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completely defeat the jihadists, wheth-
er they call themselves ISIS or al- 
Qaida or what. But I know this much: 
We could not have beaten back ISIS 
without the help of the Syrian Kurds. 

A lot of our other friends said: Yeah, 
you go get them. You go fight. We will 
be glad to hold your coat while you 
fight. That was not the Syrian Kurds. 
They got in there with us. 

The Syrian Kurds have enemies in 
this world. I am not making any accu-
sations or disparaging comments about 
our friends in Turkey, but President 
Erdogan has been very vocal about how 
he feels about the Kurds, including, but 
not limited to, the Syrian Kurds. I 
worry about them if we leave. 

I had an amendment that didn’t re-
quire—it didn’t require—anybody to do 
anything. It just said: Mr. President, if 
we leave Syria, this will give you the 
authority to keep our friends, our al-
lies, the Syrian Kurds, from being 
butchered, from being opened up like a 
soft peanut. 

America’s foreign policy has never 
been just about interests; it has been 
about values. America’s foreign policy 
has always had a moral component. 
Part of the moral component in our 
foreign policy is that we don’t leave 
our friends behind. That is what we are 
potentially doing with this bill. 

It could have been easily fixed. It 
could have been fixed if the Senate had 
been allowed to be the U.S. Senate. 

I don’t hate anyone. I love and re-
spect all of my colleagues, and I mean 
that—even the jurists and everybody in 
their own way, especially in this body, 
and I have gotten to know all of them, 
and I am so proud to be a Member. But 
it does bother me sometimes; it seems 
we are kind of like—it is almost Or-
wellian. We are all equal, but some of 
us are more equal than others, and I 
think that irks the American people. I 
think had we been able to offer amend-
ments, we could have fixed that prob-
lem with the Syrian Kurds. 

I hope I don’t have to come back and 
say told you so. I hope after we leave 
Syria—and I think the President is 
going to leave Syria—I hope the Syrian 
Kurds are just fine. I hope they are just 
fine. But if they are not, I hope we will 
not look back and say that we had a 
chance to protect our friends and do 
the right thing, but we didn’t do it. 

I yield the floor. 
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RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:33 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO). 

DESIGNATING THE OUTSTATION 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS IN NORTH 
OGDEN, UTAH, AS THE MAJOR 
BRENT TAYLOR VET CENTER 
OUTSTATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
Mr. LEE. Madam President, on No-

vember 3, 2018, this country lost a true 
American hero: MAJ Brent Taylor of 
Ogden, UT, who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice while deployed in Afghanistan. 

As North Ogden’s mayor, Major Tay-
lor died as he lived: going above and be-
yond the call of duty to his country, to 
his State, and his family. 

Major Taylor, who is pictured here 
with his family, began his military 
service in 2003, following the attacks of 
September 11. He joined the Army Na-
tional Guard just 3 days after becoming 
engaged to his wife Jennie. 

During his time in the National 
Guard, Major Taylor distinguished 
himself in multiple specialties, includ-
ing intelligence and military police. In 
2006, he received a commission as a sec-
ond lieutenant from the Brigham 
Young University ROTC, while grad-
uating as a member of the National So-
ciety of Collegiate Scholars. Major 
Taylor was continuously ready to take 
up the call to arms and deployed four 
times on missions to Iraq and to Af-
ghanistan. He held a variety of roles in 
those deployments, including platoon 
leader, combat adviser, and chief of 
staff to the Special Operations Advi-
sory Group. 

Throughout his distinguished tours 
of service, he also received several 
awards for courage and for leadership, 
including a Bronze Star in honor of his 
ability to calmly and safely lead those 
he was assigned to lead through mul-
tiple miles of treacherous territory and 
a Purple Heart for the wounds he re-
ceived during an explosives attack on 
his vehicle. 

His love of his country and his State 
was also very evident, perhaps most 
evident beyond the circumstance in 
which he wore the uniform. Major Tay-
lor gave his time and his energy to his 
community, serving tirelessly as a 
member of the North Ogden City Coun-
cil, from 2010 to 2013, and then as the 
mayor of North Ogden, after being 
elected to that post in 2013. He was 
known for being a hands-on leader and 
someone who was attentive to and con-
stantly beloved by every member of his 
community. 

After being reelected as the mayor of 
North Ogden in 2017, Major Taylor took 
a leave of absence from the mayor’s of-
fice and headed back to the battlefield, 
deploying once again to Afghanistan. 
When he announced his leave of ab-
sence to the people of North Ogden, he 
told them he felt called to serve his 
country and that ‘‘service is what lead-
ership is all about.’’ 

Major Taylor faithfully served his 
church and his family too. He had a 
deep love of God and of his church. He 
was a devoted husband to Jennie and a 

loving father to their seven children, 
pictured here: Megan, Lincoln, Alex, 
Jacob, Ellie, Jonathan, and Caroline. 

Following his tragic passing, in an 
attack on November 3 of this last year, 
Major Abdul Rahmani, an Afghani 
pilot with whom Major Taylor worked, 
sent a letter to Major Taylor’s wife 
Jennie, describing the great impact 
Major Taylor had on his life. He said: 
‘‘Your husband taught me to love my 
wife [Hamida] as an equal and treat my 
children as treasured gifts, to be a bet-
ter father, to be a better husband, and 
to be a better man.’’ 

Further, he said: Major Taylor ‘‘died 
on our soil, but he died for the success 
of freedom and democracy in both our 
countries.’’ 

In every aspect of his life, Major Tay-
lor was a shining example of patriot-
ism, of sacrifice, and of service. It is 
only right that we honor his extraor-
dinary life. To that end, it would only 
be a fitting tribute to rename the 
Ogden Veterans Center in Utah as the 
Major Brent Taylor Vet Center 
Outstation. 

Today Jennie Taylor is joining Con-
gressman ROB BISHOP as his honored 
guest for the State of the Union Ad-
dress tonight, to honor Major Taylor’s 
life and to honor his great legacy—the 
legacy he leaves behind to his family, 
to his community, and to all who knew 
him and served with him. I urge my 
colleagues to pass legislation com-
memorating that. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 49 and the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 49) to designate the outstation of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in North 
Ogden, Utah, as the Major Brent Taylor Vet 
Center Outstation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Thereupon, the committee was dis-
charged, and the Senate proceeded to 
consider the bill. 

Mr. LEE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 49) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 49 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Major Brent Taylor began his military 

service following the attacks of September 
11, 2001. He joined the Army National Guard 
in 2003, three days after his engagement to 
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