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living adjustments to be made automatically 
by law each year in the rates of disability 
compensation for veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for sur-
vivors of certain service-connected disabled 
veterans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. PETERS, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
CARPER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. REED, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. MANCHIN, Ms. WAR-
REN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. JONES, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. COONS, and Ms. HASSAN): 

S. 409. A bill to posthumously award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal in commemoration of 
Aretha Franklin; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself 
and Mr. TOOMEY): 

S. 410. A bill to require the Comptroller 
General of the United States to carry out a 
study on how virtual currencies and online 
marketplaces are used to buy, sell, or facili-
tate the financing of goods or services asso-
ciated with sex trafficking or drug traf-
ficking, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. 411. A bill to establish a Counterter-
rorism Advisory Board, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and GovernmentalAffairs. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. UDALL, and Ms. HAR-
RIS): 

S. 412. A bill to provide a pay incentive for 
border patrol agents to complete emergency 
medical technician and paramedic training, 
to ensure that language interpretation serv-
ices are available at all U.S. Border Patrol 
stations, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. 413. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to pro-
mote behavioral health crisis response train-
ing among law enforcement officers; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
UDALL): 

S. 414. A bill to facilitate lawful inter-
national trade by increasing the daily com-
mercial hours of operation at designated 
ports of entry along the southern border, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
COONS, and Ms. HARRIS): 

S. 415. A bill to provide immigration status 
for certain battered spouses and children; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 416. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to amend the process by 
which students with certain special cir-
cumstances apply for Federal financial aid; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MANCHIN: 
S. 417. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to amend the 
mission statement of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mrs. 
CAPITO, and Mr. KING): 

S. 418. A bill to establish procedures re-
garding the approval of opioid dugs by the 

Food and Drug Administration; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MANCHIN: 
S. 419. A bill to require the Food and Drug 

Administration to revoke the approval of 
one opioid pain medication for each new 
opioid pain medication approved; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 420. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide for the taxation 
and regulation of marijuana products, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 421. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-

stances Act to reduce the gap between Fed-
eral and State marijuana policy, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. PAUL, 
Mr. BENNET, and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 422. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow deductions and 
credits relating to expenditures in connec-
tions with marijuana sales conducted in 
compliance with State law; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. MANCHIN: 
S. 423. A bill to provide for the sealing of 

records relating to Federal nonviolent crimi-
nal offenses related to substance use dis-
orders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MANCHIN: 
S. 424. A bill to clarify the congressional 

intent behind the requirements relating to 
immediate suspension orders and corrective 
action plans under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act that were added by the Ensuring 
Patient Access and Effective Drug Enforce-
ment Act of 2016; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. KING, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, and Ms. SMITH): 

S. 425. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a stewardship 
fee on the production and importation of 
opioid pain relievers, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. HARRIS, and Ms. BALDWIN): 

S. 426. A bill to increase the rates of pay 
under the General Schedule and other statu-
tory pay systems and for prevailing rate em-
ployees by 3.6 percent, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. ENZI): 

S. 427. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to enhance activities of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health with respect to 
research on autism spectrum disorder and 
enhance programs relating to autism, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. LEAHY): 

S. 428. A bill to lift the trade embargo on 
Cuba; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. THUNE): 

S. 429. A bill to require the establishment 
of exchange programs relating to cybersecu-
rity positions between the private sector and 
certain Federal agencies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. ROBERTS: 
S. Res. 54. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; from the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

By Mr. ISAKSON: 
S. Res. 55. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs; from the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

By Mr. RISCH: 
S. Res. 56. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Committee on For-
eign Relations; from the Committee on For-
eign Relations; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

By Mr. GRAHAM: 
S. Res. 57. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Committee on the 
Judiciary; from the Committee on the Judi-
ciary; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

By Ms. COLLINS: 
S. Res. 58. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Special Committee 
on Aging; from the Special Committee on 
Aging; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. WARREN, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. MURPHY): 

S. Res. 59. A resolution recognizing the 
duty of the Federal Government to create a 
Green New Deal; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. ENZI: 
S. Res. 60. An original resolution author-

izing expenditures by the Committee on the 
Budget; from the Committee on the Budget; 
to the Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and 
Mr. ALEXANDER): 

S. Res. 61. A resolution honoring the life of 
Rosemary Mariner; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 27 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
27, a bill to amend the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 
transfer certain funds to the 1974 
United Mine Workers of America Pen-
sion Plan, and for other purposes. 

S. 39 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
39, a bill to provide that Members of 
Congress may not receive pay after Oc-
tober 1 of any fiscal year in which Con-
gress has not approved a concurrent 
resolution on the budget and passed 
the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 107 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
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(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 107, a bill to provide any State 
with a child welfare demonstration 
project that is scheduled to terminate 
at the end of fiscal year 2019 the option 
to extend the project for up to 2 addi-
tional years. 

