, or appealed,
and the number of years that each such indi-
vidual was eligible for access to such infor-
madtion.

‘(5) In the case of a suspension in excess of
180 days, an explanation for such duration.

‘“(b) ForM.—Each report required under
subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form and be made publicly available, but
may include a classified annex for any sen-
sitive or classified information if necessary.
“SEC. 715. UNIFORM ADJUDICATION, SUSPEN-

SION, DENIAL, AND REVOCATION.

“Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this section, the Secretary,
in consultation with the Homeland Security
Advisory Committee, shall develop a plan to
achieve greater uniformity within the De-
partment with respect to the adjudication of
eligibility of an individual for access to clas-
sified information that are consistent with
the Adjudicative Guidelines for Determining
Access to Classified Information published
on December 29, 2005, or similar successor
regulation. The Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate the plan. The plan shall
consider the following:

‘(1) Mechanisms to foster greater compli-
ance with the uniform Department adjudica-
tion, suspension, denial, and revocation
standards by the head of each component
and office of the Department with the au-
thority to adjudicate access to classified in-
formation.

‘(2) The establishment of an internal ap-
peals panel responsible for final national se-
curity clearance denial and revocation deter-
minations that is comprised of designees who
are career, supervisory employees from com-
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ponents and offices of the Department with
the authority to adjudicate access to classi-
fied information and headquarters, as appro-
priate.

“SEC. 716. DATA PROTECTION.

“The Secretary shall ensure that all infor-
mation received for the adjudication of eligi-
bility of an individual for access to classified
information is consistent with the Adjudica-
tive Guidelines for Determining Access to
Classified Information published on Decem-
ber 29, 2005, or similar successor regulation,
and is protected against misappropriation.
“SEC. 717. REFERENCE.

‘“Except as otherwise provided, for pur-
poses of this subtitle, any reference to the
‘Department’ includes all components and
offices of the Department.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 is amended—

(1) by inserting before the item relating to
section 701 the following new item:

‘““‘Subtitle A—Headquarters Activities’’;
and

(2) by inserting after the item relating to
section 707 the following new items:

‘‘Subtitle B—Security Clearances

““Sec. T11. Designation of national security
sensitive and public trust posi-
tions.

‘“‘Sec. T12. Review of position designations.

“Sec. T13. Audits.

‘‘Sec. T14. Reporting.

““Sec. 715. Uniform adjudication, suspension,
denial, and revocation.

‘‘Sec. T716. Data protection.

‘“Sec. T17. Reference.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Mississippi.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
424, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Clearance Management and Ad-
ministration Act.

Mr. Speaker, before I begin, let me
say I am pleased that we have reached
the end of the longest government
shutdown in U.S. history. I am grateful
to the women and men of DHS and
their families for their professionalism
during this difficult month. We should
all recognize that they continue to
serve our country every day by keeping
our citizens safe.

Mr. Speaker, I have reintroduced
H.R. 424, the Department of Homeland
Security Clearance Management and
Administration Act, to reform how the
department manages its security clear-
ance processes. It is no secret that the
security clearance process is in dire
need of change.

H1255

Since September 11, there has been
massive growth in the amount of clas-
sified material across the Federal Gov-
ernment. In many cases, material is
over-classified where it is kept at a
higher classification level or at a high-
er classification level for longer than
needed. The explosion in the number of
Federal positions requiring security
clearances has driven an enormous
backlog in security clearance back-
ground investigations.

As of last Congress, the average wait-
ing period for an initial background
check for a top-secret clearance was 390
days—more than a year. The average
waiting period for a reinvestigation of
an individual holding a top-secret
clearance was 518 days—nearly 1%
years.

The delays caused by this enormous
backlog represent very real barriers to
employment and promotion within
government. Many individuals with
clearances do not actually need clear-
ances to do their jobs. According to a
2014 report by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, 40 percent of all indi-
viduals with clearances did not even
have access to classified information as
part of their work.

Misclassification of national security
positions is not only wasteful of gov-
ernment resources but creates needless
barriers to entry and advancement.
Clearly, the clearance system is in des-
perate need of significant reform.

H.R. 424 would help put DHS on a
path to rightsizing its ranks by ensur-
ing that national security positions are
properly designated.

H.R. 424 would also require DHS to
conform, from time to time, that its
security designations are still appro-
priate. This would ensure that the de-
partment is not needlessly limiting the
applicant pool for positions that do not
require access to classified informa-
tion.

While the executive branch is explor-
ing ways to improve the way in which
positions are designated for clearances,
H.R. 424 would allow DHS to become a
leader in modernizing and streamlining
this system.

Finally, H.R. 424 would require DHS
to keep applicants’ and employees’ per-
sonal information safe from data
breaches.

Taken together, these reforms rep-
resent progress toward fixing the bro-
ken clearance system. It will save DHS
money, time, and other resources by
streamlining the clearance and des-
ignation systems.

Fundamentally, enactment of H.R.
424 would begin to break down barriers
to employment and promotion that
prevent Federal employees from ad-
vancing in their careers.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge the
passage of H.R. 424, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
424, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Clearance Management and Ad-
ministration Act.
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President Trump has directed a
major security clearance and back-
ground information overhaul across
the executive branch. This effort is un-
derway, and significant progress has
been made to reduce the backlog and
improve the quality of background in-
vestigations. The bill we are consid-
ering today complements this initia-
tive.

H.R. 424 requires the Secretary of
Homeland Security to conduct an in-
ventory of the department’s positions
that require security clearances, which
currently number over 100,000, and de-
termine what positions may be duplica-
tive or are no longer necessary. It is
just good government to periodically
review the positions that require a
“need to know” and to ensure DHS is
not allocating funds for unnecessary
background investigations. Security
clearances are costly to investigate,
adjudicate, and maintain.

The bill would ensure that DHS con-
ducts a thorough accounting of its
workforce needs and reduces the num-
ber of positions with security clear-
ances if determined appropriate. The
bill would also require additional
transparency on how security clear-
ances are adjudicated, including when
there are reasons to suspend or deny a
security clearance.

Chairman THOMPSON’s legislation is
an example of the accounting that each
Federal department should be con-
ducting today and would lead to a lean-
er and more secure Department of
Homeland Security.

Mr. Speaker, the bill is identical to
the version the House passed last Con-
gress, and I would just reiterate this is
good government, bipartisan legisla-
tion. I urge its support, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, H.R. 424, which passed by
voice vote in the last Congress, will
help improve critical aspects of DHS’
security clearance process.

The truth is that not every position
requires a clearance, not every docu-
ment needs to be classified. Our intel-
ligence and law enforcement officials
should focus their limited time and re-
sources on protecting materials that
are truly sensitive. Access to those ma-
terials should be granted carefully and
appropriately to individuals who actu-
ally need to handle those materials.

Enactment of H.R. 424 would not only
make DHS a leader in this space, but it
would help break down barriers to em-
ployment and growth within the De-
partment. Mr. Speaker, I ask for my
colleagues’ support, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COHEN). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. THOMPSON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 424.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

FEDERAL INFORMATION RE-
SOURCE TO STRENGTHEN TIES
WITH STATE AND LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 495) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
require an annual report on the Office
for State and Local Law Enforcement.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 495

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal In-
formation Resource to Strengthen Ties with
State and Local Law Enforcement Act of
2017 or the “FIRST State and Local Law
Enforcement Act”.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORT ON OFFICE FOR STATE
AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT.

Section 2006(b) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 607(b)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—For each of fiscal
years 2020 through 2024, the Assistant Sec-
retary for State and Local Law Enforcement
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland
Security and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and the Committee on the
Judiciary of the Senate a report on the ac-
tivities of the Office for State and Local Law
Enforcement. Each such report shall include,
for the fiscal year covered by such report, a
description of each of the following:

“(A) Efforts to coordinate and share infor-
mation regarding Department and compo-
nent agency programs with State, local, and
Tribal law enforcement agencies.

‘(B) Efforts to improve information shar-
ing through the Homeland Security Informa-
tion Network by appropriate component
agencies of the Department and by State,
local, and Tribal law enforcement agencies.

“(C) The status of performance metrics
within the Office of State and Local Law En-
forcement to evaluate the effectiveness of ef-
forts to carry out the activities specified in
subsection (a).

‘(D) Any feedback from State, local, and
Tribal law enforcement agencies regarding
the Office of State and Local Law Enforce-
ment, including the mechanisms utilized to
collect such feedback.

‘‘(E) Efforts to carry out all other respon-
sibilities of the Office of State and Local
Law Enforcement.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Mississippi.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
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revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
495, the FIRST State and Local Law
Enforcement Act.

I thank my Democratic colleague,
Ms. JACKSON LEE, for reintroducing
this measure in the new Congress.

H.R. 495 would require DHS to submit
an annual report to Congress on the ac-
tivities of the Office for State and
Local Law Enforcement.

This bill was written, informed by a
report I had my staff prepare to look at
DHS’ progress at implementing the 9/11
Commission Act on its 10th anniver-
sary in 2017. The report recommended
that DHS continuously refine its infor-
mation-sharing networks.

Central to this effort is the Depart-
ment’s engagement with State and
local law enforcement. Specifically,
H.R. 495 requires an annual report that
highlights the activities of this office.

Pursuant to H.R. 495, each report
must contain detailed information on
existing programs and performance
metrics to evaluate their effectiveness.
More importantly, each report must in-
clude feedback received from these law
enforcement agencies so that future
collaboration can be meaningful.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
495, the Office of State and Local Law
Enforcement Information Sharing Re-
view Act, introduced by my friend and
colleague, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

The Office for State and Local Law
Enforcement is part of the Department
of Homeland Security and currently re-
sides in the Office of Partnership and
Engagement. The Office provides infor-
mation on DHS’ resources that are
available to State and local law en-
forcement agency partners and a point
of contact for questions regarding
DHS’ policies and programs.

This bill requires the Office for State
and Local Law Enforcement to provide
a report on the efforts of the Office to
improve information sharing between
DHS and law enforcement agencies, an
overview of the performance metrics
used to measure success and any feed-
back provided by the State and local
stakeholders, and an overview of ongo-
ing activities of the Office.

This reporting requirement is in-
tended to assist the Office in identi-
fying areas of improvement in the De-
partment’s information-sharing efforts
and coordinating with the relevant
DHS components to close any identi-
fied gaps.
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I am pleased the bill includes a sun-
set on the reporting requirement after
5 years. While the information gath-
ered through the report will be valu-
able for congressional oversight, it is
important that we do not overburden
the Department with never-ending re-
porting requirements.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-

tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE).
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,

allow me to thank the chairman for fa-
cilitating this bill to the floor and the
support of our ranking member, Mr.
ROGERS, for this legislation and the
work that we do on the Committee on
Homeland Security.

Mr. Speaker, before I start, allow me
to acknowledge, with my thoughts and
prayers, the wounded officers and
members of the Houston Police Depart-
ment who were shot last evening in a
senseless shooting. Four of the officers
were shot in the attempt to render a
drug warrant, and one was injured. I
understand, of that group, there were
several who are in critical condition.

Thanks to the professional work of
the Houston Police Department, two of
the persons perpetrating this crime
have been stopped, and I hope the fami-
lies of the victim police officers take
comfort in the knowledge that every-
one in our community—and, yes, in our
Nation—is praying for the speedy and
complete recovery of each of the offi-
cers wounded, injured in this terrible
tragedy.

It is because of the importance of law
enforcement in the communication
with the Department of Homeland Se-
curity that I reintroduced H.R. 495 to
require the Department of Homeland
Security’s Office for State and Local
Law Enforcement to report annually
on its activities.

As we all know, after the September
11 terrorist attacks, our Nation learned
that the inability of Federal, State,
local, Tribal, and territorial partners
to share information was a critical
failure in our national security appa-
ratus. Those of us who happened to be
in the United States Congress at that
time saw that as this heinous act was
occurring. It was the first responders,
local law enforcement, who all con-
verged on Ground Zero.

Today, I am proud to say that there
has been real progress on closing this
once-prominent information-sharing
gap. It is now commonplace within the
Federal Government to support poli-
cies that empower and include our
State and local partners. I can assure
you, Mr. Speaker, it is because of the
work of the Members of the United
States Congress—in particular, mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland
Security—who gradually built this
pathway that is so crucial.

I hear it often from my local law en-
forcement, the importance of commu-
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nicating via a two-way street—classi-
fied, confidential—with officials in the
Federal Government.

To keep DHS on that path, H.R. 495
requires the Assistant Director of the
DHS office in charge of coordinating,
liaising, and advocating for State and
local law enforcement to submit an an-
nual report to Congress on its work. It
is important because we in Congress
are the watchdogs to insist upon that
cooperation.

Requiring this report will not only
provide metrics to assess the effective-
ness of the Office’s current work, but it
would include comprehensive informa-
tion on existing programs and feedback
from law enforcement agencies them-
selves. Remember, they are, every day,
on the front lines. They are the first
responders to see something and say
something as relates to protecting us
against terrorism.

More, this measure would ensure fu-
ture accountability of the Department
and its work with local partners.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I yield the gentlewoman from
Texas an additional 1 minute.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. It is no secret
that the threat landscape of today is
constantly evolving. What we have
learned from this challenge is there
must be proactive measures in place at
all levels of the government to track
the growth of and reflect upon our ca-
pabilities to combat crime and terror.

State and local law enforcement pro-
vide tireless work to investigate and
apprehend individuals of heinous
crime. It is our duty to ensure that
they are able to do their very best
work in collaboration with their Fed-
eral partners and Kkeep our commu-
nities safe.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support this very important legisla-
tion, and I also ask for prayers not
only for those shot last night, but the
injured officers in my district who were
injured on Christmas Eve, one severely
burned—that is two officers, Officer
Daily and Officer Reid. We continue to
pray for Officer Daily, who suffered
burns all over his body.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.R. 495,
the “FIRST State and Local Law Enforcement
Act.”

Mr. Speaker. | want to take this time to ac-
knowledge the Houston police officers injured.

My thoughts and prayers are with the
wounded officers and the members of the
Houston Police Department.

The senseless shooting of four of Houston’s
finest and bravest last evening, while they
were serving a warrant, is a tragedy and an-
other reminder of the dangers faced by law
enforcement officers who risk their lives to
keep their communities safe. One officer in-
jured his knee. Totaling 5 officers hurt.

Thanks to the swift and professional police
work of the Houston Police Department, two of
the persons perpetrating this heinous crime
have been stopped.

| hope the families of the victims take com-
fort in the knowledge that everyone in our
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community is praying for speedy and complete
recovery of each of the officers wounded in
this tragedy.

Mr. Speaker, | reintroduced H.R. 495 to re-
quire the Department of Homeland Security’s
Office for State and Local Law Enforcement to
report annually on its activities.

As we all know, after the September 11th
terrorist attacks our Nation learned that the in-
ability of the Federal, State, local, tribal and
territorial partners to share information was a
critical failure in our national security appa-
ratus.

Today, | am proud to say that there’s been
real progress in closing this once prominent
information sharing gap.

It is now common practice within the Fed-
eral government to support policies that em-
power and include our State and local part-
ners.

To keep DHS on that path, H.R. 495 re-
quires the Assistant Director of DHS’ Office in
charge of coordinating, liaising, and advo-
cating for state and local law enforcement to
submit an annual report to Congress on its
work.

Requiring this report would not only provide
metrics to assess the effectiveness of the of-
fice’s current work, but it would include com-
prehensive information on existing programs
and feedback from the law enforcement agen-
cies themselves.

More, this measure would ensure future ac-
countability of the Department and its work
with local partners.

It is no secret that the threat landscape of
today is constantly evolving.

What we have learned from this challenge is
that there must be proactive measure in place
at all levels of government to track the growth
of and reflect upon our capabilities to combat
crime and terror.

State and local law enforcement provide
tireless work to investigate and apprehend in-
dividuals of heinous crimes.

It is our duty to ensure that they are able to
do their best work in collaboration with their
Federal partners to keep our communities
safe.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 495, which passed the
House on suspension last Congress, requires
DHS’ Office of State and Local Law Enforce-
ment to produce an annual report.

This report documents the office’s coordina-
tion, liaison, and advocacy efforts for state and
local law enforcement.

Again, | have reintroduced this measure be-
cause | believe our national security is at its
best when the Federal government works to-
gether with our State and local partners.

With that, | urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 495.

| want to take this time to acknowledge the
service and fighting spirit of Houston Police
Officers John Daily and Alonzo Reid.

On Christmas Eve, Officers Daily and Reid
were responding, with lights on, to a call for
assistance from a fellow officer when they
were hit nearly head on.

Their patrol car rolled several times before
it collided with a pole and caught fire.

Thankfully, both survived the fiery car crash.

Officer Reid showed true heroism when he
pulled Officer Daily from the driver's seat with
the assistance of a passer-by, Juan Carlos
Salgado.

Thankfully, Officer Reid was released from
the hospital on Christmas Day.
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However, Officer Daily, who suffered burns
to over half his body, has endured five sur-
geries and is still in the hospital in serious
condition.

Officers Daily and Reid put service above
self every day, including on Christmas Eve
when they were on their way to offer assist-
ance to a fellow officer.

My thoughts and prayers are with Officer
Daily, his family, and fellow officers for a full
recovery.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I reiterate, this is good government
policy, and I fully support and urge its
passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, nearly 18 years after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, it is important that
we stand together and recommit our-
selves to doing all we can to prevent
further terrorist attacks at the Fed-
eral, State, and local levels.

Enactment of H.R. 495, which passed
the House on suspension last Congress,
would help ensure that State and local
law enforcement know DHS is a full
partner in securing their communities.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 495, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak in strong support of H.R. 495, the
FIRST State and Local Law Enforcement Act,
which supports the work of the Department of
Homeland Security’s Office of State and Local
Law Enforcement (OSLLE) by requiring that
an annual report of its activities be submitted
to Congress so that we can be aware of the
range of benefits and services needed by local
and state law enforcement agencies.

The work of law enforcement is rewarding to
those who serve, but it can also be very dan-
gerous.

My thoughts and prayers are with the
wounded officers and the members of the
Houston Police Department.

The senseless shooting of five of Houston’s
finest and bravest last evening, while they
were serving a warrant, is a tragedy and an-
other reminder of the dangers faced by law
enforcement officers who risk their lives to
keep their communities safe.

Thanks to the swift and professional police
work of the Houston Police Department, two of
the persons perpetrating this heinous crime
have been stopped.

| hope the families of the victims take com-
fort in the knowledge that everyone in our
community is praying for speedy and complete
recovery of each of the officers wounded in
this tragedy.

The basis for creating the office is one of 33
recommendations of the 9/11 Commission,
which called for a primary coordinator, liaison,
and advocate for state, local, tribal, and terri-
torial law enforcement agencies.

This legislation mandates that OSLLE also
leads the coordination of DHS’s policies re-
lated to state, local, tribal, and territorial law
enforcement’s role in preventing, preparing for,
protecting against, and responding to natural
disasters, acts of terrorism and other man-
made disasters.

As a member of the Committee on Home-
land Security, | am very much aware of the
importance of the work performed by the men
and women who protect us from terrorism.
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Homeland Security is defined as:

“the national effort to ensure a homeland
that is safe, secure, and resilient against ter-
rorism and other hazards where American in-
terests, aspirations, and ways of life can thrive
to the national effort to prevent terrorist at-
tacks within the United States, reduce the vul-
nerability of the U.S. to terrorism, and mini-
mize the damage from attacks that do occur”

| am proud to have so many first responders
as friends, and | am committed to working tire-
lessly to assure that they have the full support
of Congress in getting the resources and train-
ing they need to protect our communities.

This bill will provide an important opportunity
for DHS to report on this vital work with state
and local law enforcement agencies.

The sacrifices made by our men and
women in state and local law enforcement all
too often go unnoticed.

One example of their heroism and bravery
was seen when Houston Police Officers
Alonzo Reid and John Daily were involved in
a Christmas Eve car crash.

On Christmas Eve, Officers Daily and Reid
were responding, with lights on, to a call for
assistance from a fellow officer when they
were hit nearly head on.

Their patrol car rolled several times before
it collided with a pole and caught fire.

Thankfully, both survived the fiery car crash.

Officer Reid showed true heroism when he
pulled Officer Daily from the driver's seat with
the assistance of a passerby, Juan Carlos
Salgado.

Thankfully, Officer Reid was released from
the hospital on Christmas Day.

However, Officer Daily, who suffered burns
to over half his body, has endured five sur-
geries and is still in serious medical condition.

| ask my colleagues to join me in offering
prayers and well wishes to Officer Daily for a
fully recovery.

Officers Daily and Reid like tens of thou-
sands of their counter parts, put service above
self every day.

The Department of Homeland Security has
been in existence for 16 years, and in that
time the men and women who serve on the
front lines of defending the United States
against terrorist acts at home have not
wavered in their commitment.

During times of crisis, the relationships
among federal, state, and local law enforce-
ment agencies is proven to be of the greatest
value to an effective government wide re-
sponse.

On August 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey
made landfall in Texas.

Local, state, and federal first responders
rescued 122,331 people.

The Coast Guard deployed 2,060 personnel,
50 aircraft, 75 boats and 29 cutters, rescuing
11,022 people and 1,384 pets.

FEMA deployed 28 Urban Search and Res-
cue (USAR) teams from across the nation to
Texas to assist state and local agencies with
the lifesaving mission.

This is in addition to the tens of thousands
of meals, water, supplies, and public assist-
ance that were also provided.

Hurricane Harvey’s Federal, state, and local
response agencies benefit from collaborating
with DHS.

Because the DHS office plays a significant
role in the required outreach to state and local
law enforcement entities it is important that the
Committee on Homeland Security be kept ap-
prised of its work.
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Today, DHS is not funded due to the Trump
Shutdown.

It is shameful that 85 percent of DHS em-
ployees are either working with no paycheck
or have been furloughed.

These men and women work for Cybersecu-
rity and Infrastructure Security Agency, Cus-
toms and Border Protection, Citizenship and
Immigration Services, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, U.S. Coast Guard, Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, Secret
Service, and Transportation and Security Ad-
ministration.

