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Whereas Bolivia’s historically 

marginalized indigenous peoples represent 
approximately 41 percent of the country’s 
population, according to the 2012 Bolivian 
census; 

Whereas, in 2006, the people of Bolivia 
elected a constituent assembly to write a 
new constitution recognizing greater polit-
ical and economic rights for the country’s 
indigenous population, while key opposition 
parties boycotted the constituent assembly 
election; 

Whereas, in 2008, a recall referendum on 
President Morales was rejected by 67 percent 
of voters in Bolivia; 

Whereas, in 2008, amidst growing protests 
in the country and rising tensions between 
Bolivia and the United States, President Mo-
rales expelled the United States ambassador 
to Bolivia; 

Whereas, in 2009, Bolivians approved, by a 
vote of more than 60 percent in a nationwide 
referendum, a new constitution that in-
cluded a limit of two five-year presidential 
terms; 

Whereas, in 2009, President Morales won re-
election to a second term with more than 60 
percent of the vote; 

Whereas, in 2013, President Morales’ loyal-
ists in Bolivia’s Legislative Assembly ap-
proved legislation allowing him to run for a 
third term—a law that President Morales’ 
political allies in the Bolivian Constitu-
tional Tribunal affirmed, ruling that the 
two-term limit in the country’s new con-
stitution did not apply because President 
Morales’ first term was under the old con-
stitution; 

Whereas, in 2013, President Morales ex-
pelled the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development for trying to ‘‘con-
spire against Bolivia’’; 

Whereas, in 2014, President Morales won 
his third term as president, with 60 percent 
of the vote; 

Whereas, in 2016, the Government of Bo-
livia called a national referendum to modify 
the constitution in order to allow for an ad-
ditional term for Morales; 

Whereas, that same year, more than half of 
voters in Bolivia rejected the proposed lift-
ing of presidential term limits that would 
have allowed President Morales to run for a 
fourth term and serve at least 20 years in of-
fice; 

Whereas, after the referendum, the Morales 
Administration increased its troubling rhet-
oric against opposition media and advanced 
a narrative suggesting a plot to prevent 
President Morales from staying in power; 

Whereas, in 2017, President Morales’ loyal-
ists on the Bolivian Constitutional Tribunal 
lifted constitutional term limits arguing 
that they violated the candidates’ human 
rights, citing the American Convention of 
Human Rights, adopted at San Jose Novem-
ber 22, 1969, the main human rights treaty in 
the Americas, as the legal foundation for its 
decision; 

Whereas the Convention states that polit-
ical rights can only be limited under very 
specific circumstances, a provision which, 
when drafted in 1969, was intended to prevent 
abusive governments from arbitrarily bar-
ring opposition candidates and not to impede 
constitutional reelection limits designed to 
reduce corruption and abuse of power given 
Latin America’s long history of violent and 
prolonged dictatorship; 

Whereas the Bolivian Constitutional Tri-
bunal’s ruling rendered Bolivia one of a very 
small number of countries in the Western 
Hemisphere that does not place limits on 
presidential reelection; 

Whereas the Secretary General of the Or-
ganization of American States said the cited 
clause ‘‘does not mean the right to perpetual 
power . . . Besides, presidential re-election 

was rejected by popular will in a referendum 
in 2016.’’; 

Whereas, in March 2018, a report commis-
sioned by the Organization of American 
States specifically related to this issue stat-
ed that— 

(1) ‘‘There is no specific and distinct 
human right to re-election.’’; 

(2) ‘‘Term limits. . .are a reasonable limit 
to the right to be elected because they pre-
vent an unlimited exercise of power in the 
hands of the President.’’; and 

(3) ‘‘The limits on a president’s re-election 
do not therefore unduly restrict his/her 
human and political rights.’’; and 

Whereas the Morales era has seen many so-
cial and economic gains, but also a weak-
ening and undermining of key democratic in-
stitutions in order to favor the ruling party: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the important transitions to 

democracy and the regular peaceful transfers 
of power through elections that have taken 
place in the majority of Latin American and 
Caribbean countries in recent decades; 

