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For these reasons, I will object to 

any unanimous consent request con-
cerning the nomination of Ms. Darling 
at this time. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING BISHOP PAUL 
ALEXANDER BOWERS 

∑ Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the life and legacy of 
the late Bishop Paul Alexander Bowers. 
Known as the Preaching Machine, 
Bishop Bowers pastored the congrega-
tion at Greater Emanuel Apostolic 
Temple in my hometown of Cincinnati, 
OH, for over 40 years. 

Bishop Bowers attended his first Pen-
tecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc., 
Convention in Cleveland in 1947, where 
he slept on the floor of the church due 
to the lack of delegate housing. He was 
ordained in 1950 and began preaching in 
Cincinnati in 1957. Bishop Bowers was 
elected to general secretary from 1968, 
elevated to bishop in 1976, and elected 
and served as presiding bishop of the 
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World 
from 1992 until 1998. 

Bishop Bowers’ ministry reached 
communities across Ohio and the 
United States. His devotion to the Pen-
tecostal Assemblies of the World, Inc., 
and Greater Emanuel Apostolic Temple 
in Cincinnati changed countless lives 
as he used the gospel to help people ful-
fill their God-given potential and bet-
ter serve their communities. 

I would like to recognize former pre-
siding Bishop Paul Alexander Bowers’ 
many accomplishments and his decades 
of service to Pentecostal Assemblies of 
the World, Inc. I would like to offer my 
condolences on his passing to his fam-
ily, his friends, and his church, and I 
hope his legacy continues in the thou-
sands of lives he has touched.∑ 
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE 
UNION DELIVERED TO A JOINT 
SESSION OF CONGRESS ON FEB-
RUARY 5, 2019—PM 3 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States which was ordered to lie on the 
table: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Madam Speaker, Mr. Vice President, 

Members of Congress, the First Lady of 
the United States, and my fellow 
Americans: We meet tonight at a mo-
ment of unlimited potential. As we 
begin a new Congress, I stand here 
ready to work with you to achieve his-
toric breakthroughs for all Americans. 

Millions of our fellow citizens are 
watching us now, gathered in this 
great chamber, hoping that we will 
govern not as two parties but as one 
Nation. 

The agenda I will lay out this 
evening is not a Republican agenda or 
a Democrat agenda. It is the agenda of 
the American people. 

Many of us campaigned on the same 
core promises: to defend American jobs 
and demand fair trade for American 
workers; to rebuild and revitalize our 
Nation’s infrastructure; to reduce the 
price of healthcare and prescription 
drugs; to create an immigration sys-
tem that is safe, lawful, modern and se-
cure; and to pursue a foreign policy 
that puts America’s interests first. 

There is a new opportunity in Amer-
ican politics, if only we have the cour-
age to seize it. Victory is not winning 
for our party. Victory is winning for 
our country. 

This year, America will recognize 
two important anniversaries that show 
us the majesty of America’s mission, 
and the power of American pride. 

In June, we mark 75 years since the 
start of what General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower called the Great Crusade—the 
Allied liberation of Europe in World 
War II. On D-Day, June 6, 1944, 15,000 
young American men jumped from the 
sky, and 60,000 more stormed in from 
the sea, to save our civilization from 
tyranny. Here with us tonight are 
three of those heroes: Private First 
Class Joseph Reilly, Staff Sergeant Ir-
ving Locker, and Sergeant Herman 
Zeitchik. Gentlemen, we salute you. 

In 2019, we also celebrate 50 years 
since brave young pilots flew a quarter 
of a million miles through space to 
plant the American flag on the face of 
the moon. Half a century later, we are 
joined by one of the Apollo 11 astro-
nauts who planted that flag: Buzz 
Aldrin. This year, American astronauts 
will go back to space on American 
rockets. 

In the 20th century, America saved 
freedom, transformed science, and re-
defined the middle class standard of 
living for the entire world to see. Now, 
we must step boldly and bravely into 
the next chapter of this great Amer-
ican adventure, and we must create a 
new standard of living for the 21st cen-
tury. An amazing quality of life for all 
of our citizens is within our reach. 

We can make our communities safer, 
our families stronger, our culture rich-
er, our faith deeper, and our middle 
class bigger and more prosperous than 
ever before. 

But we must reject the politics of re-
venge, resistance, and retribution—and 
embrace the boundless potential of co-
operation, compromise, and the com-
mon good. 

Together, we can break decades of 
political stalemate. We can bridge old 
divisions, heal old wounds, build new 
coalitions, forge new solutions, and 
unlock the extraordinary promise of 
America’s future. The decision is ours 
to make. 

We must choose between greatness or 
gridlock, results or resistance, vision 
or vengeance, incredible progress or 
pointless destruction. 

Tonight, I ask you to choose great-
ness. 

Over the last 2 years, my Administra-
tion has moved with urgency and his-
toric speed to confront problems ne-
glected by leaders of both parties over 
many decades. 

In just over 2 years since the elec-
tion, we have launched an unprece-
dented economic boom—a boom that 
has rarely been seen before. We have 
created 5.3 million new jobs and impor-
tantly added 600,000 new manufacturing 
jobs—something which almost every-
one said was impossible to do, but the 
fact is, we are just getting started. 

Wages are rising at the fastest pace 
in decades, and growing for blue collar 
workers, who I promised to fight for, 
faster than anyone else. Nearly 5 mil-
lion Americans have been lifted off 
food stamps. The United States econ-
omy is growing almost twice as fast 
today as when I took office, and we are 
considered far and away the hottest 
economy anywhere in the world. Unem-
ployment has reached the lowest rate 
in half a century. African-American, 
Hispanic-American and Asian-Amer-
ican unemployment have all reached 
their lowest levels ever recorded. Un-
employment for Americans with dis-
abilities has also reached an all-time 
low. More people are working now than 
at any time in our history—157 million. 

We passed a massive tax cut for 
working families and doubled the child 
tax credit. 

We virtually ended the estate, or 
death, tax on small businesses, 
ranches, and family farms. 

We eliminated the very unpopular 
Obamacare individual mandate pen-
alty—and to give critically ill patients 
access to life-saving cures, we passed 
right to try. 

My Administration has cut more reg-
ulations in a short time than any other 
administration during its entire ten-
ure. Companies are coming back to our 
country in large numbers thanks to 
historic reductions in taxes and regula-
tions. 

We have unleashed a revolution in 
American energy—the United States is 
now the number one producer of oil and 
natural gas in the world. And now, for 
the first time in 65 years, we are a net 
exporter of energy. 

After 24 months of rapid progress, our 
economy is the envy of the world, our 
military is the most powerful on earth, 
and America is winning each and every 
day. Members of Congress: the State of 
our Union is strong. Our country is vi-
brant and our economy is thriving like 
never before. 

On Friday, it was announced that we 
added another 304,000 jobs last month 
alone—almost double what was ex-
pected. An economic miracle is taking 
place in the United States—and the 
only thing that can stop it are foolish 
wars, politics, or ridiculous partisan 
investigations. 

If there is going to be peace and leg-
islation, there cannot be war and inves-
tigation. It just doesn’t work that way! 

We must be united at home to defeat 
our adversaries abroad. 
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