It has been reported that many DHS em-
ployees have described feeling depressed,
stressed out, anxious, uncomfortable, and in-
secure because of the Trump Shutdown.

It is time to end the Trump Shutdown.

This bill will need DHS fully staffed and
functioning to ensure that the reporting re-
quirement of this bill are fulfiled so that the
federal, state, and local agencies working with
DHS receive the support that they need.

For this reason, | ask that my colleagues
join me in voting for H.R. 495.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr.
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 495.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to adjourn
offered by the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. GOSAR).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 14, nays 395,
not voting 23, as follows:

[Roll No. 55]

YEAS—14
Babin Green (TN) Meadows
Biggs Harris Mullin
Burgess Hice (GA) Norman
Duncan Massie Weber (TX)
Gosar McHenry

NAYS—395
Abraham Bergman Budd
Adams Beyer Burchett
Aderholt Bilirakis Bustos
Aguilar Bishop (GA) Butterfield
Allen Blumenauer Byrne
Allred Blunt Rochester  Calvert
Amash Bonamici Carbajal
Amodei Bost Cardenas
Armstrong Boyle, Brendan Carson (IN)
Arrington F. Carter (GA)
Axne Brady Cartwright
Bacon Brindisi Case
Baird Brooks (AL) Casten (IL)
Balderson Brooks (IN) Castor (FL)
Banks Brown (MD) Castro (TX)
Barr Brownley (CA) Chabot
Barragan Buchanan Cheney
Beatty Buck Cicilline
Bera Bucshon Cisneros
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Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Cox (CA)
Craig
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Cummings
Cunningham
Curtis
Davids (KS)
Davidson (OH)
Dayvis (CA)
Davis, Danny K.
Davis, Rodney
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duffy
Dunn
Emmer
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx (NC)
Fudge
Fulcher
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)
Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TX)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Harder (CA)
Hartzler
Hastings
Hayes
Heck

Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Hill (CA)
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lamborn
Langevin
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marshall
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
MecClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McKinley
McNerney
Meeks
Meuser
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
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Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Nunes
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Olson

Omar
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pence
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed

Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)
Rose (NY)
Rose, John W.
Rouda
Rouzer

Roy
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Rutherford
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shalala
Sherman
Sherrill
Shimkus
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Soto
Spanberger
Spano
Speier
Stanton
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Stevens
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor

Thompson (CA) Vargas Welch
Thompson (MS)  Veasey Wenstrup
Thompson (PA) Vela Westerman
Timmons Velazquez Wexton
Tipton Visclosky Wild
Titus Walberg Williams
Tlaib Walden Wilson (SC)
Tonko Walker 5
Torres (CA) Walorski &Lﬁ?{?ﬁl
Torres Small Waltz

Woodall

(NM) Wasserman .
Trahan Schultz Wright
Turner Waters Yarmuth
Underwood Watkins Yoho
Upton Watson Coleman Zeldin
Van Drew Webster (FL)
NOT VOTING—23
Bass Jones Sensenbrenner
Bishop (UT) Larsen (WA) Sires
Carter (TX) McCaul Thornberry
Chu, Judy Meng Trone
DesJarlais Miller Wagner
Frankel Payne Wilson (FL)
Garamendi Reschenthaler Young
Grijalva Scott (VA)
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Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mrs. NAPOLI-

TANO, Messrs. VAN DREW,

GROTHMAN, RICE of South Carolina,
SMITH of Missouri, SMITH of New Jer-
sey, and Ms. WILD changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Messrs. WEBER of Texas, GOSAR,
and BABIN changed their vote from
“nay’” to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

———

HOMELAND  SECURITY ASSESS-
MENT OF TERRORISTS’ USE OF
VIRTUAL CURRENCIES ACT

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 428) to direct the Under
Secretary of Homeland Security for In-
telligence and Analysis to develop and
disseminate a threat assessment re-
garding terrorist use of virtual cur-
rency.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 428

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homeland
Security Assessment of Terrorists’ Use of
Virtual Currencies Act”.

SEC. 2. THREAT ASSESSMENT ON TERRORIST USE
OF VIRTUAL CURRENCY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary of Homeland Security
for Intelligence and Analysis, as authorized
by section 201(b)(1) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121(b)(1)), shall, in co-
ordination with appropriate Federal part-
ners, develop and disseminate a threat as-
sessment regarding the actual and potential
threat posed by individuals using virtual
currency to carry out activities in further-
ance of an act of terrorism, including the
provision of material support or resources to
a foreign terrorist organization. Consistent
with the protection of classified and con-
fidential unclassified information, the Under
Secretary shall share the threat assessment
developed under this section with State,
local, and tribal law enforcement officials,
including officials who operate within State,
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local, and regional fusion centers through
the Department of Homeland Security State,
Local, and Regional Fusion Center Initiative
established in section 210A of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124h).

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘foreign terrorist organiza-
tion” means an organization designated as a
foreign terrorist organization under section
219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1189).

(2) The term ‘‘virtual currency’” means a
digital representation of value that func-
tions as a medium of exchange, a unit of ac-
count, or a store of value.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Miss RICE) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
428, the Homeland Security Assessment
of Terrorists’ Use of Virtual Currencies
Act.

In the 17 years since the deadliest
terrorist attack in American history,
the United States has led the global
fight against terrorism, thwarting
plots and preventing attacks on Amer-
ican soil, identifying and disrupting
terrorist networks around the world,
and hunting down terrorists wherever
they may hide.

However, the threat of terrorism is
not the same as it was on September
11, 2001. It is a threat that constantly
evolves, and we need to evolve with it.
We need to evolve ahead of it.

Today, we have to acknowledge that
the front lines of the war on terror are
shifting increasingly away from indi-
vidual countries and into cyberspace.
This new front line poses an especially
dangerous and nebulous threat when it
comes to terrorist financing.

As such, the Homeland Security As-
sessment of Terrorists’ Use of Virtual
Currencies Act speaks to a timely and
pressing concern. Over the past several
years, a number of terrorist organiza-
tions have turned to virtual currencies
to support themselves and fund their
operations.

For example, in December of 2017, a
woman in New York was arrested and
pled guilty after she obtained $62,000 in
bitcoin and other virtual currencies to
send to ISIL. Using those virtual funds,
she was able to send the money via
shell entities in Pakistan, China, and
Turkey that were fronts for ISIL.

In early 2017, Indonesian authorities
reported that a Syria-based Indonesian
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with ties to ISIL used bitcoin and
other virtual currencies to fund at-
tacks in Indonesia.

The same things that make virtual
currencies appealing to everyday con-
sumers, speed and convenience, make
these currencies appealing to those
who want to finance illegal activities.
Many forms of virtual currencies also
offer their users anonymity, making
them particularly attractive to those
seeking to circumvent American law
enforcement and financial institutions.

In order to effectively confront this
threat, we need to fully understand it.
We need a comprehensive assessment
of how virtual currencies might be
abused for illegal and nefarious ends.

My bill would require DHS to con-
duct such an assessment and share its
findings with law enforcement officers
who are on the front lines of the war on
terror.

Indeed, this bill will help provide law
enforcement officials at all levels with
the 21st century solutions, informa-
tion, and resources they need to
counter this emerging threat.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend and
colleague, Congresswoman RICE from
New York, for introducing this bill.

Over the past 12 months, there has
been growing concern by administra-
tion officials, as well as security and fi-

nancial experts, about potential
threats associated with
cryptocurrencies.

In July 2018, a Department of Justice
task force reported noted criminals are
using virtual currencies to collect,
hide, and launder funds, as well as pur-
chase illegal goods and services. Both
the Treasury Department and the In-
ternal Revenue Service have ongoing
efforts to review registered digital cur-
rency providers and identify illicit use.

The legislation we are considering
today, sponsored by the gentlewoman
from New York (Miss RICE), adds to
this effort by directing the Department
of Homeland Security to develop and
disseminate a threat assessment of
threat posed by individuals using vir-
tual currencies to carry out activities
in furtherance of terrorism, including
the provision of material support or re-
sources to a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion.

The bill also requires DHS to share
the threat assessment with State and
local law enforcement.

As the threat of terrorism evolves, so
do the methods to finance and support
the actors who plot to attack the
United States. The Federal Govern-
ment must evolve as well to meet these
novel and technologically based chal-
lenges.

This bill positions the Department to
detect the new, digital-based methods
in terrorist financing and support that
have already occurred and to prepare
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for those that are sure and soon to fol-
low.

The potential of terrorist organiza-
tions to use virtual currencies to carry
out an attack, or a smuggling network
to launder illicit proceeds through
cryptocurrency markets, should be a
major concern to the Department of
Homeland Security. Requiring the De-
partment to conduct a threat assess-
ment is appropriate and timely.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman
RICE for bringing this bill forward, and
I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 428 is an important
piece of legislation that was approved
by a voice vote last Congress. This bill
will help DHS effectively address ter-
rorists’ actual and potential use of vir-
tual currencies.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues in the Freedom Caucus, who
care so much about national security
and domestic security, to put their
money where their mouths are, to put
political pettiness aside, let these
votes go through as they are meant to,
because these are bipartisan bills, DHS
bills that are supported broadly by
Members of this House. Let’s get on
with this, since this is an issue that we
all care about.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this legislation,
H.R. 428, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 428.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———————

PATHWAYS TO IMPROVING HOME-
LAND SECURITY AT THE LOCAL
LEVEL ACT

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 449) to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, to direct the
Assistant Secretary for State and
Local Law Enforcement to produce and
disseminate an annual catalog on De-
partment of Homeland Security train-
ing, publications, programs, and serv-
ices for State, local, and tribal law en-
forcement agencies, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 449

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pathways to
Improving Homeland Security at the Local
Level Act”.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL CATALOG ON DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY TRAINING,
PUBLICATIONS, PROGRAMS, AND
SERVICES FOR STATE, LOCAL, AND
TRIBAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGEN-
CIES.

Section 2006(b)(4) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 607(b)(4)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (F), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(G) produce an annual catalog that sum-
marizes opportunities for training, publica-
tions, programs, and services available to
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement
agencies from the Department and from each
component and office within the Department
and, not later than 30 days after the date of
each such production, disseminate the cata-
log at issue, including by—

‘(i) making such catalog available to
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement
agencies, including by posting such catalog
on the website of the Department and co-
operating with national organizations that
represent such agencies;

‘“(ii) making such catalog available
through the Homeland Security Information
Network; and

‘“(iii) submitting such catalog to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Miss RICE) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
449, the Pathways to Improving Home-
land Security at the Local Level Act.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my Democratic
colleague, Mrs. DEMINGS, for reintro-
ducing this measure in the new Con-
gress.

Nearly 18 years ago, our country
faced the difficult realization that, in
order to effectively combat the threat
of terrorism, we needed to implement a
new whole-of-government approach. In
other words, we need all hands on deck.

Having learned from the September
11 terrorist attacks, the Department of
Homeland Security now facilitates in-
formation-sharing and collaboration
efforts between the Federal, State, and
local levels. This cooperation helps to
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ensure that all government partners
are equipped with the resources and in-
formation they need to tackle the ever-
evolving threat of terrorism.

H.R. 449 will help further those ef-
forts. This bill will ensure that our Na-
tion’s first responders at the State and
local levels have easy and ready access
to DHS’ cutting-edge resources and
training programs.

H.R. 449 would require the Depart-
ment to disseminate such information
in an annual catalog. In order to maxi-
mize the catalog’s availability and
readership, this bill also calls for the
catalog to be accessible on the Depart-
ment’s website as well as on a secure
information-sharing platform.

This measure is a great example of
commonsense, bipartisan legislation
that will help build safer communities
from the ground up.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is part of DHS’ statu-
tory mission to support State and local
law enforcement, and the Office of
State and Local Law Enforcement has
the responsibility of proactively identi-
fying ways in which the Department
can support these important stake-
holders.

The Pathways to Improving Home-
land Security at the Local Level Act,
sponsored by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS), will ensure
that State and local law enforcement
receive vital information on available
DHS resources and programs.

Under the bill, the Office of State and
Local Law Enforcement will annually
produce and disseminate a catalog that
details the Department of Homeland
Security training, publications, pro-
grams, and services available to non-
Federal law enforcement agencies. The
office must disseminate the catalog
within 30 days of production to State
and local law enforcement entities.

This catalog is currently being pro-
duced by the office, and the bill re-
quires them to continue its production.

DHS also is required to share the
catalog through the Homeland Secu-
rity Information Network. Using this
existing information-sharing platform
will expand, hopefully, the number of
State and local law enforcement part-
ners who receive it.

This bill is intended to increase
awareness of DHS tools and resources
available to assist State and local law
enforcement.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense measure,
and I reserve the balance of my time.
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Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS).

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from New York for
yielding.
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Mr. Speaker, I reintroduced H.R. 449
to enhance counterterrorism prepared-
ness at the local level.

In recent years, we have seen acts of
terrorism, especially in planning and
execution, take place in cities through-
out our Nation. Whether it occurs at a
church in Charleston, a synagogue in
Pittsburgh, or a nightclub in Orlando,
local law enforcement is the front line
of defense in protecting our commu-
nities from acts of violence. It is,
therefore, necessary to equip our first
responders with the tools to allow
them to quickly adapt to the evolving
terrorist threat landscape. This bill,
H.R. 449, does just that.

Today, the Department of Homeland
Security’s training catalogue is a pri-
mary resource for State and local juris-
dictions to find opportunities to en-
hance their counterterrorism and pre-
paredness capabilities.

Specifically, H.R. 449 directs DHS’
Office of State and Local Law Enforce-
ment to produce, as you have heard,
and distribute an annual catalogue of
training programs and services to
State, local, and Tribal law enforce-
ment communities. To ensure that this
information is shared throughout the
law enforcement community with
agencies large and small, H.R. 449 re-
quires this comprehensive catalogue be
posted on the DHS website, as well as
on the Homeland Security Information
Network.

Enactment of this bill will further
strengthen the Department’s partner-
ship with State and local law enforce-
ment to help better protect the home-
land. Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR).

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I am fully
in favor of this bill. Particularly, last
week, when my colleague ANDY BIGGS
and I took a bunch of our colleagues
down on the border, we were assailed
by our Border Patrol not having ade-
quate weapons and not having enough
bulletproof vests and light armor. A lot
of times, these guys are -carrying
shielding that is 35 pounds. In the hot
summer, your body temperature can
rise very quickly above that.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill. It is
a good bill. T encourage my colleagues
to vote for it.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, in closing, I thank the gentle-
woman from Florida for introducing
this important bill to ensure State and
local law enforcement are aware of the
resources DHS can provide to them.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
H.R. 449, which passed the House of
Representatives on suspension last
Congress, will strengthen the Federal
Government’s relationship with our
State and local law enforcement part-
ners.

One of our top priorities on this com-
mittee is ensuring adequate training
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for our first responders and creating
collaborative partnerships between
DHS and its local counterparts. This
bill will help us accomplish that.

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 449, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 449.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——————

DHS FIELD ENGAGEMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 504) to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to require the
Department of Homeland Security to
develop an engagement strategy with
fusion centers, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 504

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “DHS Field
Engagement Accountability Act’.

SEC. 2. ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY WITH FUSION
CENTERS.

Section 210A of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124h) is amended by—

(1) redesigning subsections (j) and (k) as
subsections (k) and (1), respectively; and

(2) inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(j) FUSION CENTER INFORMATION SHARING
STRATEGY.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this subsection,
the Secretary shall develop and update at
least once every five years a strategy for De-
partment engagement with fusion centers.
Such strategy shall be developed and up-
dated in consultation with the heads of intel-
ligence components of the Department, the
Chief Privacy Officer of the Department, the
Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties of
the Department, officials of fusion centers,
officers designated as Homeland Security
Advisors, and the heads of other relevant
agencies, as appropriate. Such strategy shall
include the following:

‘(1) Specific goals and objectives for shar-
ing information and engaging with fusion
centers—

““(A) through the direct deployment of per-
sonnel from intelligence components of the
Department;

‘“(B) through the use of Department un-
classified and classified information sharing
systems, including the Homeland Security
Information Sharing Network and the Home-
land Secure Data Network, or any successor
systems; and

“(C) through any additional means.

‘(2) The performance metrics to be used to
measure success in achieving the goals and
objectives referred to in paragraph (1).
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“(3) A five-year plan for continued engage-
ment with fusion centers.”.

SEC. 3. OFFICE OF INTELLIGENCE AND ANALYSIS
FIELD PERSONNEL SUPPORT TO FU-
SION CENTERS.

(a) PERFORMANCE METRICS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Under Secretary for Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of
Homeland Security shall—

(1) consider the effectiveness of existing
processes to identify and prepare field per-
sonnel for deployment to support fusion cen-
ters and internal mechanisms to ensure over-
sight and accountability of such field per-
sonnel, including field personnel assigned to
one center and field personnel assigned to
multiple centers; and

(2) publish and disseminate performance
metrics, taking into account, as appropriate,
regional and threat diversity, for—

(A) field personnel from the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis assigned to an indi-
vidual fusion center;

(B) field personnel from the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis assigned to multiple fu-
sion centers; and

(C) regional Directors of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis to ensure account-
ability for monitoring all field personnel
under the supervision of such Regional Di-
rectors.

(b) TRAINING.—In consultation with the
Chief Information Officer of the Department
of Homeland Security, the Under Secretary
for Intelligence and Analysis of the Depart-
ment shall develop and implement a formal-
ized training module for fusion center per-
sonnel regarding the classified Homeland Se-
cure Data Network of the Department, or
any successor system.

(c) FUsioN CENTER DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘fusion center’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 210A of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
124h).

SEC. 4. DHS COMPONENT USAGE OF THE HOME-
LAND SECURITY INFORMATION NET-
WORK.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Chief Intelligence Officer of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, in consultation
with the Chief Information Officer of the De-
partment, shall—

(1) develop policies and metrics to ensure
effective use by components of the Depart-
ment of the Department’s unclassified
Homeland Security Information Sharing
Network, or any successor system; and

(2) develop policies for posting unclassified
products on the Homeland Security Informa-
tion Sharing Network, or any successor sys-
tem.

(b) TECHNICAL ENHANCEMENTS.—The Chief
Information Officer of the Department of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Chief Intelligence Officer of the Department,
shall assess and implement, as appropriate,
technical enhancements to the Homeland Se-
curity Information Sharing Network (HSIN)
to improve usability, including search
functionality, data analysis, and collabora-
tion capabilities.

SEC. 5. REPORT.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Homeland Security shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs and the Select Committee on
Intelligence of the Senate a report on the
implementation of the following:

(1) The fusion center information sharing
strategy required under subsection (j) of sec-
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tion 210A of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (6 U.S.C. 124h), as added by section 2 of
this Act, based on performance metrics de-
veloped pursuant to such strategy.

(2) Field personnel deployed to fusion cen-
ters (as such term is defined in section 210A
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 124h)) in accordance with section 3,
based on performance metrics developed pur-
suant to such section.

(3) Policies that seek to ensure the effec-
tive use of the Homeland Security Informa-
tion Sharing Network in accordance with
section 4, based on the metrics developed
pursuant to such section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Miss RICE) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
my colleague on the other side of the
aisle, Mr. BACON, for reintroducing the
DHS Field Engagement Accountability
Act.

One of the core responsibilities of
this committee is to ensure collabora-
tion and information-sharing among
Federal, State, local, Tribal, and terri-
torial partners. That is how we protect
our cities from any and all terrorist
threats, whether it is one that comes
from a foreign organization or a home-
grown, lone-wolf attacker.

One example of our commitment to
this comprehensive approach is the
committee’s long history of bipartisan
support for the Department of Home-
land Security’s 79 fusion centers lo-
cated across the country. These centers
are meant to connect the dots at the
local level. They are information-shar-
ing hubs that facilitate coordination
and the sharing of resources between
Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment officials.

However, a 2016 review found that
DHS does not have a strategic engage-
ment plan for these 79 fusion centers.
H.R. 504 will help fill that void. This
important legislation will require DHS
to develop a departmentwide strategy
for engaging and sharing information
with national fusion centers.

Additionally, this measure requires
DHS to develop metrics that will help
hold fusion center staff accountable for
their performance.

This legislation also requires DHS to
improve the classified and unclassified
information-sharing systems that are
used by fusion centers to ensure that
information is shared properly and in
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accordance with Department stand-
ards. Specifically, H.R. 504 would re-
quire that all information-sharing poli-
cies are developed and maintained by
the Department’s experts on privacy,
civil rights, and civil liberties.

The recent shooting in Pittsburgh
and the spate of pipe bombs that were
mailed across the country last year are
potent reminders of how important it
is for local law enforcement agencies
to be equipped with the resources and
information they need to combat ur-
gent threats. In short, events like
these exemplify the growing need for
well-informed and well-maintained fu-
sion centers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support this legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
504, the DHS Field Engagement Ac-
countability Act.

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity has long supported the role and
mission of locally owned fusion centers
across the United States. These hubs
for assessing and sharing threat infor-
mation are important links for the De-
partment of Homeland Security, the
FBI, and other Federal, State, and
local stakeholders.

The legislation before us today di-
rects the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to develop a forward-looking
strategy to improve engagement ef-
forts with fusion centers and establish
metrics for both DHS personnel and
technology deployed to fusion centers.

Clear performance metrics for fusion
center personnel are needed to ensure
fusion center directors understand
what to expect from DHS personnel de-
tailed to their centers. This effort will
also allow DHS to better track the
value fusion centers are providing to
the national information-sharing envi-
ronment.

Lastly, the bill addresses a need for
improvements to DHS information
sharing utilized by fusion centers and
other stakeholders by requiring train-
ing modules and feedback mechanisms.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
DoON BACON for his work on this legisla-
tion and his overall commitment to
Federal, State, and local information
sharing.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I have no more speakers, and I am pre-
pared to close after the gentleman
from Louisiana closes.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BACON), the
cosponsor of this bill.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Louisiana and I thank
the gentlewoman from New York for
their leadership today.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
bill, H.R. 504, that I authored. It is
called the DHS Field Engagement Ac-
countability Act.