(2) recognizes the historic significance of 
Bolivia’s 2005 election; 

(3) expresses concern for efforts to cir-
cumvent presidential terms limits in the Bo-
livian constitution; 

(4) supports presidential term limits preva-
lent in Latin America as reasonable checks 
against a history of coups, corruption, and 
abuses of power; 

(5) expresses the belief that the 2016 ref-
erendum vote to maintain presidential term 
limits reflected the legitimate will of the 
majority of voters in Bolivia; 

(6) agrees with the Organization of Amer-
ican States Secretary General’s interpreta-
tion of the American Convention of Human 
Rights as not applicable to presidential term 
limits; 

(7) calls on the Government of Bolivia to 
respect, and where necessary restore, the 
independence of key electoral and governing 
bodies and administer the October 2019 elec-
tion in adherence with international demo-
cratic norms and its own constitutional lim-
its on presidential terms; and 

(8) calls on Latin American democracies to 
continue to uphold democratic norms and 
standards among members states. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 36—SUP-
PORTING THE OBSERVATION OF 
NATIONAL TRAFFICKING AND 
MODERN SLAVERY PREVENTION 
MONTH DURING THE PERIOD BE-
GINNING ON JANUARY 1, 2019, 
AND ENDING ON FEBRUARY 1, 
2019, TO RAISE AWARENESS OF, 
AND OPPOSITION TO, HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING AND MODERN 
SLAVERY 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. TOOMEY, and Mr. RUBIO) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 36 

Whereas the United States abolished the 
transatlantic slave trade in 1808 and abol-
ished chattel slavery and prohibited involun-
tary servitude in 1865; 

Whereas, because the people of the United 
States remain committed to protecting indi-
vidual freedom, there is a national impera-
tive to eliminate human trafficking and 

modern slavery, which is commonly consid-
ered to mean— 

(1) the recruitment, harboring, transpor-
tation, provision, or obtaining of an indi-
vidual through the use of force, fraud, or co-
ercion for the purpose of subjecting that in-
dividual to involuntary servitude, peonage, 
debt bondage, or slavery; or 

(2) the inducement of a commercial sex act 
by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the 
individual induced to perform that act is 
younger than 18 years of age; 

Whereas the Department of Justice has re-
ported that human trafficking and modern 
slavery has been reported and investigated in 
each of the 50 States and the District of Co-
lumbia; 

Whereas, since 2007, the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline has identified more than 
45,000 cases of human trafficking; 

Whereas victims of human trafficking are 
difficult to identify and are subject to ma-
nipulation, force, fraud, coercion, and abuse; 

Whereas, to help businesses in the United 
States combat child labor and forced labor in 
global supply chains, the Department of 
Labor has identified 148 goods from 76 coun-
tries that are made by child labor and forced 
labor; 

Whereas the Department of State has re-
ported that the top 3 countries of origin of 
federally identified trafficking victims in fis-
cal year 2017 were the United States, Mexico, 
and Honduras; 

Whereas forced labor and human traf-
ficking generates revenues of approximately 
$150,000,000,000 annually worldwide and there 
are an estimated 40,000,000 victims of human 
trafficking across the globe; 

Whereas, to combat human trafficking and 
modern slavery in the United States and 
globally, the people of the United States, the 
Federal Government, and State and local 
governments must be— 

(1) aware of the realities of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery; and 

(2) dedicated to stopping the horrific enter-
prise of human trafficking and modern slav-
ery; 

Whereas the United States should hold ac-
countable all individuals, groups, organiza-
tions, and countries that support, advance, 
or commit acts of human trafficking and 
modern slavery; 

Whereas, through education, the United 
States must also work to end human traf-
ficking and modern slavery in all forms in 
the United States and around the world; 

Whereas victims of human trafficking de-
serve a trauma-informed approach that inte-
grates the pursuit of justice and provision of 
social services designed to help them escape, 
and recover from, the physical, mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual trauma they endured; 

