January 30, 2019

because of something they had nothing
to do with. And I heard you.

To my fellow Members of Congress
who may be reticent to support a bill
that penalizes ourselves: This is a mo-
ment of leadership. This is a moment
to acknowledge that we may not have
started this shutdown, but it is our re-
sponsibility to prevent them from hap-
pening in the future.

Madam Speaker, I implore my col-
leagues to do the right thing and sup-
port this bill.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO

PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair announces, without objection,
the Speaker’s appointment, pursuant
to clause 11 of rule X, clause 11 of rule
I, and the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, and notwithstanding the re-
quirement of clause 11(a)(4)(A) of rule
X, of the following Members of the
House to the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence:

Mr. CONAWAY, Texas

Mr. TURNER, Ohio

Mr. WENSTRUP, Ohio

Mr. STEWART, Utah

Mr. CRAWFORD, Arkansas

Ms. STEFANIK, New York

Mr. HURD, Texas

Mr. RATCLIFFE, Texas

There was no objection.

——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 30, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g)
of Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of
Representatives, I herewith designate Mr.
Robert Reeves, Deputy Clerk, to sign any
and all papers and do all other acts for me
under the name of the Clerk of the House
which they would be authorized to do by vir-
tue of this designation, except such as are
provided by statute, in case of my temporary
absence or disability.

This designation shall remain in effect for
the 116th Congress or until modified by me.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, it
has been an interesting day, perhaps
more than most.

We have heard over and over again
about Republicans supposedly causing
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the shutdown, but in my days as a trial
lawyer, judge, chief justice, it is always
good to look at the evidence. And the
evidence is very clear.

You had Republicans in the House
and Senate and the President actually
pass a spending bill in the House before
the end of December, and the only
thing that was keeping it from getting
through the Senate was that Demo-
crats there, led by Senator SCHUMER,
would not negotiate. They arrived at
no agreement to get 60 votes so that it
could go forward with debate. That
wasn’t the Republicans.

In the position of the White House,
President Trump made clear: This is
negotiable, but we do need wall, we
need barrier. Call it whatever you
want.

He moved from talking about con-
crete to talking about the steel barrier.
And having spent time with some other
Members of Congress, invited by Con-
gressman BIgGs and Congressman
GOSAR down to the Arizona border, we
saw a lot of it. And then it would just
end. And then you saw a clear path
right around the end of it as people
kept coming, invading this country il-
legally.

From the border patrolmen, it was
clear some were carrying big loads of
drugs. Sometimes they are able to
catch them, sometimes they are not.
And it sounds like, from the times I
spent on the border south of McAllen,
southeast of McAllen, the Texas quad-
rant, more often than not, they don’t
catch the drugs coming in. It is an in-
vasion. It is a huge problem.

And I was hearing people, friends
across the other side of the aisle, some
Senators who are Democrats, acknowl-
edging: Yes, we need to do something.
But when it came to negotiating, there
was no negotiation.

So we had this bill today decrying
how horrible shutdowns are. But if you
look at the tactics, when the tactics of
the leaders—and I say at least some of
the leaders—of one party are ‘“‘we are
not going to negotiate; we are not
going to compromise; we are not going
to do what is best for the country,” in
effect, as they have stated on prior oc-
casions, as they have voted on prior oc-
casions, some of them, that is what
causes a shutdown.

You know, we did not need this shut-
down. We shouldn’t have had to have
this shutdown. It should have been
agreed back in December by at least
some of the Senators so that we could
have gotten a spending bill.

Of course, we had spending passed on
three-fourths of the government. It was
about one-fourth of the government
that was not funded. So we talk about
a shutdown. It wasn’t a full shutdown.
But, still, it did harm to those who
were not getting paid.

But as I would go through airports—
and TSA agents would know who I
was—numerous times I was told: We
are hurting not getting paid, but we
are all right. We are going to be a
whole lot worse off if we don’t get a
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wall or a barrier or something built
and start securing the border.

We heard from teachers who were
saying: We love our kids, we want to
teach them, but it is so unfair to the
students who are already there to have
people brought in and say you have got
to educate these, and they don’t speak
English. And the teachers would say it
really did damage, it does damage to
those students that we are supposed to
also teach. And now, all of a sudden, we
have people we have to teach who don’t
speak English.

There are some school districts that
have done a great job of trying to work
around that and teach English in an
immersion-type setting so that we can
help people not be relegated to manual
labor the rest of their lives, but help
them speak good English so that they
can get good jobs.

But we need a barrier in some places
on the border where we don’t have it,
and that is clear. You can’t just have a
20-, 30-foot Dbarrier just proceeding
along that is stopping the drugs, stop-
ping the sex trafficking, stopping the
human trafficking, and then just stop
it. Because, as we saw down the Ari-
zona border, the path goes for miles
and miles, and it comes right up to the
point where the barrier ends, and it
goes right around.

In one place, there is a little barbed
wire gate that is held to the barrier.
This massive barrier is held with a lit-
tle, probably a quarter-inch, nylon
rope. And they leave it in a slip knot so
you can open the gate and the drugs
can come pouring in that will kill
Americans.

Something had to be done. And yet
what happened was the President was
willing to negotiate, KEVIN MCCARTHY
and the Republicans were willing to ne-
gotiate, Senator MCCONNELL and the
Republicans in the Senate were willing
to negotiate, and yet the word from
our Speaker was: We are not negoti-
ating at all on a barrier, a wall.

So we continued to have people in
the interim, while the government was
shut down, continue to die as a result
of us not securing our border.

We were told by Border Patrol, every
day, there are women who are pulled
into sex trafficking. Every day, there
are women—often young girls. We are
told about one-third of the girls who
are brought up to bring them into the
United States illegally are raped at
least once and, normally, multiple
times.

As long as we keep our border so un-
secured, that is going to continue. I
mean, how much lack of compassion do
you have to have to say: “We are fine
with the rape trees; we are fine with
one-third of the girls coming into the
United States illegally having been
raped. We are fine. We just leave things
like they are. That is fine, but we are
not going to negotiate because.

Apparently, from what we are hear-
ing, even though many of the people
who refuse to negotiate have talked
about the need for barriers and talked



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T12:19:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