The purpose of this legislation is to
provide transparency, predictability,
and technology improvements to the 79
State and locally owned fusion centers
across the United States. This bill fixes
several shortfalls that were identified
by recent inspection findings.

I was able to visit the Nebraska In-
formation Analysis Center, known as
NIAC, my home State’s fusion center,
in January of this last year. The NIAC
was established in 2007 and serves as a
critical information-sharing conduit
between the State of Nebraska and the
Federal Government to the benefit of
all 93 counties in Nebraska.

While the NIAC currently has outside
support from DHS, not all fusion cen-
ters are in the same situation through-
out our country, and that needs to be
fixed. To address this shortfall, H.R.
504 requires the Department to engage
an engagement strategy for how to
best coordinate information sharing,
technology, and personnel resources
with fusion centers. Additionally, the
bill requires DHS to develop clear and
robust performance metrics for the per-
sonnel assigned to fusion centers to
provide needed accountability.

In addition to personnel, DHS also
provides fusion centers with access to
databases and information-sharing pro-
grams for classified and sensitive infor-
mation. H.R. 504 includes several provi-
sions to address improvements in
training and technology mneeded for
these systems, including a requirement
that DHS components share appro-
priate intelligence products with fu-
sion centers.

The sharing of counterterrorism and
other homeland security information
with State and local officials is vital in
our efforts to protect the homeland. In
the past few years, there have been sig-
nificant improvements in DHS’ support
for key stakeholders. The DHS Field
Engagement Accountability Act builds
on this progress by holding DHS more
accountable for supporting fusion cen-
ters and making the improvements
needed to truly utilize them as a re-
source for the Federal Government.

This is a commonsense bill that
passed the House last Congress. With
another strong showing of bipartisan
support from the House, I am confident
that we will be able to work with our
colleagues in the other Chamber to
enact this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further speakers,
and I am prepared to close.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman
THOMPSON, Ranking Member ROGERS,
and Congressman BACON for bringing
this bill to the floor.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on H.R. 504, to improve DHS’ coordina-
tion and information-sharing activities
with State and local fusion centers
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across the country, thereby making
the homeland security intelligence en-
terprise more robust.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 504, which passed
the House on suspension last Congress,
would help ensure that fusion centers
throughout the country have access to
the resources necessary to Kkeep our
homeland safe and secure.

By directing the Department to de-
velop a strategy for its fusion centers,
the bill seeks to enhance DHS’ overall
ability to fulfill its core mission. Addi-
tionally, H.R. 504 would ensure that
DHS’ information-sharing policies in-
clude strong privacy and civil liberty
safeguards.

Regardless of the target or the under-
lying ideology behind a terrorist plot,
State and local law enforcement enti-
ties need a clear line of communication
with their Federal counterparts.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 504, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 504.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISORY
BOARD ACT OF 2019

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 769) to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to establish
in the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity a board to coordinate and inte-
grate departmental intelligence, ac-
tivities, and policy related to counter-
terrorism, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 769

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Counterter-
rorism Advisory Board Act of 2019”.

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISORY
BOARD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—At the end of subtitle A
of title II of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (6 U.S.C. 121 et seq.) insert the following
new section:

“SEC. 210H. DEPARTMENTAL COORDINATION ON
COUNTERTERRORISM.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is in the De-
partment a board to be composed of senior
representatives of departmental operational
components and headquarters elements. The
purpose of the board shall be to coordinate
and integrate departmental intelligence, ac-
tivities, and policy related to the counterter-
rorism mission and functions of the Depart-
ment.
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‘‘(b) CHARTER.—There shall be a charter to
govern the structure and mission of the
board. Such charter shall direct the board to
focus on the current threat environment and
the importance of aligning departmental
counterterrorism activities under the Sec-
retary’s guidance. The charter shall be re-
viewed and updated every 4 years, as appro-
priate.

‘“(c) MEMBERS.—

‘(1) CHAIR.—The Secretary shall appoint a
Coordinator for Counterterrorism within the
Department who will serve as the chair of
the board.

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—The Secretary
shall appoint additional members of the
board from among the following:

‘““(A) The Transportation Security Admin-
istration.

‘“(B) United States Customs and Border
Protection.

‘(C) United States Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement.

‘(D) The Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

‘‘(E) The Coast Guard.

‘“(F) United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services.

‘(G) The United States Secret Service.

‘“‘(H) The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency.

‘(I) The Office of Operations Coordination.

¢“(J) The Office of the General Counsel.

‘“(K) The Office of Intelligence and Anal-
ysis.

‘(L)) The Office of Policy.

‘(M) The Science and Technology Direc-
torate.

‘“(N) Other Departmental offices and pro-
grams as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary.

‘‘(d) MEETINGS.—The board shall meet on a
regular basis to discuss intelligence and co-
ordinate ongoing threat mitigation efforts
and departmental activities, including co-
ordination with other Federal, State, local,
tribal, territorial, and private sector part-
ners, and shall make recommendations to
the Secretary.

‘“(e) TERRORISM ALERTS.—The board shall
advise the Secretary on the issuance of ter-
rorism alerts pursuant to section 203 of this
Act.

“(f) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—
No additional funds are authorized to carry
out this section.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of such Act is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 210G the following new item:

“Sec. 210H. Departmental coordination on
counterterrorism.”.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, acting through the Coordinator
for Counterterrorism, shall submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the status and
activities of the board established under sec-
tion 210H of the Homeland Security Act of
2002, as added by subsection (a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Miss RICE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KATKO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
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include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, there is no question
that the challenges in securing our
homeland have become more complex
and diverse in nature. As such, it is im-
perative that the DHS Secretary and
any successors have a stable, codified
mechanism for counterterrorism deci-
sionmaking.
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H.R. 769, the Counterterrorism Advi-
sory Board Act of 2019 does just that. It
would codify the Board into law, and
ensure that it remains an integral part
of counterterrorism policy rec-
ommendations and responses across
the Department.

Since 2010, the Counterterrorism Ad-
visory Board, or CTAB, which is com-
prised of top DHS officials, has syn-
thesized counterterrorism programs
and activities across the Department.

The CTAB helps keep America safe.
H.R. 769 would authorize the CTAB to
coordinate and integrate DHS’ intel-
ligence, policies, and activities related
to counterterrorism. H.R. 769 also di-
rects the Board to meet on a regular
basis, to coordinate and integrate the
Department’s counterterrorism efforts,
assess the current threat environment,
and establish the leadership and com-
position of the Board. H.R. 769 also re-
quires DHS to report to Congress on
the Dboard’s status, activities, and
progress.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support this legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in 2015, I was selected to
chair the Congressional Task Force on
Combating Terrorist and Foreign
Fighter Travel. After months of brief-
ings, site visits, and hearings, it be-
came clear that the Department of
Homeland Security had to improve in-
ternal and external coordination and
intelligence sharing to address a grow-
ing threat of foreign fighter travel, as
well as other counterterrorism efforts.

As a result, I introduced legislation
to authorize and enhance the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Counter-
terrorism Advisory Board. Established
in 2010, the CTAB brings senior offi-
cials across the spectrum in the De-
partment to share information and co-
ordinate counterterrorism activities.

The CTAB has improved the Depart-
ment’s ability to respond to terrorism
threats and harmonize counterterror-
ism programs and activities across
DHS components.

Given that the CTAB has never been
authorized in law, the Board could be
dismantled at any time, and the coun-
terterrorism gains achieved could be
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lost. The bill ensures that the CTAB
will be formally established in law. The
bill also ensures the CTAB includes ro-
bust participation from DHS-compo-
nent agencies in order to ensure all
homeland security resources are uti-
lized and the one DHS vision is real-
ized.

With ISIS having lost nearly all of
its territory and all of al-Qaida’s senior
leaders calling for unity among
jihadist groups, it is more important
than ever to ensure DHS is using all
available resources to identify and pre-
vent terrorists from coming to the
United States.

The bill requires the Department of
Homeland Security to establish a char-
ter to govern the roles and responsibil-
ities of the CTAB, and further requires
that the charter be reviewed and up-
dated at least every 4 years to ensure
the Department of Homeland Security
is keeping pace with the ever-evolving
terrorist threats.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man THOMPSON and Ranking Member
ROGERS for selecting this bill as a pri-
ority for floor consideration so early in
a new Congress. I look forward to
working with our Senate colleagues to
move this legislation through the proc-
ess, and as always, I look forward to
working with my colleague, the gentle-
woman from New York (Miss RICE).

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that this
body is working to continue to
strengthen our national security by de-
bating the legislation before us today.

I introduced this bill in the 114th
Congress and 115th Congress, and it
passed the House by an overwhelming
majority.

I urge my colleagues to again pass
this measure and support the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s counter-
terrorism mission, and I hope the Sen-
ate will get it through this time.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
again, H.R. 769 will authorize within
the Department of Homeland Security,
the Counterterrorism Advisory Board
to coordinate and integrate the Depart-
ment’s intelligence activities and poli-
cies as they relate to counterterrorism.

This Board already plays a central
and necessary role within DHS, and
H.R. 769 will ensure that the Counter-
terrorism Advisory Board will remain
in place for decades to come.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
league and friend and fellow New York-
er, Congressman KATKO. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 769, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 769.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
THAT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
SHOULD WORK PROACTIVELY
WITH CUSTOMERS AFFECTED BY
SHUTDOWN OF FEDERAL GOV-
ERNMENT

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 77) expressing the sense
of Congress that financial institutions
and other companies should work
proactively with their customers af-
fected by the shutdown of the Federal
Government who may be facing short-
term financial hardship and long-term
damage to their creditworthiness
through no fault of their own, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. T7

Resolved, That it is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) financial institutions and other enti-
ties, such as landlords, consumer reporting
agencies and companies engaged in the pro-
duction of consumer scores, should help con-
sumers affected by any shutdown of the Fed-
eral Government, including the shutdown
that began on December 22, 2018;

(2) even with the recent conclusion of the
shutdown, the period of recovery has just
begun and the negative impact the shutdown
is having on millions of consumers and the
U.S. economy is significant; for example,
analysis from S&P Global Ratings estimates
that the U.S. economy has already lost more
than $6 billion as of January 25, 2019, and if
the shutdown were to resume in a few weeks,
the analysis suggests there would be a fur-
ther reduction of real Gross Domestic Prod-
uct by $1.2 billion each week the government
is shutdown;

(3) financial institutions and other compa-
nies, such as consumer reporting agencies
and companies engaged in the production of
consumer scores, should provide opportuni-
ties for consumers affected by any shut-
down—including Federal employees, govern-
ment contractors, small businesses, and
other individuals—who are or will be facing
financial distress to easily contact and alert
them of their situation immediately;

(4) affected consumers may face financial
hardship and emotional distress in making
timely payments on their debts, such as
mortgages, student loans, car loans, credit
cards, and other debt, as well as paying for
rent, food, transportation, school and other
basic necessities, due to the temporary delay
or permanent loss of their income;

(5) to provide quick relief to their affected
customers or tenants, financial institutions
and other entities, such as landlords, respec-
tively, should for the duration of any shut-
down, as well as for a reasonable period of
time following a shutdown, consider waiving
or reducing penalty, late payment, and simi-
lar fees; ceasing evictions and foreclosures;
and providing forbearance;

(6) consumers affected by the shutdown,
whose income are directly or indirectly de-
pendent on the full operation of the Federal
Government, may be experiencing financial
and emotional stress through no fault of
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their own and their creditworthiness should
not be impaired because of the shutdown;

(7) financial institutions and other compa-
nies, such as consumer reporting agencies
and companies engaged in the production of
consumer scores, should take steps to pre-
vent adverse information being reported and
utilized in any manner that harms affected
consumers, including by preventing modified
credit arrangements intended to help con-
sumers fulfill their financial obligations
from being reported to, and coded by, con-
sumer reporting agencies on a person’s credit
report in a manner that hurts the credit-
worthiness of the affected consumers;

(8) new products, services, or prudent
workout arrangements designed to help af-
fected consumers that are consistent with
safe and sound lending practices are gen-
erally in the long-term best interest of the
financial institution, the consumer, and the
economy;

(9) financial institutions should work
proactively to identify their customers who
have been affected by any shutdown and
adopt flexible, prudent arrangements to help
such customers meet their debt and other
obligations; and

(10) prudent efforts to adopt flexible work-
out arrangements for affected consumers
should not be subject to examiner criticism
or negative examinations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATERS) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on this
legislation and to insert extraneous
material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 77, as
amended. President Trump’s historic
35-day shutdown of the Federal Govern-
ment has had a deeply harmful impact
on millions of Americans and the U.S.
economy.

While this shutdown recently came
to an end, we must not forget the re-
covery has just begun for a wide range
of affected consumers, including Fed-
eral employees, contractors, small
businesses, and other individuals.

Many of those people will not receive
back pay. Many of them have various
financial obligations, like a mortgage,
or a student loan payment that they
may have missed. However, they did
not cause the shutdown and should not
suffer any negative consequences from
it.

Financial institutions and other enti-
ties, like landlords and consumer re-
porting agencies, can play a key role in
helping these innocent people. Given
the financial hardship and emotional
distress these consumers face, through
no fault of their own, I introduced H.
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Res. 77 to send a strong message to the
financial industry that they should do
what they can to help these innocent
consumers.

Specifically, the resolution expresses
the sense of Congress that financial in-
stitutions and other entities should
work proactively to help all consumers
affected by the shutdown. This includes
waiving fees, ceasing evictions and
foreclosures, and otherwise providing
forbearance for any affected consumer,
as well as taking steps to ensure their
creditworthiness is not impaired be-
cause of the shutdown.

Financial regulators agree that it is
appropriate for financial institutions
to offer prudent accommodations to
help their affected customers. On Janu-
ary 10, I wrote to the regulators to en-
courage them to provide public guid-
ance to financial institutions to under-
score they could affirmatively make
prudent workout arrangements con-
sistent with safety and soundness with-
out fear of being subject to examiner
criticisms. I am glad that they made
such a statement the very next day.

On January 18, I wrote a letter to
various financial services trade organi-
zations, as well as the three largest
credit reporting agencies, to encourage
their institutions and member compa-
nies to take all prudent and appro-
priate actions, including those outlined
in the regulators interagency state-
ment, to help any consumer who may
be affected by the shutdown.

While I appreciate that many finan-
cial institutions have already an-
nounced various accommodations for
affected consumers, I believe it is im-
portant that there be a robust effort by
all financial institutions, consumer re-
porting agencies, and others to do what
they can to help in the weeks and
months to come which H. Res. 77 seeks
to encourage.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H. Res. 77, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the 800,000 Federal employees
impacted by the partial government
shutdown and express my sincere
agreement that banks and Federal reg-
ulators should do the compassionate
and the sensible thing, to support cus-
tomers in need of assistance.

Mr. Speaker, whether it was a missed
credit card payment or an unexpected
medical expense, many furloughed Fed-
eral employees have faced economic
hardships over the last 35 days,
through no fault of their own. A string
of dead-end and dead-on-arrival bills
and nonstarter negotiations thrust
hardworking Federal employees into
the middle of a political fight, all over
commonsense border security measures
that I support, and that many Demo-
crats have supported previously.

Our only course of action at that
time and now is to try and provide
some relief to those who are in need,
and most importantly, find a solution
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to ensure that the government doesn’t
shut down again on February 15. But
those are larger political issues, and we
are trying to be of substance as to what
we can do to be of assistance to those
who were affected by the government
shutdown within our committee of ju-
risdiction, the Financial Services Com-
mittee.

I appreciate Chairwoman WATERS’ ef-
forts to provide support for hard-
working Federal employees by intro-
ducing this resolution and encouraging
banks to assist their customers in
need.

Thankfully, many financial institu-
tions are already doing exactly what is
suggested in this resolution, and that,
as Chairwoman WATERS said in her
statement, is at the urging of Members
of Congress, but also their under-
standing of the needs in their commu-
nities, like waiving late fees for fur-
loughed employees, or the other over
100 banks that took it upon themselves
for loan modifications and payment
deadline extension, payroll advances,
low-rate and zero-rate loans, as well as
other accommodations, and those are
wonderful things, positive things.

Unfortunately, we now find ourselves
in a situation where the financial regu-
latory regime has left banks trying
their best under a cloud of uncertainty
on how regulators will react to their
efforts during the government shut-
down.

While I agree with my colleague
across the aisle that we should encour-
age banks to work more proactively
with customers affected in the shut-
down, we must also encourage our fi-
nancial regulators to provide clarity to
our financial institutions that they are
permitted to provide that type of re-
lief.

I have no doubt this issue will be a
part of a larger conversation I hope
that we can have on the Financial
Services Committee about what regu-
lators are doing to help individual tax-
payers and also what they are doing
that hurts the American people as well.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is a good
bill that I encourage my colleagues to
support.

Mr. HARRIS. Will the gentleman
yield for a question?

Mr. MCHENRY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, my read-
ing of the bill is not furloughed em-
ployees. It is anyone affected. It has a
very broad definition. Without putting
any guardrails on it, one could argue
that every American was probably af-
fected in some way. Is that true? Is my
reading of the bill that this extends
way beyond furloughed employees? It
affects any consumer affected. Is that
correct?

Mr. MCHENRY. Reclaiming my time,
I did not write the legislation. The in-
tention here is the encouragement of
Federal regulators to take a new look.
I think that is the broad understanding
of what this resolution gets to. I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ), who is a senior
member of the Financial Services Com-
mittee and chairwoman of the Small
Business Committee.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairwoman, MAXINE
WATERS, and the ranking member, Mr.
McHENRY, for this important resolu-
tion.

Last week, Democrats stood united
and ended the longest government
shutdown in history. We should be
clear: This shutdown was caused solely
by President Trump’s personal obses-
sion with the border wall.

Roughly 800,000 Federal workers were
either furloughed or forced to work
without pay. More than 1 million con-
tractors were forced to miss multiple
paychecks.

Now, Donald Trump may not relate
to this, but for these workers, this
means bills piling up. It means choos-
ing between putting gasoline in your
car or groceries in your refrigerator.

Throughout the shutdown, my office
was in contact with several financial
institutions and companies that were
offering forbearance options, waiving
late fees, and providing short-term, no-
interest loans for affected workers.
That is admirable, and I thank them.

However, the media also reported on
numerous workers who were forced to
take out personal loans and cash ad-
vances on credit cards, or who even
turned to predatory payday loans to
make ends meet.

For example, NBC News recently re-
ported on one company offering per-
sonal installment loans that had seen
an uptick in customers looking to use
their products. It is perhaps no coinci-
dence that this uptick coincided with a
nearly 19 percent rise in the company’s
stock since the shutdown began.

This is unconscionable. Financial in-
stitutions and companies should not be
preying on Federal employees or con-
tractors who went nearly a month
without pay. Instead, they should be
working with those affected to get
them back on track and rebuild their
lives.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chair WATERS
for offering this important resolution
to further that goal, and I urge all my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. MOONEY).

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Actu-
ally, Mr. Speaker, I have a point of
clarification for the chairman.

Is this bill affecting all furloughed
Federal workers, anyone furloughed, or
anyone affected by the furlough in any
way? Any consumer, any American
that is affected?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, this reso-
lution is intended not only to help Fed-
eral employees as such, but contrac-
tors, small businesses, and others that
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are connected to government in ways
that you may not be able to absolutely
identify here. You may have folks who
are consultants who are not considered
contractors. You may have others who
will be affected by this who maybe had
a contract with the Federal Govern-
ment that is now in litigation that has
to be dealt with.

That is what we are intending to do,
not just have a blanket, blanket, blan-
ket, but some connection to the Fed-
eral Government.

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, in West Virginia’s Second
District, we have a lot of Federal work-
ers and contractors who are affected.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from West Virginia.

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the chairman for
clarifying that.

Of course, there are a lot of folks in
my district who are affected by the
shutdown and also affected indirectly
because they are contractors and such.
I have had them approach me over the
last few weeks, wondering if their
backlogged projects were going to get
funded. It is important to clarify that.

Of course, we should backpay people,
and the good, hardworking Americans
who make this country go around need
to get paid.

I understand a little bit of an obses-
sion on the other side against a border
wall that was mentioned by the pre-
vious speaker, when this is really
about how government should function
and appropriate funds in the appro-
priate way, and the power of the purse.
Frankly, getting bills through the
House and the Senate has become quite
a problem, particularly with the other
Chamber, which doesn’t seem to pass
anything and then wants us to do just
whatever the Senate does.

We have a lot of dysfunction, particu-
larly on the other side, and that is
what has cost the workers, not this
wall. The wall is something the Presi-
dent said he would do. It is not the
wall; it is the dysfunction of passing
bills around here that has caused these
problems.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the leader for
the extra minute.

Mr. McHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, let me
say this: I know that we all want to
help all of those who have been af-
fected by the shutdown, and so I hope I
was able to clarify that, so that people
can help the constituents in their dis-
tricts even in ways they may not have
understood.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
LAWSON).

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H. Res. 77. This
resolution expresses the sense that fi-
nancial institutions should do every-
thing within their power to ensure that
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their customers who were impacted by
the Trump shutdown receive the re-
sources they need to get back on track.

Nearly 800,000 Federal workers across
this Nation were impacted by the shut-
down, 13,000 of which are in my dis-
trict. Throughout my district in Flor-
ida, from Quincy, Tallahassee, Jack-
sonville, and even in the rural areas,
constituents expressed to me the chal-
lenges of not receiving their pay-
checks. This meant not paying their
mortgage or rent, not paying for
childcare, hardships purchasing gas
and groceries, or having to miss a car
note. Some of these individuals even
relied on their banks for loans.

These are hardworking Americans
who did not ask for the shutdown,
should not have had to suffer as a pawn
in the shutdown, or did not deserve to
be furloughed because of a shutdown.
That is unacceptable.