Whereas combating human trafficking re-
quires a whole-of-government effort that 
rests on a unified and coordinated response 
among Federal, State, and local agencies and 
that places equal value on the identification 
and stabilization of victims, as well as the 
investigation and prosecution of traffickers; 

Whereas laws to prosecute perpetrators of 
human trafficking and to assist and protect 
victims of human trafficking and modern 
slavery have been enacted in the United 
States, including— 

(1) the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.); 

(2) title XII of the Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113– 
4; 127 Stat. 136); 

(3) the Justice for Victims of Trafficking 
Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22; 129 Stat. 227); 

(4) sections 910 and 914(e) of the Trade Fa-
cilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 
(Public Law 114–125); 

(5) section 1298 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (22 
U.S.C. 7114); 
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(6) the Abolish Human Trafficking Act of 

2017 (Public Law 115–392); 
(7) the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 

of 2017 (Public Law 115–393); 
(8) the Frederick Douglass Trafficking Vic-

tims Prevention and Protection Reauthor-
ization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–425); and 

(9) the Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2017 (Public Law 115– 
427); 

Whereas the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22; 129 
Stat. 227) established the United States Ad-
visory Council on Human Trafficking to pro-
vide a formal platform for survivors of 
human trafficking to advise and make rec-
ommendations on Federal anti-trafficking 
policies to the Interagency Task Force to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking established 
by the President; 

Whereas the Department of Defense, the 
General Services Administration, and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion issued a final rule (80 Fed. Reg. 4967) to 
implement Executive Order 13627, entitled 
‘‘Strengthening Protections Against Traf-
ficking in Persons in Federal Contracts’’, 
that clarifies the policy of the United States 
on combating trafficking in persons as out-
lined in the Federal Acquisition Regulation 
by strengthening the prohibition on contrac-
tors from charging employee recruitment 
fees; 

Whereas, although such laws and regula-
tions are currently in force, it is essential to 
increase public awareness, particularly 
among individuals who are most likely to 
come into contact with victims of human 
trafficking and modern slavery, regarding 
conditions and dynamics of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery precisely because 
traffickers use techniques that are designed 
to severely limit self-reporting and evade 
law enforcement; 

Whereas January 1 is the anniversary of 
the effective date of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation; 

Whereas February 1 is— 
(1) the anniversary of the date on which 

President Abraham Lincoln signed the joint 
resolution sending the 13th Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States to the 
States for ratification to forever declare, 
‘‘Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 
. . . shall exist within the United States, or 
any place subject to their jurisdiction’’; and 

(2) a date that has long been celebrated as 
National Freedom Day, as described in sec-
tion 124 of title 36, United States Code; and 

Whereas, under the authority of Congress 
to enforce the 13th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States ‘‘by appro-
priate legislation’’, Congress, through the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), updated the post-Civil 
War involuntary servitude and slavery stat-
utes and adopted an approach of victim pro-
tection, vigorous prosecution, and preven-
tion of human trafficking, commonly known 
as the ‘‘3P’’ approach: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports— 
(1) observing National Trafficking and 

Modern Slavery Prevention Month during 
the period beginning on January 1, 2019, and 
ending on February 1, 2019, to recognize the 
vital role that the people of the United 
States have in ending human trafficking and 
modern slavery; 

(2) marking the observation of National 
Trafficking and Modern Slavery Prevention 
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties, culminating in the observance on Feb-
ruary 1, 2019, of National Freedom Day, as 
described in section 124 of title 36, United 
States Code; 

(3) urging continued partnerships with 
Federal, State, and local agencies, as well as 
social service providers and nonprofit orga-

nizations to address human trafficking with 
a collaborative, victim-centered approach; 
and 

(4) all other efforts to prevent, eradicate, 
and raise awareness of, and opposition to, 
human trafficking and modern slavery. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise to introduce a resolution in ob-
servance of ‘‘National Trafficking and 
Modern Slavery Prevention Month.’’ 
This resolution is meant to bring 
awareness to the worldwide scourge of 
human trafficking. 