S. 116 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 116, a bill to address 
maternal mortality and morbidity. 

S. 130 
At the request of Mr. SASSE, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 130, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit a health care 
practitioner from failing to exercise 
the proper degree of care in the case of 
a child who survives an abortion or at-
tempted abortion. 

S. 153 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 153, a bill to promote veteran 
involvement in STEM education, com-
puter science, and scientific research, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 162 
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. CARPER) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 162, a bill to 
provide back pay to low-wage con-
tractor employees, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 203 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. RISCH) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 203, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend the railroad track 
maintenance credit, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 227 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 227, a bill to direct 
the Attorney General to review, revise, 
and develop law enforcement and jus-
tice protocols appropriate to address 
missing and murdered Indians, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 237 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 237, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
permit nurse practitioners and physi-
cian assistants to satisfy the docu-
mentation requirement under the 
Medicare program for coverage of cer-
tain shoes for individuals with diabe-
tes. 

S. 248 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-

lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 248, a bill to ensure that the 
Secretary of the Interior collaborates 
fully with State and local authorities 
and certain nonprofit entities in man-
aging the Corolla Wild Horse popu-
lation on Federal land. 

S. 257 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 257, a bill to provide for 
rental assistance for homeless or at- 
risk Indian veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 262 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 262, a bill to provide for a pay in-
crease in 2019 for certain civilian em-
ployees of the Federal Government, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 266 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
266, a bill to provide for the long-term 
improvement of public school facili-
ties, and for other purposes. 

S. 279 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 279, a bill to allow tribal grant 
schools to participate in the Federal 
Employee Health Benefits Program. 

S. 296 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 296, a bill to amend XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to ensure 
more timely access to home health 
services for Medicare beneficiaries 
under the Medicare program. 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 296, supra. 

S. 311 
At the request of Mr. SASSE, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 311, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit a health care 
practitioner from failing to exercise 
the proper degree of care in the case of 
a child who survives an abortion or at-
tempted abortion. 

S. 315 
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 315, a bill to authorize cyber hunt 
and incident response teams at the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 331 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 331, a bill to amend 
the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of 
1975 to modify the exemptions from 
certain disclosure requirements. 

S. 336 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 336, a bill to direct the Comp-
troller General of the United States to 
submit a report on the response of law 
enforcement agencies to reports of 
missing or murdered Indians. 

S. 362 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 362, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
form taxation of alcoholic beverages. 

S. 366 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
366, a bill to shorten monopoly periods 
for prescription drugs that are the sub-
jects of sudden price hikes. 

S. RES. 36 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 36, a resolution supporting the ob-
servation of National Trafficking and 
Modern Slavery Prevention Month dur-
ing the period beginning on January 1, 
2019, and ending on February 1, 2019, to 
raise awareness of, and opposition to, 
human trafficking and modern slavery. 

AMENDMENT NO. 119 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 119 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 47, a bill to provide for the 
management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 120 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 120 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 47, a bill to provide for the 
management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 121 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 121 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 47, a bill to provide for the 
management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 128 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 128 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 47, a bill to provide for the 
management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 138 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 138 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 47, a bill to provide for the 
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management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 145 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 145 intended to be 
proposed to S. 47, a bill to provide for 
the management of the natural re-
sources of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 149 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 149 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 47, a bill to provide for the 
management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 371. A bill to provide regulatory re-
lief to charitable organizations that 
provide housing assistance, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to announce the reintroduction 
of the bipartisan, bicameral Building 
Up Independent Lives and Dreams Act, 
more commonly known as the BUILD 
Act. 

After the passage of the Dodd-Frank 
Act in 2010, the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau was tasked with 
creating a single set of integrated dis-
closure forms for mortgage loans. This 
set of forms, created by the TRID rule, 
was designed to provide a more con-
sumer-friendly approach to traditional 
mortgage lenders. Its aim was to 
streamline disclosure requirements in 
the Truth in Lending Act and the Real 
Estate Settlements Procedures Act 
into a single set of forms. 

The measure works for most tradi-
tional mortgage lenders; however, it 
buried not-for-profit, charitable orga-
nizations in mountains of paperwork. 
The weight of the nearly 2,000-page 
TRID rule is not only burdensome but 
confusing—especially for small lenders 
and housing charities that do not have 
the funding to hire financial experts. 

The forms present a variety of unnec-
essary obstacles, including the require-
ment for expensive software with a 
cost calculator. These costly and com-
plex forms are expected of large banks 
and institutions, and they can better 
afford to hire experts who are well 
versed on the TRID rule, but smaller 
community-based organizations, like 
Habitat for Humanity, they simply 
cannot. The overwhelming majority of 
the more than 1,200 Habitat for Human-
ity organizations across our country 
are faced with limited resources. 

Historically, Habitat for Humanity 
has built homes for struggling families 
and provided a low- or no-interest loan. 