Because of the shutdown, these em-
ployees made difficult financial deci-
sions. That is why it is necessary for
our financial institutions to step up
and provide relief to those impacted.
That means extending payment dead-
lines, reducing the interest rate on
short-term loans, and providing finan-
cial and customer education that will
help Federal employees prepare for the
potential of other financial hardships.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Congress-
woman WATERS for introducing this
resolution and for standing up for Fed-
eral workers, and I ask that all of my
colleagues in this House vote in favor.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this House resolution. I think
this resolution truly expresses the
sense of Congress that we should pro-
vide relief that, voluntarily, over 100 fi-
nancial institutions have already com-
mitted to do publicly over the course of
the shutdown. But I think it shows
that we are a compassionate group of
folks here in the House of Representa-
tives and that we want to be sensible in
every way possible, even in the midst
of these major political fights that do
occur from time to time, perhaps, here
on this House floor.

Those disagreements notwith-
standing, what we want to do is work
in a proactive way and in a bipartisan
way to convey to the public that there
are sensible things that we are about,
and that Republicans and Democrats
still can get things done here on the
House floor, here doing the people’s
business and the people’s work.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support Chairwoman WATERS’ resolu-
tion here today, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, this shutdown has in-
flicted tremendous harm on consumers
and the U.S. economy. The Congres-
sional Budget Office estimated the ini-
tial cost for the recent shutdown is
more than $11 billion and wrote:
‘““Among those who experienced the
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largest and most direct negative ef-
fects are Federal workers who faced de-
layed compensation and private-sector
entities that lost business. Some of
those private-sector entities will never
recoup that lost income. . . . And peo-
ple who lost income and consequently
borrowed money during the shutdown
will see an increase in expenses as they
pay interest on that debt.”

I hope my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle would agree that it would be
unfair if these innocent consumers
were to suffer any mnegative con-
sequences from the shutdown and that
financial institutions and others
should do what they can to help.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to try and
give some comfort to those who think
that maybe there are individuals who
are not federally connected who would
be getting help with this kind of ap-
proach, but that is absolutely not true.
I could not list every possible way, but
I am reminded that my husband was an
Ambassador to the Commonwealth of
the Bahamas. I am reminded of the
families who were there. I am reminded
of the children whose education we
paid for while they were in that coun-
try, and the education of other families
of ambassadors and diplomats for
whom the Federal Government pays.
We would not want to not reimburse
for the education of our children in for-
eign countries, et cetera. So there are
many ways that people who are con-
nected to the Federal Government are
impacted by this.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say to
Mr. MCHENRY: Thank you so very much
for your support.

Again, this is a fine example of how
both sides of the aisle can agree on a
commonsense resolution that will help
all those who have been impacted by
this shutdown.

I am very pleased to have the support
of Mr. MCHENRY. We have been trying
desperately in the work that we do, as
we began this session of Congress, to
show that you can work cooperatively
with both sides of the aisle working to-
gether on a bill, resolution, legislation,
et cetera, that really does support and
help our families and all the people in
the country who are looking to us for
support and leadership.

Again, I thank Mr. MCHENRY, and I
thank all the Members on the opposite
side of the aisle who get this and who
understand it and whose contractors
and others are on them saying: What
are you going to do? What are you
going to do?

This is our effort, and I appreciate
their support.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 77, as amended

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, a motion to reconsider is
laid on the table.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in following order:

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 428;

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 449; and

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 769.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

HOMELAND SECURITY ASSESS-
MENT OF TERRORISTS’ USE OF
VIRTUAL CURRENCIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 428) to direct the Under Sec-
retary of Homeland Security for Intel-
ligence and Analysis to develop and
disseminate a threat assessment re-
garding terrorist use of virtual cur-
rency on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 422, nays 3,
not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 56]
YEAS—422

Abraham Boyle, Brendan Cisneros
Adams F. Clark (MA)
Aderholt Brady Clarke (NY)
Aguilar Brindisi Clay
Allen Brooks (AL) Cleaver
Allred Brooks (IN) Cline
Amodei Brown (MD) Cloud
Armstrong Brownley (CA) Clyburn
Arrington Buchanan Cohen
Buck Cole
g:ﬁfn Bucshon Collins (GA)
Bacon Budd Collins (NY)
Baird Burchett Comer
Balderson Bustos Conaway
B:nlfs Butterfield Connolly
Byrne Cook
Barr . Calvert Cooper
g:;ﬂagan Carbajal Correa
Cardenas Costa
Beatty Carson (IN) Courtney
Bera Carter (GA) Cox (CA)
Bergman Carter (TX) Craig
gfeyer Cartwright Crawford
188 Case Crenshaw
Bilirakis Casten (IL) Crist
Bishop (GA) Castor (FL) Crow
Bishop (UT) Castro (TX) Cuellar
Blumenauer Chabot Cummings
Blunt Rochester  Cheney Cunningham
Bonamici Chu, Judy Curtis
Bost Cicilline Davids (KS)
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Davidson (OH)
Davis (CA)

Davis, Danny K.

Davis, Rodney
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duffy
Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx (NC)
Frankel
Fudge
Fulcher
Gabbard
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)
Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Harder (CA)
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Hayes
Heck
Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Hill (CA)
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)

Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lamborn
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marshall
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McNerney
Meadows
Meeks
Meng
Meuser
Miller
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Olson
Omar
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Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pence
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)
Rose (NY)
Rose, John W.
Rouda
Rouzer
Roy
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Rutherford
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shalala
Sherman
Sherrill
Shimkus
Simpson
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Soto
Spanberger
Spano
Speier
Stanton
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Timmons
Tipton
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres Small
(NM)
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Trahan Walker Wexton
Turner Walorski Wild
Underwood Waltz Williams
Upton Wasserman Wilson (SC)
Van Drew Schultz Wittman
Vargas Waters Womack
Veasey Watkins Woodall
Vela Watson Coleman :

p Wright
Velazquez Weber (TX) Varsath
Visclosky Webster (FL)

Yoho

Wagner Welch ¥
Walberg Wenstrup oux}g
Walden Westerman Zeldin

NAYS—3
Amash Gaetz Massie

NOT VOTING—17
Burgess Payne Wilson (FL)
DesdJarlais Sensenbrenner
Jones Trone
0O 1441

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia and Mrs.
ROBY changed their vote from ‘‘nay”’
to “‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PATHWAYS TO IMPROVING HOME-
LAND SECURITY AT THE LOCAL
LEVEL ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUMENAUER). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the unfinished business is the
vote on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 449) to
amend the Homeland Security Act of
2002, to direct the Assistant Secretary
for State and Local Law Enforcement
to produce and disseminate an annual
catalog on Department of Homeland
Security training, publications, pro-
grams, and services for State, local,
and tribal law enforcement agencies,
and for other purposes, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 412, nays 12,
not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 57]

YEAS—412
Abraham Beyer Butterfield
Adams Bilirakis Byrne
Aderholt Bishop (GA) Calvert
Aguilar Bishop (UT) Carbajal
Allen Blumenauer Cardenas
Allred Blunt Rochester Carson (IN)
Amodei Bonamici Carter (GA)
Armstrong Bost Carter (TX)
Arrington Boyle, Brendan Cartwright
Axne F. Case
Babin Brady Casten (IL)
Bacon Brindisi Castor (FL)
Baird Brooks (IN) Castro (TX)
Balderson Brown (MD) Chabot
Banks Brownley (CA) Cheney
Barr Buchanan Chu, Judy
Barragan Buck Cicilline
Bass Bucshon Cisneros
Beatty Budd Clark (MA)
Bera Burchett Clarke (NY)
Bergman Bustos Clay

Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Cox (CA)
Craig
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Cummings
Cunningham
Curtis
Davids (KS)
Davidson (OH)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny K.
Davis, Rodney
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F

Duffy

Dunn
Emmer
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx (NC)
Frankel
Fudge
Fulcher
Gabbard
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)
Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Harder (CA)
Hartzler
Hastings
Hayes

Heck

Hern, Kevin

Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Hill (CA)
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lamborn
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marshall
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McNerney
Meadows
Meeks
Meng
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Meuser
Miller
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Olson

Omar
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pence
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey

Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)
Rose (NY)
Rose, John W.
Rouda
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Rutherford
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shalala
Sherman
Sherrill
Shimkus
Simpson
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Soto
Spanberger
Spano
Speier
Stanton
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
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Stevens Trahan Watkins
Stewart Turner Watson Coleman
Stivers Underwood Weber (TX)
Suozzi Upton Webster (FL)
Swalwell (CA) Van Drew Welch
Takano Vargas Wenstrup
Taylor Veasey Westerman
Thompson (CA) Vela Wexton
Thompson (MS)  Velazquez Wild
Thompson (PA) Visclosky Williams
Thornberry Wagner Wilson (SC)
Timmons Walberg Wittman
Tipton Walden Womack
Titus Walker Woodall
Tlaib Walorski Wright
Tonko Waltz Yarmuth
Torres (CA) Wasserman Yoho
Torres Small Schultz Young

(NM) Waters Zeldin

NAYS—12
Amash Gaetz Massie
Biggs Gosar Ocasio-Cortez
Brooks (AL) Grothman Pressley
Duncan Harris Roy
NOT VOTING—8
Burgess Payne Trone
DesJarlais Sensenbrenner Wilson (FL)
Jones Stauber
0O 1451

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 57.

—————

COUNTERTERRORISM ADVISORY
BOARD ACT OF 2019

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 769) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish in the
Department of Homeland Security a
board to coordinate and integrate de-
partmental intelligence, activities, and
policy related to counterterrorism, and
for other purposes, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 414, nays 12,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 58]

YEAS—414
Abraham Barr Boyle, Brendan
Adams Barragan F.
Aderholt Bass Brady
Aguilar Beatty Brindisi
Allen Bera Brooks (IN)
Allred Bergman Brown (MD)
Amodei Beyer Brownley (CA)
Armstrong Bilirakis Buchanan
Arrington Bishop (GA) Buck
Axne Bishop (UT) Bucshon
Babin Budd
Bacon Blumenauer Burchett
Baird Blunt Ro_chester Burgess
Balderson Bonamici Bustos
Banks Bost Butterfield
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Byrne
Calvert
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Case
Casten (IL)
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot,
Cheney
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Cox (CA)
Craig
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Cummings
Cunningham
Curtis
Davids (KS)
Davidson (OH)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny K.
Davis, Rodney
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duffy
Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx (NC)
Frankel
Fudge
Fulcher
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Gibbs
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)

Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Harder (CA)
Hartzler
Hastings
Hayes

Heck

Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Hill (CA)
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunter

Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer

Kim

Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lamborn
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)

Lee (NV)
Lesko

Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lewis

Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Lowenthal
Lowey

Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan

Luria

Lynch
Malinowski
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Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marshall
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McNerney
Meadows
Meeks
Meng
Meuser
Miller
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pence
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)
Rose (NY)
Rose, John W.
Rouda
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Rutherford
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Serrano

H1269

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to table.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 9 of rule XX, this will be
a b-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 240, nays
176, not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 59]

Sewell (AL) Swalwell (CA) Walden
Shalala Takano Walker
Sherman Taylor Walorski
Sherrill Thompson (CA) Waltz
Shimkus Thompson (MS) Wasserman
Simpson Thompson (PA) Schultz
Sires Thornberry Waters
Slotkin Timmons Watkins
Smith (MO) Tipton Watson Coleman
Smith (NE) Titus Weber (TX)
Smith (NJ) Tonko Webster (FL)
Smith (WA) Torres (CA) Welch
Smucker Torres Small Wenstrup
Soto (NM) Westerman
Spanberger Trahan Wexton
Spano Turner Wild
Speier Underwood Williams
Stanton Upton Wilson (SC)
Stauber Van Drew Wittman
Stefanik Vargas Womack
Steil Veasey Woodall
Steube Vela Wright
Stevens Velazquez Yarmuth
Stewart Visclosky Yoho
Stivers Wagner Young
Suozzi Walberg Zeldin
NAYS—12

Amash Gosar Ocasio-Cortez
Biggs Grothman Omar
Brooks (AL) Harris Roy
Gohmert Massie Tlaib

NOT VOTING—6
DesJarlais Payne Trone
Jones Sensenbrenner Wilson (FL)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MOTION TO RECONSIDER ON H.
RES. 7, EXPRESSING SENSE OF
CONGRESS THAT FINANCIAL IN-
STITUTIONS SHOULD WORK
PROACTIVELY WITH CUSTOMERS
AFFECTED BY SHUTDOWN OF
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion at the desk on the resolution
(H. Res. T7) expressing the sense of Con-
gress that financial institutions and
other companies should work
proactively with their customers af-
fected by the shutdown of the Federal
Government who may be facing short-
term financial hardship and long-term
damage to their creditworthiness
through no fault of their own.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Ms. Waters moves that the House recon-
sider the vote by which the motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to House Resolution
7 was adopted.

MOTION TO TABLE

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Hoyer moves to lay on the table the
motion to reconsider the vote by which the
motion to suspend the rules and agree to
House Resolution 77 was adopted.

The

The

YEAS—240

Adams Garamendi Meng
Aguilar Garcla (IL) Moore
Allred Garcia (TX) Morelle
Axne Golden Moulton
Bass Gomez Mucarsel-Powell
Beatty Gonzalez (OH) Murphy
Bera Gonzalez (TX) Nadler
Beyer Gottheimer Napolitano
Bilirakis Green (TX) Neal
Bishop (GA) Grijalva Neguse
Blumenauer Haaland Norcross
Blunt Rochester  Harder (CA) O’Halleran
Bonamici Hastings Ocasio-Cortez
Boyle, Brendan Hayes Omar

F. Heck Pallone
Brindisi Higgins (NY) Panetta
Brown (MD) Hill (CA) Pappas
Brownley (CA) Himes Pascrell
Burgess Horn, Kendra S.  Perlmutter
Bustos Horsford Peters
Butterfield Houlahan Peterson
Carbajal Hoyer Phillips
Cardenas Huffman Pingree
Carson (IN) Jackson Lee Pocan
Cartwright Jayapal Porter
Case Jeffries Price (NC)
Casten (IL) Johnson (GA) Raskin
Castor (FL) Johnson (TX) Rice (NY)
Castro (TX) Joyce (OH) Richmond
Chu, Judy Kaptur Riggleman
Cicilline Katko Rose, John W.
Cisneros Keating Rouda
Clark (MA) Kelly (IL) Roybal-Allard
Clarke (NY) Kennedy Ruiz
Clay Khanna Ruppersberger
Cleaver Kildee Rush
Clyburn Kilmer Ryan
Cohen Kim Sanchez
Connolly Kind Sarbanes
Cooper King (NY) Scanlon
Correa Kirkpatrick Schakowsky
Costa Krishnamoorthi  Schiff
Courtney Kuster (NH) Schneider
Cox (CA) Lamb Schrader
Craig Langevin Schrier
Crist Larsen (WA) Scott (VA)
Crow Larson (CT) Scott, David
Cuellar Lawrence Serrano
Cummings Lawson (FL) Sewell (AL)
Cunningham Lee (CA) Shalala
Davids (KS) Lee (NV) Sherman
Davis (CA) Levin (CA) Sherrill
Davis, Danny K.  Levin (MI) Sires
Dean Lewis Slotkin
DeFazio Lieu, Ted Smith (WA)
DeGette Lipinski Soto
DeLauro Loebsack Spanberger
DelBene Lofgren Speier
Delgado Lowenthal Stanton
Demings Lowey Stauber
DeSaulnier Lujan Stevens
Dingell Luria Stivers
Doggett Lynch Suozzi
Doyle, Michael Malinowski Swalwell (CA)

F. Maloney, Takano
Engel Carolyn B. Thompson (CA)
Escobar Maloney, Sean Thompson (MS)
Eshoo Matsui Titus
Espaillat McAdams Tlaib
Evans McBath Tonko
Finkenauer McCarthy Torres Small
Fletcher McCollum (NM)
Foster McEachin Trahan
Frankel McGovern Underwood
Fudge McHenry Upton
Gabbard McNerney Van Drew
Gallego Meeks Vargas
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Veasey Walden Welch
Vela Wasserman Wexton
Velazquez Schultz wild
Visclosky Waters Yarmuth
Wagner Watson Coleman

NAYS—176
Abraham Gibbs Mullin
Aderholt Gohmert Newhouse
Allen Gooden Norman
Amash Gosar Nunes
Amodei Granger Olson
Armstrong Graves (GA) Palazzo
Arrington Graves (LA) Palmer
Babin Graves (MO) Pence
Bacon Green (TN) Perry
Baird Griffith Posey
Balderson Grothman Ratcliffe
Banks Guest' Reed
Barr Guthrie Reschenthaler
Bgrgman Hage.dorn Rice (SC)
B}ggs Harris Roby
Bishop (UT) Hartzler ) Rodgers (WA)
Bost Hern, Kevin Roe. David P.
Brady Herrera Beutler Rog;;rs (AL)
Brooks (AL) Hice (GA) Ro

e gers (KY)
Brooks (IN) Higgins (LA) Rooney (FL)
Buchanan Hill (AR) R
Bucshon Holding oy

N Rutherford
Budd Hollingsworth Soalise
Burchett Hudson Sohweikert
Byrne Huizenga Scott. Austin
Calvert Hunter Shimi{us
Carter (GA) Hurd (TX) i
Carter (TX) Johnson (LA) mpson
Chabot Johnson (OH) ~ Smith (MO)
Cheney Johnson (SD) Sm}th (NE)
Cline Jordan Smith (NJ)
Cloud Joyce (PA) Spano
Cole Kelly (MS) Stefanik
Collins (GA) Kelly (PA) Steil
Collins (NY) King (1A) Steube
Comer Kinzinger Stewart
Conaway Kustoff (TN) Taylor
Cook LaHood Thompson (PA)
Crawford LaMalfa Thornberry
Crenshaw Lamborn Timmons
Curtis Latta Tipton
Davidson (OH) Lesko Turner
Davis, Rodney Long Walberg
Diaz-Balart Loudermilk Walker
Duffy Lucas Walorski
Duncan Luetkemeyer Waltz
Dunn Marchant Watkins
Emmer Marshall Weber (TX)
Estes Massie Webster (FL)
Ferguson Mast Wenstrup
Fitzpatrick McCaul Williams
Fleischmann MecClintock Wilson (SC)
Flores McKinley Wittman
Fortenberry Meadows Womack
Foxx (NC) Meuser Woodall
Fulcher Miller Wright
Gaetz Mitchell Yoho
Gallagher Moolenaar Young
Gianforte Mooney (WV) Zeldin
NOT VOTING—16
Barragan Pressley Torres (CA)
Buck Quigley Trone
DesdJarlais Rose (NY) Westerman
Deutch Rouzer Wilson (FL)
Jones Sensenbrenner
Payne Smucker
0 1517

Ms. JACKSON LEE changed her vote
from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to table was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘‘Resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that fi-
nancial institutions and other entities
should work proactively with their cus-
tomers affected by the shutdown of the
Federal Government who may be fac-
ing short-term financial hardship and
long-term damage to their credit-
worthiness through no fault of their
own.”.

Stated for:

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker, | missed
the vote due to a press conference for my first
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bill in Rayburn. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rolicall No. 59 on the mo-
tion to table.

Stated against:

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, | was
unavoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay” on rollcall No. 59.

——————

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I offer
a privileged concurrent resolution and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 9

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the two Houses of
Congress assemble in the Hall of the House
of Representatives on Tuesday, February 5,
2019, at 9 p.m., for the purpose of receiving
such communication as the President of the
United States shall be pleased to make to
them.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
SHERRILL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

ELECTING MEMBERS TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND RANKING MEMBERS
ON A CERTAIN STANDING COM-
MITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 85

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION: Mr.
Raskin, Mrs. Davis of California, Mr.
Butterfield, Ms. Fudge, and Mr. Aguilar.

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, ranked as follows on
the following standing committee of the
House of Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Higgins of
New York (to rank immediately after Mr.
Jeffries) and Mr. Brendan F. Boyle of Penn-
sylvania (to rank immediately after Mr. Hig-
gins of New York).

Mr. JEFFRIES (during the reading).
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be considered
as read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?
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There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

HONORING JOEL SCHRIER

(Ms. SCHRIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCHRIER. Madam Speaker,
today is different because today I
would like to honor my father, Joel
Schrier, who celebrates his 80th birth-
day this weekend.

He grew up in the Bronx in a one-bed-
room apartment with his parents and
his three siblings, including his twin
sister, Gloria, who will also celebrate
this weekend.

He went on to study physics and
work as an aerospace engineer, marry
my mom, Joan, in 1964, and be a phe-
nomenal father to my brother, Marc,
and me. He was engaged and involved
in our upbringing at a time when most
fathers weren’t. He taught me to bike
and skate, showed me how to make the
best French toast from Friday night
challah, and inspired me to study phys-
ics. When I was diagnosed with diabe-
tes, he helped me with shots and check-
ing my blood sugar levels. Weekends
were always for family. And for that,
mom, Marc, and I are deeply grateful.

Of course, it is the values that he and
mom instilled in me that really led me
to run for Congress. A strong sense of
justice and fairness, and an ethic that
if something is wrong in the world, you
do something about it: to be an
upstander and not a bystander.

So, Dad, thank you, and happy birth-
day. We love you.

———

CONGRATULATING MAYOR KEVIN
HARTKE

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Chandler Mayor
Kevin Hartke, who took his oath of of-
fice earlier this month. Mayor Hartke
previously served on the Chandler City
Council, where he was, most recently,
the vice mayor.

Mayor Hartke and his family are
longtime Chandler residents, and they
are extremely active in their commu-
nity. He and his wife, Lynne, have been
married for 37 years, and have four
children and four grandchildren. He
served on one of my advisory councils
in the last Congress, offering a distinct
perspective on how my staff and I could
engage the faith-based community.

Madam Speaker, individuals like
Mayor Hartke provide stability and
vital leadership to our cities and
towns. Chandler was recently rated as
the number ten city in the country for
job seekers. Under Mayor Hartke’s di-
rection, I have every confidence that
he will continue to help Chandler’s
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economy prosper. I have enjoyed work-
ing with Kevin thus far, and I look for-
ward to our efforts to serve our con-
stituents in the East Valley.

————

LET’S GET DOPING OUT OF THE
OLYMPICS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
as we put the pieces back together
again, the Budget Committee had a
meeting with the Congressional Budget
Office director. We know that it is
clear that during this shutdown, the
Nation lost $11 billion; $3 billion of it
will not be recoverable. A shutdown is
foolish. It hurts the American people.

