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again, this mindless obstruction is unacceptable.
So I was encouraged the President
took an opportunity last night to highlight for the Nation exactly what we
are up against in this regard. We are
into the third year of his Presidency—
the third year—and the American people deserve a fully functioning and
fully staffed Federal Government after
3 years. It is time for their elected representatives to be part of the solution.
I know several of our colleagues are
discussing ways to help the Senate better fulfill its duty in this area. I hope
there will be cooperation from the
other side of the aisle to identify and
advance a durable and fair solution.
President Trump offered a clear picture of the ways in which our policies
are delivering significant results to
families across America and the urgent
challenges we still need to confront together. He offered us a powerful reminder that America’s strength and
goodness are inextricably linked with
our commitment to individual liberty
and free enterprise and that we can
never allow the United States of America to dim our light by sliding into the
failures of socialism. Socialism has
failed everywhere it has been tried, and
we are not going to try it in this country. We need to do right now what we
need to in order to move forward together.
The
brief
Democratic
response
showed us one potential way forward.
Our colleagues across the aisle could
simply deny the facts in front of us
about the progress that has taken
place—progress
which
middle-class
families all across America can tangibly feel—and use the same, tired, forgettable cliches to divide our Nation
along political lines, but the President
offered a chance to walk together, unified, along a higher road. Both the tone
and the substance of his speech would
strike any fair observer as reasonable
and thoroughly bipartisan.
Once again, the only way this divided
Congress will be able to choose greatness and deliver significant legislation
to the American people is by focusing
on, as President Trump put it, ‘‘cooperation, compromise, and the common good.’’
That will need to be our motto moving forward. The Nation we love deserves no less. The American people
will be watching us.
f

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.
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NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED—Resumed
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will resume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 47, which the clerk will
report.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
Motion to proceed to S. 47, a bill to provide
for the management of the natural resources
of the United States, and for other purposes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Democratic leader is recognized.

The

STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, last
night President Trump had the opportunity to bring our parties together
and offer the Congress and the country
a new vision for the next 2 years of divided government. President Trump
squandered the opportunity with a forgettable and, oftentimes, incoherent
speech. At times, he called for unity
without specifics, and at other times
he served up divisive campaign rhetoric that he has used so frequently in
the past.
The President’s speech was like a 90minute performance of ‘‘Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde,’’ calling for comity but lacing it throughout with invectives. Unfortunately, President Trump seemed
more excited and placed more emphasis
on the Mr. Hyde parts of the speech
than on the Dr. Jekyll parts.
Listen to a few of the contradictions
in the speech. There were so many that
I can’t mention all of them.
President Trump says he believes in
legal immigration but not illegal immigration, but every bill he has pushed
on immigration has cut legal immigration as well as illegal immigration, including the proposal he has now sent
over, in the debates, where he changes
the asylum process dramatically.
President Trump said he would only
work with us in Congress if we abandoned our oversight duties. He is back
to his old tricks—hostage-taking. He
said: I am not going to advance the
causes of the American people if Congress investigates me.
Congress is supposed to do oversight
of the executive branch. It is one of the
things the Founding Fathers put in the
Constitution. They were weary of
overweening Executive power. They
wanted Congress to be a check.
What is President Trump afraid of? If
he weren’t afraid of these investigations and if he weren’t afraid of something that might be there that he did
that was wrong, he would shrug his
shoulders and say: Let them go forward.
But, instead, he threatens. He threatens the American people by saying: Unless these investigations stop, I am not
going to move forward on anything.
How about this one? This one made
everybody’s eyes roll, even on the Re-
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publican side. He said if he weren’t
elected President, we would be in a war
with North Korea—what hyperbole. It
is not just hyperbole—what untruth,
what selective memory. President
Trump began his time in office by precipitously ramping up tensions with
North Korea. They were much lower
under President Obama than they were
with President Trump.
Maybe the most blatant contradiction of all, which makes you just lose
respect for the integrity and honesty of
the President, was when President
Trump spoke about the need to defend
protections for Americans with preexisting conditions, while at the very
same time his administration is waging
a lawsuit that would eviscerate protections for preexisting conditions. How
can the President have the nerve to get
up on the podium last night and say he
wants to preserve preexisting conditions and wage a lawsuit, support a
lawsuit that tries to undo them? It is
shocking hypocrisy—that one maybe
most of all for a speech that had many.
Of course, there were a whole lot of
omissions in the speech that many
Americans felt should have been placed
in. Let me give an example. The President did talk about a few potentials for
bipartisan compromise. We Democrats
would love to compromise with the
President and come up with some
things that would advance the causes
of working families in America.
He mentioned infrastructure and prescription drugs, but instead of offering
substantive ideas and spending some
time on these issues, he delivered a
couple of lines about each and then
moved on. It seemed obligatory and
perfunctory. There was no new sinew,
no real way to figure out if there is a
way we can come together and get
something done, because he really
didn’t seem interested.
He talked about the future of America and didn’t even mention climate
change. How could you do that? Every
scientist who has studied it knows that
in the next 10, 20, 30, or 40 years, climate change is going to evoke huge
changes in our country and in our
world. If you believe in the future and
you want to have a good future for our
children and grandchildren, which we
all do, you can’t ignore climate change.
You may have different views on it, but
you can’t ignore it.
He also talked a great deal about the
safety of the American people, but
there was not one mention about gun
safety—not one. Again, maybe not to
President Trump, maybe not to his
hard-core supporters, but to the rest of
America, to talk about the need for security and the safety of Americans and
not to talk about gun safety misses the
mark badly.
Then he rattled off economic statistics—how great everything is—but
completely ignored the difficult economic realities of working Americans.
Why do so many Americans not have
faith in the future? Why do so many
Americans worry that their children
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