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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable CINDY 
HYDE-SMITH, a Senator from the State 
of Mississippi. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, who rules the raging of 

the sea, we come to You today in the 
assurance not of our feeble hold on You 
but of Your mighty grasp on us. 

Bring peace to our lawmakers that 
will tune their hearts to the music of 
Your will. Lead our Senators along the 
paths of righteousness to still waters 
and green pastures by Your redeeming 
grace. May our legislators so serve You 
that they will contribute to the coming 
of the day when justice will roll down 
like waters and righteousness like a 
mighty stream. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 29, 2019. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable CINDY HYDE-SMITH, a 
Senator from the State of Mississippi, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S SE-
CURITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
ACT OF 2019—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the unfin-
ished business. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to the consideration of 
S. 1, a bill to make improvements to certain 
defense and security assistance provisions 
and to authorize the appropriation of funds 
to Israel, to reauthorize the United States- 
Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of 2015, and 
to halt the wholesale slaughter of the Syrian 
people, and for other purposes. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

hundreds of thousands of Federal work-
ers are, thank God, returning to work 
this week to tackle a backlog that has 
been building for over a month. Over 
that time, the U.S. economy suffered a 
loss of $11 billion, according to the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office— 
$11 billion for the President’s temper 
tantrum, including $3 billion that can 
never be recovered. That is an expen-
sive temper tantrum. The individual 
costs are even harder than the big 
numbers. 

Who knows how many Federal work-
ers missed a doctor’s appointment or 
fell behind on their payments because 
they weren’t getting their paychecks. 
Federal contractors will not get back-
pay and may have lost health insur-
ance entirely during the shutdown. 
Senator SMITH is working on legisla-
tion to fix that problem. 

While even Federal employees and 
contractors are returning to work, 
they still might be digging out of the 
hole that the Trump shutdown put 
them in. I hope this serves as a lesson 
to President Trump and all of my Re-
publican colleagues—no more shut-
down. We cannot repeat this same 
nightmare scenario in 3 weeks when 
the CR expires. We Democrats will not 
shut down the government. We hope 
President Trump has learned his les-
son. He touched a very hot stove. We 
hope our Republican colleagues will 
join us, as they did last Thursday, to 
make sure there is no shutdown. 
Thankfully, I have heard several of my 
colleagues say that. A number of them, 
including some of the most senior Re-
publicans, have said we shouldn’t have 
another shutdown. So we look forward 
to working with you to avoid that in 
every possible way. 

The House and Senate conferees 
should strive, instead, to find common 
ground where it already exists and 
build from there. The good news is they 
begin with plenty to work with. Demo-
crats and Republicans agree on the 
need for stronger border security meas-
ures at our ports of entry as well as the 
need for more humanitarian assistance. 
That is a good place to start. 

Plenty of column inches have been 
dedicated to the discussion of areas 
where Republicans and Democrats have 
friction, but several times over the 
past 2 years, Congress has come to-
gether to reach big compromises, in-
cluding two budget agreements and a 
landmark Russia sanctions bill. The 
common theme of those agreements is 
that the President stayed out of the 
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