And I am committed: One, to in-
crease the pay of American workers,
Federal workers, tomorrow, and, as
well, to reflect that a shutdown should
not hold our patriotic fellow workers
hostage.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
that.

Today, however, I am excited that I
am introducing a bill, which is H.R.
835, the Anti-Doping Act, with Dr. BUR-
GESS and, of course, in the other body,
Senator WICKER and Senator WHITE-
HOUSE, that deals with the World Anti-
Doping Agency that failed to suspend
the Russian Anti-Doping Agency for
missing a crucial December 31, 2018,
deadline, and for the violations at the
Olympics.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join in supporting this legislation.
Let’s get doping out of the Olympics.
Let’s have sports that are fair and
square and to do what is right for these
wonderful young athletes.

———

MAJD KAMALMAZ—CAPTIVE IN
SYRIA

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, today, I rise to bring atten-
tion to Majd Kamalmaz, an American
being held by Syria’s dictator, Bashar
al-Assad.

In February 2017, Majd was detained
by Syrian police while visiting the
country for the funeral of his father-in-
law.

When I spoke to Majd’s children, last
week, they told me they had tried to
convince him not to go to Syria, but
their father always put others ahead of
himself.

Majd’s personal motto is ‘‘be in
peace,” and that motto has been on
display throughout his life, in his work
around the world, in places like
Kosovo, Indonesia, Lebanon, and here
at home after Katrina.

Majd’s children have not seen or
heard from their father for nearly 2
years. Madam Speaker, I echo their
plea and call on President Trump to do
what he can to ensure that their father
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is safely returned to his homeland in
America.

RECOGNIZING 158TH BIRTHDAY OF
KANSAS

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize my home
State’s 1568th birthday.

As we traveled thousands of miles
throughout Kansas this past week and
enjoyed some time pheasant hunting
countryside with my family, I spent a
lot of time reflecting on the great
things that the Wheat State has to
offer.

Kansas is known for its abundance of
farmland that is used to grow crops far
and wide producing the food we eat
across the Nation and across the world.
It is home to the most stunning sun-
sets you could ever witness and the
beautiful Flint Hills that stretch over
150 miles where I grew up working,
hunting, and fishing.

But my absolute favorite part about
the State I call home are the people.
Where I am from, we always put our
faith in family first; we support each
other, uplift each other, and are resil-
ient through tough times. I am hon-
ored to represent so many wonderful
people and proud to be a Kansan.
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ACHIEVING THE AMERICAN
DREAM

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to tell you how honored I am to
have been recently selected to serve as
the senior Republican on the Early
Childhood, Elementary and Secondary
Education Subcommittee under the
House Education and Labor Committee
for the 116th Congress.

As the son of two educators and
grandfather of 13, many of whom are
currently in school, I couldn’t be
happier to serve as the leading Repub-
lican on the subcommittee that ad-
dresses a variety of issues affecting K-
12 education.

I have visited numerous schools
throughout the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, and during every visit, I stress to
young scholars how important for their
future it is to get an education.

With nearly 7 million available jobs
throughout our country, it is critical
that we cultivate a qualified workforce
to fill all of these positions, and this
mission starts in the classroom.

As the leading Republican, I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to
ensure that K-12 education remains
local, while also providing appropriate
Federal support so that our Nation’s
students can sufficiently be prepared to
enter the workforce and everyone can
achieve the American Dream.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DONALD
LOUIS CRUTCH

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to honor the memory of a great
man who had a profound impact on our
local community. Mr. Donald Louis
Crutch was a father, husband, Rotar-
ian, and dedicated member of the com-
munity.

His wife, Lisa, was his high school
sweetheart and together they raised
four great children: Tiara, Dontai,
Taniyah, and DaVontai, and he leaves
behind a large and loving family of
cousins, nephews, nieces, uncles, aunts,
and friends. His contributions will be
forever remembered.

He was the founder of two nonprofit
organizations: the National Pink Tie
Organization, and the Honor Guards of
America. You could always find Don
wearing a hot pink shirt in support of
those battling cancer, and he would
never accept less than six lemons in his
ice tea.

It was these little things like his
megawatt smile and warm handshake
that made him a pillar of our commu-
nity.

While we miss Don greatly, his leg-
acy will live on.

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
HOWARD MORRISON

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to remember the
life of my good friend and the friend of
many Savannahans, Mr. Howard Morri-
son, who passed away on January 24.

Mr. Morrison, with his exceptional
talent for bringing people together pro-
pelled Savannah to make great strides
throughout the community. A Yale
graduate, Mr. Morrison served in the
Navy before embarking on a 30-year
banking career in the Savannah bank-
ing industry.

He always held firm that the most
important contributions to Savannah
were education, healthcare, and com-
munity development. To that end, he
worked hard to bring a Georgia Tech
campus to the Savannah area. Georgia
Tech Savannah recently presented him
with the Opportunity Award, given to
those who have created opportunities
for others.

One of Mr. Morrison’s closest friends
remembers him coaxing numerous indi-
viduals to move to Savannah because
of the opportunities, many of which he
was creating himself.

Madam Speaker, I am proud that Sa-
vannah had someone like Howard Mor-
rison, who helped it become the city it
is today. His family and his many
friends will be in my thoughts and
prayers.
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NEGOTIATE BORDER SECURITY

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, while the longest government
shutdown in our country’s history fi-
nally ended over the weekend, its ef-
fects continue to plague working fami-
lies.

For 35 days the President held hos-
tage the paychecks, financial security,
and health and wellbeing of hundreds
of thousands of Federal workers, in-
cluding 5,200 from Michigan.

The President’s stunt did nothing to
advance real border security discus-
sions and resulted in a colossal waste
of time and resources. He cost the
American economy $11 billion; iron-
ically, nearly twice as much as he
wanted for an ineffective border wall.

As the President threatens another
shutdown, I rise today to demand that
he never again use this cruel tactic,
and to, instead, come to the table, the
negotiating table in good faith.

Democrats support effective border
security solutions, and we are here to
talk so long as working families are
not used as pawns in the political proc-
ess.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

————

FIRE SAFETY REMAINS A DIRE
ISSUE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to remind people, that al-
though it is wintertime, a rainy sea-
son, a stormy season, that we are still
in a dire circumstance on fire safety in
our forested areas, California, of the
West, and many areas of the United
States.

So for us to just be comfortable dur-
ing the wintertime, during the rainy
season and not think about it would be
in error. We need to do much to catch
up on the forest inventory we have
across this country, across the West.

That will require USDA, the U.S.
Forest Service, our States, our local
governments, Tribes, and everybody to
be able to coordinate much better than
we have in the past to reduce this fuel
load, this inventory we have in our for-
ests that makes it so dangerous when
fire season comes around once again.

We have seen that with so many dev-
astating fires in the West, just this
year in my own district, the Carr fire
in the Redding area, and the Camp fire
in the Paradise area.

Many factors go into what causes
these fires, but we can at least be
proactive in thinning our Federal for-
ests, thinning the material that needs
to come out of there, putting people
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back to work doing that, using this
material for biomass, generating elec-
tricity, and the wood and paper prod-
ucts that we all need and enjoy.

We need to move fast-forward on the
pace and scale of what it takes to make
our forested areas fire safe, healthy,
good for the economy, and good for all
of us.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
HOUSE DEMOCRACY PARTNERSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 104(a)
of House Resolution 6, 116th Congress,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2019, of the following Member to the
House Democracy Partnership:

Mr. PRICE, North Carolina, Chairman

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
MEXICO-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h
and the order of the House of January
3, 2019, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the Mexico-United
States Interparliamentary Group:

Mr. CUELLAR, Texas, Chairman

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
CANADA-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d
and the order of the House of January
3, 2019, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the Canada-United
States Interparliamentary Group:

Mr. HIGGINS, New York, Chairman

—————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
UNITED STATES GROUP OF THE
NATO PARLIAMENTARY ASSEM-
BLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 1928a,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2019, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the United States
Group of the NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly:

Mr. CONNOLLY, Virginia, Chairman

———
THE PEOPLE’S NIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. WALKER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and introduce ex-
traneous material into the RECORD on
the topic of this Special Order.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, to-
night is a reminder of exactly whose
House this belongs to. We hear much in
the political circles as far as who
makes the call and who gets to speak
when. Today, customarily, is a very
unique and special day had our Presi-
dent not been disinvited.

Well, tonight we will have a few
Members speaking on the importance
of hearing from the Members that
Americans have elected to talk about
the issues of the past 2 years, and some
of the things that we need to accom-
plish over the next couple of years.

We have some wonderful speakers
this afternoon and this evening, to be
able to share some of the topics that
are important to our constituents as
well as to all Americans.

The first speaker I would like to in-
troduce to you is Mr. MIKE JOHNSON,
who represents the Fourth District of
Louisiana, and is currently leading the
largest caucus in all of Congress as
chairman of the Republican Study
Committee.

Madam Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
JOHNSON).

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank my friend from the
great State of North Carolina for invit-
ing me to speak on this topic.

I stand before you in disbelief and in
sorrow tonight. It has been mentioned
that the State of the Union Address
was originally scheduled to take place
today, and it has been rescheduled for
next week.

I think it is appropriate for us then
to bring attention to what is happening
here in the people’s House. I think the
American people deserve to know that.
As we speak, I think the American peo-
ple need to know that partisan tactics
are underway by certain House Demo-
crats to undermine American values
and traditions that have been cher-
ished and practiced here since the time
of our founding.

As we finally begin our committee
work in the 116th Congress, I am proud
to serve again on the Judiciary Com-
mittee and the House Natural Re-
sources Committee. We have just begun
the process of adopting our committee
rules there, and today, we were issued
a list of proposed rule changes that the
Democrat majority and the Natural
Resources Committee will apparently
push through at our hearing tomorrow.

Among the radical new changes to
the rules is a stunning action to re-
move the phrase, ‘““So help me God”
from the oath taken by witnesses be-
fore they testify to Congress. Did you
hear that? Let me repeat it. Among the
radical new changes in our committee
is a stunning action to remove the
phrase ‘“‘So help me God” from the oath
taken by witnesses before they testify
to Congress.

This latest example of the aggressive
surge to the far left that we are seeing
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has to be stopped. This new agenda is
threatening the very fabric of our Na-
tion. Throughout America’s history,
our Presidents and elected officials
have taken a solemn oath of office in-
cluding the words, ‘‘So help me God.”

This goes back to our founding. Since
the Judiciary Act of 1789, every justice
of the U.S. Supreme Court and all
lower-court judges have taken an oath
of office which concludes with the
same phrase and, of course, every court
of law across this land, in every one of
them, all witnesses have always been
sworn in for testimony with those
same concluding words.

For more than two centuries, immi-
grants from all around the world have
come here and taken America’s oath of
allegiance to become naturalized citi-
zens which also concludes with the
phrase, ‘‘So help me God.”

Madam Speaker, some of our Demo-
crat colleagues need to be reminded of
our history. Why did the Founders in-
stitute this practice? Well, let’s re-
member what they said. Our first
President, George Washington, was the
Father of our country. And in his fa-
mous farewell address, he gave his ad-
vice that echoes down through the gen-
erations to you and to me as the elect-
ed Representatives of the people. He
said, famously: ‘‘Of all the dispositions
and habits which lead to political pros-
perity, religion and morality are indis-
pensable supports.”

John Adams was our second Presi-
dent. He came next. What did he say?
He said: “Our Constitution is made
only for a moral and religious people.
It is wholly inadequate to the govern-
ment of any other.”

In other words, what these two
Founders and their fellow patriots all
understood from our history, was that
there are many important rules and
practices that can help sustain and
build a healthy republic, but the key
they said, the essential foundation of a
republic has to be a common commit-
ment among the citizenry to the prin-
ciples of religion and morality and ac-
countability to God himself.

The Founders acknowledged this self-
evident truth that all men are created
equal and that God gives all men the
same inalienable rights. However, they
knew, that in order to maintain a gov-
ernment ‘‘of the people, by the people,
for the people,” as Lincoln later said,
those inalienable rights must be exer-
cised in a responsible manner.

They, thus, believed in liberty that is
legitimately constrained by a common
sense of morality, and a healthy fear of
the God who granted all men our
rights.

The Founders understood that all
men are fallen and that power cor-
rupts. They also knew that no amount
of institutional checks and balances or
decentralization of power and civil au-
thorities would be sufficient to main-
tain a just government if the men in
charge had no fear of eternal judgment
by a power higher than their temporal
institutions.
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That is just a quick review of our his-
tory, but that is the reason we con-
clude our oaths in this country with
the phrase ‘“‘So help me God.” Heaven
help us if we ever forget that obliga-
tion.

Inscribed on the third panel of the
Jefferson Memorial right here in Wash-
ington, D.C., just a few blocks from
here, is his sobering reminder to every
single one of us as American citizens.
He said this, it is right there on the
wall: ““God who gave us life gave us lib-
erty. Can the liberties of a nation be
secure when we have removed a convic-
tion that these liberties are the gift of
God? Indeed, I tremble for my country
when I reflect that God is just, that his
justice cannot sleep forever.”

Madam Speaker, I just want you to
know and I want the American people
to know back home here on the night
that should have been the State of the
Union Address, as we talk about the
State of our union, I want you to know
that we are going to fight this radical
rules change tomorrow in our com-
mittee because it matters. And we will
continue to raise the alarm about the
dangerous leftist agenda that is taking
hold here in this Congress.

While I am at it, I would be remiss if
I did not note, Madam Speaker, that
this is not the end. The radical agenda
is advancing in State legislatures now
as well.

Last week, New York’s Governor
signed the infamous Reproductive
Health Act, the RHA, into law. This
bill’s extreme provisions eliminate pro-
tections for the unborn, endangering
the health of mothers, and eliminate
New York’s few remaining safeguards
for developing human life.

0 1545

As enacted, the RHA establishes the
fundamental right to abortion. It per-
mits nonphysicians to perform abor-
tions; it repeals State protections for
children born during an abortion; and
it eliminates all fetal homicide provi-
sions. The bill’s broad health exception
allows for an abortion at, literally, any
point in their pregnancy.

Look, this measure is unconscion-
able. It is disturbing. And we expect
our friends and all people of good con-
science—even on the other side of the
aisle—to condemn this outrageous at-
tack on the vulnerable.

Madam Speaker, we are forgetting
our history. We have to remember why
we as Americans believe in the sanc-
tity of human life.

I will conclude with this, by just re-
minding us, again, that our Founders
openly acknowledged, they broadly
proclaimed what has been called the
American Creed. It is listed in the sec-
ond paragraph of the Declaration that
“we hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal,”
and that God is the one that gives us
our rights, and our rights are
unalienable. The first listed is the
right to life.

Have we thought about why
Founders said that? Because they

the
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derstood that every single person is
made in the image of God. And because
every person is made in the image of
God, every single person has ines-
timable dignity and value. Your value
is not related in any way to where you
grew up or the color of your skin or
how intelligent you may be, what your
talents are, what you make for a liv-
ing. Those are irrelevant. Your value is
inherent because it is given to you by
your creator.

Madam Speaker, I conclude with
this: As we reflect upon the State of
the Union, the state of the Union is
strong in so many ways, but we have
our challenges. Among the challenges
is an assault, an aggressive agenda to
remove and erase these critical and im-
portant foundations.

So here on the People’s Night, here
in the people’s House, we want to re-
mind the people of what is happening
on our watch. We will stand against
these things. We will continue to de-
fend what is best about our American
traditions, and we are honored to have
that opportunity.

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his wonderful
words of wisdom and inspiration.

A lot of times in the House, we hear
politicians say, even throughout our
State, that we are doing things for the
people. And I guess, to some degree,
some of that is okay. But for us to be
successful, I think we have to get back
to the place that we are doing things
with the people. No one embodies that
more in the House than past chairman
and ranking member of Ways and
Means, Mr. KEVIN BRADY.

In taking a moment of personal privi-
lege here, I get a chance to meet lots of
figures: lots of politicians, lots of
Presidents, kings, and queens through-
out this country—and throughout this
world, actually—but few people I have
ever met who carried the servant spirit
and the servant heart more than our
top Republican on Ways and Means.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY), proud-
ly representing Texas’ Eighth District.

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, I rise
this afternoon, first, to thank the gen-
tleman, my friend from the Sixth Dis-
trict of North Carolina, Congressman
MARK WALKER, for his leadership in our
Republican House Conference, for his
leadership in helping improve the lives
of not just North Carolinians, but
every American, and, tonight, for orga-
nizing today’s Special Order, ‘‘The Peo-
ple’s Night,” #witthepeople, on a night
we had hoped our President would be
here, as tradition requires, to give the
State of the Union.

I want to thank those who are here
tonight. We heard from Mr. JOHNSON
and my colleagues who are speaking
tonight on the issues that are so im-
portant to the American people.
Whether it is jobs, better wages, a
stronger economy, more affordable and
accessible healthcare, supporting re-
sources for our troops and veterans, se-
curing our border, standing with Israel,
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or, as Mr. JOHNSON pointed out, pro-
tecting the lives of the innocent un-
born, I am proud to join you in this
fight.

Let’s talk about the economy and
jobs. We have seen such dramatic dif-
ference the last 2 years. Remember, be-
fore that, the economy had struggled
for more than a decade. Every expert in
Washington was telling the American
people: Just get used to that. Get used
to your paychecks being flat. Get used
to jobs moving overseas. Get used to
your kids coming out of school with
fair to low opportunities. That is the
new normal.

Well, Republicans and President
Trump believed there was a better fu-
ture, a brighter future for America, so
we went to work. As a result, because
of our commitment to lifting red tape
off of our local small businesses and de-
livering the first overhaul of our Tax
Code in more than 30 years, America is
back, and the American people are
doing better because of it: wages are
rising the fastest in a decade; Amer-
ica’s economy is growing the fastest in
more than a decade; and unemploy-
ment is at one of the lowest levels in
decades.

We did this by working with Presi-
dent Trump to lift more than $33 bil-
lion in red tape off our local businesses
so they can hire again, so they can
grow again.

Then we tackled this terrible Tax
Code that had been placed, and put in
place one that lowers taxes for all
Americans, that helps small businesses
grow and invest, that doubles the child
tax credit, that doubles the standard
deductions and changes the dynamics
so that jobs investment comes back to
America rather than just being strand-
ed overseas. And, boy, what a dif-
ference it is making.

Due to the Republican pro-growth
policies and President Trump’s tax
cuts, our economy exceeded 3 percent
growth over the past year. That never
happened under our previous President.
So much for that new normal of slow
growth.

More than 5 million jobs have been
created since President Trump was
elected, including more than 2.5 mil-
lion since the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
was signed into law. Last week, our un-
employment jobless claims were at a
50-year low. That is a 50-year best for
that.

The unemployment rate for African
Americans fell to the lowest rate ever
on record. For Asian and Hispanic
Americans, their unemployment rates
are the best we have seen in decades.

For those who are disabled, for those
coming out of prison, for those without
high school educations, for those who
are teenagers, the job opportunities are
the best they have seen in decades. The
unemployment rate, in some cases, is
the best since we have started record-
ing it.

And the group I watched the most,
sort of the underdogs in every commu-
nity, are those who didn’t even get a
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chance to finish high school or get a
GED, that are always the first to be
laid off, always the last to be rehired.
Well, under this new economy, the un-
employment for those without a high
school degree is the best since America
started recording it.

So our brothers and sisters in our
communities and neighborhoods have
more job opportunities than they have
seen in a long time, and their pay-
checks are going up as well, the fastest
in more than a decade.

It had been stuck flat for so many
Americans for so long, it just was hard
for families to make ends meet. But
now, with higher paychecks and a tax
cut for over 90 percent of American
workers, families now have a budget
that goes a little farther each week,
where they can invest in themselves
and their American Dream rather than
in Washington’s dream.

Consumer confidence has soared.
American manufacturing is back. In
fact, the National Association of Manu-
facturers, their index has the highest
annual growth in jobs in history, over
the past year. In fact, last year, manu-
facturing in America added almost
290,000 new jobs.

Finally, small business optimism is
through the roof. They are investing
and hiring and growing again on Main
Streets all across America.

This didn’t happen by accident. Re-
publicans working closely with Presi-
dent Trump decided there was a bright-
er future for America. We could get out
of the doldrums. We could give people
opportunities. We could boost their
paycheck, and we could bring jobs back
from overseas. That is the difference
the last 2 years has made for America.

And when the State of the Union is
held, President Trump, from the dais
behind me, can talk about the huge dif-
ference he has made in the American
economy and what it means for work-
ing families and small businesses along
Main Street.

Madam Speaker, I again thank the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
WALKER) for his leadership and for or-
ganizing the People’s Night, and I am
proud to be part of it.

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the ranking Republican on our
Ways and Means Committee, KEVIN
BrADY, for the wonderful service that
he continues to display not just to the
good people of the Lone Star State, but
to all Americans.

We had a lot of retirements this past
election, but not all the adults left the
building. We have a wonderful veteran
and former Korean veteran—actually,
OB/GYN doctor, who delivered nearly
5,000 babies—the ranking member, past
chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee. I ask PHIL ROE from Tennessee
to share a few things on his heart; be-
cause there are few people who have
had his experience level, and I believe
it would behoove us all to listen to the
words of wisdom from Mr. PHIL ROE.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID P.
ROE).
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Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
WALKER) for the work he has done as
our past chairman of the Republican
Study Committee and now in leader-
ship and our Conference, and I appre-
ciate the opportunity to be here to-
night.

I remember, about 2 years ago, I was
up late at night watching the election
returns, and then-President-elect
Trump announced his acceptance
speech. He was not 3 minutes into his
speech when he said that he wanted to
help our Nation’s veterans.

It was very near and dear to my
heart because I am a generation of vet-
erans. That was during the Vietnam
war, and we were not so much appre-
ciated and treated rather shabbily by
our country.

So I knew what was in President
Trump’s heart, and I wish he were here
tonight to be able to express that. Be-
cause every time I have been in the
room with him, he has appreciated the
service of our Nation’s 21 million living
veterans.