All of us, as Americans, must raise 
our awareness of this pernicious crime 
that often goes unnoticed and unde-
tected in our communities. Human 
trafficking claims over 40 million vic-
tims globally. It has also created an es-
timated $150 billion global industry, an 
industry that affects every State in 
America. 

Traffickers prey on vulnerable popu-
lations, like those in the juvenile jus-
tice system, and use physical and psy-
chological techniques to control their 
victims behind closed doors: isolating 
them from the public, exploiting lan-
guage and cultural barriers, and 
threatening victims with violence. 
These techniques often prevent victims 
from coming forward. All of us can do 
better in recognizing warning signs. 

I have been heartened that recently, 
various private entities, such as hotels, 
the travel industry, and those in the 
convenience-store industry, have all 
come together to commit to training 
their employees to better detect 
human trafficking. In addition to rais-
ing awareness, January is also a month 
to renew our commitment to enforce, 
and enact, laws to help eradicate traf-
ficking. 

For example, in 2000, Congress en-
acted the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act, which marked a strong com-
mitment to prosecute human traf-
fickers and better aid victims. 

Last Congress, then-Judiciary Chair-
man CHUCK GRASSLEY and I authored 
the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act, which was complemented by Sen-
ators CORNYN’s and KLOBUCHAR’s Abol-
ish Human Trafficking Act. Both of 
those bills update our trafficking laws 
to better aid victims. 

Bipartisan members of Congress 
worked together to address this crit-
ical issue, and I am proud that both 
bills were signed into law last month. 

Finally, in introducing today’s reso-
lution, I would like to thank Senators 
GRASSLEY, LEAHY, CORNYN, KLOBUCHAR, 
ISAKSON, MARKEY, SHAHEEN, 
BLUMENTHAL, BROWN, TOOMEY, and 
RUBIO for cosponsoring the resolution. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
I yield the Floor. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 37—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
FEBRUARY 3, 2019, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
TRIBAL COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES WEEK’’ 

Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. UDALL, Ms. 

WARREN, Mr. BENNET, Ms. SMITH, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HARRIS, 
Mr. MORAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. THUNE, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. STABENOW, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Mr. 
PETERS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 37 

Whereas there are 37 Tribal Colleges and 
Universities operating on more than 75 cam-
puses in 16 States; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
are tribally chartered or federally chartered 
institutions of higher education and there-
fore have a unique relationship with the Fed-
eral Government; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
serve students from more than 230 federally 
recognized Indian tribes; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
offer students access to knowledge and skills 
grounded in cultural traditions and values, 
including indigenous languages, which— 

(1) enhances Indian communities; and 
(2) enriches the United States as a nation; 
Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 

provide access to high-quality postsecondary 
educational opportunities for— 

(1) American Indians; 
(2) Alaska Natives; and 
(3) other individuals that live in some of 

the most isolated and economically de-
pressed areas in the United States; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
are accredited institutions of higher edu-
cation that prepare students to succeed in 
the global and highly competitive workforce; 

Whereas Tribal Colleges and Universities 
have open enrollment policies, and approxi-
mately 15 percent of the students at Tribal 
Colleges and Universities are non-Indian in-
dividuals; and 

Whereas the collective mission and the 
considerable achievements of Tribal Colleges 
and Universities deserve national recogni-
tion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning February 

3, 2019, as ‘‘National Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities Week’’; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
and interested groups to observe National 
Tribal Colleges and Universities Week with 
appropriate activities and programs to dem-
onstrate support for Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 38—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 4 THROUGH 8, 2019, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELING 
WEEK’’ 

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. BLUNT, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. KING, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
COONS, and Ms. DUCKWORTH) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 38 

Whereas the American School Counselor 
Association has designated February 4 
through 8, 2019, as ‘‘National School Coun-
seling Week’’; 
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