The loan amounts are typically lower 
due to the free labor of thousands of 
volunteers in Habitat projects around 
the world. These loans give Habitat 
homeowners a chance to establish 
themselves as creditworthy and a fresh 
start for their future. 

There are currently 15 Habitat for 
Humanity affiliates in Nebraska. The 
chapters in Omaha, Lincoln, Fremont, 
Grand Island, and Columbus, as well as 
the Sarpy County and Scotts Bluff 
County chapters have voiced their full 
support for the BUILD Act. I thank 
them for that. 

These organizations are a constant 
source of hope for our communities 
across the State, and they make sig-
nificant contributions to provide a 
hand up for struggling families. The ex-
ecutive director of Habitat’s Lincoln 
chapter recently sent my office the 
story of a local couple who became a 
Habitat homeowner. 

Abdelkarim and Sailwa worked hard 
to provide for their five sons. With help 
from Habitat for Humanity, the couple 
was approved for a 30-year, zero-inter-
est mortgage on their new home. Pay-
ments are capped at 30 percent of their 
combined monthly income. Now Sailwa 
can work part time, and Abdelkarim 
pursues his degree from Southeast 
Community College. He is helping to 
secure his family’s future. Their chil-
dren are comfortable in their neighbor-
hood, where they have made new 
friends and attend a local school. 

The executive director of the Lincoln 
chapter continued, saying: ‘‘With the 
ability to focus on our mission, instead 
of burdensome regulatory requirements 
and expenses, we can help more fami-
lies build strength, stability, and self- 
reliance through homeownership. 

The BUILD Act will do exactly that. 
This bill will allow nonprofits to use 
the simpler Truth in Lending, good- 
faith estimate and HUD–1 forms, in-
stead of that overbearing, nearly 2,000- 
page TRID rule. These forms were pre-
viously used for years. 

Habitat for Humanity’s volunteers 
with financial expertise were once able 
to sit down with the borrower and re-
view each section of the forms to-
gether. This gave the volunteer an op-
portunity to teach the new homeowner 
about personal finance and the critical 
steps he or she could take to grow as a 
financially responsible citizen. With 
the passage of the BUILD Act, volun-
teers will be able to provide this pru-
dent advice once again. 

My office has also been informed that 
some Habitat chapters lack the staff-
ing capacity to comply with the TRID 
rule. What is more, these chapters do 
not possess the adequate funding need-
ed to purchase the required software. 

In Habitat for Humanity chapters in 
Lincoln, Grand Island, and Fremont, 
they are going to benefit from the pas-
sage of the BUILD Act, and I think all 
of us in this body can agree that chari-
table organizations like Habitat for 
Humanity are a constant source of 
hope for families in need. They should 

not be hurt because of a preventable 
oversight. 

By working together and finding 
commonsense solutions, we can fix 
this. The BUILD Act gained momen-
tum last year and passed the House 
unanimously, but we can push this leg-
islation over the finish line during the 
116th Congress. 

I thank the junior Senator from 
Maryland for partnering with me and 
helping to reintroduce this bipartisan 
legislation. I thank our lead sponsors 
in the House who spearheaded this ef-
fort last Congress. 

The BUILD Act would provide that 
commonsense reform to ensure all 
housing charities are able to provide 
much needed stability to communities 
without being harmed by overly bur-
densome regulations. 

The President highlighted a variety 
of different ways we can work together 
during his State of the Union speech 
this week, and I believe the passage of 
a bipartisan, bicameral BUILD Act 
would be an encouraging start. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. JONES, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. ENZI, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GARDNER, 
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KING, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MANCHIN, 
Mr. PETERS, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. UDALL, Mr. WICKER, 
and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 382. A bill to authorize a special 
resource study on the spread vectors of 
chronic wasting disease in Cervidae, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
have spoken many times in this Cham-
ber about human health from my per-
spective as an orthopedic surgeon. 
Today, I am here to talk about a dif-
ferent crisis that is facing our Nation. 

Earlier today, 24 of my colleagues 
joined me in introducing a bill to com-
bat chronic wasting disease in cervid 
populations across this country. Chron-
ic wasting disease is a terrible degen-
erative brain disease. It affects captive 
and wild deer, elk, moose, and caribou 
in at least 26 States and several Cana-
dian Provinces. It is highly contagious 
and always fatal. 

In my home State of Wyoming, 
chronic wasting disease was first de-
tected back in 1985. Since then, the Wy-
oming Game and Fish Department has 
partnered with scientists, State wild-
life managers, and Federal Agencies to 
understand how the disease spreads. 
Many other state agencies have forged 
similar partnerships to study the same 
things. Over the last 34 years, their 
work has shown that the disease is 
spread by prions, but how these prions 
actually infect animals remains a mys-
tery. 

The disease can be transmitted 
through nose-to-nose contact, through 
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