Madam Speaker, 2 years ago, we had
an opportunity to do something about
it, and, in a bipartisan way—and I do
want to give thanks to both sides of
the aisle. This would not have hap-
pened without their help. We started
on a mission to really reform the way
the VA provides healthcare.

For those out there who don’t know
about our VA system, there are over
150 VA medical centers, over 800 out-
patient clinics that we have.

The VA is divided into, actually,
three parts: It is healthcare, and it is
benefits, and it is cemeteries.

If you haven’t visited a VA cemetery,
you should, because it will really make
your heart feel good to see how we
treat our Nation’s heroes.

We started, 2 years ago, with the idea
that not all employees at work at the
VA are good employees and should be
there. When I got to Congress in 2010—
I have been here, now, 10 years—there
were 250,000 employees at the VA.

Now, the VA employs almost 370,000
people. But there were some egregious
acts that some of these folks had car-
ried out, and they could not be fired.

We passed a bill in a bipartisan way
that allows us to terminate poorly per-
forming employees while maintaining
the rights of those employees who are
there, 99.9 percent of whom are doing a
great job for our Nation’s heroes.

The second thing most of us Con-
gressmen hear about is disability
claims. When I got to Congress in 2009,
there were a million backlogged dis-
ability claims, veterans sometimes
waiting until they died to get their dis-
ability claim adjudicated. That number
now is down to around 350,000—far too
many.

We passed a bill at that point, about
18 months ago, the appeals reform bill,
and it has been piloted—called the
RAMP program—which has sped up.

Last Friday, I was in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, going to our regional office to
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see how they were doing, and I ran into
a gentleman who was using the VA—
just happened to be there, a veteran,
about my age. He said: ‘I have been
trying for 7 years to get my claim adju-
dicated, get taken care of.” In 90 days,
with the new RAMP program—he had
waited 7 years. In 90 days, it was
solved.

That program goes live next month.
The Secretary has approved it, and,
hopefully, now we can speed the claims
and appeals process up.

A third bill that we passed, that I
used in 1975 when I got out of the Army
and came back stateside from the
Southeast Asia, is called the GI bill.
For those out there, it is an education
bill, and it was written, initially, by a
World War II vet Harry G. Colmery.
Mr. Colmery wrote a bill and thought
that we could really change our Nation
by educating veterans who were get-
ting out of the military; and we did
just that, and it changed our Nation.

I am still appreciative, to this day, of
the $300 a month that my country in-
vested in me when I had a young fam-
ily, when I went back to finish my edu-
cation at the University of Tennessee,
College of Medicine. I was able to use
that money to help me finish my train-
ing and my education. But that termi-
nated at 10 years. If I didn’t use it
within 10 years, it went away.

Today, we passed a bill, fully paid
for, that allows a veteran to use their
GI bill the rest of their life. And we
know if someone is 23 when they get
out, when they are 40, maybe they
might need retraining. Well, now, they
can get that.

The second thing we did in that bill—
again, very personal to me—is some
veterans hadn’t served long enough. If
they earned a Purple Heart, they didn’t
get the full benefit because they hadn’t
served enough time. Now, if you shed
blood for this Nation, you get the full
GI bill, and it should be that.

We also improved payment for our
Gold Star families and others, and we
have added time for technical training.
We know those courses sometimes take
longer.

We also funded, what is called the
Veterans Choice Program three times
during the last Congress, and that is
how veterans get care outside the VA.
We know that most VA hospitals can’t
provide everything to everybody, and
many veterans have to travel long,
long distances to see a doctor, to see a
specialist.
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I was visiting Oregon a couple years
ago and found out that one congres-
sional district in Oregon had more
square miles than the State of Ten-
nessee did. We had to develop a bill
that allowed veterans in rural areas to
see a doctor and veterans in urban
areas to do so.

We passed the VA MISSION Act,
which was signed into law, appro-
priately, on June the 6th of 2018, 74
years after D-day.
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What this bill will do is the fol-
lowing. It will revise how veterans get
their care outside the VA. It has a sec-
ond very important part called the VA
caregiver Dbill. Catastrophically in-
jured, post-9/11 GIs who were injured in
battle now can have a caregiver given a
stipend to stay home so that they can
stay out of the hospital.

But that did not apply to pre-9/11 vet-
erans, Vietnam-era veterans like I am,
Korea, and World War II. We now pro-
vide that benefit for those veterans.

Thirdly, we are looking at what is
called an asset review of the VA. This
is something that really surprised me
when I looked at the data. The actual
number of patients in hospital beds
peaked in 1981. The population has
grown 40 percent, and we actually have
10 percent fewer people in hospital beds
than we did almost 40 years ago.

So medicine is changing, and the VA
needs to change. It needs to go through
a self-evaluation, get right-sized, and
get the VA healthcare out where the
patients live, where the veterans are.

We know that patients are moving,
veterans are moving, from the North-
east to the South and West, so we need
to put those assets there. That is what
the VA bill will do.

There are a few other small things,
Madam Speaker, that we did that
might not be big to some people but
were huge to me, because my Scout-
master was killed in 1965 in Vietnam.
His name was Thomas E. Thayer. He
was a first sergeant in the 101st Air-
borne Division, a great man with four
children.

When we have Gold Star families
that sign a lease, let’s say—and we had
this happen where they signed a lease.
One was in North Carolina, and the
person would not release that woman
from her lease, and she had to pay
that.

Now, if you lose your husband or
your wife in combat, you can get out of
those. We also did the same thing for
cable TV, for internet, and for cell
phones. If you are deployed, you can’t
use those things, so you can get out of
those long-term contracts.

The Veterans’ Affairs Committee
passed over 80 bills. Almost 50 of them
were signed into law to help our Na-
tion’s veterans.

We did have one very disappointing
failure to me, and I have already
dropped a bill this term. It is called the
blue water Navy bill. Just to let our
audience out there, the folks viewing
this, know what it is, there are vet-
erans who served on surface ships in
the territorial waters just off Vietnam,
off the coast. Actually, Agent Orange
was used in Korea, where I was. If you
put your boots on the ground, then you
are given the presumption for certain
diseases for disability benefits. That
does not occur for those men and
women who served on surface ships.

We passed it 382-0 in the House and
could not get it moved in the Senate.
We are going to give them an oppor-
tunity to do the right thing this next
Congress.
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Madam Speaker, it has been a privi-
lege for me to serve for 10 years on the
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
and we are committed in that com-
mittee to continuing to serve our Na-
tion’s heroes and to give them the ben-
efits they have earned that allow us to
be free.

I thank Mr. WALKER for allowing me
a few minutes to come down and share
these few things we did for our Na-
tion’s heroes.

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, I
thank Dr. PHIL ROE for sharing. The
gentleman is one of the heroes around
here. He not only talks the talk, but he
walks the walk.

Speaking of somebody who walks the
walk, that is DAN CRENSHAW from
Texas’ Second District, a 10-year Navy
veteran, a lieutenant commander. He is
one bad dude. I would probably use a
different expression, but my mother
may be watching at this particular
time.

“Saturday Night Live’ made him fa-
mous, but his work already has put
him out as one of our leaders. It is my
privilege to introduce and to hear from
the former lieutenant commander.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas, Mr. DAN CREN-
SHAW.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for setting this
up and for having me speak here today.

I rise today to address the urgent
issue of border security. There are two
elements to the border debate. One is
political, and one is policy.

The political element consists of the
circumstances regarding the shutdown,
the negotiations or lack thereof, and
the points of compromise from either
side.

The policy side is simply the ques-
tion of whether or not we need a wall
as part of comprehensive border secu-

rity.
Let me begin with the political
gamesmanship.

Democratic leadership has been run-
ning a victory lap this week because
they ‘“‘won’ the shutdown. I keep won-
dering, what exactly did they win?

If you think winning means a porous
border with 400,000 people apprehended
every year, then your definition of win-
ning is different than mine. If you
think winning means standing strong
against any sort of negotiation or com-
promise that would have allowed Fed-
eral workers finally to be paid, then
your definition of winning is different
than mine.

The President didn’t cave to Demo-
crats. The President gave compassion
to Federal workers who needed it. If
that is your idea of losing, then you
and I have different definitions of what
it means to lose.

The truth is that the President has
compromised time after time because,
for us, this is not about who wins or
loses the political game; it is about se-
curing the border.

First, the President agreed that a
2,000-mile, sea-to-shining-sea wall
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would be a logistical difficulty, so he
agreed to 234 miles of fencing, a mere
tenth of his original campaign promise.

Then the President agreed to $5.7 bil-
lion in border wall funding instead of
the originally requested $25 billion, a
fifth of the original request.

Democrats then said that they could
discuss border security only if the gov-
ernment was open, so the President
opened the government.

At every turn, the President has
reached out and compromised in order
to get a deal done. And at every turn,
Democrats scoffed at compromise.

This brings us to the second element
of this great debate, the policy ele-
ment. Democrats have laughed at a
wall. They call it medieval and ineffec-
tive, and they dismiss it without any
rationale or reasoning.

The reality is that walls do work, as
every rational security expert ac-
knowledges. Border agents overwhelm-
ingly attest to this. After all, the
President’s plan came from the experts
at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

An integral part of this multifaceted
plan is a 234-mile border wall. Every-
where we put walls, illegal crossings
drop. Look at San Diego, El Centro,
Tucson, and El Paso. The drop in ille-
gal immigration and apprehensions
after constructing a wall is enormous
and immediate, yet Democrats pretend
these facts don’t exist.

They point to common myths about
how walls function. They like to claim
people will just climb over or tunnel
under them. Oh, yeah? Just like that?

Well, I am a Navy SEAL, and I know
better than most what it takes to infil-
trate hardened areas. I would much
rather be infiltrating a place with no
barriers than one with a giant, 20-plus-
foot wall. The planning considerations,
training, and equipment necessary are
considerable. And, yes, it takes a lot
more than a tall ladder, especially
when discussing huge groups of mi-
grants like the ones we are seeing.

The obvious truth is that walls make
a difference and clearly mitigate move-
ment, and we actually all used to agree
on this.

Democrats claim they are for secu-
rity but would prefer a virtual wall
with sensors, drones, cameras, et
cetera. That is fine, and that is exactly
why that technology is included in our
plan, but to say we need only that
technology is effectively asking our
Border Patrol to chase migrants end-
lessly across large swaths of territory.

It is one thing for a sensor to go off
when we see a group of migrants go by.
But guess what? When we see that go
off, they keep going unimpeded. Asking
our border agents to simply chase them
down when there are literally hundreds
crossing each day is complete insanity.

This dishonest, so-called debate must
end. We must start having serious dis-
cussions and secure our border because
that is what the American people want.
That is what it means to be with the
people.
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Mr. WALKER. What a privilege it is
for me to serve with Lieutenant Com-
mander DAN CRENSHAW, two Bronze
Stars a Purple Heart. He has sacrificed
much for this country and serves with
honor and integrity.

Speaking of service, somebody who
serves next door to my district in
North Carolina is the past chairwoman
and top Republican on our Education
and Labor Committee. If there is any-
one who works any harder among the
434, 435 Members, I have not met that
person yet. It is my privilege to honor
and to acknowledge her.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina, Ms.
VIRGINIA FOXX.

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I thank the vice chairman of
our conference for his very, very Kind
words. We are neighbors in North Caro-
lina, friends, and colleagues here who
are concerned about the very same
issues that face our country.

We are worried about many, many,
many things. We worry about the ab-
sence of a wall. We worry about the
need for more national security. I
know that we also worry and share the
concern with what has happened in this
Chamber in the last few weeks when we
have heard a few loud voices whose
rhetoric has completely departed from
the bipartisan consensus on policy to-
ward Israel.

Just last May, for the 70th anniver-
sary of Israel’s independence, the
House passed, by unanimous consent, a
resolution that I introduced with two
of my Democrat colleagues supporting
robust, bilateral relations with Israel
globally and fairness in its treatment
in multilateral fora.

The House of Representatives unani-
mously sent a message to the U.N. and
the world that respect for Israel’s na-
tional sovereignty and broad recogni-
tion of its statehood is a priority for
U.S. national security and achieving
peace in the Middle East.

Over the past couple weeks, though,
some new Members of this body have
cast a cloud over this Chamber’s long-
time priority of the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship. It has been suggested that
support for Israel represents a betrayal
of one’s patriotism and that Israel has
no right to exist.

I reject that position. The simple
truth is that, throughout history,
Israel has made numerous concessions
in the pursuit of peace while seeking
only the right to exist. Opponents of
the Jewish state don’t seem to under-
stand that supporting our ally is a
matter of national security.

On that basis, anti-Israel bias runs
counter to advancing our national in-
terests in the Middle East. Perpet-
uating the false narratives that there
is an occupied Palestinian territory
and that the Jewish people do not have
any connection to the land only under-
mine the efforts to bring peace and sta-
bility to the region.

Other statements that Israel has
“hypnotized’ the world harken back to

January 29, 2019

an age of extreme insensitivity to
Israel at best and a new acceptance of
anti-Semitic norms at worst.

By our own State Department’s defi-
nition, applying double standards that
require Israel behave in a manner that
is not expected or demanded of any
other democratic nation and denying
the Jewish people their right to self-de-
termination are anti-Semitic beliefs.

We must reject this rhetoric and con-
tinue to support Israel as the major
strategic partner that this body has
long enshrined in our laws, our policy
priorities, and our hearts and minds.
With that, we are also improving our
national security.

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, I
thank Representative FOXX for sharing
her heart and our continued pro-Israel
stance.

There are few who would be able to
speak more to that issue than one of
our two Jewish Members in the House,
the co-chair of the House Republican
Israeli Caucus and an Iraqi war vet-
eran. Some would say he has three
beautiful daughters, but I think he just
married well and has two children. He
serves on our Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and is a classmate of mine from
the 114th Congress. It is my privilege
to introduce and to hear from him.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York, Mr. LEE
ZELDIN.
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Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, 1
thank Mr. WALKER for his leadership in
our conference and his great represen-
tation of his district. It is an honor to
be joining the gentleman tonight for
this important time on the House floor.

I come here to appeal to all my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, Re-
publicans and Democrats, to reject the
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic hatred
that we are starting to see infiltrate
American politics and even the Halls of
Congress.

It is important that we all come to-
gether, that we work together to not
empower, not embrace, not associate
with individuals and rhetoric and pol-
icy that promotes this anti-Israel and
anti-Semitic hatred, but that we reject
it.

It was just a couple weeks ago that
this Chamber came together nearly
unanimously to reject white suprem-
acy. What is taking so long for House
Democratic leadership to schedule a
vote on H. Res. 72 that I introduced
with Congressman BUDD, Congress-
woman STEFANIK, Congressman WALK-
ER as a cosponsor, and others as well?
Why can’t we come together as force-
fully and urgently to reject that anti-
Semitism and that anti-Israel hatred?

We have House Democrats who have
associated with, taken pictures with,
embraced Louis Farrakhan. He said:
‘“So when they talk about Farrakhan,
call me a hater, you do what they do,
call me an anti-Semite. Stop it, I'm
anti-termite.” Louis Farrakhan said
that last year.
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He also said: ‘““Satanic Jews have in-
fected the whole world with poison and
deceit.”

This is offensive to me, as someone
who is Jewish. But I am talking to col-
leagues who aren’t Jewish, and they
are offended as well by Farrakhan and
the fact that there are Members of this
Chamber who associate with this per-
son.

In 1984, Farrakhan said about Adolph
Hitler: ‘“He was a very great man.”

Activist Tamika Mallory called
Louis Farrakhan ‘‘the greatest of all
time.”” Her fellow organizer, Linda
Sarsour, said: ‘“‘Only Jews . . . are ones
that condone violence against Arabs
and are cool with mosques being at-
tacked.”

I have no problem standing here in
the well of this Chamber rejecting it. I
don’t know what is taking so long for
House Democratic leadership to sched-
ule a vote on H. Res. 72, so they can
join us in condemning it as well.

There is a freshman Representative
from Michigan, Representative
RASHIDA TLAIB, who supports the Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment. She invited Abbas Hamideh to
attend her swearing-in events this
month. Abbas said, in 2016: ‘‘Israel does
not have a right to exist. The terrorist
entity is illegal and has no basis to
exist, other than a delusional, ISIS-
like ideology.”

Also this month, that person said:
“I'm willing to go back to my country
Palestine, if the Zionist terrorists go
back to Poland. Deal? Let’s get that
ball rolling ASAP. Get off Twitter, and
let’s make that happen.”’

This same Representative said of
those who support Israel: “They forgot
what country they represent.”

Well, as someone who has been in the
United States Army for over 15 years,
has deployed into combat in defense of
this country, a former Army para-
trooper with the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, never once in my life have I for-
gotten what country I represent.

It is kind of ironic that someone who,
on their victory night, wraps them-
selves in the Palestinian flag is trying
to lecture us, especially for supporting
our Nation’s greatest ally in Israel.

The Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions movement is one that is founded
by someone named Omar Barghouti,
who said: “We are witnessing the rapid
demise of Zionism, and nothing can be
done save it, for Zionism is intent on
killing itself. I, for one, support eutha-
nasia.”

He also said: ‘“‘Many of the methods
of collective and individual ‘punish-
ment’ meted out to Palestinian civil-
ians at the hands of young, racist,
often sadistic and every impervious
Israeli soldiers . . . are reminiscent of
common Nazi practices against the
Jews.”

So when you are embracing BDS,
know that this is what the founder of
BDS says. This goes beyond anti-Israeli
hatred. It is anti-Semitic hatred.

What is taking so long? This Cham-
ber that had no problem rushing to this
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well and nearly unanimously rejecting
white supremacy has a problem reject-
ing this?

Meanwhile, our students, in the name
of the BDS movement, on college cam-
puses all across this entire country, are
being subjected to blatant anti-Semi-
tism.

For example, at New York Univer-
sity, the student government passed a
resolution supporting BDS. The
Bronfman Center for Jewish Life was
temporarily closed in response to
threatening Twitter posts by a student
who expressed ‘‘a desire for Zionists to
die.”

Other college campuses include a
University of Michigan professor who
refused to write a letter of rec-
ommendation for a qualified student to
study abroad solely because she was
seeking to study abroad in Israel.

A Students for Justice in Palestine
cofounder and University of California,
Berkeley, professor spoke at a national
conference and shared an anti-Semitic
meme of an Orthodox Jewish person in
his presentation.

At Warren Wilson College, an invited
speaker said: ‘“‘Jews are doing the same
thing to the Palestinians as the Nazis
did to the Jews.”

The examples g0 on, whether it was
Charlottesville, where the leadership
said that Jews must die, that he want-
ed all Jews to die, or whether it was
the shooting that took place in Pitts-
burgh.

We are motivated, my colleagues and
I, to this Chamber to stand against
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic hatred.
Everyone in this Chamber should join
us.

I went Kkindergarten through 12th
grade, college, law school, 4 years of
Active Duty, and I never once experi-
enced anti-Semitism. It has no busi-
ness infiltrating American politics; it
has no business infiltrating the cam-
puses of United States universities and
colleges; and it has no business infil-
trating the Halls of Congress.

I encourage an immediate vote on H.
Res. 72.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, you can
see why Representative LEE ZELDIN is
thought so highly of in the United
States House of Congress. I appreciate
his remarks and, even more, his pas-
sion.

When we talk about going through
some tough things in life, I don’t be-
lieve there is anyone that I know who
can relate to the journey that our
whip, Representative STEVE SCALISE,
has been through.

I will never forget getting word that
Thursday, and we did not know for sure
whether Representative SCALISE would
actually make it through the day, but
somehow he did. The thing that I re-
membered most is his gift with policy.
There are lots of things that he does
well. The thing that I will always re-
member is how he let his faith shine
through all of this darkness.

I yield to Louisiana’s finest and our
whip, Representative STEVE SCALISE.
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Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from North Carolina for
yielding and for bringing attention to
what we are here to talk about tonight.

This would have been the State of
the Union that the President was ini-
tially invited by the Speaker to deliver
back on January 3. I am glad, Mr.
Speaker, that, ultimately, we got a
new date that the Speaker has invited
the President to come to this Chamber,
the people’s House, on February 5,
when President Trump finally will
have the opportunity to address the
people of this country on the state of
Union, as the Constitution prescribes.

We have seen, over time, it has been
done in many different ways. George
Washington started the tradition in
1790 by actually addressing a joint ses-
sion of Congress, as opposed to just
sending a letter. It has been done dif-
ferent ways over time.

But over the last 50 years, it has been
done here in this House Chamber every
single year, and I am glad that we will
finally have that opportunity to see
the tradition continue.

Mr. Speaker, when you talk about
the state of the Union and some of the
things that President Trump has been
fighting for, the main things he has
been fighting for are to deliver to the
American people on getting the econ-
omy back on track and keeping Amer-
ica safe.

Part of keeping America safe, Mr.
Speaker, means securing America’s
border. That is really what was at the
heart of the fight over the last month
of this government shutdown.

A lot of people in Washington are so
focused, Mr. Speaker, on who is to
blame or who won the week, who is the
winner or who is the loser. You hear
everybody saying that, okay, well,
NANCY PELOSI was able to hold the
State of the Union hostage and some-
how that is a victory for the American
people that she denied the President
the ability to come here to the people’s
House to share his message.

I wouldn’t be bragging about that as
a victory if I were Speaker PELOSI, be-
cause, ultimately, what that means is
that she is afraid of having the Amer-
ican people hear the message that
President Trump had to say.

That message will be distributed next
week, but part of that message in-
volves why we need to secure the bor-
der. That is really at the heart of this
debate.

Why do we need to secure America’s
border? There are some Dpeople ques-
tioning whether or not we need to se-
cure America’s border. The good news,
Mr. Speaker, is that there are not
many people in this country that won-
der whether or not we should secure
the border. The bad news is that of the
few people who are in that category,
one of them is the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

We are going to continue to have this
debate. On February 5, when you hear
President Trump give this message, 1
am sure some of the things we are
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going to hear are the horror stories
that we have had because we don’t
have a secure border.

I have experienced something, and I
have heard firsthand from constituents
in my district about what is at stake.
I had the opportunity to get a call from
the mother of a fire chief in south Lou-
isiana, Spencer Chauvin.

Spencer Chauvin was responding to a
call, like he did. He was a public serv-
ant, a fire chief in St. John the Baptist
Parish. As he was responding to that
call, Mr. Speaker, he was Kkilled by
someone who is in this country ille-
gally.

He never got to go home that night
to his 6-year-old and 8-year-old. He
doesn’t get to talk to his mother any-
more.

But after his mother and I talked,
she mailed me this just last week, Mr.
Speaker, and it is a coin. It is a coin in
tribute to Spencer Chauvin. I keep this
coin with me as a reminder of what is
at stake in human terms, because we
could talk about who won the day or
who won the week, but is it really vic-
tory when the result of Speaker
PELOSI’s victory is that there may be
more victims like Spencer Chauvin
across this country because we haven’t
secured our border?

President Trump didn’t campaign
saying he needed $5.7 billion to build a
wall. President Trump talked about
building a wall to secure our border.
When he became President, the experts
who risk their lives, men and women
who are not partisans, men and women
who wake up every day, whether it was
Barack Obama President or whether it
is Donald Trump President, they just
go to the border and risk their lives to
keep the bad people out.

There is a way for good people to
come in. If you want to come in legally
like a million people every single year
who we let in our country legally,
there is a legal way to do it. If you are
seeking asylum from around the world,
Mr. Speaker, there is a legal way to do
it.

In fact, this caravan that you saw
coming into America, they stormed
through Mexico’s border on the south-
ern border of Mexico. They stormed
through that border. They wanted to
storm through our border because we
don’t have a physical barrier. They
were offered asylum by Mexico, and
they were offered work permits by
Mexico, and they turned that down.

Are you really an asylum seeker if
you turn down asylum along the way
here? It is not about asylum. It is
about whether or not we are going to
get back to rule of law and secure our
border.

The experts who risk their lives say
it is going to cost $5.7 billion to secure
our border, to give them the tools they
need, and that includes a physical bar-
rier.

Now that we are seeing a growing list
of Democrats, including the majority
leader, STENY HOYER, say physical bar-
riers ought to be part of the solution,
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in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, what I
would say, when we open back the peo-
ple’s House to the President on Feb-
ruary b, is let’s heed the call of Repub-
licans and Democrats alike who recog-
nize we need to secure our southern
border so that we can get back to rule
of law and prevent more Spencer
Chauvins from becoming victims to an
open border.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. Whip, Representative STEVE SCA-
LISE, for his example and courage in
standing up for what is right and true.

Many Members whom I have run
across in this House are studious in
their work, but I don’t know of any
more than Representative GARY PALM-
ER.

In this town, there is probably a din-
ner every night somewhere. Mr. PALM-
ER chooses to take his time going back
to his office, preparing for the next
day, constantly reading and staying in-
formed.

I was born in the State that he rep-
resents. I lived there only 6 months. We
have a mutual love for the Crimson
Tide. It is my privilege to acknowledge
and yield to Representative GARY
PALMER from Alabama.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman. The gentleman just ac-
knowledged that I have no social life,
but that is fine.

I want to talk a little bit about
healthcare. Here is a fact that my
Democratic colleagues were des-
perately trying to keep from the pub-
lic. Not only do the Republicans sup-
port providing health insurance cov-
erage for those with preexisting condi-
tions, but we actually passed legisla-
tion that did just that with the Amer-
ican Health Care Act of 2017.

It included an amendment that Rep-
resentative DAVID SCHWEIKERT of Ari-
zona and I introduced that ensured
that anyone with a preexisting condi-
tion could purchase health insurance.
The Palmer-Schweikert amendment es-
tablished a risk-sharing plan that
would allow any individual with a pre-
existing condition to purchase insur-
ance at the same price as a healthy in-
dividual.

It was actually modeled after a suc-
cessful State-based program in the
State of Maine. Instead of billions of
dollars being paid out by the Federal
Government in bailouts for health in-
surance companies, our plan, funded by
having the majority of the premiums
paid for those with preexisting condi-
tions, transferred into a fund, a risk-
sharing fund.

This represents an alternative ap-
proach to ObamaCare’s guaranteed
issue provision, which priced everyone
as sick, resulting in far higher pre-
miums. As a matter of fact, the pre-
miums got so high that insurance com-
panies literally began pulling out of
whole States.

What our amendment did was, if
someone had a preexisting condition,
they would come to an insurance com-
pany, fill out a health survey, mark
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down if they had had a heart attack or
cancer. The insurance company would
sell them insurance at the same price
as anybody else. But when they paid
their premiums, 90 percent of the pre-
miums would go into this risk-sharing
agreement.
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The insurance company would only
keep 10 percent. Now, if the person, the
individual became very sick, if it be-
came very expensive, the insurance
company would pay the first $7,500 and
then 10 percent of the next $25,000, so
the most that they were out was
$10,000. The risk-sharing plan would
pick up the balance and reimburse the
providers at the same rate as Medicare.

The way this worked was not only
did the premiums go into the risk-shar-
ing plan, 90 percent of the premiums,
but the rest of us would pay anywhere
from $5 to $10 a month on our pre-
miums. That would go into the risk-
sharing plan, and our amendment was
backed up with $38 billion.

What this allowed us to do was create
a situation where the actuaries could
actually be more predictive in what the
cost would be; and, as a result, it low-
ered premiums for everyone. So not
only did it cover people with pre-
existing conditions, but everyone else’s
premiums came down.

As a matter of fact, in that 20- to 30-
year-old age group, it came down 41
percent; 30 to 40 years old came down
33 percent; 40 to 50, 25 percent; 50 to 60,
11.6 percent; and that pre-Medicare 60
to 66 came down 5.9 percent. So what
we were doing was trying to repair the
American healthcare system, doing it
in a way that made sense for people.

Not only that, we have other options
that we want to present. For instance,
one of the biggest uninsured popu-
lations is young people. It doesn’t
make sense to spend the amount of
money you have to spend to pay your
premiums when a lot of those folks are
earning lower wages.

So we want to set up a plan where
you could buy short-term insurance,
buy what you need, what you can af-
ford for that time in your life, and it
would be for 1 year. Depending on what
you bought, your premiums could come
down 85 percent. If you needed to ex-
tend it, you could extend it for another
3 years. That is transition insurance.

In addition to that, the vast majority
of people in America who have a job
work for a small business, and small
businesses aren’t part of a larger
group. So we wanted to set up associa-
tion group plans so that if you are a
small business and your city set up an
association group plan, you could be in
that. Or if you are a farmer, you could
be a member of an association group
plan that the Farm Bureau established,
and premiums there are projected to
come down by as much as 50 percent.

The Republicans have the best ideas
for repairing our healthcare system,
making it affordable, and keeping our
promise, a promise that was broken re-
peatedly: If you like your doctor, you
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can keep your doctor. If you like your
insurance, you can keep your doctor.

It is not just about the cost. It is
about improving outcomes and helping
people live better and healthier.

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, as I
enter my fifth year serving in these
hallowed Halls, I am still in awe of the
sacred duty we have been given. We are
truly the people’s House. However, 1
believe that the people’s House should
give a voice to every single American,
including the unborn.

This past Congress, we were able to
pass, in the House, two major bills pro-
tecting life. The Born-Alive Protection
Act and the Pain-Capable Child Protec-
tion Act both affirmed the humanity of
the unborn and our firm belief that
they are worthy of protection. Sadly,
these bills were not taken up in the
Senate, and with the new Democratic-
led House, their future is uncertain.

But each January gives us hope. It is
a critical time to talk about the impor-
tance of life and what it means to all
Americans. Not only does the begin-
ning of the year bring new goals and
ambitions, but it contains important
events that celebrate life, justice, and
human potential.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose
life we recently celebrated, knew this
potential. He said that any person can-
not succeed if he or she is willing to
“‘sacrifice the future of his children for
immediate personal comfort.” He also
professed the value and hope of every
single human life.

We also witnessed tens of thousands
of marchers just recently arriving from
all across America to march and boldly
speak for those who can’t speak for
themselves.

Last week, we saw what my friend
Benjamin Watson says is a ‘‘sad and
evil day.” Throughout history, there
are pivotal moments that sober us up
to the point of engagement. Such a mo-
ment happened 1 week ago as we
watched the New York State Assembly
celebrate expanding the path for late-
term abortions in their State.

Mr. Watson said this: ““It is a sad and
evil day when the murder of our most
innocent and vulnerable is celebrated
with such overwhelming exuberance.”’

This law allows for abortion up to
birth, practically without limits. It au-
thorizes the legal murder of a fully via-
ble human baby. This is what was
being celebrated. This is why the Free-
dom Tower was lit bright pink on a
cold winter’s night.

That celebration is now seared into
our Nation’s conscience, and many are
now realizing, more than ever, that we
should not, that we must not, that we
cannot look the other way. Even our
sleeping churches are beginning to
awaken to this just and righteous
cause.

New York already faces a cataclysm.
In New York City, more than 500 abor-
tions are performed for every 1,000
births. These numbers are more stag-
gering for African American babies,
more of whom are now aborted than ac-
tually born.
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The Governor of New York has even
suggested that those who are pro-life
are not—and get this—welcome in his
State.

I support federalism and the idea
that New York can make its own laws
for New York. My question is not a
legal one, but a moral one. How long
will our American society allow this
injustice? Can we expect the new House
Democratic majority to continue down
this path? Will there be consequences?

As my friend Kay Cole James likes to
say: ‘“The right to life is the most fun-
damental of all civil rights.”

To revive the American Dream, we
must reclaim America’s soul. That
means standing with the majority of
the American people who reject the
Federal funding abortions; that means
putting the life and health of women
and babies ahead of the desires of abor-
tion giants like Planned Parenthood.

But in many cases, we must also re-
gain our credibility in valuing the
birth at all stages of life. Do we care—
tough question. Do we care, 20 weeks
after the baby is born, as much as we
value the baby 20 weeks before birth?

In closing, Mark Twain said this: The
two most important days are when you
are born and when you find out why.
How many babies, how many children
will never get to discover either?

Please continue to stand for those
who have no voice. In the name that is
everything just, never stop raising
yours.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

PUT A BORDER SECURITY PLAN
ON THE FLOOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. GAETZ)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, here we
are, 22 weeks away from a potential
government shutdown. It is not 5 yet,
and I am on the floor of the House of
Representatives of the United States
Congress, and there is functionally no-
body here. I choose to address the body
from the podium, rather than the well,
to illustrate this point.

Now, anywhere else in America, if
you were facing some cataclysmic
event like a shutdown or a shutoff or a
business losing a major client, you
would have the whole team here work-
ing, getting together, workshopping so-
lutions, offering amendments, ripening
proposals and actually doing the work
that we are supposed to be doing for
the country.

With this 2% weeks to the shutdown,
it is notable to me that Congress got
into town last night and we are leaving
tomorrow. It is like we have got the
French workweek around here. And the
Democrats are in control. They are
driving, Madam Speaker.

So my call is to Speaker PELOSI:

If you have got a border security
package, put it on the floor.
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If you have got an idea on how to
make sure that our country is safer, re-
specting the rule of law, creating a cli-
mate of rising wages for our workers,
making sure that people in their neigh-
borhoods are safe and not having to
face the gangs and the cartels and the
criminals and MS-13, let’s see it.

Democrats often were right to criti-
cize Republicans during the 115th Con-
gress that we had constrained rules,
limited debates. We had diminished op-
portunity for Members to offer amend-
ments. But we don’t even have a bill. It
kind of makes me wonder why.

It may be the Democrats can come to
no consensus on border security. I
mean, heck, we have got a group of
them who probably are from Rust Belt
States, from the Midwest, where a lot
of their constituents voted for Presi-
dent Trump and believe that we ought
to have physical barriers, believe that
we ought to be a nation of laws and
borders—pretty rational stuff. And
then you have got this other wing of
the Democratic Party, Madam Speak-
er, that thinks that walls and borders
are racist and immoral.

How is it that the country is expect-
ing us to lead—you to lead, in the ma-
jority—if we aren’t able to at least
come to this floor and offer concrete
solutions?

You know what we voted on these
last couple of days? We have been vot-
ing on whether or not we are going to
establish studies on the potential
harms of cryptocurrency. Now, that
may be a virtuous objective, but it
seems less poignant and less timely
than the impending shutdown we po-
tentially have in 2V2 weeks.

We took votes on whether or not the
Department of Homeland Security
should offer more mentorship and
training to law enforcement on Tribal
lands—also virtuous, but certainly not
what we ought to be doing here.

Madam Speaker, each and every day,
when we walk these Halls, we stand
under the busts and statues and murals
of some of the greatest Americans to
have ever lived. There are times when
I feel we are unworthy to cast our gaze
upon them and upon their likeness be-
cause here we are, trusted to fulfill the
promise of the country, and it is not
even b yet on a workday, and I am the
only one here and everybody is packing
their bags getting ready to go home.

It is a travesty and it is a shame
brought upon this House. I certainly
hope in the coming weeks we can do
better.

Madam Speaker, I thank your indul-
gence, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE
MODERNIZATION OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 201(b)
of House Resolution 6, 116th Congress,
and the order of the House of January
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3, 2019, of the following Members to the
Select Committee on the Moderniza-
tion of Congress:
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tempore (Mr. PERLMUTTER) at 5 o’clock
and 13 minutes p.m.

January 29, 2019

JOINT RESOLUTION PRESENTED
TO THE PRESIDENT

; ip Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
11:/[@ Iéﬁbﬁf,légwﬁfggfﬁf n. Chair REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO- reported that on January 25, 2019, she
Ms. DELBENE, Washington VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF presented to the President of the
Ms. LOFGREN, California H.R. 790, FEDERAL CIVILIAN qypited States, for his approval, the fol-
Mr. POCAN, Wisconsin WORKFORCE PAY RAISE FAIR- lowing joint resolution:
Ms. SCANLON, Pennsylvania NESS ACT OF 2019, AND PRO-

————
RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
MOTIONS
RULES

Mr. RASKIN, from the Committee on

TO SUSPEND THE

H.J. Res. 28. Making further continuing ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2019, and for
other purposes.

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair Rules, submitted a privileged report
declares the House in recess subject to (Rept. No. 116-5) on the resolution (H.
the call of the Chair. ADJOURNMENT

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 41 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
————
O 1713
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro

Res. 87) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 790) to provide for a pay
increase in 2019 for certain civilian em-
ployees of the Federal Government,
and for other purposes, and providing
for consideration of motions to suspend
the rules, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 14 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, January 30, 2019, at 9 a.m.

e ——

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the third and
fourth quarters of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC.

31, 2018
Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2

HOUSE COMMITTEES
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
HON. VIRGINIA FOXX, Chairman, Jan. 10, 2019.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2018

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
parture currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Kirsten Duncan 8/25 8/28  Finland 537.38 i () 537.38
8/28 8/30  Norway 349.57 349.57
8/30 91 France 791.00 956.00 oo 1747.00
Laura Fullerton 8/28 8/30  Norway 349.57 s ) 349.57
8/30 9/1 France 791.00 664.00 .o 1455.00
Mike Flynn 8/25 8/28  Finland Y1 S— 3 537.38
8/28 8/30  Norway 349.57 349.57
8/30 9/1 France 791.00 965.00 i 1756.00
Kate Bonvechio 8/25 8/28  Finland 514.02 v (3 514.02
8/28 8/30  Norway 349.57 349.57
8/30 9/1 France 791.00 956.00 oo 1747.00
Jason Geske 8/25 8/28  Finland 514.02 v (3 514.02
8/28 8/30  Norway 349.57 349.57
8/30 9/1 France 791.00 956.00 oo 1747.00
Moira Bergin 8/25 8/28  Finland 514.02 e (3 514.02
8/28 8/30  Norway 349.57 349.57
8/30 9/1 France 791.00 956.00 oo 1747.00
Brittany Lynch 8/25 8/28  Finland 514.02 3 514.02
8/28 8/30  Norway 349.57 349.57
8/30 9/1 France 791.00 956.00 1747.00
Hon. Filemon Vela ... 6/30 mn Portugal 7800 e 63.00 141.00
711 112 Tunisia 96.00 96.00
112 112 Croatia 72.00 72.00
112 13 Bos-Herz 72.00 13.77 85.77
714 715 Italy 310.00 . 158.62 468.62
/6 719 Germany 348.00 414.00 762.00
Committee total .....oeeeveeeereririrssersssereicreees v VAL K — 649.39 s 6,409.00 i 19,149.22

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Military air transportation.
HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL, Chairman, Dec. 6, 2018.
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2018

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

Hon. Bob Goodlatte ..........ccooeveemvreemerrerrereerisnrins 1011 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South ............ 899.00 o (3) 1,645.00 e 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

Hon. Lamar Smith ........cooooeveeerrereeereeeees 10/1 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South ... 899.00 oo [ I 1,645.00 oo 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

Hon. Hank JONSON ....coovveoresresecsseeeeserei 1011 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South ... 899.00 e (B) 1,645.00 e 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

Shelley HUSHaNG .......evveveeerrereeice s 1011 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South 899.00 (3) 1,645.00 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

Robert Parmiter 1011 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South 899.00 (3) 1,645.00 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

Matthew MOrgan ............ccermmmmmssmsmsssereseeeneereerens 1011 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South 899.00 @) 1,645.00 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

Peter Larkin 10/1 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South ............. 899.00 oo B) e 1,645.00 .o 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

John Manning 10/1 10/10  Germany, Rwanda, Botswana, South ... 899.00 oo B) s 1,645.00 .o 2,544.00
Africa, Angola, Tunisia, & Portugal.

Hon. Pramila Jayapal ... 12/1 12/1 Mexico 1,610.00 s 1,610.00

Committee total ... e 7,192.00 1477000 oo 21,972.00

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.

HON. BOB GOODLATTE, Chairman, Jan. 2, 2019.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2018

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
GT ThOMPSON ..o 1117 11/18  Germany 260.00 260.00
11/18 11721 Kuwait 802.00 27833 s 1,080.33
Committee total ... . 1,062.00 27833 s 1,340.33

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

61. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-578, ‘‘Campaign Finance Reform
Amendment Act of 2018, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

62. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-577, ““Office of Public-Private Partner-
ships Delegation of Authority Amendment
Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

63. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-574, ‘“Rent Charge Definition Clari-
fication Amendment Act of 2018°, pursuant
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

64. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-573, ‘“‘Conversion Therapy for Con-
sumers under a Conservatorship or Guard-
ianship Amendment Act of 2018, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

65. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-568, ‘‘Behavioral Health Parity Act of
2018°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

66. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-567, ‘‘Liead Water Service Line Re-
placement and Disclosure Amendment Act of
2018°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.

e ——

HON. ROB BISHOP, Chairman, Jan. 23, 2019.

602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

67. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-566, ‘‘Healthy Students Amendment
Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

68. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-562, ‘‘Electronic Proof of Motor Vehi-
cle Insurance and Regulation Amendment
Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

69. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-561, ‘“‘Study of Long-Term Care Facili-
ties and Long-Term Care Services Act of
2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

70. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-572, ‘“‘Program of All-Inclusive Care
for the Elderly Establishment Amendment
Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

71. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-560, ‘‘Rear-Facing Car Seat Safety
Amendment Act of 2018”’, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

72. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-559, ‘‘Driver’s License Revocation
Fairness Amendment Act of 2018, pursuant
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

73. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-571, ‘“‘Eviction with Dignity Amend-

ment Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

74. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-558, ‘‘Structured Settlements Protec-
tion Act of 2018”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-
198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

75. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-570, “Mental Health Information Dis-
closure Amendment Act of 2018, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

76. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-569, ‘‘Revised Synthetics Abatement
and Full Enforcement Drug Control Amend-
ment Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. RASKIN: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 87. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 790) to provide for
a pay increase in 2019 for certain civilian em-
ployees of the Federal Government, and for
other purposes, and providing for consider-
ation of motions to suspend the rules (Rept.
116-5). Referred to the House Chamber.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
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titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. GARAMENDI (for himself and
Mr. LAMALFA):

H.R. 830. A bill to amend the National
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to allow the re-
pair, expansion, and construction, without
elevation, of agricultural structures located
in special flood hazard zones, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself and Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana):

H.R. 831. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to request nominations for
and make determinations regarding roads to
be designated under the national scenic by-
ways program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
(for himself, Mr. PETERSON, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. SMUCKER, Ms. STEFANIK,
Mr. COLLINS of New York, Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. JOYCE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. CONAWAY, and Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania):

H.R. 832. A bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to allow
schools that participate in the school lunch
program under such Act to serve whole milk;
to the Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mrs. HARTZLER (for herself, Mr.
DUNCAN, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MEAD-
OWS, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr.
MARCHANT, Mr. POSEY, Mr. GOSAR,
Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. BANKS,
Mr. BYRNE, Mr. BosT, Mr. LAMBORN,
Mr. LATTA, Mr. ESTES, Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr.
STEWART, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr.
RUTHERFORD, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr.
DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. WEB-
STER of Florida, Mr. HICE of Georgia,
Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr. MITCHELL, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr.
ROUZER, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr. JONES,
Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. FLO-
RES, Mr. OLSON, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. SCA-
LISE, Mr. SPANO, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, Mr.
WITTMAN, Mr. BIsSHOP of Utah, Mr.
BACON, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. WATKINS,
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr.
WRIGHT, Mr. HAGEDORN, Mr. JOYCE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. COLE,
Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. ALLEN,
Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. FULCHER, Mr.
WALTZ, and Mr. CLOUD):

H.R. 833. A bill to prohibit Federal funding
to entities that do not certify the entities
will not perform, or provide any funding to
any other entity that performs, an abortion;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself, Ms.
SLOTKIN, Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. ALLRED,
Mrs. AXNE, Mr. CISNEROS, Mrs. CRAIG,
Ms. FINKENAUER, Mr. HARDER of Cali-
fornia, Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Okla-
homa, Mr. KiM, Mrs. LEE of Nevada,
Mr. MALINOWSKI, Mr. MCADAMS, Ms.
MUCARSEL-POWELL, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr.
ROSE of New York, Ms. SHERRILL, Ms.
SPANBERGER, Ms. TORRES SMALL of
New Mexico, and Mrs. TRAHAN):

H.R. 834. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to provide for automatic con-
tinuing appropriations, to prohibit the use of
funds for the official travel of Members of
Congress and executive branch employees
and other activities during any period in
which such automatic continuing appropria-
tions are in effect, to withhold the pay of
Members of Congress during any period in
which such automatic continuing appropria-
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tions are in effect, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Appropriations, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Oversight and
Reform, House Administration, and Rules,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Mr.
BURGESS, Mr. COHEN, Mr. HUDSON,
Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. KING of New York,
Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. LONG, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Mr. SMITH of New
Jersey, Ms. MOORE, Mr. RUSH, and
Mr. TONKO):

H.R. 835. A bill to impose criminal sanc-
tions on certain persons involved in inter-
national doping fraud conspiracies, to pro-
vide restitution for victims of such conspir-
acies, and to require sharing of information
with the United States Anti-Doping Agency
to assist its fight against doping, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and in addition to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. McCAUL (for himself and Mr.
CUELLAR):

H.R. 836. A Dbill to establish the Interdic-
tion for the Protection of Child Victims of
Exploitation and Human Trafficking Pro-
gram to train law enforcement officers to
identify and assist victims of child exploi-
tation and human trafficking; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr.
GOSAR, Mr. EMMER, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. KELLY of
Mississippi, Mr. GIANFORTE, Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. KING of
Iowa, and Mr. DUFFY):

H.R. 837. A bill to authorize a special re-
source study on the spread vectors of chronic
wasting disease in Cervidae, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
and in addition to the Committee on Natural
Resources, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BABIN (for himself and Mrs.
DEMINGS):

H.R. 838. A bill to develop a national strat-
egy to prevent targeted violence through be-
havioral threat assessment and manage-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. BROWNLEY of California:

H.R. 839. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to include a revenue metric in
the port network components to better
achieve the policy goals of the National
Multimodal Freight Network; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Ms. BROWNLEY of California (for
herself and Mr. HIGGINS of New
York):

H.R. 840. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide child care assistance
to veterans receiving certain medical serv-
ices provided by the Department of Veterans
Affairs; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio:

H.R. 841. A Dbill to establish the People-Cen-
tered Assistance Reform Effort Commission,
to improve the social safety net and increase
social mobility by increasing access to re-
sources which address the underlying causes
of poverty; to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and in addition to the Committees on
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Education and Labor, Agriculture, Natural
Resources, Energy and Commerce, Financial
Services, Transportation and Infrastructure,
Rules, and the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
By Mr. DELGADO:

H.R. 842. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to require certain
reports filed under such Act to include the
disclosure of persons who are registered lob-
byists under the Lobbying Disclosure Act of
1995, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

By Mr. GIBBS (for himself,
CHABOT, and Mr. ROUZER):

H.R. 843. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to clarify when the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has the authority to prohibit
the specification of a defined area, or deny or
restrict the use of a defined area for speci-
fication, as a disposal site under section 404
of such Act, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. GIBBS:

H.R. 844. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to allow for modified
permits for industrial minerals remining op-
erations, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

Mr.

By Mr. GOLDEN (for himself, Mr. ROSE
of New York, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr.
COOPER, Ms. PINGREE, and Mr. Cox of
California):

H.R. 845. A bill to prohibit the payment of
a salary to Members of Congress, the Presi-
dent, and the Vice President during periods
during which a Government shutdown is in
effect, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on House Administra-
tion, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico (for herself, Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr.
JONES, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, and Mr.
CISNEROS):

H.R. 846. A Dbill to amend the VA Choice
and Quality Employment Act to direct the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a
vacancy and recruitment database to facili-
tate the recruitment of certain members of
the Armed Forces to satisfy the occupational
needs of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
to establish and implement a training and
certification program for intermediate care
technicians in that Department, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee (for him-
self, Ms. GABBARD, Mr. BYRNE, Mr.
CISNEROS, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr.
DELGADO, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. DUNN,
Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto Rico,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. JONES,
Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. SEAN PATRICK
MALONEY of New York, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. RIGGLEMAN, Mr.
RUSH, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. TIMMONS,
Mr. YOUNG, and Mr. ZELDIN):

H.R. 847. A bill to provide interim appro-
priations for the Coast Guard Retired Serv-
iceman’s Family Protection and Survivor
Benefits Plans for each fiscal year after fis-
cal year 2018, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Appropriations.

By Mr. GROTHMAN (for himself, Mr.
GOSAR, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. DUNCAN, and
Mr. POSEY):

H.R. 848. A Dbill to restrict certain Federal
assistance benefits to individuals verified to
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be citizens of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. HASTINGS (for himself, Mr.
WOODALL, Mr. NADLER, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. GREEN of Texas, Ms. JACKSON
LEE, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,
Ms. OMAR, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr.
SoTo0, Mr. HARDER of California, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. WILD, Mrs.
HAYES, and Ms. CLARKE of New
York):

H.R. 849. A Dbill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to in-
crease civics education programs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

By Mr. PALMER (for himself, Mr.
ARRINGTON, Mr. BRADY, Mr. BROOKS
of Alabama, Mr. BUCK, Mr. BUDD, Mr.
BYRNE, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. DAVIDSON of
Ohio, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. FLEISCHMANN,
Ms. Foxx of North Carolina, Mr.
GAETZ, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. GOSAR, Mr.
HUNTER, Mr. KING of Iowa, Mrs.
LESKO, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. MOONEY of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. RATCLIFFE,
Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. WALKER, Mrs.
WALORSKI, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr.
YoHO, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr.
POsSEY, Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. SMITH of
Missouri, Mr. BABIN, Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. DAVID P. ROE
of Tennessee, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. CAR-
TER of Georgia, Mr. WOMACK, Mr.
CoLE, Mr. HiLL of Arkansas, Mr.
MITCHELL, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. HICE
of Georgia, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. HAR-
RIS, Mr. RICE of South Carolina, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr.
EMMER, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. LAHOOD, Mrs.
HARTZLER, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. ROY, Mr.
WALBERG, Mr. MCHENRY, Mr. CHABOT,
Mr. LUcAs, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. JOHN
W. ROSE of Tennessee, and Mr.
STEUBE):

H.R. 850. A bill to require the appropria-
tion of funds to use a fee, fine, penalty, or
proceeds from a settlement received by a
Federal agency, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Oversight and Reform,
and in addition to the Committees on the Ju-
diciary, the Budget, and Rules, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER:

H.R. 851. A bill to reinstate requirements
pertaining to electronically controlled pneu-
matic brake systems on high-hazard flam-
mable unit trains, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mrs. LAWRENCE (for herself, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Mr. MOULTON, Mrs.
DEMINGS, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. RYAN, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mrs. BUSTOS, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. CLAY, Mr.
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. MOORE, Mr. RUSH, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. WILSON of Florida,
Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. WEXTON, Ms.
MENG, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr.
COHEN, Ms. OMAR, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr.
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York,
Ms. HILL of California, Ms. JOHNSON
of Texas, Mr. SoTO, Mr. POCAN, Mr.
HASTINGS, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
Mr. KILDEE, Mr. SERRANO, Ms.
KUSTER of New Hampshire, Mr.
ENGEL, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. RASKIN,
and Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia):

H.R. 852. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to address lead contamination in
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school drinking water; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
By Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia (for
himself and Mr. LATTA):

H.R. 853. A bill to expand retroactive eligi-
bility of the Army Combat Action Badge to
include members of the Army who partici-
pated in combat during which they person-
ally engaged, or were personally engaged by,
the enemy at any time on or after December
7, 1941; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL (for her-
self, Ms. SHALALA, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
SoTo, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. ESPAILLAT,
and Ms. FRANKEL):

H.R. 854. A bill to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to the Venezuelan people, including
Venezuelan migrants and refugees in the
Americas and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. TONKO,
Ms. STEFANIK, and Mr. QUIGLEY):

H.R. 855. A bill to minimize the economic
and social costs resulting from losses of life,
property, well-being, business activity, and
economic growth associated with extreme
weather events by ensuring that the United
States is more resilient to the impacts of ex-
treme weather events in the short- and long-
term, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. WEBSTER of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. PETERSON, Mr. MEADOWS,
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. HICE of Georgia, Mr.
MOONEY of West Virginia, and Mr.
WESTERMAN):

H.R. 856. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a deduction for
certain charity care furnished by physicians,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. WITTMAN:

H.R. 857. A bill to hold the salaries of Mem-
bers of a House of Congress in escrow if the
House of Congress does not pass regular ap-
propriation bills on a timely basis during a
Congress, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. YOUNG:

H.R. 858. A bill to make continuing appro-
priations for salaries and expenses of air
traffic controllers for fiscal year 2019; to the
Committee on Appropriations.

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York (for herself, Mr. REED, Ms.
SPEIER, Mr. RoOUDA, Mr. CICILLINE,
Mr. SARBANES, Ms. KUSTER of New
Hampshire, Ms. OMAR, Mrs. HAYES,

Mr. SIRES, Ms. SPANBERGER, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Ms. TITUS, Ms. PINGREE,
Mr. PRrRICE of North Carolina, Mr.

HECK, Ms. WEXTON, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, Mrs. LURIA, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms.
MENG, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. LOEBSACK,
Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. SU0ZzI, Ms.
DEGETTE, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. HAALAND,
Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. ESPAILLAT,
Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. COHEN, Mr.
SERRANO, Ms. FRANKEL, Ms. MOORE,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL,
Ms. FUDGE, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr.

CONNOLLY, Mr. MEEKS, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr.
BEYER, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. PAL-
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LONE, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. CLAY, Mrs. LOWEY,
Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. PETERS, and Mrs.
LEE of Nevada):

H.J. Res. 35. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States relative to equal rights for
men and women; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee
(for himself, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. HARRIS,
and Mr. BERA):

H. Con. Res. 8. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress on the need to
improve and expand training for future phy-
sicians on properly treating pain and pre-
scribing opioids, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. HOYER:

H. Con. Res. 9. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President; consid-
ered and agreed to. considered and agreed to.

By Mr. JEFFRIES:

H. Res. 85. A resolution electing Members
to a certain standing committee of the
House of Representatives and ranking Mem-
bers on a certain standing committee of the
House of Representatives; considered and
agreed to. considered and agreed to.

By Ms. LOFGREN:

H. Res. 86. A resolution providing amounts
for the expenses of the Select Committee on
the Climate Crisis and the Select Committee
on the Modernization of Congress; to the
Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania:

H. Res. 88. A resolution expressing the op-
position of the House of Representatives to a
hard border between Northern Ireland and
the Republic of Ireland; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

—————

PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII,

Mr. MARSHALL introduced a bill (H.R.
859) to authorize the honorary ap-
pointment of Robert J. Dole to the
grade of colonel in the regular Army;
which was referred to the Committee
on Armed Services.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. GARAMENDI:

H.R. 830.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. CICILLINE:

H.R. 831.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 832.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8 of the United States Constitution which
gives Congress the power ‘“‘to regulate Com-
merce with foreign Nations, and among the
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several states, and within the Indian
Tribes.”

By Mrs. HARTZLER:
H.R. 833.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article 1, Section
8, Clause 1 and Article 1, Section 9, Clause 7
of the United States Constitution.

By Ms. HOULAHAN:

H.R. 834.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution, Article I, section 9,
clause 7
By Ms. JACKSON LEE:
H.R. 835.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. McCAUL:

H.R. 836.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. ABRAHAM:

H.R. 837.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. BABIN:

H.R. 838.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3

By Ms. BROWNLEY of California:

H.R. 839.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. BROWNLEY of California:

H.R. 840.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio:

H.R. 841.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the U. S. Constitu-
tion grants Congress the power to ‘‘lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
defense and general Welfare of the United
States’ and Article I, Section 8 of the Con-
stitution, Congress has the power ‘‘to make
all Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or any Department or Officer
thereof”.

By Mr. DELGADO:

H.R. 842.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article One

By Mr. GIBBS:

H.R. 843.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution, specifically Clause 3 (relating
to regulation of Commerce among the sev-
eral states.)

By Mr. GIBBS:

H.R. 844.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution, specifically Clause 3 (relating
to regulation of Commerce among the sev-
eral states.)

By Mr. GOLDEN:

H.R. 845.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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U.S. Const. Art. 1, Sec. 1; and U.S. Const.

Art. 1, Sec. 6 . B
By Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico:

H.R. 846.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
U.S. Constitution, which provide as follows:

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defence and general Welfare of the United
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the United
States; [. . .]—And

To make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee:

H.R. 847.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The principal constitutional authority for
this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United
States (the appropriation power), which
states:’No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law . . .” In addition, clause
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution
(the spending power) provides: ‘‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power . .. to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States

. . Together, these specific constitutional
provisions establish the congressional power
of the purse, granting Congress the author-
ity to appropriate funds, to determine their
purpose, amount, and period of availability,
and to set forth terms and conditions gov-
erning their use.

By Mr. GROTHMAN:

H.R. 848.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. HASTINGS:

H.R. 849.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. PALMER:

H.R. 850.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 9, Clause 7 provides, ‘“‘No
money shall be drawn from the treasury, but
in consequence of appropriations made by
law; and a regular statement and account of
receipts and expenditures of all public
money shall be published from time to
time.”

By Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER:

H.R. 851.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mrs. LAWRENCE:

H.R. 852.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

By Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia:

H.R. 853.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8. of the United States
Constitution, wherein it reads: ‘‘Congress
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shall have the power . . . to provide for orga-
nizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia,
and for governing such Part of them as may
be employed in the Service of the United
States . . .” and ‘‘Congress shall have the
power to . . . make all Laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers, and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States or in any
Depaitinent or Officer thereof.’
By Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL:

H.R. 854.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the U.S. Constitution

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 855.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. WEBSTER of Florida:

H.R. 856.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

By Mr. WITTMAN:

H.R. 857.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 6 of the Constitution of
the United States

By Mr. YOUNG:

H.R. 858.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution (clauses 1 and 18): The Congress
shall have the power to lay and collect taxes,
duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts
and provide for the common defense and gen-
eral welfare of the United States; but all du-
ties, imposts and excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States; and to make
all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vested by this
Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.

By Mr. MARSHALL:

H.R. 859.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8, clause 16: To provide for orga-
nizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia,
and for governing such Part of them as may
be employed in the Service of the United
States, reserving to the States respectively,
the Appointment of the Officers, and the Au-
thority of training the Militia according to
the discipline prescribed by Congress;

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York:

H.J. Res. 35.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article V—Amendment. The Congress,
whenever two thirds of both Houses shall
deem it necessary, shall propose Amend-
ments to this Constitution, or, on the Appli-
cation of the Legislatures of two thirds of
the several States, shall call a Convention
for proposing Amendments, which, in either
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Pur-
poses, as Part of this Constitution, when
ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths
of the several States or by Conventions in
three fourths thereof, as the one or the other
Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; Provided that no Amendment
which may be made prior to the Year One
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in
any Manner affect the first and fourth
Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Ar-
ticle; and that no State, without its Consent,
shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the
Senate.
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By Mr. MARSHALL: 
H.J. Res. 859.

The online version has been corrected to read: 
By Mr. MARSHALL: 
H.R. 859.
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ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 25: Mr. EMMER.

H.R. 38: Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. STEUBE, and
Mr. MITCHELL.

H.R. 51: Ms. DEAN.

H.R. 95: Ms. TORRES SMALL of New Mexico,
Ms. DEAN, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Miss RICE of New
York, Mr. HURD of Texas, and Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 96: Ms. PINGREE and Mrs. TORRES of
California.

H.R. 114: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia and Mr.
ALLEN.

H.R. 125: Mr. LANGEVIN and Ms. BARRAGAN.

H.R. 141: Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. LOWENTHAL,
Mrs. HAYES, Mr. ENGEL, and Mr. MCKINLEY.

H.R. 249: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire.

H.R. 281: Mr. JEFFRIES.

H.R. 284: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 285: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 307: Mr. NORMAN, Mr. HARDER of Cali-
fornia, Mr. RIGGLEMAN, and Mrs.
RADEWAGEN.

H.R. 339: Ms. PINGREE and Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER.

H.R. 361: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 369: Mr. FORTENBERRY.

H.R. 421: Mr. ScoTT of Virginia and Mr.
SARBANES.

H.R. 446: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 485: Mr. DEFAZIO and Mr. BYRNE.

H.R. 500: Mr. LLucAs, Mr. BOST, Mr. RASKIN,
Mr. CoLLINS of New York, Mr. GALLAGHER,
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. STIVERS,
Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr.
MCNERNEY, and Ms. DEGETTE.

H.R. 533: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 540: Ms. TI1TUS, Mr. PRICE of North
Carolina, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. CICILLINE, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. KILDEE, and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 545: Ms. SPANBERGER.

H.R. 553: Mr. ROUZER, Ms. TITUS, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Ms. GABBARD, and Mr. RESCHENTHALER.

H.R. 5564: Mr. CHABOT.

H.R. 580: Mr. GOSAR.

H.R. 582: Ms. SHERRILL.

H.R. 587: Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. COLE, Mrs.
HARTZLER, Mrs. LESKO, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. CORREA, Mrs. CAROLYN B.
MALONEY of New York, and Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER.

H.R. 590: Ms. SCHRIER.

H.R. 600: Mr. HURD of Texas.

H.R. 609: Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 616: Mr. NEWHOUSE and Mr. CLOUD.
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H.R. 638: Mr. RATCLIFFE.

H.R. 641: Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 642: Mr. RESCHENTHALER.

H.R. 646: Mr. GARAMENDI and Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 647: Ms. DEGETTE.

H.R. 649: Ms. NORTON, Mr. BEYER, and Mrs.
DINGELL.

H.R. 651: Mr. GAETZ, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr.

DUNCAN, and Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas.

H.R. 662: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire,
Mr. STIVERS, and Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 664: Mr. EMMER and Mr. GREEN of Ten-
nessee.

H.R. 671: Mr. DUFFY, Mr. WALTZ, and Mrs.
LESKO.

H.R. 678: Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, and
Mr. NORCROSS.

H.R. 710: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 712: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
GALLEGO, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. HIMES, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Mr. PETERS, Ms. PINGREE, and Mr.
SWALWELL of California.

H.R. 714: Mr. CRAWFORD and Mrs. LESKO.

H.R. 720: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 724: Ms. WILD, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. STIV-
ERS, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr.
OLSON, and Ms. DEAN.

H.R. 728: Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr. AGUILAR, Mr.
HECK, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, and Mr. COURT-
NEY.

H.R. 734: Ms. DEGETTE and Ms. MOORE.

H.R. 737: Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms.
SPEIER, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mrs. BUSTOS,
Mr. ESTES, Mr. SAN NICOLAS, Mr. SCHRADER,
Mr. NEAL, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. BEYER, Ms. MAT-
SUI, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. SHALALA, Mr. DEFA-
710, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. LYNCH, Mr.

MEUSER, Ms. McCoLLUM, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mr. KIND, and Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H.R. 739: Mr. MEADOWS.

H.R. 740: Mr. GREEN of Tennessee and Mr.
LAMBORN.

H.R. 741: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. KING of Iowa,
Mr. BosT, and Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Ten-
nessee.

H.R. 762: Ms. HILL of California, Mr. COHEN,
Ms. BoNAMICI, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. CISNEROS, Mr. KEATING, Mr. CASTEN of I1-
linois, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, and Mr. LOEBSACK.

H.R. 763: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 764: Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee.

H.R. 785: Mr. GOSAR.

H.R. 786: Mr. GOSAR.

H.R. 790: Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.
PERLMUTTER, and Mr. GREEN of Texas.

H.R. 791: Mr. WALTZ, Mr. STIVERS, and Mr.
GONZALEZ of Ohio.
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H.R. 804: Mr. LOEBSACK and Mr. LANGEVIN.

H.R. 806: Mr. BURGESS, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.
MCGOVERN, and Mr. RUPPERSBERGER.

H.R. 809: Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. HILL of Cali-
fornia, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr.
PERLMUTTER, Mr. ROSE of New York, Ms.
BROWNLEY of California, and Mr. TAKANO.

H.R. 811: Mr. LOUDERMILK.

H.J. Res. 2: Mr. LOWENTHAL.

H.J. Res. 25: Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH.

H. Res. 23: Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. JOHNSON of
Ohio, Mr. BosT, Mr. TONKO, Ms. MENG, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. HECK, Mr. KATKO, and Mr.
LOEBSACK.

H. Res. 33: Mr. KING of New York, Mr.
CLAY, Mr. WELCH, Mr. CARDENAS, Mr. ZELDIN,
Mrs. TORRES of California, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
GALLEGO, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. KATKO, Mr. CASE,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Miss GONZALEZ-COLON
of Puerto Rico, Mr. KIND, Mr. SU0ZzZI, Mr.
DI1AZ-BALART, Mr. AGUILAR, Ms. PINGREE, Ms.
KAPTUR, Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, and Mr.
CRIST.

H. Res. 36: Mr. WELCH, Mr. BLUMENAUER,
and Mr. CARBAJAL.

H. Res. 38: Mr. SABLAN.

H. Res. 39: Mr. HUDSON and Mrs. BUSTOS.

H. Res. 49: Mr. STIVERS, Mr. CURTIS, and
Mrs. LESKO.

H. Res. 54: Mr. HECK, Mr. CASE, Mr. KIND,
and Mr. KATKO.

H. Res. 58: Mr. LIPINSKI, Ms. JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr.
PETERS, and Ms. DEAN.

H. Res. 60: Mr. HECK.

H. Res. 72: Mr. KING of New York, Mr.
MOONEY of West Virginia, and Mr.
DESJARLAIS.

H. Res. 81: Ms. STEFANIK.

———

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or
statements on congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits were submitted as follows:

OFFERED BY MR. CUMMINGS

The provisions that warranted a referral to
the Committee on Oversight and Reform in
H.R. 790 do not contain any congressional
earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited
tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 of rules
XXI.
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